Google 


This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world’s books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 


Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non- commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 


About Google Book Search 


Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 


at jhttp : //books . qooqle . com/ 








ALBERT R. MANN 
LIBRARY 


New York State Colleges 
of 

Agriculture and Home Economics 


Cornell University 





Ufeful Family Book, 


THE 

MEDICAL AND AGRICULTURAL 

REGISTER, 

FOR THE YEARS 1806 AND 1807. 

Containing 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION ON HUSBANDRY ; CAUTIONS 
AND DIRECTIONS FOR THE PRESERVATION OF 
HEALTH, MANAGEMENT OF THE SICK, &c. 

Defigned 


FOR THE USE OF FAMILIES . 




EDITED BY DANIEL ADAMS, M. B. 


vy . . 

—•■And he gave it for his opinion, that whoever could make two ears of 
corn, or two blades of grab, to grow upon a fpot of ground where only one 
grew before, would deferve better of mankind, and do more eiTential fervice 
tfe-his country, than the whole race of politicians put together. 

Swift. 


Bofton : 

^ PRINTED BY MANNING & LORING. 

Soiu o) -tr and by Etheridge £? Blifs, Bo/lon \ Cufhing & Appleton, Salem ; 
Thom i a* & Whipple, Newbury to or t; Charles Peirce, Po t/mouth : Hennr 
Culbi^ng, P ovidence ; Lincoln & GGafon. Hartford; Bro fon, Walter & 
Co INcw-Havf.n ; I. Thomas, jun, Worcejler ; J. Prentib, Keene ; as alfo in 
vari&us other places. 
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^Dtertifement 


SlNCE publilhing our laft Number, it 
has been determined to difcontinue the Registes, at 
leaft for the prefent. One reafon for this is, the 
decreaiing number of our Suhfcribers.; . ano ther is, 
the want of fufficient fupport, by communications. 
The Editor, however, will be happy ftill in receiving 
communications for the work, if lodged at the book- 
ftore of Meflirs. Etheridge Bliss : and ihould a 
fufficiency of valuable matter be colleded, and times 
ihould change for the better, he may, at a convenient 
feafon, refume the work. 


BOSTON, > 
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JANUARY ; 1806. [Np. 1. 

Wfr ^ * Ui* 4 — m Mii»~ 


QBSERVATU) NS. 

J'i'EWS, politics, theology, literature, natural fcrftery, and the 
fe a arts, feaveall been iaduftrioofty provided for by various mftftonons, mod 
.each hy numerous period r^sd pubHeatioh* ; while fieatlh and Agmuhmt, 
fuhje&s, which, in one way Or another, “ tome home to emery meat's (fujim/i ami 
havebcon m * ibeaftwe tfeg lefted ; at leaft, nothing heretofore has ever 
been attempted in a way, all circu nuances coufktercd, (o as to put the means of 
information on thefe fubjefls fairly within the reach of every perfon . To effeft 
4o 4e£eaVk an'end, w thedefign of this publkatknri It has for its ohjeA the 
wideft dilution, and the greateft peffibte extent of the knowledge of the haft 
jnean$ of preferring the health, and of promoting the agncpltuse, of e growing 
and an extend ve tcumry. Theft confiderations, it is hoped, will be received as 
a Efficient apology for having, at this time, added another to the uumbor of 
periodical publications, whifh, at the prefem day, faitcit she pmroaage of the 
public. , 

Idle fpecalation and there theory, unfappoited hy &£k, cone not within the 
deSgn of this work. A humbler, and, as we conceive, a more ofcful iuteminh 
with us, is, to colic# and bring forward that information, Which fball he 
calculated “to fupply the wants and relieve the naceffities of jnanfcad, and 
thereby render human life more ■cemfortabu information by which the 
produ&ions of the land magr be multiplied, and the coils of the hufopadmaw 
fhortened. It is to extend the boundaries of knowledge and of (kill, in the 
itpportant concerns of rural and dpmcftic life ; to catch improve menu as they 
rife ; to excite inquiry where it is not; to call forth observation \ to bring 
forward fa&s; and, “by inculcating the importance of exdinaey things and of 
pra&ical, every day truths,” to render the great body of our follow-citizens 
more healthy, wealthy, undcrftandiqg, -and hafpy. 


To this aqd, the. joint co-operation of every friend to health and jgocutaire li 
moft anxioufly foheited. Books are before us, and from thefe, many aqd various 
importanLarticles will often be feleffod. . But what we are particularly felicitous 
to obtain, is, the obfervarions, the practices, t£e growing experience of mescal 
and psiftinl hufondfoan, aawfe Wntif, fry which health, m aby Ifcftance, 
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$ OBSERVATIONS. 

may have been preferved ; difeafe more fuccefsfolly combated ; the caufe* 
and the acceffion of our epidemics better afeertained; the induftry of our country 
more happily directed ; expenfes diminiftied ; the fertility of the foil increafed'; 
and which, being generally promulgated and known, might extend the benefits 
vefulting from fuch improvements and difeoveries, uniformly and extenfively 
through the country. The want of an education, it is hoped, will, in no inftarfee, 
be offered as an apology foi* the withholding of thefe fervices . Every man capa- 
ble of correct observation, is capable of becoming a valuable correipondent to this 
work. He need not go far afide from his ordinary concerns. Nature is the 
proper theatre for the ftudy of thefe arts ; fields and bed-chambers of the tick, 
the beft apartments. It is not t he manner, but the matter , which muft fianip 
the value of fuch communications. ** Many of our practical hulbandmen, who 
add found judgment to nice obfervation and long experience, accumulate large 
(lores of knowledge ; and too frequently, this not being perpetuated by writing 
or printing, dies with him, whofe life was expended in the collection of it. M# 
How much precious information, in this way, has been loft to mankind ! We 
would fondly anticipate better things of many, who may honor this work with 
their attention. A medium of communication is here fet open, through'which f 
every one is folicited, in the language moft natural and eafy to himfelf, -to 
come forward, and propofe his doubts, fugged his inquiries, or communicate 
his knowledge, to the public eye. “ When every one contributes fomething, 
general improvement progrefles, and the fum of knowledge, thus accumulated, 
will quickly refemble thofe extenfive and fathomlefs waters, which were 
collected from a variety of fmall dreams.” t 

We cannot conclude thefe obfervations without noticing our fenfe of gratitude 
and obligation, to thofe gentlemen and Societies, who, at our felicitation, have 
engaged us their fupport, and the favor of their communications, for this work. 
The knowledge and the experience of thefe .gentlemen, many of them, m 
Medicine and Agriculture, their zeal for improvements, and the ardor of their 
inquiries, promife, in time, the acquifition of much ufeful information to the 
public. Alfo, gentlemen of the clergy, to whom our communications have 
been addfeffed, who, in many inftances, by a prompt attention to the objeCts of 
thofe communications, have rendered us very important fervices ; they alfo wifi 
be pleafed to accept the aflurances of our high confideration and refpeCt. Wfe 
will not withhold from them and the public, our expectations of their ufefulnefs 
and importance to us, in the prefent undertaking. Being, many of them, 
gentlemen of much agricultural information ; alfo pofle fling fcience ; and placed 
as they are, in fituations to fee, notice, and obferve the rife, progrefs, and 
termination of difeafes, 'particularly epidemical difeafes; practices and 
improvements in agriculture, together with extraordinary incidents of every 
kind, each one in his own town or parifh ; under thefe circumftances, our 
expectations are unto them, for much important information. 

Thus have we endeavored, by a few obfervations, to give a general illuftratioh 
of our defign. Of our induftry and fuccefs in the execution of it, it muft now 
be fubmitted to the public to form an opinion from the execution of the work; 

Bqfton , January t 1806 . 

* Editors the Medical Repertory. , + &». Mr. Fo star’s Oration. * 
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U&OIGAL, 


♦ 

MEDICAL, 


»*. ADAMS, 

One objeft contemplated in your publication, as I 
find it expreffed in the profpe&us of the work, is, “To inftruft 
*the attendants on the fick how they may belt aid the 
prefcribed by their phyfician.” Comporting with this defign, 
I fend you the following extraft from Dr. Parkinson’s Med- 
ical Admonitions* which I have a defire to fee publilhed in the 
Register, and which I molt devoutly wilh may receive that 
^general and particular attention, to which, by its importance, 
it is iuftly entitled. 

Your’s, &c. C. D. 

January , 1806 . 


The Defpair and Inactivity of Nurfes , under certain Circumfances , 
often fatal to their Patients. — -An Inability of Swallotuingy by no 
weans fo common as it is conceived to be. — The Way in which 
Nurfes are deceived.-*— How to proceed under fuch Appearances . 

" ON the appearance of thofe fymptoms, more efpecially 
In fevers, which in general are fuppofed to be the harbingers 
of death, the defpair and inaftivity produced in the minds of 
the attendants, however much to be regretted, can by no 
means be { wohdered at, the fymptoms feeming to Ihew that 
death muft foon put an end to the calamities of the unhappy 
fcfferer. So great a degree of defpair, indeed, poflefles the 
By-ftariders^ in thefe diftreffing cafes, that frequently, when 
the medical man fees confiderable ground for hope, they will, 
in the ftrongeft terms, condemn all attempts for his recovery, 
as u&lefs and cruel, fince they imagine, by thefe fuppofed vain 
attempts, his tornfents are increafed, and their duration pro- 
longed. To the frequency with yrhich this idea is adopted, 
may be attributed the death of numbers ; for it feldom hap- 
pens, when this notion is entertained, that the ftrongeft re- 
monftrance3 of the phyfician can produce the leaft exertions 
of the attendants, except indeed during the time he is prefent ; 
for immediately after his departure all exertions ceafe. Such 
conduct cannot find a fufficient excufe in mifapplied tender- 
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nefs, fince the conftquence rewriting from fo culpable an omif* 
fion, may be the death of one, who otherwife might have been 
laved; for, in all the- long, catalogue of dH^afes to which we 
are fubjeft, there are notie in which fytrtptoms of fo alarming 
an appearance are to be found, and where fo great a poflibility 
of recovery may exift, as in putrid, nervous, and bilious feveri. 
Inftances of recovery from thefe difeafes have been fo really 
wonderful, that fo long as the patient breathes, his attendants 
ihould not devote thenfrfeives to defpair, but Ihould perfift i ft 
their endeavors with Unfrbated affidtrity. 

“ It h a drcumftanco that muft have occurred 6ft en to every 
medical man, that having left a patient in one or the other of 
thefe fevers with the raoft earned entreaties to his attendants 
to fupply hiih regularly with medicines, and ahtioft confiantly 
'with drink, and with nourHhment, he (hall be told at his neit 
vilitj tjiat they have not been able to procote the fWallowing 
of a dtop of ehhbr ; when, perhaps, if the. phyfician hiqdelf 
jfhould make the trial, he would experience very little difficulty 
in getting him to fwallow a confiderable quantity. 

“ To afcertain the caufe oT this difference of fuccefs, in the 
different attempts of the nurfe and the pbyfician, and to point 
♦Out the proper method to be ufed in thefe fituations, (hallrioW 
be attempted. 

“ Ih the advanced periods of thefe fever^, the brain* and the 
wholfc nervous fyftem are in fo deranged a (late, that a flight 
ftimulus feldom excites the correfponding^ idea which it was 
ufed to produce in health. Wheq, therefore, a patient is in 
this flat e, the merely emptying a . fpoonful of liquor into the 
mouth, is not fufficient to excite thofe miifcles into aftion, by 
which the aft of fwallowing is performed. The liquor, there- 
fore, remains in the mouth, until it efcapes out at the corner 
of the lips ; or elfe, from a drop insinuating itfelf into the 
windpipe, the whole quantity, from the violence and fudden- 
nefs of the irritation, is thrown forcibly out at the mouth and 
noflrils. 

ct The appearances, in either of thefe vcafes, feem, at firft 
fight, to warrant the conclufion that is ufuafly drawn from 
them, that the patient has totally lojl the power of j wallowing . 
But if the patient be fo much aroufed from his delirious or 
corhatofe (late, as to be apprized of the nature and intention of 
the endeavors that are making, he will generally be found 
ready enough to afiift them. After roufing him, by gently 
' (hating, fpeaking to him, railing him in the bed, &c. a Ipoon 
fitted with the liquor that is intended to be given him, ihould 
‘ be put ihto bis mouth, moving it about againft the tongue, 
lips, and (ides of the mouth, $n&il he is difcovered to have 
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fwallowed the few drops that have fallen from the fpoon-, it 
now appearing th^t the mufcles ferving to deglutition [fwal- 
lowing] are capable of performing their office, the whole 
quantity is to be poured into the mouth, and followed by as 
much more as may be thought neceifary, fince., after having 
been thus roufed into action, it will be fome little time before 
they relapfe into their previous {fate of infenfibility. 

« It is believed, by a careful attention to thefe rules, the 
fufferings of the lick, in many inftances, would be greatly 
mitigated, and oftentimes that lives might be fared,” 


AGRICULTURAL. 

Remarks an Fruit Trees. -r-Their State of Decay.*— Often occcfaned 
by injudicious Pruning.-**- A View, of Mr. Forfytb’s At ode of 
healing and refloring to Health and Vigor all wounded and 
decayed Trees. 

The culture of the apple tree forms a capital objeft . 
in American husbandry. Ana, indeed, when we consider the 
abundant, pleafant,wholefome,and exhilarating beverage which 
the fruit of this tree affords, we cannot too much applaud the 
dellgn. The mode of culture, however, is very defe&ive: 
perhaps tbere is no branch of American huibandry, wjbich 
calls more loudly for reform. The pruning pf trees efjjecially, 
as it is but too generally pra&sftd, is truly barbarous , if it be 
allowable fo to (peak of wounds, mutilations and brpifes. 

On entering an orchard, opr attention is fuddenly and forci- 
bly arrefted by the rotten, hollow, and decayed ftate pf almoft 
every tree arrived to maturity. Look to the forefb ; we do 
not there fee_ fo much deformity, fo many fyroptpros of difeafc. 
This argues that fomething is amifs. 

Nature is continually holding put intimations pf her defigns, 
would then but attend to them. Her operations are always 
correct, and never directed to deceive *, and he whP follows 
nature, watches her intimations, feconds her efforts, and . 
ftudies her deligns, is unqueitionably the ableft pbyfician, the 
be ft furgeon, and the moft fuccefsful cultivator. 

On the cutting off of a limb, or the beating off of the dark 
from a tree, what follows ? A new bark or kind of callous ring 
arifes, gradually extending itfelf to cover the wound; plainly 
intimating, that the denuded part cannot be left exposed to 
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the direft influence of the fun, and* of the weather, ‘without 
injury to the tree. If the limb cut off be fmall, and the tree 
young, nature, unaflifted, generally CffeCts her ptirpofe, and 
covers the wound with new wood and bark. "But if the limb 
be large, or the tree old, her intentions are ufually fruftrated ; 
the wound is covered but in part. Nature failing in her» 
efforts, the callous ring oi“ lip ceafes to be extended, forming 
a hollow or cavity of the central part, where the rain ck fnow 
is very apt to lodge, which, penetrating between thb bark and 
the wood, dried and cracked by hard frofts or a warm fun, 
promotes 'that fermentation with the natural juices, which is 
the certain fource of difeafe and rottennefs ; which extending 
.further every year, the tree foon becomes hollow, and goes to 
decay. Such is the ftate and the untimely end of many of 
our fruit trees. , 

What Ikin is to an animal, the fame is bark to a plant or 
tree. They are the citadels of hfe % and cannot be broken 
through without injury and difeafe, or even death, unlefs the 
breaches be repaired. How, therefore, to repair all fuch 
breaches in trees, whether caufed by pruning or by accidental 
injury; how to afiift nature in* her efforts, fo as to heal all 
wounds, however extenfive, infli&ed in them, covering the 
tree again with new, frefh bark ; hay more, how aftualiy to 
fill up hollow and decayed trees with new and found wood, fo 
as to leave no fpot or blemifh ; how to do all thefe things, it 
may be gratifying to many of our readers to know. The pro- 
cefs for thefe operations has lately been delivered, in a treatife 
on the culture and management of fruit trees, by William 
Forsyth, gardener to the kipg of England. His dependence 
for thefe extraordinary effects, is on a certain compofition, ap- 
plied in a liquid ftate, and laid over the wounded or injured 
part of the tree with a (painters) brufti. This compofition is 
afferted to be of a foft and healing nature, pofiefling an ab- 
sorbent and an adhefive quality, and by refilling the force of 
wafhing rains, the contraction of nipping frofts, and the effects 
of a warm fun or drying winds, effectually excludes the perni- 
cious influence of a changeable atmofphere, while the procefe 
of healing regularly advances underneath, till the wounded or 
injured part is completely filled up with new wood and cov- 
ered with frefh bark. This method of Mr. Forfyth’s, for 
healing and reftoring wounded and decayed trees, foon at- 
tracted the notice of many gentlemen of high rank and of 
government. The following are his words to the cotnmiffion- 
ers, appointed by parliament to examine into the efficacy of 
his compofition. 
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*"Aficr raanyyears clofe application, and fltifUy critical 
obfervation, I am fully convinced, that upon the excifion of 
the decayed part* and the application of a compofition, it is 
poffible to heal any wounded tree , and even to reftore it to its 
former health, if there be only an inch or two of bark remain- 
ing, to carry on the circulation of the vegetable economy. 
This is no theory, but is demonftrated by a great Variety of 
experiments on fruit and fore ft trees in his majefty’s gardens 
at Keniington, now under my care ; and which trees, upon 
examination, have convinced all thofe who viewed them, of 
the prafticability of producing the fineft, cleaned, and moil 
prolific branches from dumps in a ftate of decay ; and with 
confidence I can aflert, that I have fucceeded fc well with his 
majefty’s fruit trees, that by cutting out the dileafed and dead 
wood, the trees have' produced more and finer fruit in two 
and three years, than a tree newly planted will in thirteen or 
fourteen years.” 

After a very attentive and minute examination into the 
procefs and mode of cure by Mr. Forfyth, as well as the effefts 
which his remedy has produced on trees of various kinds and 
ages in the royal gardens at Keniington, the feveral objects of 
their inquiry being followed by the cleareft oooviftion of the 
great public utility which would refult from a general applica- 
tion of the remedy, the commifiioners were pleafed to make a 
reprefentation of it to the lords of his majefty’s treafury, under 
whofe fanttion it was fubmitted to the confideration of the 
houfe of commons, an addrefs prefented to the crown, and 
^4000 ordered by his majefty to be given Mr. Forfyth, for 
making known to the public the materials of his compofition, 
with the method of preparing it, as well as the mode of its 
application *, all which we fhall now lay before our readers. . 


“Royal Gardens, Keniington, May 11, 1791 . 

u Directions for making a Compofition for curing Difeafes > DefeSh^ 
and Injuries , in all kinds of Fruit and Forefi Trees, and the 
Method of preparing the Trees and laying on the Compofition . 
By William Forsyth. 

" TAKE one buihel of firefli cow-dung, half a buihel of 
lime rubbifh of old buildings, (that from the ceilings of rooms 
is preferable,) half a buihel of wood-alhes, and a fixteenth part 
of a buihel of pit or river fand : the three laft articles are t<* 
be lifted fine before they are mixed ; then work them well 
together with a fpade, and afterwards with a wooden beater. 
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itotil the ftirfF ii very fmooth, like £nt pfofttr u&d ft# the 
csiliag* of rooms. 

“ Tb» cotopofidoa being thws made, care tfmft bo- taken 
prepare the tree properly for ita application, by anting aitay 
all the dead, decayed) and injured parts, till you tome be the 
freih found Wbod, leaving die farfacaof the wood very firs oath, 
and rounding off the edges of the hark with a draw-knife* Or 
other inftrtnfient, ptrfefily fsuobtfe, which muft be particularly 
attended to ; then lay on the plafter about one-eighth of an 
kith thick, all over the part where the wood or bark has been 
fb cut away* finHMng off the edges as thin as poffibie ; then 
take a quantity of dry powder, of wood afoes shked with a 
fixtb part bf the fame quantity of the afhes of burnt bonce, put 
it into a tin box with holes in the top, and fhakn the powder 
<m the fur face of the plafter, dll the whole is covered over 
with k, letting it rettura for half an hour* th abforb the moif- 
ture ; then apply more powder, «rubbing it on gently with the 
bahd, and repeating the application <rf tbrf powder till the 
whole plafter becomes a dry fibOoth furfacje. 

u All trees cut down near the ground* (for the purpofe of 
railing new trees or (hoots from their roots,) Chould have the 
(urfate (the top of the fttamp) made quite froooth, rounding it 
off hi a fmali degree, a s before mentioned 5 and the jiry pow 
der directed to be ufod afterwards* fhcrnld have an equal quan-* 
thy of powder of alabafter mixed wkh it, in order the better 
to refill tbe dripping of trees and heavy rams. 

* If any of the cotapofitfon be left for a future occ&fioO* k 
flwMild be kept in a tub, or other veflel, and urine of any kind 
poured on it, fo at to cover the furface, oriierwifo the atmof* 
Sphere will greatly hurt the efficacy erf the application. 

“ 'Where lime rubbrfti of old buildings cannot be eafiiy got, 
take pounded chalk, or common lime, after having been flacked 
a month at leaft. 

M As the growth of the tree will gradually affefl the plafter, 
by -raiftag up its edges next (he bark, care fhould be taken, 
where that happens, to rub it over with the finger, when occa- 
Jloh may requite, {which is beft done when moiftened by ram,) 
fha£ the plafter may be kept whole, to prevent the air and wet 
from penetrating into the Wound.” 



^ iDiy&ttttos fir Miking and tfirrg the CtMpvjkim* 

“ TO the foregoing dire&ions for making and applying 
tbexompoffrioo, k j$ aecefi^ry to add the following. 
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** 4$ the beft way of ufirig the compofition i& found, by qx^ 
ptrience, to be in a liquid (late; it muft, therefore, be reduced* 
to the confidence of pretty thick paint, by mixip^. it up with 
a fufficient quantity of urine £nd ioap-fuds, and laid on with a 
painter's bruih. The powder of wood afties and burnt bones 
is to be applied as before directed, patting k down with thV 
hand. 

“ When trees are become hollow’, you muft fcoop out aft 
the rotten, loofe, and dead parts of the trunk* till you tomato 
the fetid wood, leaving the furface finooth 5 then cover the 
hollow, and every part where the canker has been ct|t out, or 
branches lopped off, with the eompofition ; and, as the edges 
grow, take care not to let the new wood come in contaft wtth 
the dead, part of which it may be fometimes neceffary to leave j 
but cut out the oki dead wood as the new advances, keeping a* 
bellow between them, to allow the new wood room to extend 
itfelf, and thereby fill up the cavity, which it will do m time, 
fo as to make, as it were, a new tree. If the cavity be large, 
you may cut away as much at one operation as will be fufficient 
for three years j but in this you are to be guided by the fee 
of the wound, and other circumftances. When the new wood, 
advancing from both (ides of the wound, has ahtooft met, cut*' 
off the bark from both the edges, that the foltd wood may 
join, which, if properly managed, it will do, leaving only a 
(light feam in the bark. If the tree be very much decayed, 
do not cut away all the dead wood at once, which would weaken 
the tree too much, if a,ftattdard, and endanger its being blown 
down by the wind: it will, therefore, be necefikry to leav# 
part of the dead wood at firft, to ftrengthen the tree, and to 
cut it out by degrees, as the tfew wood is formed. If there be 
any canker or gum oozing, the infe&ed parts muft be pared 
. off, or cut out with a proper tnftrument. When the ftem ii 
very much decayed and hollow, it will be neceffary to open 
the ground and examine the roots.” 

Thus have we given the outlines of a work, which fes ex- 
cited much attention in the natural world. Mr. FbrfythH 
method of treating fruit and foreft trees, has alike fucceeded 
In the cold atmofphere of Rufiia, under the burning funs of 
India, and, in a variety of inftances, has been adopted in 
America. We (ha}l now add the following extracts from let- 
ters of good authority, (hewing what confidence is to be at- 
tached to this mode of treating fruit and foreft trees, by Mr. 
Forfyth. 
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SxtrpB fob the IntroduBion to the American Edition , by WiLLIAM % 
CbBBBTT, who formerly reftded fome Tears in Philadelphia , to 
Mr. James Paul, fenior> of Bujlleton , in Pennfylvania . 

€€ DURING the laft fummer, (1801) I went with a party 
q£ friends, to he an eye witnefs of the effe&s (of which I had 
heard fuch wonders related) of this gentleman’s [Mr. Forfyth’s] 
mode, of cultivating and curing trees ; and though my mind 
had received a ftrong prepoffeffion in its favor, what I faw very 
far furpaffed my expe&ation. Mr. Forfyth, whofe book was 
not them publiihed, did us the favor to ftjew us the manufeript 
of it, and alfo the drawings for the plates, which are now to 
be found at the end of the work. After having read thofe 
parts of the manufeript which more immediately referred to 
the drawings, we went into the gardens, and there faw every 
tree which the drawings were intended to reprefent, and of 
which we found them to be a moft exa<ft reprefentation. 

w We examined thefe trees from the ground to the topmoft. 
branches ; we counted the joints in the wood, afeertained the 
time and extent of its growth, and, in (hort, verified every fatt 
'that the book related. To raife fine flouriftiing wood from an> 
old, cankered, gummy, decayed ftem ; to raife as much wood, 
on that ftem in three years, as could have been raifed on the 
fineft young tree in twelve years; to take the rotten wood 
^om the tnipk* to replace it with found wood, actually to fill 
up the hollows, and of a mere fhell to make a full, round, and^ 
folid trunk: all this feems incredible, but, of all this we faw 
ijadubitable proof.” 

> ■ • ■ . . 


Extra# of a Letter from Peter W. Yates, Efq. of Albany , 

. dated September , 1803, to the Editors of the American Edition 
of Mr. Forfyth 1 s Treatife on Fruit Trees \ 

u TO renovate difeafed trees faft haftening to decay, and 
to increafe the quantity and meliorate the quality of the fruit, 
In the way by him [Mr* Forfyth] preferibed, feemed to me 
$hnoft incredible ; but, as in the animal kingdom, defperate 
remedies are fometimfes applied to cure defperate difeafes, and 
the {kilful burgeon will amputates limb to fave the body, I 
was induced to attempt it in the vegetable kingdom* and there-} 
fore befitted not a moment to make the experiment. I ptir- 
fued the mode of procefs preferibed by Mr. Forfyth. One of 
my firft experiments was in May, 1796, on a young bearing 
(Boncretien) Pear tree, the bark whereof, as well as the albur- 
num or fap-weod, and the heart-wood, were dead from the 
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ground ripw ards about five feet. I cut away all the dfead part > ’ 
leaving nothing but the bark on the oppofite fide, and applied 
the compofition. The efie&s were fooa vifiWe. The external 
part of the wound (which compofed about the one-thir^ part 
of the trunk) was in a few days furrounded by a callus or lip, 
which continued to increafe, until the fap-flow was obftru&ed 
and ftagnated by the next autumnal froft $ but by the fubfe- 
quent annual flow of the juices, the callus increaled, to as to 
fill the wounded pact with new wood. The old and new 
wood united, and is covered with new bark. 

“ I forbear giving a particular detail of any more individual 
infiances ; let it fuffice for me to fay, that I At the fame time 
made fimilar experiments on fome Plum, Cherry, Peach, and 
Apricot trees, and have annually, in the vernal months, con* 
tinued the operation on fuch of my fruit* trees as became in- 
fected j fome of which are almoft healed, and others in a pro- 
greflive ftate of improvement ; nor has any one cafe of failure 
occurred, where all the defective wood was carefully extirpated, 
and the compofition duly applied. 

" I am therefore fully iatisfied, that Mr. Forfyth’s remedy 
affords a radical cure for difeafes, defeats, and injuries in au 
kinds of fruit trees ; and that it may' with equal fuccefs and 
advantage be applied in this climate as in England. But 
whether in a more northern or fouthern latitude, an alteration 
in the confidence of the compofition may or may not be re- 
quifite, in order to fuit the extremes of heat and cold, time 
$nd experience will demonftrate. 

“ Encouraged by the fuccels of thefe trials and experiments, 
I have made it a pra&ice, in pruning my fruit trees, efpecially 
where large amputations are made, to apply fome of the com- 
pofition to every wound ; it prevents the exuding of the vege- 
table juices through the woiinded parts ; it aids and precipitates 
the healing of the woundfe, promotes the vigor and health of 
the trees, and adds to the fize and flavor of the fruit.” 


ExtraR from the fame y on the proper Time for the Pruning of Trees . 

“ TO autumn arid winter pruning, may be attributed the 
difeafes and rapid decay of many fruit trees in feveral orchards | 
for then the fap-flow is on the decline, and ftagnated ; the 
wounds are expofed to the inclemency of the weather, which 
produces canker and mortification, and they perifh. The prac- 
tice of pruning in the fpring, when the fap juice is in brifk 
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‘{■iffEerabk te any' other, fedfoa of th« year. Mr. 
IWjttb ? 0.«W<o*S *br <h» in F>7 opinion, forcible and con- 
cW***” 

: $mw farther flWVwtiont on this fubjeft, and how far this 
it} ode ©f treating frujit treoa, by Mr. Forfyth, may be advan- 
t4f£ati% adapted by thp people jn tbp£e ftate*, may be ex- 
pcAed in our ©e#t pvmUer- 





MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 


ARTICLE A . 


CfyfenMtiws on the Importance of accurate Records being kept qf the 
T&ijeajks and deaths in every Tovm.-r-MiniJlers the beji fttuated 
for \ the keeping of fuch Records ; communicated in a Letter 
^ from the Rev. E$eh£z*R Hill j dated Mafon , December , 
; 1805 . To which is added, feme topographical Defcriptien qf 
■ the Jawip together faith a pill qf Mortality, for eight Tears. 


TJ* DR. O. ADAMS. 


1 HAVE been long perfuaded, that an accurate record 
of deaths and difeafes, l^pt in the fevnral towns in a country, 
publifhed annually, and collefted and preferred in fome public^. 
rpgifk&r, would not oily form a hiftory of .the progreii and 
decline of dif^des, but might greatly aflift in the improvement-* 
of the medical art. Such a record appears highly important, 
in a country like this, rapidly increafing in population, agricul- 
tural improvement, and refinement, not to fay luxury. 

Some topographical defeription of the place, as well as num-. 
ber of inhabitants, manner of living, &c. majr render fuch 
publications more ufeful, especially in determining whether, 
and if fo, how difeafes progrefs, in proportion to the increafe 
of population, cultivation of the land, and changes in the mode 
of living. 

There are no perfons who appear to be placed in a more 
f favorable fituation to keep fqch records, than the fettled min- 
isters in our feveral towns, as they are not only generally 
called to attend funeral folemhities, but alfo to vifit the cham- 
bers of the fick, in their foeieties. And as far as this may 
have even a remote tendency to alleviate the miferies of their 
fallow creatures, it; cannot be confidered an object unworthy 
their attention. I doubt not moil of my fathers and brethren 
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hive kfcpt retards far more critical and ufeful than I have keen 
able tp do ; and that they will need tio further mduceittent to 
make public fuch communications at are important, but only 
to have a proper repository for them \ fuch your Medical and 
Agricultural Regifter promifes to be. Thofe who have not 
been careful to prefer ve fuch records, it is prefumed, have 
negle&cd it becaufe they had no profpeft of further ufiefolnefs, 

/ than merely their own fatisfa&ion. It is hoped this extdfe 
wiU now be removed* 

Agreeably with your requeft, 1 „fend yon with t]b*s* my * 
record of marriages, births, and deaths for the paft year ; and 
in addition, fome extracts from my bill of mortality for eight 
years paft : if thought worthy attention, they are at your 
foryise* Ton have, !ir, my warmeft withes for fuccefs in your 
promifingly ufefui undertaking* j 

'Your friend and humble fervaot, 

EMNEZE& KILL . * 
Majors December^ 1805 * ■ > 


Topographical Defer ipt 'iQn of M^spNV 

MASON, in New Hampshire, is fttuated in the vicinity 
of the Modadnock mountains. It Hes about fix miles north 
and fouih, and five miles eaft and weft* The furface is hilly, 
and the hills generally large fwells* The foil, in moft parts of 
the town, is ftrcmg and good, but rocky. There ate no natural 
ponds, nor extenftre meadows : the ftreanhs are rapid. The 
valiies are narrow^ and the inhabitants moftiy fettled Otl the 
high lands. The firft permanent fettlement in the town wts 
in the year 1752. It was incorporated in 1768 ; at whieh 
time the number of rateable inhabitants wts only 76. The 
prefent number, and increafe of population of late, may be 
nearly known by the cenfus taken in the year 1800, which 
gives the number 1179. 


I&61 

tfos 

aft* 

1004 

*805 


Bill of Mortality for eight Years fending Novemibr 1805. 

Complaint y. 
Eryfipelas x 

Hooping Cough 2 
Salt Rheum x 

Drowned 


tteL IlKto. Dntto. 

1798 4 * 


4 * 
a® ti 


si 


-Complaints^ 
Confumption tj 
Pyfentary 
-- 11 Fever 

If 8SJL. 


7 


^9 16 1 CanLwaih 

- 84 g? ft Pro pfy 

T<*tf $ 4kath am I Jaundice 


Complaints. 
Rickets l 

Gravel 1 

Diabetes x 

Worms &Cank. 1 
Hydrocepb . Im. i 
Do. and opina > . 

Bifida a J 1 
Hydrophobia x 
Mortification 1 


Sliddertly 
Still bbm 
Child birth 
Old age 

Unknewft 


x 

8 

to 

1 

8 

* 
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CONStnllFTIOK. 


Afo. Months, 
1 in Feb. 

2 — March. 
a — April. 

0— * May. 

1 — Tune. 

1— July. 

pgr 

2 — Nov. 

3— Dec. 



ft 65 


> f 6 children ; 4 in No^. and*Dec. 1800, ill in 
r i one neighborhood and family connexion ;.ft 
<] in oa. 1801. / ■ 1 ' * 

t man about 60; in Nov. 1800; and 1 woman 
“ 1 about 40, in June, t8ot ; both in thd fame 
p* I family connexion with the 4 above mentioned. 
0 1.6 in Auguft and Sept. 1803, all under £ year*. 


fltf 

(4 

> 


1800, 1 bilious putrid, jan. ; 1 nervous* June. 

1802, 1 in Jan.; 2 in March, above 60; t ih 
April, ^bove 30; 1 in Sept, under 12. 

1803, 1 in Feb. aged 14 ; 1 in Auguil, 27; t in 
Sept. 16. 


\ 


Remarks • 

1801.— Of old ago* a woman* aged 97 5 of a feeble confu- 
tation and febrile habit* till advanced 40 years. 

1803. — This year a fever of the bilious kind prevailed in 
this town* but moftly confined to one corner. From the firft 
of June to the laft of December, 51. perfons were attacked 
with it. But very few infiances occurred, where the fever 
made its appearance in a family* and any of the family ef- 
caped it. 

1805.— Very fuddenly, a perfon recovering from a fever, 
and able to walk the houfe 5 without any previous complaint, 
fhe fell from her chair and immediately expired. This year 
hooping cough has been epidemic in this town. 

It may, perhaps, be worthy of remark* that out of 60 adults, 
who have died in this town in the laft eight years, 27 have 
been fwept away by confumption ; only 6 more by all other 
difeafes than by this very formidable one. The proportion 
has been nearly the fame for 15 years, only 12 more by all 
other difeafes. Of the 27 victims to this fetal dHbrder, in the 
laft eight years, 17 were females. 


ARTICLE II. 

A Caution to Perfons expofed to extreme Cold \ 

ONE effeCt of extreme cold, on the human body, feems 
to be that of producing a ftrong apd almoft unconquerable, 
difpolition to ileep. This appears evident, upon recollecting 
the effects of cold, as defcribed in the firft voyage of captain 
Cook, for making difcoveries in the fouthern hemifphere. 
During his ftay at Terra del Fuego, Mr. Banks and Dr. Splan- 
der, with a party compofed of draughtfmen, & c. had made an 
excurfion into the interior of the country. It being eight in 
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the evening, the blafts of wind vet^ piercing, and the fnow 
falling thick, they were palling -through a fwampi towards a 
wood, in the covert of Which they propofed to build a hut, and 
kindle a fire, to defend themfelves from the feverity of the 
weather. Dr. Solander, having often pafled over mountains 
in cold countries, was fenfible, that extreme cold, when joined 
with fatigue, occafions a drowfineft which is not eafily refitted : 
he therefore entreated his friends to keep in motion, however 
difagreeable it might be to them. His words were, <c Who- 
ever fits down, will fleep ; and whoever fleeps, will wake no/ 
more.” Every one feetned accordingly armed with refolution.j 
but, on a hidden, the cold became to intenfe, as to threaten 
the moft dreadful effetts. It was now very remarkable, that 
the doctor himfeif, who had fo forcibly admonifhed and alarm- 
ed his party, was the firft that infitted to be fufFered to repofe* 
In fpite of the moft earneft entreaties of his friends, he lay 
down amidft the fnow ; and it was with difficulty they kej& 
him awake. One of the black fervants alfo became weak and 
faint, and was on the point of following. this bad example. A 
party was therefore detached, to make a fire at the firft com* 
modious fpot they fhould find. Mr. Banks and four more 
remained with the do&or and Richmond the black, who with 
the uttaoft difficulty were perfuaded to come on ; and when 
they had traverfed the greateft part of the fwamp, they ex- 
prefled their inability of going any further. When the black 
was told, that if he remained there he would foon be frozen to 
death, his reply was, that he was fo much exhaufted with 
fatigue, that death would be a relief to him. Dr. Solander 
faid, he was not unwilling to go, but that he moft firft take 
fome fleep ; ftill perfifting in adfing contrary to the opinion 
which he had himfeif delivered to the company. Thus re- 
folved, they both fat down, fupported by fome buffies, and in 
a fhort time fell afleep. Intelligence now came from the ad- 
vanced party, that a fire was kindled about a quarter of a mile 
further on the way, Mr. Banks then awoke the doftor, who 
had already almoft loft the ufe of his limbs, though it was but 
a few minutes fince he fat down 5 neverthelefs, heconfented 
to go on : but every meafure taken to relieve the blact proved 
snefieAual. 

Thefe circumftances cannot be too generally known. And 
the minds of thofe perfons, who in this way may be expofed to 
fuffer, can hardly be fufficiently fortified with refolution, to 
refift a difpofition which it is fo natural to gratify, but which 
indulged, muft fo certainly prove fatal. 
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NOT £ S. 


'J NOTE Gcntkum of the Cktgy* 

W £ wst difitfxis of exhibiting, important to be record*! tnd knOwft f 
-at the cfofe of the prelefit year, a tor- to which rttay be added, rhc.aumbcf m 
jett, and io far as poffible, a compute marriages and of births in each towns* 
-m K I. r a i t * v far the State ; Thefe obfefvatiorts for the pTelentyea? 

rptefetitmtt, in one cbmpttbtnfwo view* will elrifc with December next ; and 
the number of deaths, ages^ fex, and the fhtiiig of the general court, ifc 


order iy> tout, ?t wdt Oe teauiteti, that iUch tdttrmunicauons to the tooowwre 
foe ta£l® neceflarv to the forming of of MeHrs. Manning s toring, No»?fc 
lil'ch a bill, be collefted from all the Cornhill. In thofe towns where there 
ffcveral tOWrts throughout the cotnmhn- are two or more fettled minifters, it 
Wherefore, jjemlemen; con. will be neceflbry they have tm under- 
fiaering the favorable iituation in which {landing tqgether, fo that their btU% 
yoti art placed, for the malting of fuch collefheely, may be Qorreft for the 
dbfervaftOhs,<«-ithat many of you are whole town: and in thofe towns whCrt 
wkfcady in foe habit of it ; and further, these is no fettled minifler, we btfg tb 
perfuaded of your promptitude andxeal be permuted to look to the town-clerk, 
to eh-optfate, fo Far as circumftances aflifted by the phyficianS in the plaety 
^nd ^opportunity may place it in your for the execution of foeffc ftrvict's. 


•noiopportunuy may place jt in your for the execution ottheifcitrvices. 
Jowcr, in udengn, having for its ob- Aifo, gerfriemen of the de*£y to tht 
je& the ^feertaming more effeftually adjacentllates, fofer as they may corns 
the prevalent drfeafes, their probable to a knowledge of our aefigu, will 
, ©aafttg fWOitalky, cohAexioh with the oblige us by like communications. 
feafon% and tile CthhpamtivHrcaUhi- Every one, on a momont’s relleftion; 
nefs of the fcveral towns in ibis com- mull be convinced of the importance 
trrortWeanh : too are therefore moft of focb a general and extended courfq 
vefpeftfhtly ftmeiterd to undertake a of obfervation. In this w£ hope to 
regular and a corteft record of the receive general patronage ; and, in n 

r i • . L .1 i . r t* r r N w * * 


number of deaths; the date, age, fex, thing of fo much moment, it is our 
Ond difeafe, in each mftance of nortil- expe&ation, that every gentleman, of 
ky ; prevailing epidemics, the time of whatever profefriou in Hre, fo far as he 
their acceffion, their progrefs, decline, may have an opportunity, will en- 


ftatos of the weather, and foch is extremely difficult, and even impofe 
other obTervations as to you may appear fible, to be effefled by one of. a Jew* 

NOTE II.- To the Readers of the Regifter. 

HOW to afford the greatejt im- will be fupportable and eafy. Wc 
prove ntent to the reader, with the Uofl would, however, advife out readers^ 
tnpenfc, has. boen an ohie& with us. not to n^gle£l the doing of this theta-: 

♦ r • . i c ti , r • • 0T_r 


fo forming the defign of this work, 
pence it is, that it appears in the man- 


ffclves. Every family is in the pcfSef* 
fion of needles and Of thread, and wc 


nef in which it is now prefented, ■»-»«- would advife them to flitch each nutri- 
Jfitehed and without a cover * To have her into folfee kind of cover, fo a* to 
added thfefe, mufL have enhanced the preferve the numbers clean, handy to 
price ; and to have enhanced the price, be referred to on any occafion, ana in. 
moft have ptft it out of the reach Of good order for binding, at the clofe of 
many families, where now the Cxpenfc the volume. 

CONDITIONS OF THE REGISTER. 

tvkl. I SH'E D tiionthly, the laft Wednesday of every month, at One Dollar ^per 
- annum, delivered at the office, payable half yearly. 








THE 

Medical and Agricultural Regijler. 


Vol. L] FEBRUART, 1806 . [No. 2. 


MEDICAL. 


Method to be purfued with Perfons frozen* 

REASON and humanity demand, that a knowledge 
of the proper mode 6f treatment of perfons apparently dead 
from exceffive cold, fhould be as generally diffufed as poffible. 
The following directions, therefore, taken from Willich' s Domejiic 
Encyclopedia , on this important fubjeCt, at a feafon of the year 
when incidents of this nature are fo liable to happen, cannot 
be thought unfeafonable or improper. 

M In cold countries the froft frequently proves fatal to man- 
kind, not only producing mortification, but even death itfelf. 
The hands of thofe unfortunate perfons, who die in confe- 
quence of intenfe cold, are firft feized, till they lofe the fenfe 
of feeling ; next a drowfinefs pervades the whole body, which* 
if indulged in, is attended with imperceptible diflolution. 

“ If animation be fufpended, from fevere froft, the following 
will be the external fymptoms : Rigidity of the whole body, 
and inflexibility of the limbs, which continue in the fame 
pofture as the frozen perfon adopted during the unfortunate 
accident \ the teeth are clofed * froth fometimes iffues from 
the mouth ; there is a total infenfibility to all ftimulants 5 the' 
extremities are partly mortified, and in fome inftances fponta- 
neoufly feparate. 

“ Notwithftanding thefe unfavorable appearances, every ex«* 
ertion ought to be inftantly made, to reftore life, if poffible, 
by ftriftiy adhering to the following directions ; becaufe there 
is a greater probability of recovering fuch perfons, than thole 
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apparently deprived of life in confequence of drowning, or 
fulpenfion by the cord. 

“ No external warmth of any kind muft be applied to 
frozen perfons, till the internal or vital heat be excited, when 
the former alfo fhould be carefully and very gradually adapted 
to the manifeft degree of the latter. Hence the whole process 
fhould be performed either in the open air or in a cold room y 
the body carried cautioufly, in a pofture fomewhat eredk, to 
the neareft dwelling; the head turned gently towards the 
right fide ; and the clothes carefully taken off, without injur- 
ing the fkin or bending the limbs. Thefe precautions are 
neeeflary, as a rough treatment may eafily occafion diflocationa 
of the joints, or fradhires of the bones. Next, the whole 
naked frame, excepting the face, fhould be covered with a 
bed of fnow, from twelve to eighteen inches m thicknefs ; or, 
if this cannot be procured, cold water arid ice may be fubfti- 
tuted, and cloths fucceffively dipped in it may be fpread over 
the whole body, efpecially the head and breaft. After con- 
tinuing thefe effufions, gentle fridtions with flannel or foft 
brufhes, likewife immerfed into cold fluids, fhould be com- 
menced ; alternately making ufe of the fhower-bath ; and 
perfevering in thefe attempts for an hour at leaft, when the 
body ought to be left undiftixrbed for fome minutes. If no 
figns of life appear, clyfters of cold water, with oil and vinegar, 
or fix ounces of brandy, are to be adminiftered, and the former 
procefs again and again repeated ; fo that five or fix hours 
fometimes elapfe before any fymptoms of animation are per- 
ceptible. As foon, however, as there is the leaft profpedt of 
recovery, warm fomentations muft be reforted to ; the degree 
of fridtion cautioufly increafed ; or the patient placed in bed 
between two robuft perfons ; emollient clyfters prepared ; and 
when he is able to fwallow, a cup of tea with a little vinegar, 
wine, or brandy, may be allowed. In many defperate in- 
ftances, however, it will perhaps be proper to perform vene- 
fedtion, to introduce air into the lungs by means of the com- 
mon bellows, or to have recourfe to the eledtrifying machine, 
or the earth-bath, &c»; but fuch cafes muft be fubmitted to 
the judgment of the profefEon.” 

Death or mortification is the moft certain conference of 
the fudden application of heat to the bodjr or part frozen ; a 
melancholy inftance of which once foil under the observation 
of the writer of this article. A young man, on a fevere win- 
ter’s night, who, from certain circumftances, it was known 
muft have lain feveral hours bleaching m the wind and in the 
fnow, was difcovered in the morning ; and on being taken up, 
the fpark of life was not yet fo far extindt but that he was able 
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to 6pdri bis by£§ &nd caft a look 6n hifc beti£^i<ftot$. it was 
but a look. ' He was carried almoft momentarily into a houfe, 
knd fetfd before a large Are, where, alas ! he never (bowed any 
farther figns of life. 

Jf a part, as a foot or a band, be froft-bitten, let it be thawed 
by rubbing it With (bow, and then very gradually expofed to 
the iidhteftce of a warmer temperature. 


An tthnoji infallible Rftnedy in "the Crdup . 

lir. John Archer, of Harford county, Maryland, has. 
found, by a number of decifive experiments, that the feneka 
root, ( pelygala fenega 9 lin.) a root well known to phyficians, is 
an almoft infallible remedy in croup, or the cynanche trachealU 
of ‘Cullen, a fpecies of quinfy. From a letter written by Dr. 
Archer, addrefled to Dr. Barton, of Pen nfyl vania College, and 
publifhed in the Medical Repofitory, we (hall communicate to 
our readers the following important particulars. 

" I have (fays Dr. Archer) in a great many inftances, found 
a decoftion of the feneka the moft powerful medicine in the 
cure of this difeafe, and I am happy to tell you, that I believe 
it may be depended on. I make a ftrong deco&ion of the 
root, in the following manner, viz. half an ounce of the feneka* 
in coarfe powder, is boiled in eight ounces of water down to 
four. Of this I give a tea-fpoonfui every half hour or hour* 
as the urgency of the fymptoms may require, and at intervals 
a few drops, to keep up the ftimulus, until it either a&s as an 
emetic or cathartic. I then repeat it in fmailer quantities, fo 
as to preferve the ftimulus of the feneka conftantly in the mouth 
and throat. 

“ t£ the difeafe be more advanced, and the breathing mpre 
difficult, with a peculiar harfh or (hrill found, like air forcibly 
drawn through a fmall aperture, attended with a retraftion of 
the uppdr part of the abdomen [belly,] under the cartilages of 
the ribs ; I then give calomel freely and frequently, and rub 
mercurial ointment on the throat and contiguous parts, fo as 
to affeft the glands of the throat and mouth, as quickly as 
poffible. *tlu9.I do, that the mercury may co-operate with 
the a&ioh or ftimulus of the feneka, and thereby haften the 
feparation of the membranous fubftance formed in the trachea* 
^Windpipe.] 

* ** There hafvfc been many diife&ions of infants who have died dt this 
cafe ; and almoft conftantly there has appeared a preternatural membrane* 
lining the whole internal furface of the upper part of the trachea 

i* 
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“ In this method I have fucceeded in the cure of the croup* 
even beyond my moil fanguine expectations.” 

This difeafe, ever memorable by the death of the late and 
touch lamented George Washington, is, when it occurs, 
often and fuddenly fatal to children. Its peculiar fymptoms 
are, fever, cough, hoarfenefs, “ with fome ihrillnefs and fing- 
ing found, both in fpeaking and coughing, as if the noj^e came 
from a brazen tube.” Such is the exquifite degree of danger 
in this difeafe, and fo fuddenly does it run through its different 
ftages, that parents need not be admonished, when thefe fymp- 
toms occur, that no time be loft in feeking for medical aid. 
It muft, however, afford them much confolation, in thofe 
fcenes of fuffering of which they are made the pained fpetta- 
tors, in this difeafe, to be informed, that phyficians are in the 
poffeffion of a remedy, which promifes fo far to be fuccefsful. 

We wifh to learn what fuccefs has attended the ufe of this 
medicine, in the hands of other medical men. Any who have, 
or may hereafter be induced to make trial of it, will oblige us 
by communicating the refult of their experience. 


AGRICULTURAL. 

In our firft number 1 we prefented our readers with 
the outlines of a Treatife on the Culture and Management of Fruit 
Trees , by William Forsyte ; detailed the particulars of a 
compofition, with the manner of its application, for curing all 
wounds or injuries infli&ed in them ; and recited fome extracts 
from letters of good authority, in confirmation of the fuccefs 
of this method of treating fruit and foreft trees, both in Europe 
and in America. 

The little trouble and the lefs expenfe of collefting the ma- 
terials and preparing this compofition, the eafe with which it 
may be preferved from one month to another, and the Ample 
manner of its application, are confiderations highly favorable 
to the adopting of Mr. Forfyth’s practice. There is, however, 
one forbidding circumftance, — the labor of preparing the trees, 
•when in their •worjl condition , for its application. The expenfe 
in England, Mr. Forfyth fays, reckoning every probable charge, 
on an average will not exceed fix pence per tree : in this coun- 
try it would be fomething more. In order, however, that we 
may come to fomething like a conclufion on this fubjeft, we 
fhould do well to notice, that there are; two important objefts 
propofed, by Mr. Forfyth’s fyftem, to the cultivator : 
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1. The prefervation of trees from decay. 

2. The reftoration of them to health and vigor, after they 
have fallen into a rotten and decayed (late. 

The procefs to anfwer the firjl intention is Cm pie and eafy ; 
as in cafe of accidental injury, or upon lopping off* a large limb ; 
it is Cmply to round off the edges of the wound, and to 
apply the compoCtion. Thus far, at leaft, we believe this 
improvement of Mr. Forfyth may be advantageoufly adopted 
by the people in thefe States. Large limbs, when it is necef. 
fary to remove them, fhould be trimmed clofe, and the com- 
pofition immediately applied. In this every one will Cnd his 
account, and will at the fame time be acquiring that experience, 
which will enable him to judge of the propriety or advantage 
of a further application of this fyftem to his rotten, hollow, 
and decaying trees. 

Having premifed thefe obfervations, we (hall next prefent 
our readers with Mr. Forfyth’s account of two difeafes, very 
common and ruinous to trees. 

“ A Defcription of the Canker — Its Origin and Progrefs — Full 

Directions for curing it. — Of the Gum and its Remedy f 

“ THE canker is a difeafe incident to trees, which occa- 
fions the bark to grow rough and fcabby, and turns the wood 
affefled to a rufty brown color. This difeafe, if no remedy be 
applied, will in time totally kill the tree. 

“ Apple trees are very liable to be affe&ed with the canker, 
from the following caufes, viz. 

“ From injudicious pruning, and from injuries fuftained iq 
applying ladders, [and from pounding, beating, and thralhing 
with poles,] in gathering the fruit : thefe injuries are very 
hurtful to the tree, and will infallibly bring on the canker. 

“ Another caufe of the canker is, when we have very wet 
autumns, fuch as that of 1799, which prevents the young wood 
from ripening, and a hard froft fetting in after, it kills the 
young (hoots ; thefe, if left on the tree, will bring on the 
canker, and increafe it rapidly. Birds and infefts devouring 
the buds will have the fame effeft. 

“ Carelefs people frequently leave the dead (hoots on the 
tree throughout the fummer, which will infallibly bring on the 
canker. Some even leave them for years, until the tree is 
totally killed. They (hould be cut off in the end of April or 
beginning of May, as by that time you will be able to fee how 
far the difeafe has advanced. I would advife to cut two or 
three buds, or even more, below the apparently difeafed part, 
as the canker frequently reaches a great way farther in the 
heart of the (boot, than it appears to do on the outfide j you # 
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muft cut down till the brown color in the (hoot difappears*, apd 
nothing remains but found white wood. 

“ The truth of the foregoing obfervations will appear evi- 
dent tQ any perfon who takes notice of the apple trees, with 
their mutilated ftag-looking heads, as he rides or walks alon^j 
th$ road. [Mr. Forfyth diicountenances the common opinion; 
that canker proceeds from the nature of the ground in which 
trees are planted .3 

“ The canker, as before obferved, proceeds from bruifes in 
the bark, from limbs cut off, &c. When thefe limbs begin to 
rot and grow hollow, they convey the canker to the root ; for 
it always proceeds from the branches and Item to the roots, 
and never from the roots to the tree. Jt is granted, however, 
that all fruit trees love a fine rich mellow loaip> and thrive 
much better in it than in a fhingly or gravelly foil. 

€( When by accident, or improper treatment, trees receive 
large, wounds, and the cure is left to nature, they are frequently 
overrun with gum and canker, which, if not checked, will in 
a fhort time totally ruin them. In this cafe you muft carefully 
pare off, with a draw-knife, or any other convenient inftru- 
ment, all the difeafed part of the bark. The inner white bark 
is frequently infe&ed ; this muft aHb be cut away, dll no ap- 
pearance of infe&ion remains. The infe&ion ip the inner 
bark appears like dots made with a pep, all of which muft be 
cpt clean out 5 fo^ if any part of the canker be left, it wift 
infeft the new wood and bark. Wherever you fee gum oqj&* 
ing opt, yop may reft allured that the canker is not quite 
eradicated; which, if fuffered to remain, will fpread till the 
whole tree becomes a maf$ of gum apd canker* and wiU be 
kille 4 ip a very fhort time. 

“ When the trunk; is become hollpw, cut the foofe rottep 
part cleap out, till you come to the found wood, taking care tp 
roupd the edges of the hpllow part ; then apply the compofi- 
tion in a liquid ftate, laying it op with a painter’s brufo, 
wherever the cankered bark has been pared off, or the dead 
wood cpt out, till thefe places are entirely covered with it : 
when that is done, (hake fome of the powder of wood afhes 
and burnt bones over the competition, and pat it gently down 
with your hand* [&# -No. /• pages 7, 8 , 9.] 

u If the foregoing directions be carefully followed, the 
canker will be completely eradicated) apd the hollow trunk 
ip time be filled up with found wopd. When the ftem is 
much decayed, it will be abfolutely neceflary to open the 
ground, examine the roots, and cut off all the rottep parts. 

u When you have examined all the old wounds, where large 
limbs have been cut off, you ihould next examine the old bark, 
apd, if yon find the. putftde. of it wrinkled and cracked* pare it 
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dP, as it is always, when in that ftate, very much hurt by the 
canker j this fhould be done with the draw-knife, or Other 
iharp inftrument ; then apply the compofition as before di- 
rected, which will bring a fine fmooth bark under it. In the 
focceeding winter or fpring, you will fee all the plafter, with 
the oid part of the bark that was left in the hoffbw parts of 
the tree, or where old branches had been amputated, peeling 
off and fhewing the fmooth bark underneath. You fhould 
then fcrape off, with a wooden or bone knife, what old bark 
remains in the hollows, where the draw-knife could not reach 
without cutting too much away. When that is done, mix up 
feme firefh cow-dung with foap-fuds and urine, making it very 
thin, and give the tree a coat of this mixture all over where 
the bark has been fcraped off: the cow-dung will adhere to 
it, and heal the parts where you were obliged to fcrape to the 
inner bark. This walh will remain till the frefh bark comes 
on v then it will jje difcharged of itfelf during the fummer, or 
the next fpfing, leaving a new frelh fmooth bark where the 
old and cankery was taken off. Next fpring, if any of the old 
bark remains, you may repeat the fame operation, which wilt 
caufe all the remaining old bark to dough off like a fcab front 
a wound on the human body. By thefe means you will keep 
your trees in a fine flourifliing healthy ftate, and in general, 
prevent them from becoming bark-bound. 

" Remember to cut off* all the ends of the fmall (hoots, 
where the canker had injured them laft year. Cut off alfo the 
old fruit (talks, and all the fmall dead (tubs, which, if left, will 
never fail to bring on the canker. 

" How common is it to fee, in all parts of the country, great 
numbei<oTt*$es fo affe&ed with this difeafe, as not to produce 
fruit enough in twelve or fourteen years, to pay half the ex- 
penfe attending them ; whereas, if they were to be managed 
according to the foregoing directions, they would more than 
pay all the expenfe in three years. 

u The gum is a. kind of gangrene, incident to fruit trees of 
the (tone kind, and arifes from the following caufes : from 
injudicious pruning, from bruifes, or any injuries received itt 
the wood or bark ; it may alfo be occafioned by a carelefs 
application of ladders, in gathering the fruit, but it particularly 
originates where large limbs have been lopped or broken off*. 
This difeafe may be known before the gum itfelf makes its 
appearance. The bark at firft becomes of a brownilh color, 
which gradually grows darker, till at laft the gum begins ttf 
ooze out like little blifters. As foon as any of thefe fymptoms 
are obferved, the infeCted part (hould be cut out with a (harp 
inftrument, and the compofition and powder applied immed&- 
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ately. You mull obferve to cut out the gum perfeftly clean'; 
you will fee it oozing out from between the wood and bark : 
this muft be followed till you come to the white clean bark 
and wood. If afterwards any gum fliould make its appearance* 
it muft be fcraped off \ which is beft done when it is moiftened 
with rain, as you can then fcrape it off eafily, without hurting 
the bark. This muft \?e done without delay, otherwife the 
difeafe will rapidly advance.” 


Gypfum , better known by the Name u Plajler of Paris ” — Signs by 

which to judge of its Purity . By a Member of the Kennebeck 

Agricultural Society . 

[Extra&ed from a paper publifhed by the Maflachufetts Agricultural Society.} 

“ THOUGH plafter of Paris has long been ufed in the 
arts, yet within forty years only is it underftood to have been 
applied to agricultural ufes. Mr. Meyer, a clergyman of the 
canton of Berne, in Switzerland, is the firft who made it 
known as a manure, to the lovers of agriculture. The intelli- 
gence foon communicated itfelf to the middle ftates of the, 
American union, probably by the means of their German 
fettlers. From thefe two centres the practice is gradually 
extending itfelf ; but lefs gradually perhaps in Europe than in 
the United States. 

“ The plafter employed in America, is fometimes fhipped 
from Havre de Grace, in France ; but it is more conftantly 
brought from Nova Scotia. It is doubtful which of thofe is 
the heft, when applied as a manure, in the American climate. 

« The plafter or gypfum imported into the United States, 
when proper for agricultural purpofes, has the following fgns : 
before it is pounded it exhibits many (hining fpecks, fome- 
what refembling thofe feen in loaf fugar ; its particles are often 
arranged in figures more or lefs regular ; it has no conftant 
color, though parts of it are frequently of a dirty pale yellow 
brown, a pale pink, or a pale blue color ; its weight feldom 
very much exceeds double the weight of water, when the 
fpecimen is pure ; and the nail of the finger commonly makes 
an impreffion upon its furface : when it is ground for a fhort 
time between the teeth, it ceafes to be gritty. , If the powder 
be placed in an iron pot over the fire, it will brifkly bubble (or 
feem to boil) without the aid of moifture, coinmonly fending 
out a fmell like that of brimftone ; and while bubbling, it is 
faid that it will admit of a ftraw being thruft to the bottom of 
the pot. Powdered plafter may be difiolved in about 500 
times its weight of fpring water, at the common temperatures 
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ef the rooms in which we live ; but when the water is heated 
confiderably, more may be diflolved, though the chief of the 
extra quantity will be depolited when the water becomes cool 
again. If the plafter be moift, it feems to raft iron more 
readily than mere moifture alone ; for nearly one half of the 
weight of plafter (in the common temperature of the air) con- 
lifts of vitriolic or fijlphuric acid. # This quantity of incorpo- 
rated acid, probably prevents the effervefcence of plafter with 
frefh quantities of acid, when the plafter is pure. 

“ ¥or common farming purpofes, it may be fufficient to 
know, that dry powdered plafter, when well heated over the 
fire, will bubble brilkly, and in general will yield a fmell like 
that of brimftone. The trial by the teeth and by the nail 
may alfo be attended to.” 

N. B. Any who may have been in the ufe of the plafter, would oblige us, 
and undoubtedly gratify the public, by a communication of their fuccefs, 
the kind of foil, the manner and the purpofe for which it vyas applied. 


Some Experiments on Sea-Coal as a Manure . By Thomas Ewell. 

[From the Walhington Federalift.] 

IN the propofals I have iffued, for the publication of a 
new work on chemiftry, to be adapted for the ufe of the 
public in general, it is ftated, that I would relate fome experi- 
ments, inftituted to throw light on the art of enriching impov- 
erifhed lands. The refult of feverai of thefe has lo far ex- 
ceeded my fanguine expectations, that I haften to publifh them $ 
hoping to turn the attention of farmers to a fubjeCt by which 
their interefts may be incalculably promoted. 

From a train of reafonings, I was led to believe, that the 
common fea, pit, or mineral coal, which is fo abundant in the 
United States, when finely pulverized, might prove a ufeful 
manure. To afcertain the truth of this, I made the following 
experiment. 

In three fmall pots I put equal quantities of a yellow clay, 
which had lately been removed from feverai feet below the 
furface of the earth. To the firft pot, a table fpoonful of finely 
powdered pit-coal was added ; to the fecond, the fame quan- 
tity of powdered charcoal [blackfmith’s coal] obtained from 
the common oak ; and the third was left without any addition. 
The fame number of found grains of corn were planted in 
each ; the fame quantity of water was daily added to each ; 
and they were expofed in fimilar fituations to the actions of 

* Gypfum, in general, if fuppofed divided into ten parts, contains five of 
acid and three or four of calcareous matter, the reft being water. 


Digitized )OQlC 



SS „ ^cwucultcexi* 

light. The rapidity of the growth of the com in the pot with 
lea* coal, exceeded any thing of the kind I ever witneffed. 
Many days did not elapfe before this corn was four inches 
high) while at this time, that with the common charcoal 
was not two inches high, and that with the clay alone* had 
only fprouted. ♦ 

After this experiment was made, I procured feveral final! 
pots, and in each put the fame quantity of clay. To the firft 
I added a drachm of fea-coal ; to the fecond, a drachm of 
horfe manure , to the third) the fame quantity of plafter of 
Paris; and to the fourth) the fame quantity of common aihes : 
the fifth was left without any addition. To each of thefe the 
feme number of found grains of wheat and com were added. 
The precautions taken in the firft experiment) were ftridlly 
adhered to in this inftance. In a few days my great expedi- 
tions from the pit-coal were fomewhat leffened, by perceiving 
that the wheat in the horfe manure was an inch high before 
that of the other pots appeared : however, this was but a Ihort 
time ; for the wheat in the pot with the fea-coal came up, 
grew to an equal height in a few days, and in a fortnight, 
although the weather was cold, exceeded it by two inches . The 
com in the pot with coal, maintained a ftill greater fuperiority : 
it appeared more healthy, and was more than twice as large as 
the hrgtfi in the other pots. Several of my acquaintances 
were aftonifhed, to fee this great difference in vegetation, pro- 
duced in lb Ihort a time. 

Pit-coal muft be cheaper than any article ufed as a manure, 
fince it is found in fo many parts of this country. The above 
experiments unquestionably fhow, that when powdered, its 
powder, in quickening the vegetation of com and wheat, is 
much greater than any manure with which we are acquainted. 
Our knowledge of the effedis of chemical bodies on growing 
vegetables, is but in its infancy. Probably the difcoveries 
which have been made are not as generally known a9 they 
Ihould be. It may be owing to this caufe, — for example, that 
an ounce of fidphuric acid is not added to every cart load of 
manure; which has long fince been found, in England, to 
render it doubly valuable. 

I congratulate my fellow^citizens of Virginia, on their profe 
pedt of renovating their large tradts of impovcrilhed lands. 
By fpeedily ufing the coal in their inexhauftible mines, I hope 
the fertility of all their farms will foon be reftored ; and that 
the laboring poor, among my hofpitable countrymen, in future, 
may not fuffer fo much as to be dependent for bread. 

THOMAS EWELL. 

Georgetown , diflrift of Columbia . 
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MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 

ARTI QL*. II?. 

Bill of Mortality in Concord , (Mafs.) from January 1, IT®, 
to January 1, 1806, 27 Year?; communicated in a Letter t by 
the Rev . Ezra Ripley, dated Concord , February 8, 1806. 


Year. 

No. 

l Year old 

70 y^zrj 

80 Years 

90 Years 

or under. 

upward. 

and upward. 

and upward. 

17 L 9 

12 

12 

2 

2 

5 

0 

1 

0 

• 

O 

8i 

8s 

\l 

2 

2 

6 

9 

4 

4 

3 

1 

p 

u 

% 

£ 

4 

4 

4 

1 

a 

• 

2 

*7 

1 

2 

0 

0 

19 

4 

4 

a ' 

% 

u 

12 

a 

2 

1 

0 

*9 

*- 

6 

a 

0 

«9 


a 

5 

* 

,1 

9 ° 

26 

4 . 

l 

a 

V 

9 » 

*Z 

3 

3 

0 

9 * 

26 

4 

s 4 

2 

1 

93 

*9 

a 

5 

2 

ft 

94 

so 

1 

5 

3 

1 

$ 

21 

26 

0 

2 


2 

1 

ft 

0 

% 

21 

22 

3 

1 

6 

8 

3 

3 

0 

X 

99 

20 

0 

S 

1 

0 

1800 

25 

5 

3 

1 

l 

3 » 

4 

8 

4 

' © 

2 

& 

s 

3 

3 

7 

5 

2 

3 

0 

1 

4 

6: 

1 

4 

10 

J 

1 

1 

0 


m 

77 

*44 

67 

rS 


The number of male* 247, of females 828, of blacks 17. 

Of the above, 6 died of the fmall-pox natural way, 2 by 
inoculation, 20 by cafualties, 98 of confumptions, 20 of palfies* 
7 of apoiexies, 9 of cancers, and 2 pf the lock-jaw. The re** 
maining number died of the various kinds of fevers and other 
difta&s which ufuafiy attack and deftroy the human body. 
No particular difeafe has raged among us in any one feafon, 
except the fiaalkpox. 

The writer of this does not affirm, that the above ftatement 
is perfefliy juft, but he is confident that it is very nearly cor- 
rect. It may not be improper to obferve, that ftill-born chit* 
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dren, ftrangers, and refidents for a fhort term, who have died 
in this town, are not reckoned. 

On the above bill, prefented us by the Rev. Mr. Ripley, 
we will take the liberty to remark, that more than one in 
three of thofe who have died reached the refpeftable old age 
d feventy or more years ; one in feven died at one year old* 
p an der. 

# ^Concord, according to the laft cenfus, contains about 1679 
inhabitants. 


ARTICLE IV. 


A Bill of Mortality in Portf mouth , (N. H .) from January 1 , 1801, 
to January 1,^1806, 5 Tears . 


®r. Lyman Spalding of Portfmouth, publiflies annually 
a very regular and a correct bill of mortality for that place. 
To the polite attention of this gentleman, in forwarding us his 
bills for the five laft years, we are indebted for the following 
information. 


Year. No. 

Died in 1801 loo 

1802 150 

1803 14 7 

1804 110 

1805 135 

642 


1 Year old 
or under. 
*5 
3o 
27 
32 

24 


70 Years 80 Years 90 Years 
and upward, and upward . and upward • 
7 5 2 

5 3 2 

7 8 o 

4 5 * 

5 7 * 


128 28 28 


6 


Of the above, 124* died of confumption, 61 of fevers, 31 of 
canker-rafh (fcarlatina,) 40 of colera infantum (of infants,) 27 
of hooping-cough, 1 1 of meafles, all in 1802, 7 of croup in 
1805, 16 of quinfy, 5 of dyfentery, 30 of palfy, 12 of apoplexy, 
5 of cancers, 2 of lock-jaw, 29 of cafualties. 

1801. — a A bilious remitting fever prevailed the whole 
year. From June to October the colera infantum was preva- 
lent. From September to the end of the year, the hooping- 
cough was endemic.” 

1802. — “ Very unhealthy, fome epidemic having raged the 
whole year. The hooping-cough in January and February 
was very prevalent, and fome fporadic cafes continued till 
September. The meafles made their appearance about the 
middle of March, and were very prevalent till July ; at which 
time a bilious malignant fever made its appearance, and con- 
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tinned till Auguft ; when the colera and caaker-raih com- 
menced, and continued through the year.” 

1804. — “ The colera of infants made its appearance in June, 
and concentred into November. The hooping-cough appear- 
ed in September, and prevailed to the end of the year. The 
quinfy, or croup, was firft noticed in O&ober, and its footftejfis 
are traced to the laft of December.” 

About one in twenty-three of thofe who died reached the 
age of feventy or more years ; one in Jive died at one year old 
or under. Still-born children, and premature births, are not 
taken into this calculation. 

The Doftor, in his bills for the three years laft pafted, has 
been fo particular as to mark the fexes. In thefe three years, 
76 have died of confumption \ of thefe, 20 were males, and 
56 females ! 

The marriages and births for the laft three years have been 
as follows : 

Births. Marriages . 

>*»}&* 

Si' '”“'*93 <H 

$!»»'•» * 

Total 8ol 

Portfmouth is fituated 43° 5' north latitude, and 6° 20' eaft 
longitude, from Wafhington ; and contains about 6000 inhab- 
itants. 

Quejlion. 

WHY is it that the ravages of the Confumption are fo 
much greater with the female fex than with the male i 


ARTICLE V. 

V 

Mammoth SQUASH ; communicated in a Letter from Asa John- 
» son, Efq, dated Leominjler , October 28, 1805. 

OR. ADAMS, 

I RAISED this feafon, in my garden, a fquafh, of a fpecies 
commonly known by the name of Yellow crooked neck winter 
SquaJhj which exceeded any thing of the kind I have ever 
before feen. Its dimenftons, meafuring from the centre of its 
Item over its back, on the convex fide, to the centre of its 
ilern, were fortyfeven inches ; round its neck, near the ftem. 
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$ rdSnd its b&fy, thirty inches : it freighted 
thirty-five pounds. This lquaih Wsis palatable and good. 

ASA JOHNSON. 

i > <■*. 


AR'TiGliE VI. 

COftfi.1lSPONDENCl£S have been opened with gentle- 
men ift different places, generally at the diftance of about 
fifty miles one from the other ; the number of which will be 
mu further increased, for the purpofe of obtaining courfes of 
i meteorological and other obfervations, dire&ed particularly to 
the degrees of heat, or variations of the thermometer (Faren- 
heit’s) at fun-rife and at two o’clock P. M. courfe of the 
Winds, father, Quantity of fnow or rain fallen, progrefs of the 
feafons and of vegetation, ftate of health and the moft preva- 
lent difeafes, particularly epidemical difeafes, their mortality, 
blights, mildews, infers, &c. 

The remarks on vegetation will commence with the firft 
appearance of it in the fpring, and will be made on the putting 
forth of leates and the blofloming of trees, the flowering of 
plants, the progrefs and the maturity of the feveral kinds of 
grain, the falling of leaves, and other fymptoms of decay in 
autumn. In thefe obfervations, a preference will be given 
to thefe vegetables and trees which are of the moft valuable 
kind, and which are the moft common and eafy of obfervation. 

Such is the defign before us, the utility of which, pfbvided 
it fhall be properly executed, is too abundantly evident to 
require any particular illuftration. The influence of pul* at-*- 
mofphere and of the feafons, in their great variations, on the 
health of the inhabitants of this country, has been but too 
little obferved. The prefent inquiry, inftituted at different 
places, in towns on our fea-coaft and in the country, will lead 
to a double comparative view of thefe fubjefts : 1. A compar- 
ifon of the different ftates of the atfnofphere> degrees and 
variations of heat and moiftute, feafoii, vegetation, and the 
correfponding health or difeafes of the inhabitants, in different 

f daces the fame year ; and 2. A like companion of the fame 
iibjefts, at the fame places in different years. Such an inquiry, 
carefully and diligently purfued, it muft be expefted, cannot 
fail of calling fome new light on the climate and the difeafes 
of dur country. 

Thefe obfervations commenced for January in only three 
different towns : they have fince been commenced, or are 
about being commenced, in various other places* 
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Rejult of Meteorological and other Obfervations, for January ISO'S ; 
made at MASQN 9 (N. H.) 50 Miles northweft of Bojion^ by the 
Rev . Ebenezer Hill ; at Leominster , (Mafs.) 45 Miles 
ivejlwardly from BoJton y by Abijah Bigelow, Efq. ; at Ct)N- 
CORDj ( Mafs .) IS Miles nortlrwejl of Bojton y by Dr. Isaac 
Hurd :—~For the Medical and Agricultural Rcgifter. 


January, 

1806. 

?? 
e § 

? « 
5 a 

4r«i 

1* 

s=v 

Qreatejl heal 
in the month. 

Lc&ft heat in 
the month . 

Prevailing 

winds. 

.. . . . . f.. 

$ 

•f 

£ 

Mafon 

Eeominfter 

Concord 

*3 

2^4 

38 J 

34 tV 

3«>l 

s 9 t* 

30th day 55 0 

3<> 5» 

3® 48 

18 th day 4 0 
18 4 

16 T* 

W.N.W^N. 

N.E.&N.W. 

i 

3< 


Mafm . 

. — Inc. 

3d day, (how, N. > , 
fair 10 a. M. > * 


7th, (how, N. E. 4 


9th, fnow, N. W. > 
10th, a little fnow > 3 
at evening. ) 
13th, fprink. of rain") 
and mifty, fnowj 
at night, S. W. 718 
14th, fnow day and | 

night, N. J 
15th, cloudy, fair. 

19th, fnow began at ) 
evening, N. >7 
20th, fnow, W.of N. ) 


21ft, cloudy, freezing 
mift, flail. 

22d, fnow 7 P.M. N.") 


23d, fnow day and 
nigbt, W. of N. 


24th, fnow till 9 A. 
m. fair. 


>28 


Total of fnow /L4 7J 


WEATHER. 

Lcominjler. 


3d day, fnow, N. fair 10 

A. M. 

4th, rain in the evening. 

7th, fnow, N.E. 4 P.M. 
rain. 

9th, fnow, wind northwd. 

toth, a little (how at 
evening. 

13th, rainy moming,fnow 
at night. 

14th, fnow and hail day 
and night. 

15th, fnow in morning. 

19th, fnow 4 p. m. N. 

20th, fnow, even, mift 
with rain. 

21ft, cloudy, trees cov- 
ered with ice. 

22d, fnow at night. 

23d, fnow, wind north- 
wardly. 


24th, cloudy. 


Concord. 

foe. 

3d day, fnow* N. i£ 


7th, fnow, N. E. 

fprink. of rain. 
9th, fnow, N. E. 
loth, fnow evening, 
S. E. 


i* 

I s 


13th, rain, fnow at 4^ 
p. m. wind W. I 


by N. 

14th, fnow, N. E. 


>9 


15th, fnow in mom. J 
19th, fnow 5 p. M. > 
N.N.E. £8 b 

20th, fevere ftorm. ) 


8tft, cloudy, N.N.E. 


22d, cloudy, fnow,') 
N.N.E. f 


23d, violent ftorm, 9 
p. m. rain thro’ 
the night, fnow 
fettled 8 inches. 

24th, fnow, wind 
N. N.E. ' 


>2t 

. 


Toftl of fnow ft . 4 14 


Mafon . — The depth of fnow was taken either from aftual 
meafurement or from the judgment of men who had been 
where it did not drift ; in which cafe, the mean difference of 
tkeir opinions has been taken. 
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Concord . — The thermometer abroad, at N. N. E. In, the 
fnow ftorm of the 22 d, 23d, and 24th, no dedu&ion is made 
for the fettling of the fnow by the rain ; the total of the fnow 
for die three days was 22 inches. 

The thermometer at Mafon and at Leominfter, we under- 
ftand is fituated in an open or fome unfinifted apartment of the 
houfe. This confideration will affift us in reconciling the dif- 
ference in the refult of the degrees of heat ' in thofe places and 
that of Concord. To thofe who are not particularly acquaint- 
ed with this inftrument, it may be proper to obferve, that 32*" 
is, called the freezing point, that is, when the quickfilver ftands 
at 32 degrees water freezes ; 76° is called fummer heat \ 98* 
blood heat ; and at 212° water boils. 

The refult of the degrees of heat for Mafon and Leominfter 
compare very nearly together. There were but very few days 
in the month, however, in which the ftate of the thermometer 
was exattly the fame in both places, differing 1°, 2°, 3°, 4°, 
and in fome inftances 6°, in one place, from that in the pther. 
Leominfter is fituated about 18 miles to the eaft of fouth from 
Mafon, upon which you come immediately after defcending 
from off the high lands. For Mafon, fee topographical de- 
fcription, page 13 of our firft number. 

The particular and minute attention of thofe gentlemen 
engaged in thefe obfervations, is highly gratifying to us, and 
it is prefumed will be greatly fatisfaftory to our readers. 


N O T E. 

A c ommu N i c at i o N from a firftjfirefted towards his fruit trees, for 
very refpe&able fource, on the plant- which reafon we have been the more 
ing and pruning of apple trees, has been particular on this fubjeft, in our firft 
received ; it did not, however, come to numbers. It is a praftice, however, 
hand till our Agricultural department of our beft cultivators, authorized by 
was in type ; it is therefore reluftantly found reafoning and by experience, to 
deferred till our next number. The fufpend the operation of pruning for 
attention of the hufbandman, on the feveral weeks yet to come, 
opening of a new year, is generally 
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Medical 

for tie MEDICAL aHd AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

2>R. ADAMS, 

If you think the following cafe comes within the 
Icope of your infant publication, and worthy of infertion, you 
will give it a place, and oblige, perhaps, fome of your readers. 

IATROS. 

Cafe. 

ABOUT 2 o’clock, p. u. dn the 30th. of May, 1805, 

Mifs P R chewed, out of curiofity, a little of the 

frefh toot of Wake-robbin,* and incautioufly fwallowed a 
fmall quantity of it. In a few minutes £he complained of a 
burning fenfation in her mouth and throat, and of great difi- 
trefs at her ftomach ; which was foon fucceeded with a nau- 
fea, and frdthing at her mouth : then came on fpafmodic 
contractions of the mufcles and tendons of the hands and 
arms, accompanied with palenefs and coldnefs of thefe parts : 
pretty foon afterwards, the fpafms alfo feized her lower ex- 
tremities, fo that fhe could not walk, even with ailiftance ; and 
the furface of her body became univerfaily of a purple color : 
at length her (peech was depraved, fo that {he was unable to 
talk plainly : finally, fpafms with pain, feized the ereftor muf- 
cles of the neck and back, and bent her backward in the 
Jnanner of that variety of locked-jaw, known among phyfi- 
cians by the term Opifthotonos. She Bill appeared to poffefil 

* M Cuckowpint. Dragon-root. Wake-robbin. Lords and Ladies.” — Meat. 
Am. Acad* vof, L p. 407. . Sometime^ alfo called Swampfomtip, 1 b#» 
lieve. — Artun, Pharm. Lond. and Ed. . 

TOL. U € 
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her intelleftual faculties, but could not fpeak.' By this time* 
a dofe of the emetic tartar [a puke] was procured and given 
her ; (the family phyfician being abfent from home.) For 
the fpace of an hour after taking the emetic, and before it 
began to operate, the* fpafms remitted, but did not go off till 
an hour or more after it had done operating. She brought 
tip nothing but the contents of her ftomach, which were her 
dinner, lately eaten, together with the fmall quantity of the 
Wake-robbin root which {he had fwallowed. She continued 
AD feel, occafionally, f6me degree of the fpafms and pain, with 
ttaufea, through the afternoon : fhe had an uneafy-night ; and 
the naufea recurred on the two or three following days, but 
was felt mod confiderably in the mornings. She gradually 
recovered her ufual date of health* _ 

The yqung lady, the fubjeft of this cafe, is aged 18 years ; 
has black hair and ,eyes, and a fmooth fkin ; is of a flender 
con/Htution, but commonly healthy. No caufe could be af* 
figned for the didurbances excited in her fydem, except the 
Wake-robbin root ; nor as contributing to their aggravation* 
except her dinner ; for fhe was in ordinary health before tak- 
ing the root : k is prefumed, however, that the effefts of it on 
her fydem, were fomewhat Angular and peculiar to her ; for 
it is hardly credible, I think, that fo fmall a quantity as fhe 
believed fhe fwallowed, could produce fuch alarming fymptoms 
in every perfon. N 

The pungent and inflammatory acrimony of frefh Wake- 
robbin root, is well known to mod country people, and to 
phyficians. The latter, probably, are generally acquainted 
with its ufefulnefs in the cure of certain difeafes ; and a cau* 
tion is fuggeded to the former, from the recital of the fore-\ 
.going cafe, to be very careful in ufing it themfelves, or in ad- 
iminidering it to others who are ignorant of its terrible power* 
either with a view to impofe on them, or obviate their ailment#. 
* D***********s, March, 1806. 


An Account of Refufcttatioti in it Cafe cffippofed Dekth from Yel- 

- low Fever . In a Letter from Dr. Rush, [ of Philadelphia 

i ~4oDr. Coxe* . 

[From the Medical Mufeum.] 

fIR, 

- IN the month of Augud, of the year 1798, the yellow 
fever appeared in Marcus Hook, a fmall village fituated on the 
banks of the river Delaware. The crews of the United 
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States’ veflfels Ganges and Retaliation, which lay along fide of 
the village, were at the fame time attacked with the difeafe. 
Upon the firft indifpofition, each perfon was removed from 
the vefiels and conveyed to tents fitted up for his reception, 
on an elevated and healthy fpot of ground in the neighbor-* 
hoed *, where, through the humane attentions of the com* 
mander, he was provided with every neceflary that his fituation 
required. 

Out of fixty feamen, ordinary feamen, and mariners, who 
had been fent to the tents, many had the difeafe mildly, foma 
fuffered feverely, and four died, on the third, fifth, and feventh 
days, with black vomiting, and other fymptoms of great ma- 
lignity. Of the whole number, I have feletted a cafe, which, 
from the rarenefs of its occurrence, may be interefting ancL 
important. 

The particular fymptoms which marked the progrefs of the 
difeafe in this cafe, from the apparent cefiation of life, to its 
complete refufcitation, I am unable to ftate, owing to the cir- 
cumftance of the daily journal remaining in the pofieffion of 
my afliftant, Mr. Parker, after he had retired from the United 
States’ fervice. What I obferved at the time of my vifits, 
which through neceflity were fhort and few, I have corredtly 
ftated, and have no reafon for doubting the truth of what is 
farther advanced, from the reprefentation of Mr. Parker. 

Cafe . 

James Clark, an ordinary feaman belonging to the Ganges,' 
about nineteen years of age, and of a hale conftitution , was at- 
tacked on the feventh of September, with the yellow fever. 
The fymptoms were fuch as charafterize - the malignant 
forms of this difeafe. The force of the difeafe- 'feemed prin- 
cipally exerted on the arterial fyftems, while the muftfular and 
nervous fyftems, appeared to be but fecondarily affedted. The 
pulfe was deprefled at the commencement of the attack, but 
rofe afterwards and became full and ftrong. Twenty-four 
ounces of blood, in all, were taken from his arm in the firft: 
paroxyfm ; during which he was copioufly purged with ftrong 
dofes of calomel. On the fecond day, bleeding and purging 
were dHcontinued, and mercurial fridtions, together with fmall 
and repeated dofes of calomel were prefcribed in order to 
produce a falivation. This however could not be effedted. 
The difeafe, notwithftanding a variety of ftimulants, fuch as 
brandy, ether, and laudanum, arrived at the laft ftage, when 
on the morning of the fourth day, the black vomiting began, 

€2 


Digitized by VjOOQlC 



36 


MEDICAL. 


and continued till twelve o’clock at noon ; at which time it 
was faid, he had expired. Upon paying my fecond vifit* to 
the tents, at four o’clock in the afternoon of the fame day, I 
faw the body of Clark lying in a coffin, and apparently lifelefs* 
Oa clofely examining it, I obferved the pale yellow, that pre- 
vioufly tinged the temples, nails, and neck, changed to an or- 
ange-like hue, and interfperfed with purplifh fpots, refembling 
petechiae. Neither pulfe or heat were perceptible, nor was 
refpiration difcoverable on the mirror, which was held before 
the mouth. Putrefattion, however, had not taken place ; the 
lower jaw was ftill flexible, and upon a more minute examina- 
tion, I felt (or thought I felt) a flight warmth about the epi- 

gaflric region. With fuch flender and evanefcent 

fymptoms of life, experiment indeed promifed little. But 
fomething I was refolved to attempt ; I therefore ordered the 
body to be covered with warm allies from the cook’s "fire, 
and a gill of very flrong brandy tody to be poured down the 
throat every half hour. Being called away, I could not wait 
to fee the effedfc of thefe remedies ; but requefted Mr. Parker 
to continue the ufe of them, whilft any hope remained of 
their being fuccefsful. On my return, at funrife, the follow- 
ing morning, I had the pleafure of finding Clark propped up* 
indulging himfelf with foup. From Mr. Parker I learned, 
that about eight o’clock, after he had received a quart of 
brandy, he began to refpire ; that the brandy was continued, 
in the fame proportion which I had prefcribed, until eleven 
o’clock, when he was fo far recovered as to complain of thfe 
warmth of the afhes ; that he was then taken out of the cof- 
fin, and laid on ftraw on the ground. Port wine fangree was 
then fubftituted for brandy, and was regularly adminiflered 
till day light, when he refufed to take any more, and called 
for food. 

On the treatment of the above cafe, it may be proper to 
remark, that, had convulfions or fpafms attended the apparent 
difiblution, I fliould have hefitated in pouring a fluid down the 
throat ; as when death occurs in convulfions, the glottis [open- 
ing of the windpipe] might not be completely clofed, while the 
mufcles of the epiglottis [the cover of the opening of the 
wjndpipe] partaking alfo of the general cojivulfion, might re- 
tain it in an ere& pofition : hence a fluid would pafs into the 
lungs, as well as into the iiomach ; a circumftance which 
would prevent refufcitation. But in cafes like Clark’s, where 
mufcular relaxation accompanied the apparent -extinction of 
life, the epiglottis muft necefiarily be in contaft with the 
glottis, and thereby prevent the admiffion of a fluid into the 
lungs. 
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If the hiftory of the above cafe fhould ferve to prevent pre- 
mature interment) and lead to the ufe of remedies for refuf* 
citation, in doubtful cafes of death from fever, as well from 
caufes which induce it fuddenly, it will be a high gratification te 
Your Friend, 

JOHN RUSH. 

Philadelphia^ Augujl 1 7, 180K 


Blood Root , its Efficacy in Jaundice , tsV. By James Mease, m. d. 

[From the Philadelphia Medical MuCeum.] 

SANG UINAR I A Canadenfs , or blood root, red root, is a 
very common plant in our woods. An inaugural experimental 
difiertation on it was written by Dr. Downey, of the univerfity 
of Pennfyl vania, in the fpring of 1803. Among the virtues 
afcribed to it in that cftflertation, one is unnoticed, which 
probably renders this plant of more value than any of its other 
virtues. I allude to its efficacy in removing jaundice. Shoeps 
barely mentions its ufe in that complaint ; but my authority 
for its utility therein, is Thomas Cooper, Efq. of Northumber- 
land, who, in a letter which J lately received from him, men- 
tions, that Dr. Smith, of Wilkefbarre, in Luzerne county, has 
for fome years paft ufed the powdered root, with great fuccefs, 
in dofes of fifteen or twenty grains ; and further obferves, 
that it is a chief ingredient in the quack medicine known by 
the name of Raw/ oris titters . 


AGRICULTURAL* 

For the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

Obfervations on Orchards , with Directions for Planting and Prun- 
ing Fruit Trees • 

There is fcarcely any part of a farm that is efteem- 
ed fb ufeful and valuable as the orchard . Yet, perhaps, it is 
that which is the moft negle&ed. If you count the number 
of apple trees on a farm, or even in a whole townihip, proba- 
bly not one tree in ten will be found to pay, by its fruit, for 
the ground it occupies ; either becaufe it bears little fruit, or 
what it bears is bad, or ripens out of feafon, or is dropped in 
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the pafture, where the cows are greatly injured in their milk, 
by eating the wind-falls. A Angle tree has been known to 
produce in one year, apples enough for flic or feven barrels of 
cider ; while there are many fcores of dwarfifh trees in bacf 
condition, flowly decaying, with deep mortal wounds, and on 
a barren foil, that afford lefs fruit in twenty years. 

It would be a great public benefit if your Regifter fhould 
roufe the attention of farmers to a better fyftem of treatment 
of their apple trees. The want of rules and directions is not 
half fo much to be lamented as the general want of care. In-, 
deed fo little forefight and judgment appear in many inftances 
of planting orchards, one would fuppofe the rifk was confidered 
as falling on the trees, not on the owner . He feems to fay, 
grow or die, and yet he manages the matter fo unaccountably 
that they can do neither for the firft eight or ten years. 

Young trees are chofen from a nurfery, rank and tender as 
weeds with the forcing power of hoeing and manure. They 
are twifted and torn out of the ground, and the mangled roots 
are crowded into a fmall hole of the depth and dimenfions of 
a peck meafure. The tree,* pent up as it were in an iron pot, 
cither dies in the fummer, or the efforts nature makes to break 
out by the roots from the hard little circle in which they are 
confined, are made in vain. Thpfe efforts are renewed, and 
again in vain, the next fummer* Thus the tree is dwarfed, 
•every fcratch on the bark cankers and fpreads a rot to the 
heart, and in feven years it has fcarcely made any advances. 
The life of fuch a tree muff be fhort, fickly, and barren. 

It is recommended to prepare the ground for an orchard 
with diligence before the trees are planted. Dig holes as 
large as the fmall wheel of a waggon, at lead a year before 
you fet the trees. Throw the top of the earth into a heap by 
jitfelf 5 with a fpade and fmall iron bar loofen the foil eighteen 
inches deep, and throw out this under bed of earth into an- 
other heap. The ground thus expofed fo wide and deep to 
the fun, rain and froft, and tfye wider and deeper the better, 
will mellow anti fweeten. In the fpring, fay in April, choofe 
young natural or ungrafted trees from a nurfery, that are free 
from wounds on the bark. Carefully take them up with their 
whole fpreadof roots. Half the trees ufually get their death 
wound in taking up. In planting them out, firft prune away 
broken and difeafed roots, and* fuch as crofs each other, and 
then draw round them into the hole the top of the ground 
that was laid in the pile the year before $ it will be mellow 
and rotten. After this throw 1 in the other heap. 

So large and wide a hole will afford a fpafe for the rpots tp 
fpread as good as tilled land. Before the weather become?! 
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yery dry,4i fork-full of old hav fhould be flung on to the dug 
circle in which the tree ftands : this will prevent the trees per-* 
ifhing in July and Auguft with drought. Carefully remove 
this hay in November that the field mice may not find a har* 
bor to, gnaw and fpoil the tree in the winter. The hay fhould 
be replaced or more brought the fecond fummer, after which 
the tree having filled up with its roots the wide circle in which 
it was planted, will begin to break out of it into the harder 
earth. 

Now, if your tree is healthy and flourifhing, you may graft 
it, and this operation will augment the vigor of its growth* 
Care muft be taken to form the head of the tree ; by remov- 
ing the twigs that it is forefeen will interfere, a spreading 
fhape may be given to the top, and the tree will have little 
future occafion for pruning. , 

But as this early care may not happen to be bellowed, or 
may not be fkilfully applied, almoft every fpring will call for 
a fparing ufe of the pruning knife. Pruning fhould be deuQ 
in the fpring after the winter has really difappeared, and the 
weather become foft. But it fhould by no means be delayed 
till the month of May : for after the flow of the fap is great, 
the bark at the lips of the wound is apt to peal or gape open ^ 
and as far as the bark peals, the wound will fpread. You 
fhould prune off the limbs clofe to the place of their infertioj* 
into a larger limb, leaving no flump. If after this, the bark 
fhould be raifed up by the ?ir half an inch from the place 
where you cut, a very deep and almoft fatal wound will be 
left. There is reafon to believe that the bark will often ad- 
here clofely to the wood when you prune, but fome days af- 
terwards the air or the flow of the fap will caufe the bark to 
rife. On thefe accounts it feems prudent to prune rather 
early in April, fo that the wound may dry and harden before 
the bark inclines to peal or feparate from the wood. 

If wounds are made at this feafon very fmoothly, and the 
limbs cut off are fmall, nature will foon caufe the new bark 
to fpread over the wounded place. No harm is likely to en- 
fue unlefs the naked wood rots before the bark fpreads over 
it. If the limb cut off be large, this rot will take place ; and 
rely upon it every great wound is a great difeafe. It is better 
to cut of two, three, or ten fmall limbs, than one very large 
one. When this cannot be avoided, make the cuts Hoping To 
that the water may run off. 

Much has been faid of Forfyth’s compofition. It deferves 
commendation. No doubt can be entertained that trees 
fcarcely feel any injury from pretty fevere prunings, if the air 
be fhut out from the naked wood. But there feems to be n« 
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reafon to hold his recommendation of his compofition as ofeful 
to nourifh or ftimulate the conftitution of the trees to be any 
thing better than quackery. Common clay on a wound with 
a piece of bladder bound on with yarn to keep it from crack- 
ing or wafhing off, would anfwer every purpofe of his compo- 
fition,becaufe it would keep the air out. Clay mortar worked 
with cattle’s hair, which is a good mixture for grafting, would 
do for covering wounds, and to fill up the hollows and rotten 

5 >laces in the trunks of trees ; if rags or even paper can be 
ecured upon the furface over the clay to keep off the vio- 
lence of the rain, it would anfwer. 

Nor does it feem clear that the removal of every particle of 
the cankered wood, as Forfyth dire&s, is neceffary to the 
cure of a difeafed tree. Fill it up with clay mortar mixed 
with hair, and exclude the air and water, the fermentation 
muft of courfe ceafe, and nature, relieved from her malady, 
will haften to renew the branches of the tree. Stop the rot 
and you flop the difeafe. 

There feems alfo to be good reafon to queftion whether 
Forfyth has been able to renew the wood of a tree where no- 
thing remained found but bark : yet this is what he pretends 
to have done. 

C3* On the whole; to have flourilhing orchards, choofegood 
land, and keep it in good heart without ploughing. Prevent 
wounds on your trees, but when they happen prevent the aiy 
and wet from all communication with them,. 


Further Extracts from a Paper publijhed by the Majfachufetti 
Agricultural Society , on Gypfum> or Plajler of Paris • By a 
Member of the Kennebec Agricultural Society. 

“ THE manner in which plafter produces its good effe&s, 
when employed in agriculture, appears never to have been 
made the objeft of minute fcientific examination. Farmers 
fiave commonly guefied concerning it, and philofophers on the 
jvhole, have done little better. ****** 

One circumftance is learned from chemifts, namely, that 
plafter quickens the progrefs of putrefaction more than time ; 
and this fingly is of considerable moment. If plafter haftens 
the diffolution of animal and vegetable fubftances when de- 
prived of life, it of courfe prepares their particles for imme- 
diately entering into a new form, as vegetables j and thus 
contributes to the great circulation of piatter, which prevails 
throughout organized nature. There feems alfo to be fome 
peculiar connexion between plafter of Paris and moiJlure % when 
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Aie plafter is brought into a ftate to aB ms manure ; for it is 
faid, that garden beds ftrewed with it are kept light and mel- 
low, and free from baking and drynefs ; and that plants afted 
upon by it, exhibit the dews longer and more plentifully in 
confequence of it. The drynefs of the air in the chief part 
of the United States* makes this a valuable quality to the 
American farmer. ’ 

Plafter is now commonly firft pounded and then ground, f<v 
as to m'eafure from 20 to 25 buihels by the ton $ but it is faid 
to be bell when a bulhel weighs a long hundred, making 20 
bufhels to the ton. 

Plafter is commonly ufed upon different plans , varying ac- 
cording to its objefts. If defigned to laft for a term of years , it 
is ftrewed (in the United States) in the lhape of powder, at 
the rate of 3, 4, 5, and even 6 bulhels to the acre. But the 
prefent opinion of fome American farmers, who have much 
experience in it, feems in favor of an annual application, wher- 
ever it is proper to ufe it at all. The yearly quantity is in 
general little lefs than a bulhel to the acre j though fome, for 
a time, put confiderably more ; and an extra quantity is com- 
monly advifabie in the firft year. 

If it be wilhed to give a fpur to the growth of feed , the feed 
is to be wetted and rolled in plafter ; and when thus coated, 
it is to be fown in the ufual manner. For Indian corn, not 
only this coating with plafter is proper, but a table-fpoonful of 
plafter is afterwards to be ftrewed upon each hill or bank, when 
firft hoed * and fome add a fecond fpoonful over the fecond 
hoeing 5 though the neceffity of this laft operation is doubted 
by others. In the cafe of grain and grafs feed , fown together, 
fome not only wet and coat the feed, but ftrew more plafter 
upon it, when firft fcattered upon the field \ and then cover 
the whole with the harrow or plough. Others coat the feed, 
but wait till the crop appears above ground, before they give 
the top-dreffing with plafter. And this feems the moft pru- 
dent method $ for by ftrewing the plafter too early, fome 
i needs may be favored ; whereas the plafter ought to be appli- 
ed as exclufively as poffible to the crop. Thofe who fow their 
grain in the autumn by itfelf and add clover afterwards during 
the winter, by fowing it upon the fnow, may coat the feeds in 
each cafe with plafter $ and when the ground fettles and dries 
in the fpring, they may fcatter plafter over the whole. 

As to the time of the year for applying plafter, — fome fcatter 
it whenever the grafs is bitten very clofe, or elfe immediately 
after clofe mowing, provided cattle are not to follow ; others 
/do it juft before the commencement of winter ; others throw 
it upon the fnow \ and others fow it immediately when tk$ 
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ground becomes dry, after the departure of the faow***vokU 
ing frozen ground, becaufe it might there be blown away, 
ihould the field be fmall, or in any event be driven into heaps. 
Some divide the dofe for grafs, putting on one half before 
vegetation begins in the fpring, and the other half when the, 
grafs has ftarted. It feems on the whole reafonable to fuppofe, 1 
that the plafter ought not to be ftrewed before it can be . of 
ufe ; left among other reafons, it ftiould diflolve and be wafhed 
from the foil, or left the mixture made from it fhould fink too 
deep into the earth, or left its virtues fhould in any other man-, 
ner be prematurely diflipated. Plafter in general (as has been 
mentioned) fhould be applied to feed at all feafons ; efpecially 
if the feed be fown late in the period appropriated “for it. It 
ihould be put upon crops while in their infant ftate ; efpecially 
with a view to fecure the early (hooting of the fibres, particu- 
' larly in the fpring, and in countries which are hot or dry. As 
to winter grain, indeed, it is probable that plafter will be of 
little fervice to it till the fpring opens, unlefs applied to the 
feed, or unlefs the crop be backward. Experiments, however, 
muft decide many of thefe cafes ; and what has been faid, will 
in general (hew where to employ thefe experiments. 

With refpedt to the foils and foliations fuited for plafter, — it 
is clear that plafter may be thrown away upon wet foils and 
wet climates : it agrees, however, in general, with dry loams 
and hungry foils ; it is favorable to hilly land, where the wa- 
ter cannot lodge and it checks the baking of clays : it is 
commonly ftippoied to be ufelefs near the fea. As the fe^ 
winds are ufually moift, cool, and fait, we (hall not wonder, 
where thefe prevail, that a manure, favoring moifture and 
profpering with heat, and containing fome principles anala- 
gous in a certain degree with thofe of fea fait, fhould .find little 
yoom for exercifing its virtues. It may, however, happen in 
a great continent, where dry winds and a dry atmofphere oc- 
cur, that plafter (hall furnifh inftances of its fuccefs, even, near 
the fea ; of which I have heard examples in New Hampfhire 
and the diftrift of Maine. Climates which are moift, and de- 
ficient in fummer heat, (as Great Britain and Ireland) are no$ 
among thofe where plafter has had the moft numerous advo- 
cates : neverthelefs, in the fouthern parts of England, fituations 
are found where plafter meets the moft flattering fuccefs. On 
the other hand, the drynefs, the heat, and the clear and long 
continued funfhine of the American climate, during fummer, 
|>romife commonly, a favorable opportunity for the action of 

* The farms of general Washington, being ftiff, cold, and moftly 

clayey, received no benefit from plafter, though tried in various manner* : ydfe 

the ‘general *■ believed in, and was friendly to gyp fum as a manure * * f _ .* 
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plafter ; provided no accidental raoift air interferes, whether 
arifing from the fea, the great lakes of the interior, or exten- 
five marfhes or inundations ; and provided the foils and the 
obje&s of the culture be adapted to it. In general we may 
prefume, that heat has a material influence in the procefs by 
which plafter renders fervice to vegetation ; becaufe heat ha* 
a great effedl in promoting chemical foliitions and decompofi- 
tions ; efpecially in conjundtion with moifture, with which 
plafter forms fome fecret alliance. 

The objeSs to which plafter has hitherto moft frequently 
been applied, are grafles, alfo grain, at leaft fpring grain, Indian 
corn, flax, buckwheat, pulfe, and young fruit trees. To none 
of the kinds of grafs, however, has plafter feemed better Ant- 
ed, than to red clover ; red clover being fond of a dry loams 
to which plafter is itfelf particularly fuited. 

It has been aflerted, that plafter is capricious in its effefts * 
this complaint is natural, when fo little is known of the caufet 
which make the plafter to fucceed or fail. The farmer, how- 
ever, fhould recoiled!, that his difappointment, if it occurs, 
may be owing to the ufe of plafter, either in improper quanti- 
ties or at improper feafons, or for improper foils or improper 
objedts ; and that the employment of it may require to be for 
a time fufpended. The plafter alfo may not be of a perfedl 
quality, either from fome original defedt, or perhaps from hav- 
ing been kept too wet. Much alfo may depend upon the 
weather which follows the ufe of it. Plafter in general, to ufe 
the phrafe of the Pennfylvanian farmer, requires fomething to 
feed upon ; (as rotten leaves and roots, and certain manures ;) 
without which, its powers for a time, in a manner ftand frill. 


MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES, 


ARTICLE VII, 

An expeditious Method of deflroying Rats* 

FOR the difcovery of the following complete remedy, we are 
indebted to G. W. Miller, an ingenious apothecary of Wer- 
nigerode, in Germany ; he candidly acknowledges to have de-. 
rived the firft hint for fuch a purpofe, many years fince, from, 
a book written by a celebrated economift $ in fhort it will be 
found the moft expeditious and effedhial mode that can be 
purfued. A capacious calk [covered at top] of moderate 
lieifht xnuft previoufly be procured, and put in the vicinity 
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•f places infefted with rats. During the firft week this veifel 
is employed only to allure the rats to vifit the top of the cafk, 
by means of boards or planks arranged in a floping direction to 
the floor [or bottom of the cellar,] which are every day ftrew- 
•d with oat-meal, or any other food equally grateful to their 
palate ; and the principal part of which is expofed on the 
lurface* After having thus been lulled into fecurity, and 
acctiftomed to find a regular fupply for their meals, a (kin 
of parchment [or fheep-fkin] is fubftituted for the wooden top 
#r cover of the cafk, having been previoufly cut, with tranf- 
verfe incifions, [thus + ] for feveral inches through the centre 
. of the fkin, fo as to yield at the flighted preflure. At the 
fame time, a few gallons of water, to the depth of five or fix 
inches, are poured into the empty cafk. In the middle of 
this element, a brick or ftone is placed, fo as to, projett one or 
two inches above the water; and that one rat may find on the 
former, a place of refuge. Thefe preparatory meafures being 
taken, the boards as well as the top of the cafk fhould now be 
furnifhed with proper bait, in order to induce them to repeat 
their vifits. No fooner does one of thefe marauders plunge 
through the fedlion of the parchment in the veffel, than it re- 
treats to the brick or ftone, and commences its lamentation* 
for relief. Nor are its \yhining notes uttered in vain ; other* 
foon follow, and fhare^the fame fate, when a dreadful conflict 
begins among them, to decide the pofieffiop of the dry afylum. 
Battles follow in rapid fuccefcon, attended with fuch loud and 
noify fhrieks, that all the rats in the neighborhood haften 
to the fatal fpot, where they experience fimilar difafter. Thus 
hundreds may be caught by a ftratagem, which might be great- 
ly facilitated by expofing in the cafk a living rat taken in a 
trap, or purchafed from a profeflional rat-catcher. In thi* 
way thofe deftruftive vermin may be fuddenly exterminated 
from a boufe or neighborhood at very little trouble or expenfe, 

Domejli Encyc . 

* 

ARTICLE VIII. 

GOLD difcovered in North Carolina • 

IN Cabarrus county, (N. C.) gold has been picked up in 
lump? and grains to the amount of many thoufand dollars. It 
was difcovered in the bottom of Meadow Creek. This is a 
fmall ftream which falls into Rocky River, a principal branch 
of the Pedee. The firft piece of this precious metal was found 
by a boy, in July, 1803, who was exercifing himfelf by (hoot- 
ing fmall fifties with a bow and arrow. The mafles were of 
different fifcOs, from very fmall grains to the unexampled bulk 
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#/ 1 lump weighing a quarter of an avoirdupois hundred ! which 
tranfcends by far the piece of native gold fent from Mexico to- 
Spain, for the royal cabinet, on account of its extraordinary 
,£ze. This Carolinian fpecimen of 28 pounds , on being melted 
and refined, loft only fifteen per cent of its weight. The 
fmaller famples loft only from two to five per cent. Other 
pieces have been found of 4 and 5 pounds weight. From a 
report of the Director of the mint, it appears, that about eleven 
tboufrnd dollars of the gold coin, iflued from the mint during 
the year 1804, was formed of this native gold of Cabarras 
county. 

The face of the country in the neighborhood of this Pa<fto- 
lian water, is, for the moft part, very uneven. The foil » 
barren and rocky. The ftrata of the rock are nearly vertical % 
and their dire&ion is from N. E. to S. W. like the other great 
ftrata throughout the United States. In the interftices and 
chinks between thofe ftrata of rock over which Meadow Creek 
runs, the pieces of gold are found, intermixed with fand. 
Flint (quartz) and a blue colored rock (grahite) are the pre- 
vailing kinds of rock hereabout. Another fort of earthy mat- 
ter is irregularly fcattered around, which is perfectly black, 
and covered with a fubftance refemfeling foot ; as is alfo 
another kind of fubftance, which looks like a mixture of tar 
and fand. 

A fpecimen of this gold, in the pofleflion of Dr. Mitchill, 
is of a rich and beautiful yellow, blended with particles of 
quartz : except this addition, it feems to be remarkably malle- 
able and pure. 

As the larger lumps are now chiefly picked up, the people 
are engaged in wafhing and fearching the fand for fmaller par- 
ticles : and it is faid, that the quantity procured in this way, 
is very well worth the feeking. 

Medical Repofitory . 


ARTICLE IX. 

Of the Ages of different Trees — hov) determined . 

THERE is a circumftance attending the growth of trees, 
which ferves to denote their age with great accuracy. The 
body of a tree does not increafe by an univerfal expanfion of 
all its internal parts, but by additional coats of new wood ; 
and thefe are formed every year, by the fap which runs be- 
tween the bark and the old wood. When a tree is cut down, 
this protefs of nature becomes apparent in the number of 
parallel circles, or concentric rings, which fpread from the 1 
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centre to the circumfer/ence of the tree; In many obfervatiofii 
made by others, and by myfelf, upon trees whofe ages were 
known, the number of thefe circles was found to agree exaft- 
ly with the age of the tree. By this method of computation, 
I have always found the pine to be the moft aged tree of the 
foreft, feveral of which were between three hundred and fifty 
and four hundred years of age. The largeft trees of other 
fpecies, are generally between two and three hundred years. 
In the more advanced periods of vegetable life, this method 
of computation often fails ; the decays of nature generally be- 
gin in the central, which are the moft aged parts. From them 
the mortification gradually extends to others ; and thus the 
internal parts of the tree die in the fame order in which they 
were produced ; the progrefs of death regularly and fteadily 
following the fame order and courfe, which had been obferved 
in the progrefs of life. In this ftate of a tree, no computation 
can be made of its age ; but it feems moft probable, that the 
time of its natural increafe and decreafe, are nearly the fame ; 
and that the natural period of vegetable life is double to that, 
which the tree has attained, when it firft begins to decay at 
the heart. 

Dr. Williams's Hijiory of Vermont . 


ARTICLE X. 

A Bill of Mortality in Shrewjbury, for the Tear 1805 ; communi- 
cated in A Letter by the Rev . Joseph Sumner, dated February 
28, 1806. 

SHREWSBURY, according to the laft cenfus, contains 
number of deaths for the laft 


1058 inhabitants. The whole 
year (1805) were 19, viz . 

Complaints . No. Age 
C Pleunly l 
In ) Typh. fever l 
February, j Paify l 

C. Unknown l 
C Phagedsena l 
March, v Convulfions l 
C *Ang.Maligna 2 
April. 4 Ang.Malign^ l 
May. ^ +Hepatitis 


bo 

83 

ilt 

Ini. 

3&a 

fig 


Complaints • No. Age* 


July* 

Auguft. 
September. - 

Oftober. 


December. 


1 

Convul lions l 
Confumption 1 
Confumption 1 
Typh. fever l 
Mortification 1 
Apopleftic 1 
Paify l 

Hydroc. Int. 1 


7 1 

Inf. 

22 

2; 

3 

ll 

86 

2 


From the year 1762 to 1802, the deaths were 491 ; being 
Upon an average between 12 and 13 in a years the births 
were more than twice that number. When the cenfiis was 
taken in the year 1790, there was about one in fifty of the in-, 
habitants, more than 80 years of age. 


Malignant fore throat. 


t Inflammation of the liver. 
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ARTICLE XI. 

Refult of Meteorological and other Obfervat ions, for February, 1806; 
made at PORTSMOUTH , (N. H.) by Mr. Charles Peirce ; 
at MASON and Concord, as in our lajl Number ; and at 
BOSTON : — For the Medical and Agricultural Regifter. 


February, 

1806. 

4 . C 

7 

e a 

<3 01 

^ R 

Grealejl heat 
in the month . 

Leafi heat in 
the month • 

• 

Prevailing 
winds . 

Marriages. 

Births. 

4 

3 

Portfmoutb 

263 

394 

3'» 

20th day 53 0 

6th day io° 

W. & N. W. 




Mafon 

28-H 

M 1 

3 H 

20 

57 

6 9 

W. & N. W. 

— 

— 

t 

Concord 

2 li 

35 

30 

20 

54 

14 0 | 

N.W. 

2 

4 

3 

Boftoa 

27? ! 

b8*| 

3 «» 1 

20 

59 

[6 11 | 

|W. & N. W. | 





WEATHER. 


Portfmouth. 

Mafon . 

T vr 

1 Concord. 

V Tnr 

Bojlon. 

lftd. fnow mod. 

fnow, S. E. 1 

fnow, fleet, N.E. 

fpittingof fn. N.E, 

3 — vio. fn. ftor. 

fn. 8 a.m. N.E. 10 

fn. 8 a.m. N.E. 8| 

fnow, 9 a.m. N.E. 

9a.m. 3 




7 — flying clouds 

8— mixt. of fn. 8 c 

fnow, 2 p.m. a 

cloudy 

cloudy 

rainy 

rain, foggy 

rain, lair at evening 

rain 

9 — high winds 

very high winds 

fnow, N. W. £ 

fnow fquall, N. 
fair, ftill, clQudy 

10 — lowering 

cloudy, ftill, fair 

fair, cloudv 

11 — fnow, E. 1 

cloudy, N. 

cloudy, NJE&W. 

cloudy, N.E. 

12 — fn.ftor.p.M.3 

fnow, 1 p.M.N.E.5 
evening, fprink. of 

fnow at even. E. 3^ 

fnow at evening 

15 — thawey,fome 

rain at fun-fet 

fprinkling of rain 

rain 

18 — mift of fn. & 

rain 

frozen rain & fn. 1 

fnow, cloudy 

rain at evening 

hail 


go — remarkably 

night rain ’ 

general thaw 

night, rain 

warm; night, 
rain 




27 — mod. fn. ftor. 

fair 

cloudy 

fprinkling of rain 

Tot. 7- 

ft. TIT 

A I0 4 - 



Mafon, 22d, fnow moftly gone in open land. 23d, robjflp 
and other fpring birds were feen. 

Concord, 21ft, Mr. Roland Parker, fon of Dr. Parker of 
Harvard, pafftng through town, drowned ; occasioned by Sud- 
den rife of the river. 


. ARTICLE XII. 

Bills of Marriages , Births, and Deaths ; communicated by Gentle- 
men of the Clergy in their refpe&ive Towns ; for 1805. 

Towns. Loft Cenfus. Marriages • Births . Deaths. 


Southborough 
Stoneham 

Danvers (N. Parifh) 

Middleton 

Townfend 

Pembroke (E . Par.) 

Athol 

Parkersfield 


s 

598 

1159 

993 
977 
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To the Editor of the Medical and Agricultural Regifler . 

SIR THE appearance of f© tffeful a work as the Regijler profeifes* 

iuuft be a fource of pleafure to every perfon who has in view the happinefs and 
profperity of his country. That it may meet with fuch patronage as its ufeful- 
Befs deferves, is the fincereft Wife of the writer. But the introduction of fortife 
appropriate pieces of Poetry, I think, would be an elegant improvement of the 
work. Dr. Armstrong’s celebrated “ Art of Preferving Health ,” com- 
bines both beauty of expreffion and folidity of remark. That this truly ufeful 
poem may appear in the Regifler , is the wife of one fubferiber, and will perhap4 
meet the approbation of many. a new Hampshire subscriber. 


J RE introduHion of fame ap- 
propriate pieces of Poetry 99 into the 
Regifler, is a meafure we had prevkmfly 
contemplated. Pains have already 
been taken to make a collection : 
fome pieces hitherto unpublifeed, are 
in expectation. In the mean time, we 
(hall comply with the wifees of our 
eorrefpondent, and prefent fome ex- 
tracts from the poem called for, in our 
next number. 

Our readers in this number will 
find a Confiderable increafe of original 
matter, and feat of a moil interelting 
niture. A communication on the 
“ Natural Hiflory of the Horfe-Bee,” 
another on the “ Angina Maligna, or 
Ulcerous Sore Throat” arc very thank- 
fully received, and will appear in Our 
next number. 

Th i s early attention of our cor- . 
refuondents is highly gratifying to us, 
and, it is prefumed, will dc equally fo 
to bur readers. We hope for an in- 


creafe of thfcfe favoi*. It is our wife* 
fo far as poflible, that the Regifler, in 
a great meafure, feould be filled with 
original communications. This, how- 
ever, it muft be remembered, is a cir- 
cumftante not always to be Controlled 
by any wifees or refolutions of our 
own. As the hufeandman, having pre- 
pared his grouud, and foWn his feed, 
looketh unto Heaven for thofe alter- 
nate rains and funfeines, which may 
caufe it to fpring up and profper....(o 
we, with much labor and considerable 
expenfe, having opened a ready and a 
convenient channel of communication, 
on fubj efts which refpeft the health 
and the agriculture of our country, our 
expectations now are unto the experi- 
enced, the obferving, and the wife, for 
thofe intelligent communications which 
fhall caufe it to profper in bur hands. 
There is a treafure of obfervation in our 
country, continually accumulating wife 
individuals, which being promulgated, 
makes not them “ the poorer J* but 
makes her “ richer indeed 


To the Agents for the Regiflet . 

OUR Agents who wife for any wife, will give particular direction*, 
attention from us, in forwarding their (thofe who have not done itj which 
bundles by fee (lages, mail, or other- will always be carefully attended to. 
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MEDICAL. 


Mr. ADAMS, 

I HERE prefent you, fir, with fome obfervations on 
one of our endemics, which every feafon makes large addi- 
tions to the number of its victims. My wi(h, fir, is, that 
people would view the complaint as in fact it really is — not 
contagious . It is to be feared that many have fuffered for want 
of proper attention in nurfing, if not for medical afliftance ; 
and if thefe remarks fliould have the good fortune to “ do 
away ” unneceflary fear, I {hall feel fatisfied. The theoretical 
part, as applicable to other difeafes, has no claim to original- 
ity; the practical part, from experience I may venture to 
recommend. 

Should you, fir, upon perufal, find it void of “ idle fpecula- 
tion and mere theory,” and worthy a place in your Regifter* 
by inferring it you will oblige 

Your humble fervant, A. B. 

Angina Maligna , or Ulcerous Sore Throat • 

It is generally uChered in with alternate heats and chills, 
great languor, anxiety, naufea and vomiting, fometimes purg- 
ing, acute pain with vertiginous affeCtion of the head, intenle 
thirft ; very frequently a florid appearance, with fome tume- 
faction of the fauces, though not fiifficient to impede degluti- 
tion ; pulfe fmall, frequent, and irregular ; tongue moift, lome- 
t lines covered with a thick yellowifh flough ; {kin dry and 
contracted ; on the fecond or third day generally efflorefcence 

TOL. I., D 
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appears on the ffein, with an abatement of every fymptom % 
on the fifth, or fixth day from the attack, fometimes later, 
efflorefcence difappears, fucceeded by defquamation of the 
cuticle* 

It has ever been the opinion of phyficians, that this difeafe 
was contagious ; N that, the infectious miafma, floating in the 
atmofphere, was inhaled with the breath, or fwallowed with 
the faliva, and from its immediate contact produced the tu- 
mefaction of the fauces : but this is not invariably the cafe ; 
one in four perhaps will have not the leaft enlargement of the 
maxillary glands. Now the queftion will arife, Can the com- 
plaint be communicated in any other way than the ones before 
mentioned, allowing it to be contagions ? I am aware that 
Darwin mentions the inftance of an attendant being under 
the nefceffity of frequently applying a fore hand to the fick, 
who in confequence of it was immediately attacked, apd~died 
of the complaint. Is it not more probable, from his (the 
Attendant) expofed fituation, that he would have contracted 
the complaint by inhalation ? x 

We contend that the complaint is not contagious, and our 
opinion is founded on obfervation. In the two extremities of 
the fame neighbourhood many cafes will occur ; but in the 
intermediate fpace, notwithftanding a daily communication 
with the fick, there will not be a Angle inftance. The nurfes 
and attendants oftentimes efcape, whilft others in the fame 
houfe and neighborhood, who have had no communication 
whatever with the difeafed, will be attacked. 

We offer, as another reafon to prove its non-contagioufnefs, 
the different appearances put on, in the fame ftage of the 
complaint, in different fubjeCts. In fome there is great en- 
largement of the fauces, attended with ulcerations, without 
the leaft efflorefcence ; in others, a full efflorefcence, without 
any tumefaction of the fauces ; and in fome neither. The 
tumefaCUon of the fauces we do not confider as proof that a 
« putrid virus,” or “ miafma fui generis,” (as they are pleafed 
to term it) was inhaled at infpiration, or fwallowed with the 
faliva. The ufe of glands is to fecrete or feparate a fluid from 
the circulating blood. Is it, then, at all improbable that the 
glands fiiould be affeCted with inflammation and- enlargement in 
fecreting a cauftic fluid which has power to erode and exco- 
riate the fkin itfelf ? 

We believe the primary caufe of the complaint to be tor- 
pidity of the liver, induced by the debilitating effeCts of heat, 
or quick tranfition from heat to cold. It has been fatisfafto- 
rily demonftrated, that food, taken into the ftomach, has a 
direft tendency to pafs into acetous fermentation, and that 
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ttie bile, the bafis being alcaleous, is a provifion of nature, to 
(count eraft that difpofition. Whenever, therefore, a partial 
or complete fufpenfion of the natural action of the liver, from 
whatever caufe, takes place, acetous fermentation or feptic add 
is consequently produced ; this acid, lodged upon the ftomach 
and bowels, is taken up by the abforbents, and by a very nat- 
ural a£tion is thrown upon the fkin, producing, from its caus- 
ticity, efflorefcence and defquamation. 

In the method of cure, it is neceffary to excite a natural 
a£tion of the liver, to corre& and obtund the acid already 
colie&ed on the ftomach and bowels, and to aflift nature in 
throwing off the complaint in her own way, by the fkin ; 
thefe intentions are effe&ually anfwered by the ufe of emetics, 
alcaleous Salts, and diaphoretics : the emetic to be made ufe of 
is a combination of ipecacuanha, turpith mineral, and fait of 
tartar *, to be given in quantity Sufficient to produce one or 
two ejettions, and repeated every fixteen or eighteen hours, 
until it produces copious perfpiration. After the emetic, to 
allay the thirft, a weak Solution of Salt of tartar in common 
water with vinum antimonii to be taken freely. When the 
patient is comatofe, as is often the cafe, and the ftomach can- 
not eafily be excited by an emetic, the ufe of epifpaftics have 
been found very Serviceable. Where there is ulceration of 
the fauces, frequently touching them with the powder of 
allum, or garbling the mouth with lime water, gives a check 
to their increafe, and difpofes them to heal. 

Here fuffer me to caution the practitioner againft the 
precipitate ufe of cathartics, even the mildeft. Cathartics, 
every Species of them, operate by ftimulating the orifices of 
the abforbent veflels, thereby producing a retrograde motion of 
them, and confequent difcharge of their contents. We fup- 
pofe abforption of the feptic acid to have taken place from the 
commencement of the attack. The praftitioner will probably 
not be called in for Some hours •, by this time the morbific 
matter is making its way through the fkin ; then, by the ufe 
of cathartics, the difcharge is diverted and brought back upon 
the bowels, where it becomes completely concentrated, and 
producing almoft immediate Sphacelation, cbnvulfions and death 
enfue. No difcharge from the bowels fhould be Solicited or 
admitted 5 even a moderate diarrhoea fhould be immediately 
reftrained. After defquamation of the cuticle, we are allured 
that the exciting caufe is removed 5 then gentle dofes of 
phylic, by emptying the bowels, are of fervice* 

D 2 
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VEDICAL. 


To the Editor of tke MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

SIR, 


It is with pleafure and pride, I congratulate the citizens 
of New England, and of the United States in general, on the 
eftabiiftiment of a work of fuch general utility, as the Medical 
and Agricultural Regijler ; and moft fincerely wifh that the 
encouragement given to its publication may be as lafting as its 
effedts will be beneficial. Such a work has long been wanted 
In the walks of fcience and art. The periodical ephemera 
which now-a-days folicit the patronage of the public, are 
hardly worth the perufal of thofe who wi(h to acquire ufefui 
knowledge. They generally abound in eflays on fafhion, 
love verfes, and fcraps from the dead languages. In fhort, 
their objedl is to give amufement ; while the defign of your 
work is to render information, on fubjedls which are intereft- 
ing to every grade of being, from the king on his throne to 
the peafant in his cottage. 

On the fubjedf of the yellow fever , (or plague , as it is fome- 
times called) much has been faid and written, yet little fatis- 
fadiion has been obtained, relative to the fadt, whether a cure 
can be effedted in this moft deftrudtive of all difeafes. Much 
divifion likewife has arifen on the treatment of a cafe of yellow- 
fever : — a younger fon of Galen,* therefore, (both for his 
own fatisfadtion and for that of others,) refpedtfully folicits, 
from fome of your elder medical correfpondents, an anfwer to 
the following 


Query. 

Is the mode recommended by Dr. Rush, of Philadelphia, 
that is, purging and bleeding, the moft proper method of treat- 
ment in a cafe of yellow fever ? , 

Yours. &q. 

i- z m l oa i c/v, WACHUSET. 

Cambridge, March 20, 1806. 


for the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

4>R. ADAMS, 

Noticing in No. IL page 29, the following queftion, I 
(ubjoin an anfwer 5 which, if you ihould be favoured with 
nothing better, you will pleafe to introduce into your publican 
tion, and obhge IATROS 


* The jphrafc, “a /on 0/ Gale N/*is fjrnommoui with, a pkyfcian . 

Editor. 
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Queftion. Why is it that the ravages of the confumption are 
fo much greater with the female fex than with the male ? 

Anftver . The greater delicacy of conftitution, or the fupe- 
rior fufceptibility of impreflion which characterizes the ffemald 
fex, togctner with their peculiar cuftoms, modes of life, &c. 
all which predifpofe them in an efpecial manner, to that in- 
famed Jlate of, the fanguiferous fyffem which I confider as 
conftituting the ejfence of confumption . 

i 


AGRICULTURAL. 


Natural Hiflory of the Horfe-Bee , with a Variety of Experiments 
and Ohfervations on Bets , very interefiing ; communicated in a 
Letter from the Rev. Rowland Green, jun. dated Mansfield , 
February 20, 1 80 6.* 


DR. ADAMS, 


Within the circle of my acquaintance there has 
been many horfes loft by bots. This was confidered as a 
growing evil, and prompted the writer to endeavor to trace 
.them through their feveral ftages. Many experiments were 
made to afeertain faCts, from which the writer has not know- 
ingly deviated. ImperfeCt as the hiftory is, it is offered for 
your perufal \ and if you fhould think it would be beneficial 
to the public, or be the means to lead to fome more effectual 
remedy, you may make what ufe of it you lhall think beft% 


Natural Hiflory of the Horfe-Bee . 

The natural hiftory of horfe-bees is involved in obfeurity. 
I lany concurring circumftances hinder us from exhibiting a 
complete hiftory, their economy being different from that of 
other infe&s. They are, in a certain period of their exiftence, 
placed beyond the fcope of obfervation ; hence it is almoft 
impoffible to trace them from their firft or imperfeCt ftate to 
their laft or perfect. 

They are the moft contemptible of all infeCts ; and there is 
fcarcely any part of their exiftence in which they are harm- 
lefs. From this circumftance, the following ohfervations and 
experiments were made, hoping that they would lead to the 
difeovery of fome effectual remedy. 

* This fubieft might perhaps with more propriety have been introduced into 
our medical department ; it was not, however, fo convenient. 
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Many valuable horfes are loft by thefe infe&s, which (while 
in their imperfect ftate) for a feafon inhabit the ftomach, prey 
upon it, deftroy its texture, and introduce copvuliions and 
death. 

The infects, in their perfeft ftate, commonly prefent them- 
felves to our obfervation 5 therefore we (hall begin with them 
in this ftate, and endeavor to trace their offspring through 
their various gradations of €t youth, vigor, and old age,” or 
until they arrive to the perfect ftate, which is completed in 
about twelve months. 

The infe&s appear towards the laft of June or firft of July, 
but are moft numerous in Auguft and September. Few are 
to be feen after one or two cold evenings. In 1801 they 
appeared on the 22d of June, and towards the laft of Septem- 
ber following there was a fevere froft, after which but very 
few were feen, although very numerous before. 

There are two kinds, one larger than the other. The dif- 
ference in their appearance is, the fmaller kind have generally 
more down, and of a darker color than the larger ; alfo, the 
fmaller have tranfparent wings, but the wings of the larger 
kind have darkilh (hades. The principal difference in their 
economy is, that the larger kind generally caft their eggs on 
thofe parts of the horfe where he can bite, efpecially on the 
anterior legs, but never under the throat 5 whereas the fmaller 
never caft their eggs on any part of the horfe except under 
his throat. Thefe laft prove very 1 troublefome to the horfe 
in the fummer feafon, as any farmer can teftify. Each kind 
varies in fize, but in general they are about three-fourths of 
an inch in length. The body of the female is much larger 
than that of the male, it being conical, or ending in a tube, 
(through which the eggs are palfed) which when they fly is 
folded up. They are very expeditious in cementing their 
eggs to the hair, efpecially the fmaller kind, which do it with 
incredible quicknefs. 

The eggs are faftened to the hair by a ftrong cement, which* 
neither the heat of the animal, combined with moifture, nor 
froft, will diffolve. They are about three-fourths of a line in 
length, and of a light yellow color $ and are always placed on 
the hair with the largeft end downwards. One female, of a 
jniddle fize, was known to contain 891 eggs — this being the 
laft work afiigned, which when concluded, the male and 
female periih. 

It has been fuppofed that the horfe’s ftomach was the only 
fit place for the eggs to hatch, and that the eggs were taken 
in by the horfe biting himfelf, &c. but this is not well founded. 
Thefe eggs, like all others, require a pertain time to hatch# 


Digitized by knOOQlC 



AGRICULTURAL. 


£5 

The infeCt in miniature muft have time to expand, before it 
c&n burft from its confinement ; and this it may do, if the 
atmofphere is of a proper warmth, in about 20 days # after 
the egg is caft ; but they do not generally burft the eggs fo 
foon, either from cold weather, f (which retards their coming 
out, and perhaps their growth,) toughnefs of the fhell, or for 
the want of preflure. When the infeCt is formed, and ready 
to break from its prifon, it feems to wait for fome preflure, on 
which the fhell is broken at the largeft end 5 and the infeCt, 
though very fmall, appears to be active. When this minute 
creature burfts the fhell by its own accord, it commonly re- 
mains for fome time only a part out of the fhell, waiting per- 
haps for the horfe to take him in. They are now ready to 
enter the horfe’s ftomach, which they do by the horfe biting 
himfelf or others : or they may fall on the grafs, and be taken 
in while the horfe is feeding. It is probable that thofe of the 
fmaller kind, under the throat, may travel to and enter the 
mouth, and from thence be carried into the ftomach. 

Thefe young, bots (commonly fo called) are provided with 
two fharp hooks, by which, when they arrive at the ftomach, 
they take hold, and there prey upon the horfe until they 
arrive to their full growth : but fortunately very few come to 
maturity, raoft are deftroyed in their infancy ; yet it is too 
often the cafe that too many remain confiftent with the life of 
the animal. When they are full grown, they are about three- 
fourths of an inch in length, and about one-fourth of an inch 
in thicknefs at the larger end, which has every appearance, to 
the naked eye, of being the head of the infeCt, but the reverfe 
of this is true. At the fmaller end (which is fome what point- 
ed) are the two hooks by which they hold faft. They are 
covered with a thick tough fkin, with ten folds or rings, 
which feem to be a chain of annular mufcles, whpfe fibres 
being contracted render the rings more narrow than before, 
and by thefe means they move from place to place, ftretching 
forwards and taking hold with the hooks, and then contract- 
ing themfelves, which contraction draws them onwards ; then 
~ unfaften and ftretch again, and fo on. In thofe rings, except 
the three pofterior, are fet numerous fmall fharp points or 
thorns, projecting backwards, which prevent them from flip- 
ing back when moving. 

* September 12, 1802, placed a number of eggs f juft cafl) in a moderate 
temperature of heat ; on the 30th four hatched, and on Oftober 2d two more 
came out by preflure ; others hatched not fo foon. 

i January, 1802, after fevere firofty weather, eggs were taken from a horfe 
and placed in a warm room ; fome hatched in 5 days, others in 12. Eggs caft 
in September may not hatch until the fpring following. 
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They perietrate deep into the ftomach, forming holes* in it, 
and there hang by their hooks, which are exceeding iharp. 
If they at any time lofe their hold they immediately catch 
again. Not any part of the ftomach is exempted from them ; 
but they are moft numerous near the paflages into and out of 
the ftomach, where they many times place themfelves in great 
order. They are of all infers the moft tenacious of life, at 
this period ; and at this time it is that they prove fo deftruc- 
tive to horfes. Thofe horfes that die of bots, moft commonly 
die in the months of February, March, or April ; however, 
this depends on the number and growth of the bots, and the 
injury done to the ftomach. How long it is neceflary for them 
to dwell in the ftomach is unknown ; but in the months of 
May, June, and July, efpecially the two latter, they pafs the 
inteftines, and immediately feek refuge in the earth, at an 
uncertain depth* according to the" hardnefs of the foil. At 
this time they are of a light color. The fecond day after they 
go into the earth they become contradied in length, lefs adtive, 
and of a light mahogany color. In one or two days more, 
ft iff, hard, and the' color darker : — they are now rather more 
than half an inch in length, and nearly one-fourth of an inch 
in diameter, oblong, motionlefs, and the points and hooks 
almoft obliterated. They do not caft off the lkin, (which 
becomes a (hell,) as many other infers do, when they pafs 
into the chryfalis or aurelian ftate. The wings when formed 
are folded up, but expand when/they arife to new life. In 
thirty days after they enter the earth, the bee or perfedt infedf 
breaks the fhell near its fmalleft end, and comes out a reno- 
vated creature ; “ every thing is changed, all its powers are 
new, and life to it is another thing.” With certain individuals 
there is fome variation as to the length of the aurelian period i 
from certain caufes it may be protradled beyond the ufual 
period. They in many refpedts refemble the honey-bee, ef- 
pecially when flying : they are of a lighter color, and have not 
the tongue neceflary to draw honey from flowers. It is prob- 
able that they eat not in the perfedt ftate, being doomed only 
to the continuation of their fpecies. Their legs are fix in 
number. They are not adtive in the night. — A further de- 
fcription perhaps is not neceflary. 

General Symptoms of Bots in Horfes . 

Sometimes horfes which are hard worked difcover no appa- 
rent fymptoms until death. In young horfes the fymptoms 
are generally better afcertained. In general the horfe lofes 
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flefh, coughs, eats but fparingly, bkes his fides, and fometimes 
with violence. Thefe fymptoms continue and.increafe for a 
longer or fhorter time, according to the violence of the cafe, 
and then a difcharge from the nofe commonly takes place ; 
and at length ftifFnefs of the legs and neck, daggering, labori- 
ous breathing, convulfions, and death. 

Appearances on DiJfeElion. 

Bots in abundance colle&ed near the paflages into and out 
of the ftomach, and of various fizes, according to the time of 
*heir refidence there. The texture of the ftomach penetrated 
and greatly injured. The internal coat of the ftomach appears 
thickened and preternaturally hard on thofe parta where the 
greateft injury is done/ In four out of five diflfe&ions the 
lungs were found greatly inflamed ; fome parts in a ftate of 
fwppuration, others in a putrefcent ftate. The one whofe 
lungs were not marked with inflammation, was a young horfe 
of two years old, whofe lungs had never been injured by 
hardfhips. 

Query . Why this inflammation, &c. on the lungs ? 

The irritation arifing by the action of bots in the ftomach, 
may produce a general inflammatory difpofition in the fyftem : 
but as the lungs of horfes, by hard ufage, are more predifpofed 
to inflammation and its confequences than any other given 
part of the body, the inflamniation fixes there, and in many 
(if not moft) inftances feems to be the immediate caufe of 
death. 


Experiments to remove Bots from the Stomach . 

Aloes, rum^ mercury, jalap, brine, linfeed oil, pepper, tinc- 
ture of tobacco, deco&ion of pink root, &c. are all ineffedhial. 
This will not appear ftrange when we confider how tenacious 
they are of life. Nothing is more injurious than rum, and 
other heating things, to the irritable ftate 6f the ftomach, 
whofe texture is nearly perforated in numerous places. 

Almoft every farmer in Mafiachufetts has fome fpecific, and 
frequently one of the above named, or thofe of lefs confe- 
quence. A farmer’s horfe fickens with a cold, or pain in the 
ftomach from hard travelling perhaps : he afks his neighbor. 
What is the matter ? he anfwers. The bots. What {hall I 
do ? Give him rum. The rum is given, and the horfe re- 
covers immediately. Well, what is next ? Why, rum has 
cured the bots. In like manner other things obtain credit for 
killing bots. 
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Experiments to make Bots let go their Hold without the Body • 
The ftomach laid open, the following things were applied 
to no effect, but in fome inftances they appeared to hang the 
ftronger — rum, brine, lime, fifh oil, Britilh oil, burnt allum, 
corrofive fublimate, fpirits of /turpentine, tinfture of aloes, 
deeoftion of tobacco, pepper, volatile fpirit, elixir camphor, 
weak elixir vitriol, &c. &c. A&ual fire would caufe them to 
let go, although not in all cafes , fometimes certain individuals 
would cling the fafter and die, like a good foldier at his poft, 
before they would relinquifh their hold. They will live hours 
after they are confiderably fcorched by a candle. Strong vit- 
riolic acid would immediately caufe them to let go their hold. 
This acid, joined with oil or water, (equal parts) would anfwer 
the purpofe, though not fo effe&ually as the acid by itfelf. 
This acid was found to be more effe&ual than aqua fortis. 


Experiments to dejlroy Bots without the Body. 

The following experiments were made at different times, 
and on bots three quarters grown* or more. 


s 

E 


Rum ------- 

Deco&ion of tobacco 
Strong elixir vitriol - - 
Volatile fpirits - - 

Spirits of turpentine - - 
Ellcntial oil of mint - - 
Decoftion of pink root 
S Fifh oil ----- - 
Li ri feed oil - 

Solution of nitre - - - 
Elixir proprietatis - - - 
Beef brine - 
Solution of indigo 
f Elixir camphor - - 


H Min. 

f 2 5 
11 
2 


^ lived ^ 


e 

lo 
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to 

2 

lO 

to 

lO 

liO 


£ others not fo long. 


} no eflfeft. 


The experiments which had no effeft were difeontinued at 
the expiration of the time fpecified. Bots cannot endure the 
cold fo intenfe as to freeze. 


Preventive Means . 

Scrape off the eggs, when laid on the horfe, every eight or. 
ten days. A much longer interval will anfwer the purpole, 
even once in twenty days ; but there is a greater certainty of 
deflroying the whole in fhort intervals, as fome may be over- 
looked at one time and not at another. This praftice muft be 
continued through the feafon of them, and may be performed 
with eafe with a iharp knife. The eggs fhould not be feraped 
off where the horfe can feed, as in that cafe the young bot$ 
might be taken in. It is difficult to remove thofe eggs laid 
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under the throat with a knife, but they may be deftroyed with 
» hot iron, made for that purpofe. 

Palliative Means . 

From what has been faid, it appears exceedingly difficult to 
remove bots from the ftomach : they are covered as with a 
coat of mail, and feem to be proof againft any thing that can 
be thrown into the ftomach with fafety. 

As no certain method has been found effedlual, in removing 
them from the ftomath, the whole indication feems to be to 
remove irritation and inflammation ; and this to be done bf 
blood-letting and a free ufe of mild oils. Blood-letting has a 
tendency to remove the inflammatory difpofition, and oils 
lubricate the fibres of the ftomach, and tend to obviate the 
effedts of the ftimulus which produces inflammation and death. 
However, all this ought to be done in the early ftages, and 
even then the event is very uncertain. 

In moft inftances it appears that the immediate caufe of 
death was the local affection in the lungs ; and in thofe in- 
ftances where the local affection of the lungs did not exift, it 
appears that the irritation occafioned by the bots introduced 
convulfions ending in death. 

When the lungs are much affedted death is almoft certain $ 
but in thofe inftances where the lungs are not affedted, there 
is confiderable probability, that by blood-letting and a free 
ufe of oils, the effedts df thefe infedts may be warded off for 
fome time, and perhaps long enough for them to come to ma- 
turity, at which time they ceafe to adt. 


For the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

The great Importance of good Orchards — How to have them fo — 
Illuf rated by a Variety of inierejling and important Obfervations . 

DR. ADAMS, 

I am very glad to fee that your Regifter for March contains 
iome M obfervations on orchards, and diredtions for planting 
and pruning fruit trees it is a fubjedt of great and lafting 
importance, not only to the prefent race of farmers, but to 
their pofterity. He that plants an apple tree, grafts it with a 
Roxbury Ruffetin , or Greening , and takes good care of it till the' 
roots have fpread fo much that it will take care of itfelf, has 
provided an inheritance for his fon. A Angle tree has been 
often known to bear ten or a dozen barrels of found winter 
apples. A tree, while it is getting its firft ten years’ growth, 
ihould no more be negledted than a child’s education. The 


Digitized by VjOOQlC 



60 AGRICULTURAL. 

flothful and the carelefs muft go without cider, or go to tht 
neighbors’ houfes to beg it. 

There is no doubt the growth of a tree may be forced too 
much by manure, efpecially while it is young : but there is 
little danger of this when the tree has fpread its roots very 
much. The dung, efpecially if fpread on grafs land, will 
foften the foil, and reach the roots fo much cooled by filtering 
through the fward, that well grown trees will thrive the better 
for the manure. 

Orchards are to be expefted to thrive beft on good deep 
loamy foils, which Ihould not be ploughed after the trees are 
planted out. We fee fome infiances, however, of apple trees 
on lharp gravelly ridges, that are kept conftantly ploughed 
and planted with potatoes or peafe, which, for rapid growth 
and abundant fruitfulnefs, exceed thofe that are planted on 
richer foils left in grafs fward. 

The third year after planting out the trees is foon enough 
to graft them : till they become flourifliing it is beft to let 
them alone. No fruit is more profitable, or makes a richer 
cider, than the Roxbury Rujfetin : but it is in vain to expeft 
this fort of fruit to fiourilh in barren negletted land. The 
Greening , and many other good forts of apples, are lefs dainty. 
In paftures where apple trees are fcattered about, it is recom- 
mended to graft them with fweet apples, which will lefs injure 
the cows than fuch as are four; and large fweetings will not 
be fo likely to choak them as fmaller apples. 

The clay mortar, thoroughly well mixed with cattle’s hair, 
is excellent for grafting. No firings, rags, or tow are necef- 
fary ; this greatly faves time in grafting : and the hair pre- 
vents the mortar from foon peeling off. 

When cattle or horfes are allowed to rub their itching 
necks againft the green ftems of young trees, the bark will 
look greafy : this is believed to be injurious to the trees, and 
fhould be prevented by ftakes, fo placed that the wind will 
not gall the bark againft the ftakes, or by tying thorn bullies 
to the trees, or by keeping the cattle in the orchard only to 
bait, and that no longer than hunger will keep them bufy in 
eating. 

Cider is probably the wholefomeft of all drinks for hard 
laboring people ; and it is fupplied from a fmall but flourilh- 
ing orchard, cheaper than ftrong beer, the drink of Englilh 
hulbandmen. It is fo much the m6re to be recommended, as 
rum is making fuch inroads on the gains, the morals, and con- 
ftitutions of farmers. This very fpring then, let every prudent 
hulbandman be ftirred up to take .the belt care of his old orch- 
ard, or to plant a new one. 


Digitized by knOOQlC 



MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 


61 


MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 


ARTICLE XIII, 


Refult of Meteorological and other Obfervations y for Marchy 1806 ; 
made at DEERFIELDy ( Mafs .) by Mr. Epaphras Hoyt *, at 
PORTSMOUTHy MASONy NEfVBURTPORTy CONCORDy and 
BoSTONy as in the preceding Numbers :—For the Medical and 
Agricultural Regijler • 


March, 1806. 

^ - 

^a, 
I « 

^3 £ 
§■£ 

Greaiejl heat 
in the month. 

Lea ft heat in 
the month . 

Prevailing 
winds . 

.5 

=1 

| Births. 

Q 

Deerfield* 




31ft day 73 c 






2 

Portfmouth 

26$ 

37 i 

32’ 

31 

62 

ill day 

12° 

N. W. 




Mafon 

Vi 

37$; 

32$ 

31 

61 

9 

11 

N. W. 

— 

— 

2 

Newburyport 

Hi 

CO 

3 

31 

64 

1 

11 

N. W. 




Concord 

_ _ 1 

Vi 

36 

3 °t 

31 

f>5 

1 

9 

N. W. 

2 

5 

3 

Bofton 

2 6£ 

381 

3 2 f 

31 

66 

l 

16 ! 

N. W. 





ifi day, clear and cold 
* — cloudy, fair 
3~ fair 

4 — fnow, very Hill' 
Mafon , 3 inches 
Con. fea ports , i£ 

$ — cloudy, fpitting of 
fnow 

6 — cloudy, fair 
y — cloudy, li^ht fnow 
Concord, lj inches 
..8, 9, io, n — clear and 
cold 

12— cloudy, little fnow 
Concord, l J inches 


WEATHER.t 

13 ) cloudy, fome fnow, 

14 > and a little rain 
15 — ovcrcaft, fair 

16, 17, 18, 19 — fair and 
cold 

20 — cloudy, fn.at night 

Deer f .Id, inches 

Mafn, 4 inches 
Nczohurypurt, 2 inc. 

21 — rainy morn, fome 
places fnow, fair a. m. 
Portfmouth , ftorm vi- 
olent 

Concord , fnow 1 j inc. 

22 — fair, flyiug clouds 


23 — cloudy, fair 

24— fnow, ftorm violent 
in Portfmouth, $ inc . 
Concord, 2$ inches 

2,5— clear and cold 

26 — fnow, cold 
Deerfield , 3 inches 
Newbury port, 2 inc. 
Concord , 2 inches 

27 — fair, high winds 
Bojlon , good fleying 
in the forenoon 

28, 29 — fair 

31— fair and pleafant 


Newburyport . — -There was fome appearance of the aurora 
borealis (when not prevented by clouds) almofl: every evening 
in the two firft weeks of this month. Blackbirds and robbing 
began to make their appearance about the 2 c 2d of February* 
There has been no epidemical nor prevailing difeafe this month* 
There have been 24 s deaths in the months of January, Febru- 
ary, and March. 

* The obfervations at this place commenced with the 7th day of the month, 
Aere fore the refult is incomplete. 

t Where no particular place is mentioned, the obfervatior. againft each day 
at to be underflood as applying to all the different places where iheie obferva* 
aiooi are taken. 
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Deerfield . — Thfe degrees of heat are taken with a mercurial 
thermometer, (Fahrenheit’s fcale,) hung in the (hade. 

Of the fiate of health , &c. — There has been no uficommon 
ficknefs : I have noticed a few cafes of ophthalmia. In fome 
of the neighboring towns there have been a few deaths from 
phrenitis. — Of the deaths inferted in the column of deaths , one 
was a perfon whofe conftitution was worn down by a chronic 
diforder, which I cannot name : the other was a ch\ld, whofe 
diforder was in the bowels ; on opening the abdomen, a Angu- 
lar kind of knot was found in the inteftines, which was drawn 
fo tight that the paflage through the inteftines was entirely 
obftru&ed ; this foon produced a mortification, which occa- 
fioned the death of the child. 

Of forms , &c. — None remarkable. Very little fnow has 
fallen this month ; I believe the quantity did not exceed fiv$ 
inches. No rain has fallen. The ground has been bare moft 
of the month ; but vegetation lies dormant, except on the 
fouth fide of the hills on the margin of our meadow, where 
nettles and dandelions have come forward, (April 3.) The 
greateft degree of cold obferved in this town the winter paft, 
was the 18th of January 5 on this day, at fun-rife, the mercury 


was 23° below zero. 


EP. HOYT. 


ARTICLE XIV. 

Extracts from various Authors . 

Seed . Let your feed be fuch as you would willi to have 
your future crdp — the hefi of the hind . As the largeft animals 
produce the moft profitable ftock, fo it is in vegetables : the 
largeft feed of the kind, plump and found, is the beft, being 
well ripened, and kept from injuries of weather and infefts. 

Commonly fpeaking, new feed is to be preferred to old, as 
growing more luxuriantly, and coming up the furer and 
quicker. As to the age of feeds, at which they may be fown 
and germinate, it is uncertain, and depends much how they 
are preferred . 

Seeds of cucumbers, melons, gourds, &c. whith have thick 
horny coverings, and the oil of the feed of a cold nature, will 
continue good for ten, fifteen, or even twenty years, unlefs 
tjiey are kept in a very warm place, which will exhauft tjle 
vegetable nutriment in a twelve month ; [three years for cucum - 
bersy and four for melons , is generally thought to be beft, as 
they fhoot lefs vigoroufly than newer feeds, and become more 
fruitful.] 
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Oily feeds whofe coats, though they are not fo hard and 
clofe as the former, yet abounding with oil of a warmer nature, 
will continue good three or four years, as radifh, turnip, rape, 
muftard, &c.' 

Seeds of umbelliferous plants, which are for the moft part 
of a warm nature, lofe their growing faculty in one, or at moft 
two years, as parfley, carrots, parfnips, &c. 

Peas and beans of two years old are by fome preferred to 
new, as not likely to run to ftraw. 

Sowings fhould be generally performed on frejh dug or 
ftirred ground. There is a nutritious moifture in frefh turned^ 
up foil, that foftens the feed to fwell and germinate quickly, 
and nourifhes it with proper aliment to proceed in its growth 
with vigor, but which is evaporated foon after from the fur- 
face. 

Evelyn fays, feeds for the garden cannot be fown too dial- 
low, fo they are pi-eferved from birds, for nature never covers 
them. 

Steeps are ufed to render the feed more fruitful, as preferra- 
tions againft diftempers, and to prevent worms from eating it. 

[There are many well attefted faffs to prove the utility of 
fteeping feed for fowing. In fome dry feafons, efpecmlly fhe 
fteeping of the feed or not fteeping of it, makes the difference 
of a good crop or no crop at all . Steeps may be chamber lie, the 
draining of a dung hill, or a weak folution of fait in water. 
In either of thefe the feed fhould be foaked eight or ten hours : 
when taken out, fprinkle over k a quantity of newly flacked 
lime, or plafter of Paris, or even afhes, ftirring the feed until 
every grain is covered. This operation is done immediately 
before fowing.] 

Tull relates that a fhip load of wheat wps funk near Briftol 
in autumn, and afterwards, at ebbs, all taken up, after it had 
been foaked in fea water ; but being unfit for the miller, the 
whole cargo was bought up by the farmers, and fown in dif- 
ferent places. At the following harveft all the wheat in Eng- 
land happened to be fmutty, except the produce of this brined 
feed, and that was all clear from fmuttinefs. This accident 
has juftified the practice of brining ever fince, in moft parts 
of England. 

To prevent Crows pulling up Corn • Take fo much corn as is 
intended to be planted the next day, and put it into warm 
water at night ; in the morning drain off the water, and add 
more warm water, juft enough to cover the corn *, then ftir in 
tar, in proportion of one pint to a bt^jhel of corn j after which, 
drain off the water, and add alhes, (lacked lime, or plafter of 
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Paris, enough to prevent the com from flicking. ft is faid* 
that corn thus prepared crows will never meddle with : it is 
alfo effectual againft blackbirds. It is neceflary the corn be 
well foaked before it receives the coating of tar, as that does 
in fome degree exclude the moift'ure from the kernel \ and 
without this precaution it might linger in coming up. 
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To Readers and Cor ref pendents. 

BY the attention of our corn f- it is believed, will be effe&ual. Pe6- 
pondents, we have been enabled to fill pie are difpofed to read , if gentlemen 
this number of the Regiftcr almoft of obfervation and pra&ice in medicine 
wholly with original matter. We and agriculture will communicate ; and* 
will not here take up room, to exprefs we believe gentlemen generally will be 
how much we are obliged by thefe difpofed to communicate, fo foon as they* 
favors : a confideration, however, of (hall fee and know that people are. dif- 
greater importance than limply that of pofed to read. We have, therefore, 
obliging us, ought to come into the ac- the fondeft expectations that our hopes, 
count; it is that of doing a great public and the wifhes of tjhe public, in this 
bendftt ; and when all other confidera- publication, ihall eventually be grati- 
tions fliall prove infufficient, this alone, fied. 


Hydrophobia. 


Much alarm has been excited at 
leominjler , (Mafs.j of late, from ap- 
prehenlions of this mod terrible difeale. 
Nine perfons , and a number of animals, 
have teen bitten by dogs of very fuf- 
picious appearances. It is now more 
than fix weeks fince this happened. 
The dogs (two in number) were killed 
immediately. One of thefe dogs, in 
the abfence of his matter, rofe up againft 
the family : in attempting to refeue 
one, another was bitten ; and thus the 
conflift continued till the whole family 
were bitten, and the dog driven out of 
doors. The other cjog proceeded from 
Lancafter, through a feftion of the 


town, entering into houfes, and what, 
was moft lingular, in a number of in- 
ftances running to the fire, clawing out 
the coals and champing them with his 
teeth. Children attempting to make 
play with the dog were generally bit- 
ten, and one or two other perfons. 
The dog was laft feen in a cow yard, 
fetting mrioufly upon the {beep, fome 
of which were bitten, and where he 
w T as killed. However, as no perfon, 
nor any animal bitten, has yet been 
affeCled with the difeafe, it is prefumar 
ble, notwithftanding appearances, that 
the dogs did'not carry the virus in their 
bite. 


N. B. The extraft from Dr. Armstrong, promifed in this number, is 
omitted for want of room. 
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with a very fenfible diminution of momentum in the radical, 
while in the caroted arteries it was much augmented ; and in 
a child of 15 months old, a very violent pulfation was difcov- 
ered, at the fontanel [opening of the head ;] the. eyes have a 
wild vacant ftare, without much if any appearance of inflam- 
mation ; the heat of the {kin foon becomes much increafed, 
yet the fkin is not remarkably dry : thefe fymptoms are ac- 
companied by a peculiar fearfulnefs, as if in danger of falling 
from the bed or nurfe’s arms, and continue from fix to nine" 
hours, when coma [fuppreffion of fenfe and voluntary motion] 
commences, with increafing debility •, extremities become cold ; 
livid fpots, refembling petechiae [purple fpots which appear in 
the laft ftages of certain fevers,] appear under the {kin, on the 
face, neck, and extremities ; pulfe fmall, irregular, and un- 
equal ; fpafms occur at intervals, which increafe in violence 
and frequency in proportion as the force of the circulation 
decreafes ; at this time the eyes appear glaffy, and the fize of 
the pupil varies fuddenly, from almoft wholly obliterating the 
iris, down to the fize of a millet feed, and then again as ' fud- 
denly dilating. Thefe fymptoms feem to mark the fecond 
period of the difeafe, and continue from three to five hours. 
The third and laft ftage is diftinguilhed by a total lofe of 
pulfation at the wrifts ; livid appearances become more gen- 
eral ; fpafms more violent ; coma more profound ; death ! 
The patient has in general continued in the laft ftage from fix 
to twelve hours. 

In the treatment, different methods were ufed. * At firft it 
was thought advifable to evacuate the ftomach and bowels, 
and to exhibit bark and wine as fpeedily and freely as pofllble* 
This mode was followed in the three firft cafes that received 
medical advice, # in all which it was found ineffectual : the 
patients feemed invariably to fink fafter after each evacuation, 
and the ftimulating powers of the bark and wine were found 
to be either too feeble or too flow in aCtion to produce any 
good effect. 

Cafe 5.— In this cafe the attack was more gradual, and the 
fymptoms more mild, thajjj^Bwwhich preceded or followed it. 
Convinced not only of theTOf fficacy but of the abfolute injury 
of evacuations, in thofe cafes which had jgone before, it wa$ 
determined to lofe no time in exhibiting evacuants, but to 
commence the ftimulating procefs immediately: accordingly 
the child (aged 3 years) was diretted to get cal. 3 grs. gum 
opii* f gr. mixed, once every three hours ; bark and wine in 
as large quantities as the ftomach would bear. This method 

* The firft fubjeft was in the pangs of death when firft feen. 
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Was followed for federal days, until (he had taken ail hundred 
grains of calomel. Notwithftanding the liberality with which 
the medicine was introduced, the mouth was not affe&ed, nor 
any purging produced. The extremities were bliftered large* 
ly ; and the child was frequently immerfed in a warm decoc- 
tion of white oak bark, for ten or fifteen minutes. The length 
of time which this child continued gave us fome hope of re- 
covery, as her life was prolonged eleven days from the attack, 
when lhe failed in the fame manner as the others had done. 
Whether it was owing to the mildnefs of the attack, the pe- 
culiarity of conftitutioli, or the herculean treatment employed 
m this cafe, which prolonged her exiftence, we cannot deter- 
mine ; this however is certain, that the 6th cafe, a child of 
-two years old, of a robuft and healthy conftitution, failed in 
twenty-fix hours, under the fame mode of treatment. 

In the 7th cafe, affufion of cold water was added to the 
above treatment, with a like want of fuccefs, as the child lived 
only twenty-feven hours from the acceflion of the difeafe. In 
the two following it was thought advifable to affift the nat- 
ural efforts to puke with an infufion of camomile flowers, and 
to difcharge the contents of the reChim by a clyfter ; after 
which turp. min. aeth. ammon. mufk, bliftering the whole 
head, embrocating the extremities with fpt. terebinth, fpt. fal 
am. tine, canthar. mixed, were tried, and found alike un- 
availing. 

In the laft cafe, a child of 15 months old, on account of the 
very violent puifattoh difeovered at the fontanel, about an ounce 
of blood was taken from the jugular vein \ the effedfc was un- 
fortunate \ the child feemed to fail fafter, even from this fmall 
depletion, and died within twelve hours from the attack. 

This laft mentioned cafe clofed the fatal feene, yet did not 
leflen our fears, and gave ftrength to the alarm which had 
faftened on all, and which had gained fuch complete afeend- 
ency over every profpeCl of fuccefs, that it would be impoffi-* 
ble to deferibe the impreffions made on the minds of tender 
parents and affectionate friends for the-fafety of their children 
and connexions. 

Two days after this laft fatal cafe* we were called to vifit a 
female child aged 3 years and 4 months, which cafe was fo 
diftinCUy marked that fcarcely a ray of hope exifted that the 
iflue would be favorable ; and all who had witneffed the effects 
of this terrific malady, viewed this child as it were in the 
article of death, her fymptom9 being almoft as violent as any, 
and more fo than fome of the preceding cafes. As the means 
which we had hitherto ufed had uniformly failed us, we thought 

B 2 
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ourfelves ju&ified in leaving them, and trading wholly to F<n&« 
kr's mineral filutkn * and wine \ accordingly the child got, k? 
about three-fourths of an hour after the commencement of 
.the difeafe, two drqps of the folmion in a table fpoon-£ull of 
wine, and in half an hour fhe ceafod complaining of pain, 
became more lively, and in fa£t the only remaining fymptoma 
of difeafe were a very fmall, quick, and irKegular pulfe, accom- 
panied with a dull, heavy appearance of the eyes. After the 
exhibition of the medicine, fhe was directed to get one drop 
every two hours, and to take wine freely. This courfe was 
continued for eighteen hours fucceeding the attack, during 
which time the child feemed free from pain, and got a tolera- 
ble night’s reft. The fecond day — child evidently better, and 
had fame appetite •, pulfe ftill remarkably fmalL and had been, 
after a fmall evacuation from the bowels, quite imperceptible 
at the wrift ; eyes ftill dull ; fame medicine, gradually dimin- 
i thing in quantity, was continued for five days, at which time, 
and not before, had the pulfe regained a healthy ftandard, the 
eyes their ufuai vivacity, and the patient was confidered out of 
danger, if not perfectly well. Since this we have had three 
or four other cpfes, in all of which we have placed our whole 
reliance on the folution , and are happy to have it in our power 
to fay, that, from a iimilar exhibition of this heroic medicine , all 
our patients have recovered. 

Examination by difieftion was had on five bodies of patient* 
dying of the above defcribed malady. 

The firft examination was made on a boy ten years old, 
feven hours after death, whofe cafe was ftrongly marked, ter- 
minating in twenty-two hours. On removing the cranium, 
and dividing the dura mater, there was difeharged, by eftima- 
tion, half an ounce of a ferus fluid. The dura and pia mater 
in feveral places adhered together, and both to the fubftance 
of the brain. The veins of the brain were uncommonly 
turgid with a fluid fimila* to that which was difeharged from 
between its membranes, and the fubftance of the brain itfelf 
remarkably foft, offering fcarcely any refiftance to the finger 
when thruft into it : the cerebellum alfo was found in the 
fame ftate. The ftomach contained about fix ounces erf a 
dark fluid refembling coffee grounds, and its villous coat was 
nearly in a ftate of diffolution. The lungs were rather darker 
than ufuai ; otherwife all the vifeera [bowels, &c.j both of the 
thorax and abdomen, were in a healthy ftate. 

The fecond examination was made twelve hours after death, 
on the body of a girl of five years old, of the fame family, and 

# A medicine well known to phyficians, and one of the raoft aftive in the 
water in mdica. 
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fidk at the fame time, and whofe caffe was alfo Wrongly marked. 
Between the dura and pia mater was effiifed a fluid refembling 
pus, both over the cerebrum and cerebelhnn, the veins erf* 
the brain turgid with blood, and the hemispheres adhered 
together with eonfiderable ffrength. Thef'e were the only 
morbid appearances within the cranium. The appearance of 
the ftomach differed in nothing from that of the preceding 
cafe, only that the villous coat was not fe tender. The abdo- 
minal and thoracic vifcera were apparently healthy. 

In the three other cafes that were examined, nothing pe- 
culiarly morbid was difeovered in any part of the fyftem, ex- 
cepting the veins and finufes of the brain were found remark 
ably turgid with a very dark colored blood. 

f L. DANIELSON. 

Mfdfitldy May, 1806. E. MANN. 


For the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

Medical Extra fts No. /. 

Quack and Patent Medicines . — The credulity of mankind in 
cefpeft of medicine is truly affonifliing j even thofe who are 
doubtful in other matters are very eafy dupes of every pre- 
tender to a fecret medicine. Many will negleft good advice, 
and run after an ignorant perfon who has a fecret medicine. 
There is a greater difference between a good phyikian and ft 
felf-created one, who without knowledge undertakes every 
thing, than a good phyikian and none. He who advertifes a 
fecret or patent medicine is aiming for the money of the cred- 
ulous and ignorant, and when be has obtained it cares no more 
for them. Many worthfeft drugs are hrought into ufe by the 
breath of impofture and the voice of credulity , or perhaps 
they may be taken jwft before ft favorable crilis, and fo eftab- 
Kfh their unmerited fcufte ; far the drug not having killed the 
patient, (but only retarded thecqre,) he knows from experi- 
ence that the medicine has cured' hint, and fo publishes it in 
the news-papers. 

After people are convinced from their own experience at 
the futility of any quack or patent medicine, they give them** 
felves no further trouble about it, but leave it to their neigh- 
bors to make the fame inquiry, if they pleafe : this is what 
the quack wifhesj as he gains by the experiment * and when 
his fortune is made* be cares no more about the reputation of 
his drug ; but if its cbara&er fhould be bbfted before he haft 
aceompSflied his he then metamorphoies his infaUiM* 
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bitters into infallible p\lls % itch ointment , or fome thing elfe, (no 
matter what, to get money,) and founds their praifes in the 
news-papers ; and probably the ointment will finifh what the 
bitters began. The credulous read with pathos the pompous 
advertifements of unprincipled quacks — “This medicine is a 
powerful one ; it will cure ail kinds of difeafes incident to 
man 5 it may be taken at all times, in all feafons, in all cli- 
mates, and by all perfons of all defcriptions, male or female, 
young or old, black or white \ if the difeafe has arrived before 
it is taken it removes it, and if the difeafe is only on the road 
it prevents its arrival j it will cure the confumption, dropfy^ 
and cancer, thofe dreadful difeafes, which baffle the {kill of 
the faculty ; it is fo Wonderful in its operation that no perfon 
ought to be without it.” By fuch means money is taken from 
the pocket of the credulous. In faft, a patent medicine is an 
impudent burlefque on common fenfe, and the abfurd idea 
that there is fuch a thing as an univerfal medicine can only 
obtain credit with the weak and credulous. The exiftence of 
an univerfal remedy for the cure of all difeafes is impoflible, 
for there cannot be a remedy which will reftore tone to the 
fibres when they are relaxed, and alfo have the power of re- 
laxing them when they are too rigid. 

It is a melancholy truth, that many patent and other quack 
medicines acquire their ill-merited reputation by chance, and 
we are unable to come at the evidence of perhaps nine-tenths 
of thofe who have experienced their fatal effetts, and who are 
now no longer in a fituation to complain. The baneful effects 
of fuch medicines are not generally known, for it is only the 
extraordinary injiances of relief that are made public. There 
are various caufes from which the fame difeafes originate in 
different individuals ; for inftance, violent, cholic pains may 
arife from flatulency, from inflammation of the inteftines, from 
rupture, from poifonous matters, &c. : thefe all require a dif- 
ferent treatment \ what would cure one might deftroy the 
other. The ableft phyfician is obliged to employ all his faga- 
city, fupported by experience, and even then is often under 
the neceflity of difcovering from the progrefs of the difeafe 
what he could not difcover otherwise by the minuteft re- 
fearches. If this is the cafe, how can it be ex petted that a 
quack, (male or female,) who knows nothing of the ffrutture 
of the human body, or the laws by which it is governed, fhould 
be more fuccefsful, when the method of cure is either the im- 
pulfe of the moment or the effett of credulity. 

Nature — The work of nature, both in the produttion and 
diflolution of matter, is carried on in the ftrittefi: economy ; 
nothing is produced in vain, and nothing confumed without a 
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caufe : the deftru&ion of forms and figures is a careful de- 
compofition in order to produce new fubftances All nature 
is united by fndiflbluble ties ; every thing exifts for the fake 
of another, and no one can exift without its neighbor ; or in 
other words, all nature confifts in a circular chain of links* 
and it is difficult to tell where the firft link begins* Nature 
is our fureft guide, (he teaches the rule of juft economy. 
Man is but a part of the whole of her great fyftem, and ihould 
cultivate an acquaintance with her laws, and his own conftitu- 
tion, and ought to choofe or reject according to the di&ates 
of reafon, ever obferving nature’s example, and expend neither 
too much nor too little of her treafures. Men feldom go far 
wrong while they follow nature, but every deviation from her 
| laws (in refpeft to health) is attended with danger. If man 
could keep at a medium he would be perfeft : he flies from 
one extreme to another, and is equally wrong in both. Young 
men are apt to be prodigal of nature’s treafures, and where 
their morals are negle&ed generally dafh into every vice, and 
by thefe means their lives are greatly fhortened. Many are 
indebted to their parents and friends for their difeafes, occa- 
fioned by errors with regard to the quality and quantity of 
aliment : they did not obierve nature, but their own impulfe. 
Mankind, efpecially in populous towns, have degenerated in 
ftrength, energy of mind, and in capacity of refifting the nox- 
ious agency of powers which affeft them from without. The 
progreffive cultivation of the mind, with the refinements of 
habits and manners, are ever accompanied with a proportionate 
increafe of luxury. Nature is contented with little, but lux- 
ury knows no bounds. In proportion as the refinements of 
luxury increafe in a nation, the number and variety of difeafes 
alfo increafe, and the more plain and fimple a people continue* 
(efpecially in diet and regimen,) the more they approximate 
to a ft ate of nature, and are lefs affe&ed by the caufes of dif- 
eafe. Every change of cuftom in civilized nations produces 
a change in difeafes, and of courfe calls for a change of rem- 
edies. Intemperance, indolence, idlenefs, fleeping in fmftll 
apartments, uncleanlinefs, ftagnated foul air, damp clothing, 
tranfitions from hot to cold air, anger, &c. tend to difeafe. 
Temperance, moderate exercife, plain wholefome food, clean- 
linefs, pure air, early riling in the morning, cheerfulnefs of 
mind, &c. tend to health, and to its prefervation. Temper- 
ance and exercife are two excellent phyiicians. Intemperance 
diforders the whole animal economy. ~ The flave to appetite 
will ever be the difgrace of human nature. The epicure and 
the drunkard feldom ftop in their career until their money or 
conftitutiori' fails. Nature delights in plain, fimple food ; and 
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every animal follows her dictates except mao, who riots a| 
large, and ranfacks the whole creation in queft of luxuries, to 
his own deft ruction. 

Cleanlinefs . — Nothing more contributes to health and its 
prefervation than cleanlinefs of perfon and apparel. Cleanli- 
is an important virtpe, and much difeafe may be avoided 
by attending ftrictly to ablution. The perfection of drefs is 
tafe and cleanlinefs : the want of due attention to cleanlinefs 
is the occaiion of a variety of difeafes, as the itch, &c &e. 
If uncleanlinefs does not give origin to peftilential fevers, it 
certainly helps to extend, circulate, and continue them, when 
once excited. The effluvia of dirty cottages and dirty rooms 
are of like nature with peftilential vapors. Penury is gener- 
ally aflbciated with naftinefs, and often with indolence : it? 
often happens that peftilential difeafes commence with the 
poorer clals of citizens, who are negligent of cleanlinefs; and 
on the firft vifitation of the phyiician, are found in a fmait 
nafty bed-room, enveloped in dirty linen, &c. little lefs pleat 
ant than a lump of putrefaction. 

In order to health houfes muft be kept clean, and no 
offenfive matter flioald ever be fuftered to remain. Farmers 
fhould remove every kind of manure from their houfes, for 
by negleCting fo to do they may be led to the dubious routine 
of phyfic, by their families being fickiy in confequence of 
naftinefs. One blunder leads to another : the want of crops, 
(by negleCting his manure,) and hence failure in his income, 
drives him to mortgages, judgments, and executions. In faCt,' 
the foul habitations of many people are nurferies of peftilential 
difeafes. Truly uncleanlinefs is fo difagreeable in its nature, 
that it is ftrange any fliould be contented to harmonise with 
it : but there is a law in the animal economy, which accom- 
modates the mind of man to all the natural evils to which he, 
in the common order of things, is expofed. 

The body ought to be kept perfectly clean, by frequent' 
changing the linen, and by frequent walkings ; by thefe 
means much filth and perfpirable matter, which adheres to 
the Ikin, will be removed : the whole lyftem is refreshed and 
invigorated by this practice. Thefe waitings may be by im- 
merfion of the whole body in warm water, or with a lingle 
Bowl of water, rubbing the body with a fponge a few minutes. 
On the whole, whoever would live to old age muft keep hioi- 
felf clean, muft avoid anger and exceffive fatigue, and muft 
be good humored, cheerful, iruiuftrioue, and contemplate new* 
(jbjeCts. 

May, 1806. - Gr—^, 
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Qbfirvatkns oti the ratfmg of Potatoes ; communicated in a Letter^ 
kj Lieut. Be^albel Lawrence. 

1)R. AOiAMS, 

SHOULD you think the following method of raiding . 
potatoes would be more ufeful than thofe now generally ufed, 
and that it will tend to fub&rye the imerefts of agriculture* 
you are at liberty to publilh it. 

The value of potatoes was but little uaderftood by our an* 
ceftors. My grandfather, fince my remembrance, obferved 
that he raifed, in one year, fix bulhels of potatoes, but found 
fb little ufe for them during the fall and winter, that he threw 
away one half of them in the fpring. They are now, how* 
ever, fo. highly efteemed, that it is not uncommon for a fanner 
to raife from two to three hundred bulhels in a year. To 
afcertain, therefore, the beft method of- railing them, as it 
refpedb hotb the quantity and quality, will not, it is presumed, 
be thought unimportant. 

The method by which I was taught to raife them, and which 
I believe is now generally, pra&ifed, was, to plough the ground 
very deep, make deep furrows, clear out thole furrows with a 
hoe, fo as to receive a large ffrovei full of manure ; then to 
plant them upon the manure, and cover them very deep with 
earth. After they had come up* I was taught to plough deep 
between the rows, and hoe the earth round them, fb as to 
make large and high hills. 

From the following fa&s and ©bfervations I am fully co»» 
uinced the above method is wrong : — 

About ten years paft, I ploughed a piece of wettilh land* 
covered with Imall buihes, for the purpofe of fubduing them. 
Owing to the roots of th© bufhes I was unable to plough deep, 
or make deep furrows. The manure was put on the top of 
the furrows, the potatoes placed upon that, and ehrth carted 
to cover them, whereby they were but thinly covered with 
earth. After they had come up, they were hoed three time? 
before they blofiomtd, the earth each time loofened from the 
roots, and replaced by a little frefh earth, but not fo as to 
make the bills deep or large. In the fall, after the froft had 
bitten the tops, but pot killed the roots, they were pulled with 
sot beiajj deep in the ground, and ifftook between the 
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rows, where they remained in the fun • two or three hours : 
they were then carried into the cellar, and, not expecting 
them to be fo good as fome I had raifed in the common way, 
intended only for the ufe of the cattle : but the family, not 
knowing this circumftance, ufed them a number of times to 
eat, and finding them remarkably fweet, mealy, and palatable, 
led me to an inquiry into the caufe : being unable to account 
for this in any other way than their not having been planted 
and covered deep in the earth, I was determined the next year 
to try the experiment, which I did in the following manner. 

A part of my potatoes were planted as ufual, and a part 
were planted near the top of the ground, covered but thinly* 
and afterwards hoed fo as not to make large or high hills. In 
the fall, thofe potatoes planted and cultivated in the manner 
laft mentioned, were far more fweet and palatable than the 
Others. 

Since that time I have planted and cultivated my potatoes 
by the following rules : — - 

1. Plough the ground but a few days before the potatoes 
are planted, becaufe otherwife it will fettle and become hard. 

2. Furrow the ground four feet apart each way, and that 
only, where the land is moift, for the purpofe of making a 
mark where to place the manure for each hill. 

3. If the land be moift, the manure (hould be of a light or 
ftrawy kind ; if dry, it (hould be finer, or of a moifter nature, 
and the furrows a little deeper. 

4. After the manure is placed, drop the potatoes on it, 
covering them thinly, and taking care that no rocks or fods 
be placed on them, but to place them near the potatoes, for 
the purpofe of letting in the air. 

5. Soon after the fprouts (hoot through the ground, plough 
between the rows with a horfe, as near the roots as pofiible, 
clear out all the weeds from the potatoes, and add a fmall 
quantity of frelh earth to the roots. 

6. At the fecond ploughing, plough the other way of the 
rows from the firft, and in all other refpefts proceed as before. 

% 7. At the third ploughing, (which (hould be before they 

bloftbm, otherwife there will be a new fet of fprangks, which 
will caufe the growth of a large number of (mail potatoes,) 
proceed as before, clearing out the weeds, and placing a little 
frefh earth round the roots, making the hill fiattilh, but not 
high \ in this way fmall (howers, and even a common dew, 
will afford nourifhment, and increafe their growth, and as it 
keeps the earth light and clear of weeds, the air and the rays 
of the fun will eafily penetrate to the roots, and render them 
more fweet and mealy. 
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,8. In the fall, before the roots are dead, they (hould be 
^Ug« (hook between the rows, and remain two or three hours 
in the fun, (for potatoes (hould be dug in fair weather,) then* 
carried into the cellar, where, to prevent their becoming 
ftrong and bitter, they (hould be kdpt as much from the air 
and moifture as poflible. 

Should the above fadts and obfervations prove ufeful to 
farmers, in the cultivation of a root fo highly and generally 
efteemed, and fo truly valuable, as the potatoe, the communi- 
cation of it to the public, through the medium 6f the Regifter, 
will afford me much fatisfadtion. The experiment is eafy, and 
may be tried without ri(k. 

BEZALEEL LAWRENCE. 

LeominJIer , April 21, 1806. 


For the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER.' 

On Pruning 1 Fruit Trees. 

1)R. ADAMS, 

It is with much pleafure I have noticed in the Regifter 
a number of valuable communications on planting and culti- 
vating fruit trees. So far as it refpedts the fittejl Jeafon for 
pruning , however, I muff take the liberty to differ from your 
correfpondent on that fubjeft, in your third number. 

The great object in the choice of a time for that purpofe is, 
to hit upon one when the tree will not wajle its fap % and when the 
wound will ‘heal over the quickefi ; in order to affedt this, let the 
bufinefs be done in June y about two or three days before the 
change of the moon ; at that feafon the ftock where the limb * 
is taken off will not emit any more fap than a dry (lick ; but 
the work (hould be done by a careful hand, that the bark may 
not be jlarted round the wound. Perhaps it would be beft, if 
the limbs be large, to take them off firft a few inches from 
their infertion into the ftock, then let the remainder be taken off 
elofe , with a (harp fine faw : when this is done, nature will im- 
mediately begin her operation to effedt a cure ; for in four days 
it will be found that a ring or callus of new growth is form- 
ing round the wound, which will grow and heal over fooner 
than if the fame limb had been taken off fifteen months before. 

If any one (hould fmile at the idea of the moon's having 
any influence in the bufinefs, I would obferve, that the moon 
does certainly affedt the fap of the tree as well as the tide of 
the ocean ; country people, who are in the vpradfice of peeling 
bark from foreft trees, are well perfuaded of this. As every 
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Skovtry in the management of trees js of fome importance, 
it is hoped that the truth of the foregoing observations will be 

tefted by experiment. ^ Norfolk Subscriber. 

For the. MEDICAL an* AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

SXR* ADAMS, 

The following mode of curing butter I believe was prac- 
ticed firft iu the parifh of Udney, in Great Britain. An. 
account of it has* fome time fince been publifhed in this coun- 
ty it is, however, yet far from being generally known, and. 
many to whom it is known have not paid it that attention 
which the importance of the thing requires; I have therefore 
a wifh it may appear in the Regifter. 

Take two parts of the beft common fait, one part of fugar, 
and one part of faltpetre, beat them up together, and blend 
the whole completely : take one ounce of this compofition for 
every fixteen ounces of butter, work it well into the mals, and 
dofe it up for ufe* 

The above by feme is ufed in this proportion — ten ounces of 
fait to four ounces of laitpetre and four ounces of clean fugar. 

The following is the commendation given of this mode of 
practice in the. Penrfylvania Farmer : — 

The butter cured of this mixture appears of a rich mar- 
rowy confidence and fine color, and never acquires hardnefs 
nor taftes fait \ it eats as fweet after being kept three years as at 
firff It muft be noted, that butter thus cured requires to 
{land three weeks or a month before it is fit to he ufed ; if itf 
be fooner opened the falts are not perfe&Ly blended with it, 
and fometimes the coolnefs of the nitre will then be perceived^ 
which totally difappears* afterwards.” 

This mixture will not coft more than about one cent b$ 
the ounce, which is fufficknt for curing one pound of butter , 
Country farmers, is not this worthy your attention i As much 
fo as< fweet butter is better and bears a higher price than that 
which is Jlrong nad frewy* Befides, k affords to the dairy* 
woman a fettled rule, in an operation which, in the way it in 
ofoaliy prafltfed, is done without rule or uniformity. I cannot 
but think, were people to adopt the mode here recommended* 
they would foon be convinced of the importance of it. Every 
one knows the fuperiority of meat preserved by a proportion 
e£ faltpetre and fogaar with common fait, and it cannot but be 
«pe£ted that the feme fhouki be the cafe in refpeft to buaer* 

A Lover of good Butter* 

Suffolk County , May , 1806 . 
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Cautions and Dire 3 ions in Gardening , extrafitd from “ Mar- 
shall’s Gardening ” 

Gardetutig.^— The management of a garden (fummarily fpeak* 
ing) confifts in attention and application ; the firft ihould be of 
that wary and provident kind, as not only to do well in the 
prefent, but for the future ; and the latter fhould be of that 
diligent nature as (willingly) never to defer that till to-tnorrov? 
which may be done to-day” Procraftination is of ferious confe- 
queue e to gardening ; and neglefl of times and feafons will be 
fruitful of difappointment and complaint. It will often hap* 
pen, indeed, that a gardener cannot do what he would ; but 
if he does not do what he ctm 9 he will be mod juftly blamed, 
and perhaps cenfured by none more than by hicnfclf. 

Weeding . — W eeding in time is a material thing in culture, 
and fir ring the ground about plants, as alfo earthing up where 
necefiary, muft be attended to. Breaking the furface will 
keep the foil in health ; for when it lies in a hard or bound 
ftate, enriching (bowers run off, and the falubrious air cannot 
enter. Weeds exhauft the ftrength of the ground, and if 
they are fuffered to feed and fow themfelves, may be truly 
called (as Mr. Evelyn (peaks) garden fns . The hand and hoe 
are the inftruments for the purpofe. Digging where the (pade 
can go, between the rows of plants, is a good method of 
deftroying weeds ; and as it cuts off the ftraggliag fibres of 
foots, they ftrike frefh in numerous new (hoots, and are thus 
Arengthened. Deep hoeing is a good practice, as it gives a 
degree of fertility to the earth. 
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Stefult f Meteorological and other Ohfervations, for April, 1806} 
made at DEERFIELD. PORTSMOUTH, CONCORD, and BOS- 
TON :—-For the Medical and Agricultural Regijler . 
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WEATHER* 


l ft day> cloudy, fair. 

fair, very dry for the feafon; 4th 
and 5th warm, frogs peeped ; 
6th the wind (hifted into the 
N. E. and blew raw and cold. 

r commenced a N. E. ftorm of 
rain. 


A 

6 


9 — cleared off cold ; Concord and 

Portfmouth a little fnow. 
lo*1 fair and cold, brifk winds, fome 

11 [ fqualls; i£th the ice at Town- 

12 V fend,* by aftual meafurement, 

13 I on ft reams of running water, 

14 J two and an half inches thick. 

15 — weather moderated. 

10 — warm, no froft laft night, rain>; 

Townftnd fome people begin- 


ning to plough ; Portfm. heavy 
thunder and iharp lightning. 
if*- cleared off cool. 

18 > alternate clouds and funfhine, un- 

19 $ fettled weather. 

So - **- moderate weather, wind S. W. 
21*- cloudy ; Deerfield little rain P.M. 

22— moderate rain and cool. 

23- - cloudy, fair. 

24 ) fair, cool and windy, fiofty morn- 

25 J ings. 

2^ ^ cloudy and rain. 

28 ) cloudv ; Deerfield fair ; fome 
295 fmall fhowers 29th. 

30— fair and windy. 


Deerfield , May I, 1806 . 

Of the progrefs of vegetation . — This is very fmall. The elm, 
willow, maple, and lilack begin to wear the appearance of ver- 
dure, but the apple tree has the fterile afpedl of January. The 
weather during the month has been uncommonly cold and 
dry, and the feafon is very backward. 

State of health. — Violent colds are frequent, otherwife it may 
be faid to be as healthy as ufuai. 

We have had no long continued nor fever e ftorms this month, 
(April.) The 11th was a ftorm y, windy day, particularly in 
the afternoon ; we had a little fnow in the morning. The 
26th was rainy and fhowy 3 the tops of the mountains appear- 
ed white, but very little fnow fell in the vallies. 


EP. HOYT, 


ExtraBs from public Prints . 

Norfolk, ( Virg .) May 5 . — We believe theoldeft inhabitant 
does not remember fo long a drought 5 the confequence of 
which, it is feared, will be ruinous to the agriculture, which i$ 
now injured for want of rain. The great Difmal Swamp , fo 
called, has been fome weeks on fire, which has extended for 
many miles. We have converfed with fome gentlemen of 
information from that quarter, who affure us that the damage 
already done is moderately eftimated at one hundred thoufand 
dollars. A number of buildings, bridges, and a large quan- 
tity of timber, are confumed j and the fire yefterday was raging 
in every direction with the greateft violence y without ram 
there is no hope of its flopping fhort of the entire deftruftion 
of all the timber in this great traft of country. The rapidity 
with which our informants ftate the flames to fpread, exceeds 
atfy thing that can be defcribed. 


* In Middlefex county, 43 miles N. W. from Bofton. 
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Extrafl of a Letter from a Gentleman at Vincennes , dated March 

28 , 1806 . 

, “ A ftrange and very Angular difeafe * is laid to prevail in 
the Illinois counties : it feizes only girls of twelve years of 
age or under, beginning with head-ache and fever, and gene- 
rally terminating in death on the third day. A gentleman of 
Praitie du Rocker is faid to have loft all his « daughters. I 
have not heard further particulars.” 


POETRY. 


Water the mojl falutary Liquor . 

LeARN temp'rance, friends ! and hear without difdain 
The choice of water. Thus the Coan fage f 
Opin'd, and thus the learn'd of ev’ry fchool : 

What leaft of foreign principles partakes 
Is beft \ the lighteft then \ what bears the touch 
Of fire the leaft, and fooneft mounts in air ; 

The moft infipid, the Aoft void of fmell. 

Such the rude mountain from his horrid fides 
Pours down \ fuch waters in the fandy vale 
Forever boil, alike of winter frofts 
And fummer’s heat fecure. The cryftal ftream. 

Through rocks refounding, or for many a mile 
O'er the chaf'd pebbles hurl'd, yields wholefome, pure. 

And mellow draughts, except when winter thaws. 

And half the mountains melt into the tide. 

Though thirft were e’er fo refolute, avoid 
The fordid lake , and all fuch drowfy floods 
As fill from Lethe Belgia's flow canals, 

(With reft corrupt, with vegetation green, 

Squalid with generation and the birth 
Of little monfters,) till the pow'r of fire 
Has from profane embraces difengag'd 
The violated lymph. The virgin ftream. 

In boiling, waftes its finer foul in air. 

* May not this be the fame with that which lately prevailed at Medfield , an 
account of which we have in this number of the Regiuer ? 

+ Hippocrates. 
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Of Exercife and Labor . — Cautions againft irregular and excejftve 
Indulgences in Labor . — O/" Dram-drinking, and the great 
Havoc thofe make of themfelves , who, engaged in Works of La - 
bor 9 fly to Liquor for a Spur , whenever Nature droops from 
too great Exertion . 

[From the Villager’s Friend and Phyfician.] 

As moil of you are men who benefit fociety by your 
labors, gaining your livelihood by the fweat of your brows, you 
will not be furprifed at a few remarks on exercife and labor . 

Toil and be ftrong. By toil the flaccid nerves 

Grow firm, and gain a more compared tone. 

Armflrong, 

Exercife gives ftrength to every fibre, and energy and fpring 
to all the vital powers. In a word, man is rendered 

Robuft with labor, and by cuftom fteel’d 

To every cafualty of life ; 

For ftrength is increafed by being ufed, and loft by being too 
much hoarded. But I need not dwell on the advantages de- 
rivable from exercife, to you, who have experienced them, 
while engaged in the labors by which your families are fup- 
ported : no 5 to you whofe habits are thofe of induftry, fome 
few cautions againft the exceflive and irregular indulgence of 
thofe habits, will be more beneficial. Be allured then, that 
all violent and long continued exertions, even in your wonted 
labors, may not only prove of ferious injury to your health, 
but will alfo lelfen, rather than increafe, the weekly provifion 
for your families. Remember that the vital powers, the powers 
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by which life is continued, can only be urged to a certain? 
point, without injury. If nature be robbed of due repofe now, 
fhe muft repair the lofs another time, or fink, overcome, ex- 
haufted of the fine and fubtile fpirits i 

Purfucd trx) clofdy, e’en the gentlefl toil 

. Is wafte of health. 

Armji)pvsr. 

He who thus inconfifiently, from motives of economy, ex-' 
travagantly expends his health, may be faid to labor hard to. 
catch difeafe. 

The'all-wife Difpoler of all things has decreed the due ex- 
ercife of our powers to be an inexhauftible fource of pleafure, 
fo that man returns to his daily toil with cheerful alacrity. 
But exceffive exertions take away all zeft for work ; and no 
wonder, for if even too much pleafure will cloy, how much 
more muft too much hard worje. No, no : take moderate 
meals of hard work, and then to it again with a relilh for it. 
Think not, however, I mean to lull you into indolence > far 
from it. 

Dehold the wretch, who flugs his life away, 
boon 1 wallow’d in difealc’s lad abyis ; 

While he whom roil has brac’d, or manly play, 

Has light as air each limb, each thought as clear as day. 

Thomfon . 

Moderate and regular labor coils up the main fpring of life, 
but wild and irregular falties may break it. He that is fteady 
is ever ready. Regular exercife will demand regular reft. 

— Wearinefs 

Can fnore upon the flint, when refty floth 
Finds the down pillow r hard. 

Watch the fteady pace of the fuD ; let his rifing lead you to 
labor,* and his fetting to reft. Befides, I have one truth to 
difclofe to you, which perhaps you 4 have not difeovered. Vir- 
tues may have baftards, and therefore induftry may become 
the mother of drunkennefs : for nature, urged too far, pants 
and feeks for reft \ but her thoughtlefs driver fpurs her on. 
The pernicious, the poifonous dram is fwallowed, glafs after 
glafs, whenever the fpirits flag \ and thus, he who gets a hard* 
handy too often gets a parched mouth : this as generally leads to- 
the ale-houfey as that does to the houfe of mifery and difeafe . 
Cbnfider a little, my friends, how little you gain by earning' 
fix Jbillings inftead of four y when the retailer gets one half of 
your earnings, and phyfic runs away with the reft. 

But let us not pafs the ale-houfe, without a word or two* 
refpetting the good cheer it affords. Moft of us are pretty 
well acquainted with the delightful refrefhment a glafs of ale 
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6)r rplrits yields, when a man is fatigued. Well would it be. 
If we all knew as well the mifchiefs arifing from taking a little 
too frequently, what is called a little drop> fo that we might be 
fufficiently on our guard againft that infidious enemy, the lovi 
of drink. This is an enemy again ft whom you (hould always 
be on your guard, for he ufes every trick of war ; fometimes 
he comes on by flow and unheeded approaches, fometimes his 
attacks are open and violent, and oftentimes will he fight un- 
der falfe colors, and whilft he is received as a friend, cruelly 
deprive thofe he has deluded of every comfort, and at laft of 
life itfelf. He who t being engaged in works of labor, files to 
liquor fir a fpur f whenever nature droops from too great exertion^ 
makes terrible havoc ninth hiinfelf Nature, before worn down, 
is now forced and drained by thefe unnatural efforts ; and if 
thefe be often repeated, the (battered nerves will (how the 
vaft damage they have fuffered. Tremblings, (inking of the 
fpirits, fleeplefs nights, and days of dreadful liftleffnefs, will be 
the forerunners of fome deadly malady. 

You will, perhaps, be at flrft furprifed at the affertion, but 
you will, on reflexion, I am fure, agree in its being well 
founded, that the cautious , but frequent ftpper y is more expofed to 
be overtaken by difeafe y in confequence of indulgence in his 
favorite habit, than he who revels openly anil unguardedly . The 
former generally allows the elevation he has experienced from 
his firft (ip to fubflde before he takes his fecond, and that of 
the fecond before he takes his third : thus, gradually inftilling 
the poifon into the fyftem, he has not the warning of intoxica- 
tion to apprife him, that although he exultingly applauds him- 
felf for his extraordinary felf-denial, the quantity he has (ipped 
exceeds that which, taken by his neighbor with lefs manage- 
ment, has levelled him to the ground, and rendered him the 
object of our cautious fipper’s harfh reproof. The more bold 
and fhamelefs drunkard finds a monitor, (though generally too 
little regarded) in every drunken bout ; the beaftly fituation* 
in which he is placed by them, and the fufferings which fuc~ 
ceed, are not entirely unnoticed : 

He fleeps ; and, waking, finds himfelf undone I 
For, prodigal of life, in one ra(h n’ght 
He iavilh’d more than might fupport three days. 

Armjlrong . 

Loud but weak refolves are uttered — (uch filthy excefles are 
never more to be committed. 

Ah, fly deceiver ! branded o’er and o’er, 

Yet flill believ’d ! exulting o’er the wreck 
Of fiber vows ! 
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Drunketiiicfs, my friends, that vice, or rather let me fay, 
that crime, which engenders all other crimes, is a baneful 
curfe, wherever it falls* It degrades man below the meaneft 
reptile, renders his fober hours irkfome beyond bearing, brings 
on the moil dreadful difeafes, and at laft places him on a 
death-bed, the pillow of which it has filled with thorns. 
Dreadful is this pifture, and many of you muft feel its truth* 
But how, you afk, fhall we profit by it ? How (hall we rid 
ourfelves of fuch a dangerous foe ? Not by trifling with him ; 
not by gentle refiftance; not by endeavoring gradually to 
difengage yourfelf from his horrid gripe : no, an enemy fo 
formidable muft be firmly and ftrongly oppofed 5 not an inch 
muft be yielded to him. Confider, if you break not his neck 
he will break yours, and perhaps the hearts of thofe who are 
deareft to you. Call to your aid felf-love, as well as regard 
and compaflion for your family, who innocently fuffer for your 
indifcretions. Crave the fupport of reafon and religion. 

Let god-like reafon, from her fovereign throne, 

Speak the commanding word — 1 will — and it is done. 

Thomfon . 

Do not be lulled into a falfe fecurity, founded on one or 
two incorrigible drunkards enjoying feekning health, for 
they own not what they fuffer : but judge from a larger feale. 
Look back to the latter days of all the votaries of Bacchus that 
come within your recolleftion, and then you will difeover, that 
in general the wine-bibber is doomed to the torments of the 
gout, or of the ftone or gravel ; the dram-drinker becomes 
bloated with dropfy, and the fwiiier of beer ftained with 
1 jaundice. 

......the yellow fiend 

Ting’d with her own accumulated gall. 

I am fure, if you but reconfider what has been faid, although 
you may accufe me of preaching, you will not regard a drunk- 
en bout as a trifling matter. Look back but to the laft adven- 
ture of this kind, and ftrive to 

recolleft 

What follies in your loofe, unguarded hour 
Efcap’d. For one irrevocable word. 

Perhaps, that meant no harm, you lofe a friend ; 

Or, in the rage of wine, your nafty hand 
Performs a deed that haunts you to the grave. 

Add, that your means, your health, your parts decay $ 

Your friends avoid you ; bnitifhly transform’d, 

They hardly know you ; or, if one remains 
To wi(h you well, he wiihes you in heaven. 

Armjlrong , 
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For the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER, 

DR. ADAMS, 

I was well pleafed to meet, in the Regifter for April, 
with Dr. Green’s communication on the “ natural hiftory of 
the horfe bee,” &c. &c^efpecially as I found a correfpondence 
between his ideas on the fubjedt and fuch as I have long en- 
tertained. And as every fadl, tending to elucidate an inquiry 
which is ftill involved in too much obfcurity, will probably be 
received and read with avidity, not only by the naturalift, but 
alfo by every one who is interefted in the welfare of that 
w noble animal,” the horfe, I prefume to offer a few remarks 
relative to the fubjedt of Dr. Green’s communication, which, 
if you deem them worthy of notice, you will pleafe to infert 
in one of your future numbers. 

In addition to the «« preventive means ” recommended by 
Dr. Green, I believe there is not in nature fo powerful, fo 
cheap, and fo eafy a preventive of bots, as ccmpion fait . Let 
a little be given once, twice, or thrice a day, or every other 
day, beginning in the fpring, and continuing it through the 
fummer and autumn : it may, however, in my opinion, be ad- 
van'tageoufly given to a horle through the year. The efficacy 
of common fait, in deftroying bots, will readily be conceived 
of, when we recolleft its deadly effedls on animalculx of other 
kinds, fuch as maggots in putrid cheefe, fiffi, fle(h, &c. It is a 
well known fadt, that an undue proportion of common fait, in 
combination with other elementary principles, is totally de- 
ftrudtive to the early dawnings, or more advanced periods, of 
vegetable and animal life : hence its pernicious influence, if 
ufed too liberally, in agriculture $ and hence its utility in de- 
ftroying infedts of various kinds. [See Dr. Dean’s New En-* 
gland Farmer, in the words “ infeft” and 

But to attach the credit to thefe obfervations to which they 
are entitled, I feel myfelf warranted to affert, from my own 
experience, that a horfe that is daily or frequently allowed tq 
eat a little fait, while he is at grafs, or even in the ftable, that 
is, during the feafon of the horfe bee, (hall not be afflifted 
with bots in the enfuing winter and fpring \ neither will he 
be fo much infefted with the horfe bee as one that is not thus 
indulged in the ufe of fait. Let the alimentary canal of any 
horfe be daily or frequently impregnated with the favor of 
common fait, and it becomes a moil ungenial afylum, a moft 
inhofpitable nidus [ \nejt ] for the eggs of the horfe bee, or the 
animalcule of any other kind of infedts. Some horfes will 
not fuffer themfeives to be taken in the pafture, without (bme* 
thing is given them, fuch as corn, oats, fait, &c. and in this 
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way I learned the ufe of the latter article in preventing bots : 
in fuch cafes it is very convenient to carry a little fait to the 
pafture, in preference to any thing elfe. It is more than 
probable, that wetting the nits with ftrong brine occafionally, 
will deftroy them ; and that the hair on the legs, or other 
parts of a horfe, thus imbrued with brine, will not be frequent- 
ed by the bee for the. attachment of the eggs. It is alfo ad- 
vifable to take pains to kill the bee, whenever an opportunity 
admits of it. 

The well known efficacy of mercury, in fome of its forms, 
in deftroying worms, lice, &c. annoying man and beaft, leads 
to a belief that it may be ufefully employed for the deftru&ion 
and expulfion of bots ; accordingly Mr. Taplin, in his “ Com* 
pendium of practical and experimental Farriery,” has afferted, 
page 151, Wilmington edition, 1797, “ that mercurials are 
abfoiutely the only jpecifics from which a certainty of fuccefs 
can be derived, and ihould, with every intelligent fuperintend- 
ant, and rational practitioner, never be delayed.” Purfuant to 
this opinion, he ha3 given two recipes, containing mercury, 
but unfortunately without directions for their mode of exhi- 
bition ; it is prefumed, however, that either of them muft be 
given in fuch quantity as to purge freely feveral times, keeping 
the horfe in the intermediate time on a laxative diet, fuch as 
boiled rye, raw potatoes, luxuriant new feed, or oats fteeped 
jn urine twenty-four hours. — Here follow the recipes : 

J. “ Mil4 purging ball for worms . 

“ Take Barbadoes aloes in powder, fix drachms; jalap in 
fine powder, three drachms ; caftile foap, two drachms ; cal- 
omel and ginger in powder, each one drachm ; oil of anifeed, 
fixty drops ; and fyrup of buckthorn fufficient to make the 
ball”' 

; t 2. “ Strong purging ball for worms . 

a « Take Barbaboes aloes in powder, nine drachms ; jalap in 
poWdef, and foap, each two drachms ; calomel and ginger, 
each a drachm and half ; oil of anifeed and juniper, each 
thirty drops ; fyrup fufficient to make the mafs.” 

Jl l think it is not to be doubted that either of the above me- 
dicaments muft prove efficacious, in deftroying and expelling 
bots, if given in fufficient dofes to excite free purging ; but 
the quantity neceflafy to produce that effeCt can be ascertained 
only by a fipr trial, determined by the judgment of the perfon 
direClihg or officiating as farrier, who ought to be acquainted 
^rith the nature of the articles compofing the forms. Perhaps 
pwo or three balls of the firft form may be fufficient for one 
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<dofe \ u taking care that the horfe is not expofed to rain, 
.chilling winds, or rode into water, during” a few days before 
and ten or twelve after {heir exhibition, but that he is kept 
{fill and warm in that fpace of time. TJngue?itum> as it is com- 
monly called, may be ufefully applied to the nits, once in a 
while. 

Are horfes which are conftantly ftabled ever troubled with 
bots ? Dr. Willich fays they are not : he alfo fays, “ for the 
cure of bots in the ftomach, calomel lhould firft be given in 
large quantities, and repeated at intervals : ^Ethiop’s mineral 
may be given afterwards ” He fays further, that u bots in the 
ftraight gut may be cured by giving the horfe a fpoonfui of 
favin, cut fmall, once or twice a day, in oats or bran moiften- 
ed, to which may be added three or four cloves of garlic 
and he recommends, « at intervals,” an aloetic purge, com- 
pofed as follows, viz. «« Fine focotine aloes, ten drachms^, frefh 
jalap, one drachm \ ariftolochia, or birth-wort, and myrrh 
powdered, each two drachms ; oil of favin and amber, of each 
one drachm ; fyrup of buckthorn, enough to form the whole 
.into a bail.” 


June 7, 1803. 
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Remedy for the Sting of Waffs and Bees . 

It has been found by experience, that the beft remedy 
.For the fting of wafps and bees, is to apply to the part affected 
common fait, moiftened with a little water. Even in a cafe 
where the patient had incautioufly fwallowed a wafp, in a 
draught of beer, and been ftung by it in the windpipe, the 
.alarming fymptoms that enfued were almoft inftantly relieved 
by fwallowing repeated dofes of water faturatcd with fait. 

5 London Month . Mag, 

Stings of bees are more virulent than even thofe of wafps, 
and fometimes attended with very violent effects. As the 
fling is bearded, it is always left in the wound. When, there- 
fore, a perfon is ftung by a bee, the fting lhould be inftantly 
extracted ; for, by its peculiar form, it will penetrate progref- 
iively deeper into the wound, and communicate more of its 
poilon, according to the time it is fuffered to remain. It 
lhould be carefully pulled out with a fteadv hand \ for if any 
part of it breaks in, remedies will in a great rneafure be i**ef* 
fe&ual. For healing the ftings of thefe infers, common fait 
is almoft a certain, and almoft an inftantaneous cure. 

Domtjl, Encyc • 
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For tie MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

DR. ADAMS, 

If you think the following will aid the defign of your 
ufeful Regifter, and communicate defirable information, you 
are at liberty to publifh it. 

A Difcovery to prevent the Yellow Bugs from Injuring Cucumbers* 

Every year my cucumbers have been much infefted with 
the yellow bugs y (vulgarly called,) and often my firft crops have 
partly or wholly been deftroyed by them ; this excited me to 
inquire for a remedy, to obviate their ravages : fucceffively I 
applied, and to the beft of my fkill, many heretofore recom- 
mended prefcriptions : they confifted principally of fetid 
matters, fuch as hen-dung, &c. &c. diluted with water, an4 
fprinkled upon the plants feveral times every day. From at- 
tentive obfervation, I think it is certain they have no direct 
tendency to drive the infefts from their purpofe. Where 
applications of this fort are frequently ufed, it is evident that 
the bugs will not make fo great deftru&ion of the plants as 
when they are entirely negle&ed, becaufe the bugs are fright- 
ened from the plants at one’s frequent approach \ I attribute 
the advantage to this, more than to the offenfive matter ap- 
plied. I noticed further, that thefe infefts, while feafting 
themfelves, were generally inclined to the under fide of the 
leaves, that the fluid fprinkled upon them fettled upon the 
upper fide. This induced me to try another thing, faid to be 
effectual, which was fa:t pulverized ; this I put into a common 
pepper box, and with one hand turned up the leaves moif- 
tened with dew, and with the other lifted on a fufficient 
quabtity to cover them. I vifited my plants two or three 
hours after, and notwithftanding, found bugs in great numbers 
had made their way to the texture of the leaves. It ftrikes 
me forcibly, from obfervation, that thefe fetid fluids, &c< 
though highly offenfive to our fenfes, are not difagr^eable tq 
^.theirs. 

r From thefe failures, I concluded that there was no method 
which would infallibly preferve the young cucumbers from 
thefe deftroyers, but wholly to exclude them an opportunity to come 
in contaEl . In order completely to fence them out, I made a 
hoop , like that of a fieve, from twelve to fifteen inches in diarfy* 
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eter, and about four and an half deep ; then from the Infide 
of this hoop I bent two fmall flicks, and confined them with 
finall nails, croffing each other at right angles, forming an 
•arch above the hoop nine or twelve inches ; I then drew over 
thefe curved flicks fome coarfe gauze, which I fattened with 
another fmall hoop, made for the purpofe, fimilar to confining 
a fieve bottom* Any other thin open fluff will dp inftead of 
gauze, fuch as very fine millinet, &c. but it muft be of fo fine 
a texture that the bugs cannot penetrate it, and fo open that 
it will admit fufEcient light and air to nourifh and make 
healthy the plants. I then placed them over the hills of my 
cucumbers, and preffed them about one inch into the ground, 
as the bugs will fometimes crawl a little under the loofe foil, 
as well as effectually to fecure them from the grub worms , as 
they travel nearly or quite on the furface. 

I perceived my cucumbers flourished more than heretofore, 
which, I think, was caufed by the increafed heat afforded by 
the hoops. Thefe coverings need not be removed, except to 
hoe and water the plants, until they entirely fill the dome ; 
then the hoops may be removed, without endangering the 
cucumbers, as by this time the branches and leaves are thickly 
covered with hard and ftiarp prickles, which prove to them a 
proper defence. In this way cucumbers , and other plants of 
the like kind, may be preferved from devouring infects. 

The expenfe of thefe hoops, with their appendages, will 
not exceed from 33 to 42 cents each \ and fix hills of cucum-p 
bers, defended by thefe means, will fupply an ordinary family 
with fufficient for daily coniumption. After the feafon for 
tiling the hoops is paft, they may be laid carefully by, until 
the next feafon ; and the probability is, they will laft five 
years or more without repairs. 

NATHANIEL MILLER, 

Franklin , ( Mafs .) June 9, 1#06. 


Rules and Dire Elion sf or putting down Butter. By J. ANDERSON, 
L. L. D. F. R. s. t&c. ExtraEled from the Papers of the Bath 
Agricultural Society . 

' Wooden veffels are the moft proper for containing falted 
butter* Oak is the beft wood for the bottom and flaves* 
Broad fplit hoops are to be preferred to all others. Iroi* 
hoops {hould be rejected, as the ruft of them will in time fink 
through the wood, and injure the color of the butter. To 
feafon a new veffel, for the reception of falted butter, requires. 
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great care : it fhould be filled frequently with fcalding water, 
allowing it to remairi till it flowly cools. After the butter has 
been cleaned from the milk, it is ready for being falted. Let 
the veflel be rendered as clean and as fweet as poffible, and be 
rubbed all over in the infide with common fait ; and let a 
little melted butter be run into the cavity between the bottom 
and the fides at their joining, fo as to fill it, and make it every 
where flufh with the bottom and fides : it is then fit to receive 
the butter. 

Common fait is almoft the only fubftance hitherto employed 
for preferving butter. I have found by experience that the 
following compofition is in many refpe&s preferable to it, as it 
not only preferves the butter more effedlually from any taint 
of rancidity, but makes it look better and tafte fweeter and 
more marrowy, than if the fame butter had been cured with 
common fait alone. 

[Here follows the receipt for making the compofition, which 
is the fame with that communicated by our correfpondent, 
and publifhed in the laft number of the Regifter, page 76, 
which fee.] 

Of this compofition, one ounce fhould be put to every fix* 
teen ounces of butter : mix this fait thoroughly with the buu 
ter, as foon as it has bpen freed from the milk, [which fhould 
be done effectually,] and put it, without lofs of time, into the 
veffel prepared to receive it, prefling it fo clofe as to have no 
air holes, or any kind of cavities within it ; fmooth the fur* 
face, and if you expert it will be more than two days before 
you add more, cover it clofe up with a piece of clean linen, 
and over that a piece of fine linen that has been dipped in 
melted butter, that is exactly fitted to the edges of the veflel 
all round, fo as to exclude the air as much as poffible, without 
the affifta^ce of ajny watery brine. When more butter is to 
be added, remove the coverings, and let the butter be applied 
clofe above the former, prefling it down, and fmoothing it as 
before, and fo on till the veflel is full. When full, let the 
two covers be fpread over it with the greateft care, and let a 
fittfe melted butter be poured all round the edges, fo as to fill 
up every cranny, and effettually exclude the air. A little fait 
may then be ftrewed over the whole, and the cover firmly 
fixed down, to remain clofely fhut till opened for ufe. If this 
fee carefully done, the butter may be kept perfectly found in 
this climate for many years. 

It muft be remarked, that butter cured in this manner, does 
not tafte well till it has flood at leaft a fortnight after being 
falted : after that period is elapfed, it eats with a rich marrowy 
tafte that no other butter ever acquires. Butter thus cured 
will go well to the Eaft or Weft Indies. 
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For the MEDICAL akd AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

DR. ADAMS, 

Finding by experience that cabbages thrive far better 
to plant the feed in the hills where they are to (land, than to 
tranfplant them, it lias been an inducement to communicate 
it for the Regifter j if you fhould think it an improvement 
worth noting, pleafe to infert it. 7 

The difference in my yard the laft feafon was very obvious: 
a part I tranfplanted, and a part was planted in the hill ; the 
latter was nearly a third better than thofe tranfplanted. By 
tranfplanting, the roots, many of them, are injured, and by 
that means grow Jump-footed. Judgment muft be ufed as to 
the time of planting, manuring the land, &c. Climate and 
foil vary, in a greater or lefs degree, all kinds of vegetation. 

It is found a preventive againft infers, to mix the feed, 
ten or twelve hours before planted, with fulphur : two ounces 
of fulphur to a pound of feed. Alfo, fmoking the feed, by 
hanging it up in the chimney in a thin cloth, feveral days 
before planted, is found efficacious. This treatment with feed n 
before planted, of various kinds, has been found to have a 
very good effect ; fuch as cucumbers , water-melons, mtjk-melons , 
turnips , parfnips , beets , &c. See. 

Query. — Would wheat, when the feed has been fo treated, 
avoid the HeJfian Jly ? 


Cautions and Dire 51 ions in Gardening . 

The following articles were prepared for the laft number, * but were omitted for 
want of room. 

The thinning of feedling crops (fuch as are defigned to 
produce feed) is a very necelfary thing to be done in time, 
before the young plants have drawn one another up too much, 
by which they become weak and out of form, and fometimes 
never do well afterwards. All plants grow ftronger, and ripen 
their juices better, when the air circulates freely round them, 
and the fun is not prevented from an immediate influence ; an 
attention to which ffiould be paid from the fir ft appearance of 
plants breaking ground. 

In thinning clofe crops, as onions, carrots, turnips, $cc. be 
fure they are not left too near ; for inftead of reaping a greater 
produce, there would furely be a lefs. When they (land too 
clofe, they will make tall and large tops, but are prevented 
fwelling in their roots : better to err on the wide fide, for 
though there are fewer plants they will be finer. 

In Jetting out plants , be fure to do it as early as may be, and 
always allow room enough for this work *, being thus treated. 
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vegetables will come forward fooner, larger, and of a fuperior 
flavor. Thefe advantages are feen in all things, but in lettuces 
\ particularly, which often have not half the room allowed them 
they fhoukL Marshall. 

Differentforts of plants , intended for the producing of feed \ ought 
not to be fujfered to flower together , a caution deferving attention 
In Ray’s hiftory of plants we have the following anecdote ; 
One Richard Baal, a gardener at Brentford, fold a great 
quantity of cauliflower feed, which he raifed in his own garden, 
to feveral gardeners in the fuburbs of London, who carefully 
fowed the feed in good ground, but they produced nothing 
but the common long leaved cabbage; for which reafon they 
complained they were impofed upon, and commenced a fuit 
againft the aforefaid Baal, in Weftminfter hall : the judge’s 
opinion was, that Baal muft return the gardeners their money, 
and alfo make good their lofs of time and crops. This cheat 
we ought not to lay to the poor gardener’s charge, for it is 
wholly to be afcribed to his good plants being impregnated 
by the common cabbage. Wherefore, if any one has an ex- 
cellent cabbage, he ought not to let it flower in the fame bed 
or befide any other of an inferior fort, left the good fort fhould 
be impregnated with the duft [pollen, prepared in the male 
flower of plants] of the other, and the feeds produce a degen-* 
crate race* 

[The fame thing happens when melons and cucumbers are 
planted together, as many muft have noticed. It is not in- 
frequent to hear perfons complaining that their melons are 
had . On an inquiry into this circumftance, it will often be 
found that they have been raifed and have flowered with 
tucumbers, and that inftead of that flavor which is natural, 
and which conftitutes the excellence of the fruit, they are vapid 
and unpalatable*] 
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ARTICLE XVI. 

A Receipt for making Summer Beer* 


Jfc*. ADAMS, 


If you think the following receipt for making fummer 
beer worthy a place in the Regifter, pleafe to infert it. It is 
far preferable to cider, either for health or to quench thirft. 

d. e. 
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Take four quarts of molafles, half a pint of yefl:, and a 
fpoonful of powdered race ginger ; put thefe ingredients iqtp 
your veflel, and pour on them two gallons of fcalding hot 
water •, fliake them well till it ferments ; and add thirteen 
gallons of cold water, to fill up the calk. Let the liquor fer- 
ment about twelve hours, when it will be fit for ufe. It may 
be kept in bottles to a great age. 

Another. — Good wholefome Small Beer, •which will not four. 

Take two ounces of hops, and boil, them three or four 
hours in three or four pailfuls of water ; then fcald two quarts 
of molafles in the liquor, and turn it up into a clean half bar- 
rel, boiling hot ; then fill it up with cold water $ before it is 
quite full, put in your emptyings or yeft to work it : the next 
day you will have agreeable wholefome fmall beer, that will not 
fill with wind as that which is brewed from malt or bran $ 
and it will keep good till it is all drank out. 

Receipt for making a very pleafant Beer. 

To ten quarts of water add one bottle of porter, and one 
pound of brown fugar, or a pint of molafles. After they have 
been well mixed, pour the liquor into bottles, and place them 
loofely corked in a cool cellar. In two or three days it will 
be fit for ufe. A fpoonful of ginger, added to the mixture, 
renders it more lively and agreeable to the tafte. 

ARTICLE XVII. 

Method of dejlroying Bed Bugs . 

DR. ADAMS, 

The following is an effeftual remedy againft that infa- 
mous infeft, called the bed bug : thinking it might be in fome 
degree of public utility, I have fent it for infertion in the 
Regifter, if agreeable. 

It is Amply a clear frong lime water . Wa(h the parts of the 
bed frame where the bugs refide, which is the joints and paf- 
fage for the cord : it will be found to deftroy even unhatched 
*ggs» And the lime will not injure the bed clothing in the 
finalleft degree. 


ARTICLE XVIII. 

Receipt for preferving Eggs . 

DR. ADAMS, 

Finding the following receipt for preferving eggs as good 
as is recommended, I have fent it for infertion in the Regif- 
ter ', if you think it will be of utility, pleafe to infert it. 
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Into a tub put eight quarts of unflacked lime, half a pound 
of fait, and two ounces of cream of tartar, mix in 'water, t6 
bear an egg with its top juft above water. Eggs have been 
kept good, in a compofttion like this, for two years. 


ARTICLE XIX. 


Refult of Meteorological and other Obfer vat Ions, for May , 1806* 
made' at DEERFIELD , PORTSMOUTH, and BOSTON : — For 
the Medical and Agricultural Regijler . 
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WEATHER. 


iji dav, 

3 I alternate clouds and funfiiine each 

4 ! day ; brifk winds ; apple trees 

5 I beginning to put forth their 
o leaves. 

7 J 

8 ) dull mornings ; a little rain in the 

9 y afternoons. 

to — cloudy and cold. 

1 1— alternate clouds and funfhine. 

J 2 £ fair and pleafanr. 

14 — cloudy, little, rain mod of the day. 
13 — cloudy morning; fair. 


161 

19 

20 

21 

24 

2,5 

26 

27 

28 

29 


fucceflion of fair and very dry 
weather; foifle clouds; front 
the 20th to the 24th, very’ cold 
for the feafon ; a froft on the 
night of the 23d, after which 
more pleafant, bu£ extremely 
dry and dufty ; Deerfield, thun- 
der and lightning on the 23th, 
and a few drops of rain. 


3 °J 

31 — fteady, moderate rain. 


Towtifend, May , 1806. 

A remarkably backward feafon ; the fcarcity of hay .very 
great ; coivflips were not in the bloflom till the 3d j people 
were generally engaged in planting about the 16th; the 22d 
was a frofty morning ; a very heavy froft on the 23d. The 
profpect of fruit is but very indifferent in this place ; winter 
grain has a promiling appearance ; grafs is backward and very 
thin. 


Canker worms . — Where the precaution of tarring has been 
negletfted, the apple trees, in many places in the vicinity of 
Boifon, have the appearance of having been fcorched by fire. 
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Deerfield , May^ 1806. 

Of the progrefs of vegetation . — This was very fmall previous 
to the commencement of this month •, now we fee “ all matter 
quick, and burfting into birth.” Apple trees put forth their 
leaves the 6th of the month ; peach trees were in full bloflom 
the 13th *, cherries and plums the 14th \ apple bloflbms began 
to appear the 1 7th, and on the 20th they were in full bloom. 
Mod: of the peach trees on o\ir old interval and home lot lands 
in this town, are nearly dead : thefe trees for feveral years pad 
have flouriihed and produced fruit plentifully ; but the foil of 
our low land does not feem to be congenial to them, they are 
apt to 'winter kill. The month has been remarkably dry. For 
feveral days the atniofphere has been filled with fmoke. On 
the morning of the 23d we had a froft, which injured corn, 
beanS, &c. Englifh grain and grafs have differed for want of 
rain. It is faid to have been as dry as any fpring known in 
this part of the country. 

State of healthy &c. — The month has been healthy. There 
is now in this town a lady, .in the bloom of life, who is wafting 
with a confumption. Two have died out of th& fame family, of 
this difeafe, within three years. The lady now afflicted is 
under the care of an able phyfician, who has admin iftered to 
her the moft approved medicines, but with little fuccefs : he 
is now trying the method defcribed by Dr. Beddoes, in his 
u Observations on the Medical and Domeftic Management of 
Confumption,” viz. Refidence in a fiable with cows : this ap- 
peared at firft to check the diforder, and ftrong hopes were en- 
tertained that it might effect a cure \ but thefe hopes have near- 
ly vanifhed, and it is feared that this will add one more to the 
number of unfuccefsful experiments of this mode of treatment. 

Of fiormsy t&c. — In the evening of the 25th we had light- 
ning and thunder in the north-eaft, and a few drops of rain 
fell. I am informed this was a plentiful fhower 30 or 4$ 
miles eaftward of this place. The 31ft was a moderately rainy 
day, and has given vegetation a more healthy afpeft. A gen- 
tleman who kept an account of the quantity of fnow which fell 
in this town the laft winter, has juft handed me the total of 
his account, which is 76 inches. EPH. HOYT. 

ExtraEl from a public Print . 

T^he Maryland papers contain accounts of great deftruc- 
tion by caterpillars . They attack every green thing, white 
clover excepted. Whole fields of wheat are invaded by them, 
and the deftruftion of head, ftalk, and blade is immediate. 
They proceed in immenfe numbers, difcoloring the ground, 
and baffling the hopes of the hufbandman. They are fmooth, 
and vary in length, from one quarter to an inch and an half. 


Digitized by CjOOQIC 


99 


VOTE*. 


NOTES. 

To Readers and Corre/pondenh . 


There is hardly any thing, 

the want of which has been more fere* 
fibly felt, or which has been more du- 
dioufly fought for, by hufbandmen and 
gardeners, than a remedy againft the 
depredations of that common and uni- 
verfal enemy to cucumbers, the yellow 
bug . Something with this intention, 
we are fenfible, has, before this time, 
been expe&ed of us, by many of our 
fubfcribers. Poffeffing, However, but 
little confidence in the various mixtures 
and deco&ions of fetid and other fub- 
ftances, which, with this view, have 
been fo often recommended, and un- 
willing ourfelves to give a fruitlefs and 
unfuccefsful dire&ion to any portion of 
the labor and the induftry of our coun- 
try, we have therefore declined every 
folicitation of this nature, waiting rather 
till chance or ingenfifity fhould fugged 
fome more probable and more effectual 
remedy than any heretofore propofed 
or known. Of thefe our hopes we 
have not been difappointed. The 
method propofed and adopted by Dr. 
Miller, and publifbed in this num- 
ber of the Regifter, to be approved, 
needs only to be known. Nothing can 
be more effectual, not only againll the 
yellow bug) but alfo againd what is vul- 
garly called the pumpkin bug, and even 
the grub worm . This little fimplc 
piece of machinery may not unfitly be 
called the Cucumber-Caflle . Not only 
is this the mojl ejfettuaf thing , but the 
ufe of it, every circumdance taken into 
view, compared with that of any Jleep 
or decoElion, mud be acknowledged the 
greatejl economy , both of time and 
money : it is therefore fincerely re- 


commended to the attention of every 
hufbandman and gardener. 

This number completes the jirjl 
half year of the Regider. The fup- 
port, thus far, which we have received 
by fubfcriptions and by communica* 
tions, has equalled our expe&ations for 
the time. The Regider is now fcat- 
tered very exteniively over this part of 
the country. . The many expremons of 
approbation, in private letters, which 
have been received from gentlemen 
didinguifhed by their knowledge and 
(kill in medicine and agriculture, lead 
us to fuppofe, that, by the attentions of 
our corrcfpondents, we have been ena- 
bled, in fome degree, to deferve well of 
the public. We therefore nope for the 
continuance of their favors, and that 
the friends to health and agriculture 
will lend us their influence and fupport 
to bring the Regider into fuch general 
and increafed circulation, as to enable 
us to undertake and purfue other and 
yet more expenfive meafures of obtain- 
ing the end and accompliihing the de- 
figns of this publication. 

Our correspondents will accept our 
renewed affurances of gratitude to them 
for their multiplied attentions. We 
hope that others, who, by their experi- 
ence and opportunity, may have it in 
their power, will be induced to imitate 
thefe examples. A number of com- 
munications have been received, which 
will be brought forward in their order. 
The wifhes of “Iatros” fhall be 
gratified as foon as it fhall be confident 
with our other engagements. 


Erratum . — In our lad number, page 72, the fixth line from the bottom, for 
“ warm water,” read, warm weather. 
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Medical, 

For the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. ; 

bR. ADAMS, 

The following extraft is fubnxitted to your difpofal. 

PASSAMAQUDDDT. 

Extract from a Manufcript Oration , read a few Tears Jtnce y before 
an Affectation of Phyftcians, injlituted in one of the Countie t in 
this Commonwealth , for Medical Improvement. . ' ... 

“ A phyfician is never without an objedl on which to 
write, or which commands his attention as an artift or a philofl. 
opher. All nature is an open volume for his contemplation 
and inquiries : the fllent and unfathomed recefles of the ocean 
and the earth ; the hitherto almoft unattempted arcana [fecrets]| 
of the animal, vegetable, and mineral kingdoms of our coun- 
try \ the terra incognita # of the animal body and human con- 
ftitution, and the varying ftate of the latter, owing to the 
numberlefs influences of phyfical and moral caufes on it ; the 
prefent imperfe£t nomenclature of nofology [« arrangement of 
diforders,’] and materia medica [arrangement of medicines f] 
the infidious and perplexing charafter which certain difeafes 
have aflumed, within half a century paft \ and the incur ablp 
nature of others ; all call loudly on phyficians for laborious 
diligence and patient inveftigation : nay, more, the iniperfcft 
ftate of our art requires that we be permitted to penetrate and 
explore the cold bofom of death ! that we may draw inftruc- 

* Parts unknown, and fefb unexplained, 

VOL. I. O ft 
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tlon from thcfe tabernacles of clay, when they become mfen~- 
fibie to pain, and ought not to excite our fympathy, and before 
they are configned to the filent tomb ! 

“It is to be regretted, that while the various objefb of 
jjleafure and profit, which have arrefted the attention of man, 
have been purfued in our country with an ardor equalled only 
by the fpirit of enterprife which has a£luated~our countrymen, 
the interefts of the healing ::rt have been, till lately, almoft 
wholly negleftedi The practice of phyfic has been i taken up ’ 
by the lazy, the immoral, and the ignorant ; charlatanical im- 
pofture has kept pace with the credulity of the vulgar, and 
the refpe&ability of the bufinefe fo vilely proftituted, that the 
term projejfion , as applied to medicine, is a burlefque upon 
every calling that is decent, regular, or learned. I lhali not 
paufe, to apologize to this relpe&able audience, for this plain 
ftatement of fa&s \ perfons of fenfe and difeernment (fo many 
of whom I am happy to have the pleafure of addreffing) know 
that my obfervations are made without the leaf!: exaggeration. 
But it is to be hoped the age is at leaft beginning to dawn on 
t*s, when men will no longer be allowed to forfake the plough, 
and wield the lancet \ and that for the future, fomething more 
will be required- to qualify men for the exercife of one of the 
moft important callings, than a common fchool-boy education, 
and lounging away a few months in an apothecary’s fhop, or 
in the folitary * room of a folitary *' practitioner. 

K It is time, my brethren, for the legitimate defeendants of 
JEfculapius [the god of phyfic] to roufe from the lethargy 
which they have derived from, and which has fo long op* 
prefied, their fathers, and afifert and maintain the rank to 
■tfkich they are entitled by the exercife of one of the moft 
necefiary arts. It is incumbent on them to fupport the dig- 
nity and refpe&ability naturally allied to their profeffion, by 
their liberality, erudition, and good conduct $ and by difeoun- 
tenancing, oppofing, and fuppreflirtg, as much as poffible, the 
unprincipled prefumption of daring medicators. A reforma- 
tion of the abufes in the praftice of phyfic is certainly pra&i-* 
cable, and ought to be attempted, and profecuted with zeal 
aud perfeverance, left pofterity fhould charge us of having 
lived to no ufeful purpofe, and ftigmatize our names with 
itupidityi” 

' Majfachufetts , June, 1806*. 

’ * Alluding to the very inadequate means for giving medical inftruftion, 
which fomo peilons polled, who pretend to take pupils; having few or no med- 
ical books, a (canty medical apparatus, and but little bufinefs ; being unconnected 
vnb medical focictics, and having no iincreft in fecial medical libraries ; and, 
voift o! all, being profoundly ignorant themfdvcsi I - 
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HtJMANE SOCIE+Y OF PHILADELPHIA. 

£)ireflions for recovering Perfons who are fuppofed to be jiead fro m 
* Drowning ; alfo , for preventing and curing the Df orders pr& 
duced by drinking cold Liquors $ and by the action of noxious Vo- 
pours y Lightnings and ixcejfive Heat upon the human Body . Pub^ 
lilhed by the H&Vftone Society of Philadelphia . 1805. 


Dir ePic ns for reeo%jtrmg Perfons who are fapptfed to be dead, from 
Drowning . 

1. As fogn as the body it taker* out of the water, it muft 
be conveyed on a board or bier if at hand, to a houfe, car 
any other place, where it can be laid dry ahd Warm, avoid- 
ing the ufual deftrudlive methods of hanging it by the heels, rolling 
it on a barrel , or placing it acrofs a log on the Mly. 

2. The clothes muft be immediately ftiripped bflf, and the 
body wrapped up in blankets, well Warmed. It Ihould be laid 
on its back, with the head a little raifed. tf the weather be 
told, it Ihould be placed near a fire, and an heated warming- 
pan Ihould be palled over the body ; but in warm weather it 
Will be fufficient to place it between two blankets well heated, 
or in the funlhine, taking care to prevent the room from being 
trowded, with any peffons whb are nbt neceflarily employed 
about the Body. 

3. At the fame time, the whole bddy ihould be rubbed with 

the hand, or with hot woollen cloths. The rubbing ihould 
be moderate, but continued with indiiftry, and particularly 
about the breaft. Apply alfo heated bricks to the feet, belly, 
and breaft. The immediate application of fri&ions is of the 
utmoft importance, as many have been recovered by frictions 
Only, when early ufed. * 

4. As foon as it can poflibly tie don£, a bellows ihould Hi 
applied to one noftril, while the other noftril and the mouth 
are kept clofed, and the lower end of the prominent part of the 
wind-pipe (oh that part which is called by the anatomifts, po- 
tnum adatni) iS preffed backward. The bellows is to be work- 
ed in this fituation j and when the breaft is fwelled by it, the 
bellows ihould ftop, and an affiftant ihould prefs the belly up^ 
wards, tb force the air out. The bellows ihould then be 'ap- 
plied as before, and the belly again be preffed ; , thiis procef* 
ihould be repeated from twenty to thirty times in a minute, fo 
as to imitate natural breathing as nearly as poifible. Some vol- 
atile fpirits, heated may be held tinder the valve of the bellows 
whilft k works. If a bellows cannot be procured, fome per- 
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fon fhould blow into one of the noftrils, through a pfpe $r 
cjuill, whilft the other noftril and mouth are clofed as before ; 
6r if a pipe or quill be not at hand, he fhcruld blow into the 
friouth, whrlft both noftrils are clofed ; but whenever a bel- 
lows can be procured, it is to be preferred, as air forced nr by 
this'means, will be much more ferviceable than air which has 
already been breathed. " ' 

5. During this time, a large-quantity of allies, water, fait, or 
fund, fhould heated j apd as foon as it is milk-warm, thp 
body muft be placed in it ; the blowing and rubbing are then 
to be continued as before ; and when the water, allies, or fait 
are cooled, fome warmer muft be added, fo that the whole may 
be kept milk-warm. 

Loud noifes have fometimes proved fuccefsfuf in recovering 
Fiich perfons'and reftoririg to life. When ftgns of returning 
life are apparent, the frictions muft be continued, but more 
gently. t 

Thefe methods muft be continued three or four hours, as in 
feveral inftances they have proved fuccefsful, although mo ftgns 
of life appeared until that time. When the patient is able to 
fvvallow, he muft take fome wine, brandy, or rum and water. 
Bleeding or purging ought not to be ufed, without* confulting a 
phylician, who fhould be called in as foon as poffible : but 
clyfters of fait and water may be inje&ed. 

After life has returned, if convulsions come on, blood ftiould 
be taken, by direction of a phyftcian. 


To prevent the fatal EffeFls of drinking cold W \ ater , or cold Liquors 
of any kind in warm Weather . 

1 . Avoid drinking whilft you are warm, or, 

. 2 . Drink only a fmall quantity at once, and let it remain a 

fhort time in your mouth before you fwallow it *, or, 

3. Walh your hands and face, and rinfe your mouth with 
cold water before you drink. If thefe precautions have been 
negle£led, and the diforder incident to drinking cold water hath 
been produced, the firft, and in moft inftances, the only remedy 
to be adminiftered, is fixty drops of liquid laudanum in fpirit 
and water, or warm drink of any kind. 

If this fhould fail of giving relief, the fame quantity may be 
given twenty minutes afterwards. 

When laudanum cannot be obtained, rum and water, or 
warm water fhould be given. Vomits and bleeding fhould not 
be ufed without confulting a phyftcian. 
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The danger $us Ejfefls of noxious Vapours , from Wells, Cellars y 
fermenting Liquors , t*fc. may be prevented , ' 

By procuring a free circulation of air, either by ventilators 
or opening the doors or windows, where it is confined, or 
by changing the air, by keeping fires in the infeCted place, or 
by throwing in ftone-lime recently powdered. 

Thefe precautions fhould be taken, before entering into fuch ■ 
fufpe&ed places ; ot a lighted candle fhould be firft intro- 
duced, which will go out if the air is bad. When a perfon is 
let down into a well, he fhould be carefully watched, and 
drawn up again on the leaft change. But when a perfon is 
apparently dead, from the above-mentioned caufe, the firft T 
thing to be done is to remove the body to a cool place in' a 
wholefome air ; then let the body be {tripped, and let coldir 
water be thrown from buckets over it for fome time. This is* 
particularly ufeful in cafes of apparent death from drunken- 
nefs — Let the treatment now be the fame as that for drowned ‘ 
perfons. The head (hould be raifed a little ; and continued 
frictions, with blowing into the noftril with a bellows, fhould 
be praCtifed for feveral hours. 

In Cafe of Sujfocatipn front the Fumes of burning Charcoal \ 

The general treatment recommended for curing the difor- 
ders brought on by noxious vapours, is to be applied \ but the 
dangerous effects of this may be prevented, by taking care not 
to fit near it when burning ; to burn it in a chimney ; and 
where there is no chimney, to keep the door open, and to 
place a large tub of water in the room. 

In all thefe, as well as in cafes of drowned perfons, mode- 
rate purges and bleeding are only to be ufed, with the advice of 
a phyfician. 

To prevent the fatal EjfeEls of Lightning . 

Let your houfe be provided with an iron conductor ; but 
when this cannot be had, avoid fitting or {landing near the 
window, door, or walls of an houfe, during the time of a thun-< 
der guft. The nearer you are placed to the (£3* middle of a room , 
the better. When you are not in a houfe, avoid flying to the 
aover of the woods, or. of a folitary tree for fafety. 

When a perfon is ftruck by lightning, ftrip the body and 
throw buckets full of cold water over k for ten or fifteen min- 
utes * let continued frictions and inflations of the lungs be 
alfo praCtifed : let gentle fhocks of electricity be made to pafiu 
through the cheft, when a fkilful perfon can be procured te 
apgly it 5 and apply blifters to the breaft. 

■v 
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To prevent Danger from Expofure to the excejfve Heat of the Sun* 

Diforders from this caufe, or (as they are commonly termed) 
Jlrokes of the fun, piay be expefted, when a perfoo who is ex- 
pofed to his rays is affefted with a yiolent head-acHe, attended 
with throbfbing or with giddinefs \ where the diforder take$ 
place, thefe fyroptoms are followed by fiiintnefs and great \n- 
lenfibility, with violent heat and drynefs of the Ik in, rednefs 
and drynefs of the eyes, difficulty of breathing, and, accord- 
ing as the difeafe is more or lefs yiolent, with a difficulty, or. 
entire inability of fpeaking or moving. 

To ga^rd againft thefe dangerous effects of heat, it will be 
proper, 

1. To avoid labour, or violent exercife, Qr expofing your T 
felf to the rays of the fqn, immediately after eating a hearty 
meal : 

2. To avoid drinking fpirit$*of any Jand, when you are 
thus expofed. Thefe add an internal fire to the heat of the 
fun. Vinegar and water, fwpetened with molafles or brown 
fugar, butter-mil^ and water, fm^ll beer, whey, or milk and 
water, are the tnqft proper drinks for people who are expofed 
to exceflive heat. But the lefs a perfon drinks of liquors of 
any kind in the forenoop, t}ie better will he endure the heat of 
a warm day. 

3. To wear a white hat, or to coyer a black one with 
white paper, when you are neceflarily expofed to the hot fun, 
and to avoid ftanding (fill when in fuch a fituation. 

4. To retire into the {hade as foon as you begin to be af- 
fefted with pain or throbbing in the head, with giddinefs or 
with faintnefs* 

If thpfe precautions haye been neglected, and the fymptoms 
above defcribed have come on, it will be proper, 

1. To rerpove the perform fo affefted into a cool, dry place^ 
and to loofen all his garments, particularly thofe around his 
neck and breaft. 

2. To examine whether the pulfe at the wrifts or temple^ 
beats forcibly, and if it does, to bleed immediately ; but if the 
pulfe be weak, or cannot be perceived, Weeding muft not be 
performed. 

5. To plaice his feet and legs (or if it can be done) the 
lower half of his body in warm water. But if this remedy fails* 

4. i?o apply linen clothes wet with cold water, or with 
fold water and vinegar, to the temples and alhoyer the head. 

To adminifter plentiful draughts* of vinegar and watef 
fweejened. 

In all cafes of this kind, a phyfjciap ffiould be fent for, un- 
lefs the patient recovers fjpeedUyf - - 
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Important Information in Agriculture and Gardening . 

A VERT fenfible writer in the Regifter, on the 
•fubjeft of fruit trees, obferves, that “ the want of rules and direc- 
tions is not half fo much to be lamented as the general want of careP 
This obfervation, it is believed, may, with great truth be ap- 
plied to farming-men (to others as well) in the management of 
many of their affairs $ and, perhaps, never more juftly, than in 
their choice f feed for planting or fowing. tt is generally known 
that feed for this purpofe ought to be fele&ed from plants of 
the greateft perfection ; yet, how few do we find exercifing this 
care in a proper way ! 

Now is the feafon for calling up the attention to this fub- 
jett, in order to be prepared for the feed-time of another year. 
We have accordingly feletted the following letter from Joseph 
Cooper, Efq of New Jerfey> to a gentleman in Philadelphia , on 
this fubjeft, as exhibiting to our agricultural friends, a juft pat- 
tern for their imitation . 


Coopers Pointy April 17, 1799. 

HESPFCTED frif.xd, 

Kind Providence having placed me in a ftation of life 
which obliged me to procure a living by induftry, and that 
principally in the agricultural line, it has caufed me to be a 
ftrift obferver of the works of nature, with refpe<ft to fuch 
parts of the vegetable creation as have come under my partic- 
ular notice, and have been greatly embarraffed at the opinion 
very generally entertained by farmers and gardeners, that 
changing feeds, roots and plants to diftant places, or different 
foils or climates, is beneficial to agriculture, not agreeing with 
my obfervations or pra&ice. This induced me to make many 
experiments on that head, all of which in more than forty 
years pra&ice have operated to prove to my fa-tisfaftiou, that 
the above opinion is not well founded, and if fo, muft be ex- 
tremely prejudicial to agriculture, as it turns the attention of 
the hufbandman from what appears to me one great object, 
viz. that of feletting feeds and roots for planting or fowing, 
from fuch vegetables as come to the greateft perfection in the 
foil which he cultivates. 

What induced me to make experiments on that head, was, 
oblerving that all kinds of vegetables were continually varying 


Digitized by knOOQlC 



104 


AGRICULTURAL. 


in their growth, qilality, production and time of maturity. 
This led me to believe that the great Author of nature, has 
fo conftruCted that wonderful machine, if I may be allowed 
the expreffion, as to incline every kind of foil and climate to 
naturalize all kinds of vegetables, that it will produce at any 
rate, the better to fuit them, if the agriculturalifts will do their 
part in feleCting the moft proper feed. In fupport of which I 
will take the liberty of fubjoining a few faCts and experiments, 
out of an inconceivable number which have all combined tq 
prove the above to my fatisfaCtion. 

In, or about the year 1746, my father procured the feeds 
of the long warty fquafh, which have been kept on the farm 
ever fince, without changing, and are now far preferable to 
what they were at firft. Our early peas were procured from 
London the fpring before Braddock’s defeat, and have been 
planted fucceflively every feafon fince on the place. They 
have not been changed, and are now preferable to what they 
were when firft obtained. The feed of our afparagus was pro- 
cured from New York, in the year 1752, fince which time I 
have not planted a feed but what grew on my beds, and by 
feleCting the feed, from the largeft ftalks, I have improved it 
greatly. 

A complaint is very general, that potatoes of every kind de- 
generate at which I am not furprifed, when the moft proper 
means to produce that effeCt is conftantly praCtifed , to wit, 
ufing or felling the beft, and planting the refufe ; by whicli 
means almoft the whole of thofe planted are the produce of 
plants the moft degenerated. The confideration of which in- 
duced me to try an oppofite method. Having often obferved 
that fome plants or vines produced potatoes larger, better 
Ihaped, and in greater abundance than others, without any ap- 
parent reafon except the operations of nature, it induced me 
to fave a quantity from fuch only for planting the enfuing 
feafon, and I was highly gratified in finding their production 
exceed that of others of the fame kind, planted at the fame 
time, and with every equal advantage, beyond my expectation, 
in fize, fhape, and quantity : this induced me to continue the 
practice, and I am fatisfied that I have been fully compenfated 
for all the additional trouble. 

A circumftance happened refpeCting potatoes, which may 
be worth relating ; a woman whom I met in market re- 
quefted me to bring half a bufhel of fweet potatoes for feed 
the next market day,’ which I promifed to do, but going 
through the market on that day, previous to her Ton’s coming 
for the potatoes, I obferved the woman felling fuch as I had 
brought for her.; when the boy came* I afked him the reafori 
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they wanted potatoes for feed, while they were felling their 
own ; his anfwer was that his father faid, if they did not get 
feed from me once in three or four years, their potatoes would 
be good for nothing. f Query, if he had ufed the fame means 
in feleCting his potatoes for planting as I did, whether he 
would have profited by changing with one who ufed the other 
method ? 

In difcourfing with a friend who lived at a great diftance 
from me, on the above fubjeft, he introduced two in fiances in 
favor of changing feed ; one was afparagus, the other radifh 
feed, he had from me ; the production of both he faid was 
preferable to any thing of the kind ever feen in that neigh- 
borhood, which was near 100 miles diftant, to which he 
afcribed the benefit ; but in two or three years the radifhes 
degenerated fo as to be no better than what he had before. 
I afked his method of faving feed ; he faid he had no other 
1 radifhes* in his garden, and when they had pulled what was fit 
for ufe, let the others go to feed. I theft told him my meth- 
od, viz.— As foon as radilhes are fit for ufe, I dig up ten or 
twelve of thofe which pleafe me beft, as to colour, fhape, &c. 
and plant them at leaft 100 yards from where any others 
bloom at the time they do : this, I informed him, was the 
beft method I knew of, to improve any kind of vegetables', 
varying the procefs agreeable to their nature ; and as he had, 
in my opinion, taken the moft proper method to degenerate 
his, I alked if he thought I fhould be benefited by exchang- 
ing with him ? His anfwer was, he believed I was the beft 
gardener. 

In, or about the year 1772, a friend fent me a few grains of 
a fmall kind of Indian .corn, the grains of which were not 
larger than goofe fhot, which he informed me, by a note in 
which they were enclofed, were originally from Guinea, and 
produced from eight to ten ears on a ftalk. Thofe grains I 

E lanted, and found the production to anfwer the defcription, 
ut the ears fmall, and few of them ripe before froft. ' I faved 
fome of the largeft and earlieft, and planted it between rows 
of larger and earlier kinds of corn, which produced a mixture 
to advantage ; then I faved feed from {talks that produced the 
greateft number of the largeft ears, and firft ripe, which I 
planted the enfuing feafon and was not a little gratified to find 
its production preferable both in quantity and quality to that 
of any corn I had ever planted. This kind of corn I have 
continued planting ever fince, feleCting that defigned for feed 
in the manner I would wifh others to try, viz.- — When the 
firft ears are ripe enough for feed, gather a fuffkient quantity 
for early corn, or replanting ; and at the time you would wi£h 
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your corn to be ripe generally, gather a fufficrent quantity for 
planting the next year, having particular care to take it from 
ftalks that are large at bottom, of a regular taper, not over 
♦all, the ears fet low, and containing the greateft number of 
good fizeable ears of the beft quality 5 let it dry fpeedily $ and 
from the corn gathered as laft defcribed, plant your main crop, 
and if any hills ftiould be miffing, replant from that firft gath- 
ered, which will caufe the crop to ripen more regularly than is 
common, which is a great benefit. The above mentioned I 
have praCUfed many years, and am fatisfied it has increafed 
the quantity, and improved the quality of my crops beyond 
what any perfon would imagine,- who has not tried the experi- 
ments. The diftance of planting corn, and number of grains 
in a hill, are matters many differ in ; perhaps different foils 
may require a difference in both thefe refpeCls ; but in every 
kind of foil I have tried, I find planting the rows fix feet afun- 
der each way, as near at right angles as may be, and leaving 
not more than four ftalks in a hill, produces the beft crop. 
The common method of faving feed corn, by taking the ears 
from the heap, or crib, is attended with two difadvantages 5 
one is, the taking the largeft ears, which have generally grown 
but one on a ftalk ; this leffens the production. The other is, 
taking ears that have ripened at different times, which caufes 
the production to do the fame. s 

A linking inftance of plants being naturalized happened by 
Colonel Matlock fending feme water-melon feed from Geor- 
gia, which he informed me by a letter were of fuperior quali- 
ty ; knowing feed from vegetables which had grown in more 
fouthern climates required a longer fummer than what grew 
here, I gave them the moft favourable fituation, and ufed 
glaffes to bring them forward, yet very few ripened to perfec- 
tion ; but finding them to be as excellent in quality as defcri- 
bed, I faved feed from thofe firft ripe j and by continuing that 
practice four or five years, they became as early water-melons 
-as I ever had. 

Many admit the above errors from foreign flax feed pro* 
during the beft flax in Ireland j but when it is considered that 
it is the bark of the ftalk only, that is ufed in Ireland, which 
is in the beft perfection before the feed is ripe, and that part 
not ufed from any other plant except hemp, the argument falls 
to the ground when applied to other vegetables. 

For many years paft, I have renewed the whole feed of my 
winter grain, from a Angle plant which I have obferved to be 
more productive, and of better quality than the reft, which I 
am fatisfied, has been of great ufe. And I am fully of opinion, 
that all kinds of garden vegetables may be improved by the 
foregoing rpethods ; particular care being taken that different 
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fcind$ of the feme fpecies of vegetables are not in bloom at the 
fame time near together, as by that happening, they mix, de- 
generate, and each kind is injured. 

' I am fenfible the foregoing will meet with great oppofition 
2 nd contradiction, but as an experiment is fefe and eafy, I hope 
it will induce perfons of more leifure, ability, and observation 
than mvfelf, to make trial, as a mean of improving the agricul- 
ture of our country, which is the lincere wifh of thy friend. 

JOSEPH COOPER. 

Potatoes preferable to a Summer fallow for Wheat . 

Extra El of a Letter from the Rev. Samuel Austin, of Worcef- 
cejier , to the Editor ; dated at ]Vorcefer % Feb. 24, 1806. 

“ There is one fpecies of hufbandry, not in general 
praftice, in which I have made feme experiments with very 
(Confiderable fuccefs ; that is, to fubfiitute a crop of potatoes in the 
room of a fummer fallow * as a preparation for wheat . Wheat is 
doubtlefs the beft and the moft profitable grain that can be 
jraifed. No fpecies of vegetable adds fo much ornament to a 
country, and none affords a more effential or grateful part pf 
that aliment by which human life is preserved. The potatoe 
alfo is a valuable root* For the horfe it is an excellent and 
healthful 4ubftitute, for the green grafs which he crops in his 
fummer pafture, and feems nearly indifpenlable to be united 
with his dry winter fodder, to preferve him from thofe difeafes 
to which he is lo expofed in the cold feafon. Every intelli- 
gent farmer knows its value for feeding his fwine, his Iheep, 
and his cattle ; and no crop is more fure or more eafily raifed ; 
pone is fo plentiful. Warm, loacpy land, and fuch is the 
greateft part of this Commonwealth, well manured, will yield 
three hundred bujhels to the acre. They may be taken off, if 
planted in feafon, by the middle of September, and the ground 
will be in the beft lituation to put in immediately a crop of 
yrheat. This is altogether better than fummer fallowing, an4 
the crop of potatoes is a clear faving. I have, in this way, 
had twenty five bulhels of moft excellent winter wheat on the 
. acre. I have now a piece of land under wheat according to 
this mode of management, which is of fo promifing an appear- 
ance as to be noticed with fpecial attention by my neighbors. 
The land ought to have an early fall plowing, if under a bind- 
ing fward, and the potatoes ftiould be hoed twice. If this 
mode of agriculture (hould go into general practice, the prob- 
ability is that it would add materially to the profperity of our 
fountry.” 

* Summer tilling \ or letting land reft from one crop without being feeded. 
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ARTICLE XX. 


Refult of Meteorological and other Ohfervations , for June , 1 806 ; 
' made at DEERFIELD , W ARWICKf MASON \tmd BOSTON 
For the Medical and Agricultural Regijler • 


June, 1806. 
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WEATHER. 


tft day , Sunday , cloudy. Full Moon . 

fhower, thunder and lightning, 
i — cloudy, fair, brifk winds ; Bojlon, 
fprink.of rain ; Deerjield y fair day. 

3 ? 

\ > fair, fome clouds. 

IS • 

7— foggy morning, cloudy, fair. 

8 ) Sund. foggy morns, light fhower, 

9 > thun. & light. Moon’s lajl quarter . 

10 — cloudy, fair. 

11 — cloudy, rain. 

12 J alternate clouds and funfhinc. 

*3 S 

14 — fair. 

15 — SzW. fprink. of rain ; Bofton, a 
fine fhower. 


16 — clear hem- Total ediftfe of the Sun. 
ifphere ; Warw. froft in low places. 

17 ) fair ; light fhower, at Warw . more 

18 J copious. 

19 — fair ; Bofton and Mafon , fhower m 
the night, 

26 — cloudy, fair, fhower ih the even, 
thunder and ihuch lightning. 

2 1 — flying clouds and very high winds. 

22 — Sund. a clear hemifphere. 

23*1 Moon's firjl quarter . 

24 

2 £ ! fair weather, 
j (ome clouds. 

28 I 

29 J Sund. 

go — cloudy, rain. Full Moon. 


Depth of rain fallen in jfune y taken in inches and 1 00/A parts of 

an inch • 

Inches, xooths. 

Warwick, - - . 2 00 

Townfend, - . - ' - 115 

The rains, many of them, this month have not been more 
than a dew. That which fell on the 30th, at Warwick, one 
inch , was at Townfend but one fourth of an inch . The rain, 
however*, at night was continuing. 

* Warwick (Maff.) is fkuatedon the north line of the ftate, feven miles eaft 
®f Connefticut River. 

+ The fame day, at Warwick, the range of the mercury, in the thennometer, 
at one o’cl o&Y. M. was 9iJ°, but a cloud coming over with a fprinkling of 
rain, the mercury at two o’clock had defeended to 7 6°. 
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The depth of ram in May> as tranfmitted to us by €t A 
Smithfield Subfcriber” was one inch and three*tenths . of an inch . 
We folicit our correfpondent for a continuance of his obferva- 
tions. Thofe for May were received too late for publication 
in our laft number. His obfervations for June had not been 
received at the time this article went to the prefs. Our corref- 
pondents, engaged in making meteorological and other obfer- 
vations, will be fo good as to notice, that it is neceffary their 
•bfervations fhjould be received at leaft eight days previous U 
the day of our publication . 

Smithfield, in the ftate of Rhode IfWid, is 30 miles S. W. 
by S. from Bottom Rofe bugs made their appearance in this 
place on the 14th of June, but not in fuch multitudes as they 
have done for feveral years paft. From the fame fource we 
learn, that the canker rafh has been very prevalent and mortal 
among children in Providence. 

Warwick , June, 1806. 1 

The 1 ft of this month apple bloffoms had fallen from the 
trees, and the fruit completely formed : 7th, remarkably dry, 
and the moft of our garden vegetables deftroyed by infects ; 
fmall black flies have been particularly noticed : 9th, bloffoms 
appeared on winter rye and red clover: 21ft, we experienced 
an extraordinary h\gh wind from the fouth-weft, which had 
an uncommon effe£t upon the fruit trees, plants, &c. leaving 
the appearance of a hard froft, or fcorch of fire. Winter rye, 
on high ground, has fuffered fome from the drought, but in 
general has a promifing appearance. . The profpe<ft of fruit is 
lmall. Grafs very fmall and thin. People generally engaged 
in haying on the 30th. 

The month has been very healthy. 

W. COBB, JUN. 

Note. 

The uncommon effeft of the wind of the 21ft, as noticed 
by our correfpondent, has been remarked by others, in differ- 
ent places. At Townfend the wind, for a time, was thought 
to be equally ftrong as in the memorable north-eaft ftoxm of 
the 9th of Oftober, 1804, although the day was fair, excepting 
fome flying clouds. The effect of the wind on fruit trees, in 
this place, was noticed to be fuch as above deferibed : leaving 
on the leaves of thefe trees the appearance of their having been 
fcorched by .fire. This appearance was thought to be more 
diftimftly marked on the windward ftde of the trees, and hence 
was fuppofed to be an effect or fome way confequent on the 
wind. This appearance was firft noticed on the morning of 
the fucceeding day. 


Digitized byknOOQlC 


no 


MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 


Melancholy Effefts of Lightning . 

The following is an extraCt of a letter from the Rev. EbeN- 
feZER Hill, to the Editor, dated Mafon, June II, 1806. 

“ On Sabbath day, firft inftant, the hotffe of Mr. Joel Ken- 
dall, of Dublin, was (truck by lightning, about five o’clock 
P. M. It feems the lightning firft (truck the chimney, and 
proceeded down the two middle pair of principals, which were 
much ihattered. From the plates, its courfe was down the 
middle pofts. Mr. Joel Kendall and his brother Benjamin 
Kendall of Mafon, were fitting near a poJl y dowti ^hich the 
greateft quantity of the fluid it feems pa fled, as this poft was 
the moft ihivered of any. Mrs. Kendall, and her eldeft fon, 
about 17 years of age, were (landing in an adjoining room, or 
back kitchen, near a link, and nearly in the direction betweert 
a door communicating with the room in which r were the two 
Mr. Kendalls, and an outer door \ at this door the lightning 

E afled out, and entered the ground a few feet diftant from the 
oufe. Mrs. Kendall and her fon inftantly fell. Mrs. Ken- 
dall recovered very foon, and attempted to raife her foh, but . 
alas, he could rife no more ! She then pafleJ into the next 
room, and there were extended on the floor her hufband and! 
her brother, iifelefs corpfes. There were five or fix children 
In the houfe, and none of them injured. The houfe was fef 
on fire, but difeovered by the neighbors, and by their timely 
affiftance the fire was extinguiihed.* £&* page 101.] 

Deirfieldy June 30, 1806. 

Progrefs of vegetation , f jV. — Apple trees were obferved to 
have their fruit formed the 4th. Our people began to mow 
the 15th. The crops of grafs, in general, are rather light* 
owing probably to the early drought this feafon. The crops 
of rye are promifingj but wheat does not appear fo^well* 
though there are fome fine crops : I do not hear of much 
damage from the fly. Indian corn perhaps never appeared 
better. Our kitchen gardens are not fo productive as ufiial : 
it is a general complaint that feeds failed ; and many people 
were difappointed after a fecond and third fowing. 

State of health , — The month has been very healthy ; 

we have no epidemic difeafes, nor do I hear of any in the 
neighboring towns. 

^ Storms > &c. — At Hadley, on Connecticut Rivef, 1 4 milesr 
fouth of this town, on the lft of June, there was a violent 
florin of hail and rain, attended with lightning and thunder : 
the hail was very large, and being driven horizontally by a 
violent wind; moft of the glafs on the windward fide of the' 
houfes was broken: crops on the ground fuffered llverely. 
This ftorm was not very extenflve y it feems to have fpeat ittr 
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greafeft force on Hadley. It was obferved to pafs to the fouth 
of Deerfield, but it had no uncommon appearance. More 
particulars of this ftorm have been publiihed in the news 
papers. The 8th, a thunder ftorm, attended with hail, palled 
over Northfield, 14* miles north of us, which did confiderable 
damage to their crops. The lame day a hail ftorm pafled over 
the town of Amherft, (lying eaft of Hadley,) which did con- 
fiderable damage to the glafs windows and crops. The 21ft 
We had a ftrong wind from the fouth- weft and weft, which 
turned up trees with their roots : fome cattle were killed in 
the paftures. It is remarked, that our moft violent wind* 
blow from the fouth-weft quarter : according to my recollec- 
tion, all thofe which have done any material damage, have 
come from this point. 

I do not know that any particulars of the late extraordinary 
eclipfe will be of ufe for yOur Regifter \ but as you requeft 
information on every thing falling under my observation, 
which I (hall think worthy of being recorded, I will take the 
liberty to prefent the following, for your difpofal. 

The day (June 16) was uncommonly dear, fcarcely a cloud 
to be feen. Some time before the eclipfe became total, the 
planet Venus appeared fouth-wefterly of the fun. During 
total darknefs the following ftars were feen, viz. Aldebaran, 
or the Bull’s Eye, about 9° fouth-weft of the fun $ feveral in 
the conftellation of Orion, viz. thofe in the right and left 
fiioulder, and the three in the belt. Sirius was confpicuour 
about 4*6° fouth-eaft from the fun. The north pole ftar, and 
feveral others of the fame magnitude, were diftin&ly feeiu 
The planets Mercury and Mars were vifible, weft of the fun, 
a little more north than Venns, and between the fun and that 
planet^ The air changed very fuddenly : the mercury in the* 
thermometer fell to 59° : immediately after the eclipfe it rofe 
to 72°, in the (hade. Many people put on additional clothing. 
It was obferved, by thofe who were mowing, that the grafs 
became wet with dew ; this was fo copious as to ftand in (mall 
drpps upon the leaves. Fowls retired to the rooft j the night- 
hawk fkimmed along the ground, as at the approach of night *, 
and the whippoorwill gave us his folitary fong. The darknefs 
was fo great, that it was neceflary to light candles to read 
common printing. 

During the continuance of total darknefs, all was filence ; 
an univerfal gloom fat upon the face of nature, and the gazing 
crowds were imprefled with awe. The fun’s rays (hot our 
from behind the dark body of the moon ; this radiated her 
margin in a moft beautiful manner. In the middle of the 
eclipfe the north and fouth points of the horizon appeared 
like the morning twilight, but in the eaft and weft this twi- 
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light could not be, feen, owing to the propinquity of our moun* 
tains. When the moon left the weft limb of the fun .the 
darknefs difappeared inftantaneoufly, as it does on bringing a 
lighted candle fuddenly into a dark room, and the refulgent 
« orb of day ” foon threw off the gloomy though pleaftng fad- 
nefs in which we had been enveloped. 

The duration of total darknefs, as nearly as we could deter- 
mine by clocks and watches, was 44 minutes ; at Albany, Mr. 
DeWitt made it 4 minutes 51 feconds. All the obfervations 
of which I have received any account, make the duration 
nearly double to that given by calculation. 

Query . — W as not the diameter of the dark fhadow greater 
than was fuppofed by the calculators ? 

By a mean of four obfervations on the total eclipfe of the 
moon Jan. 15, 1805, 1 had fixed the longitude of this place at 
72° 3 3' 15" weft of Greenwich. It was my defign to have 
made fuch obfervations, on the late eclipfe of the fun, as would 
have enabled me to verify the longitude, or to determine it 
more accurately ; but I was prevented from adjufting a clock 
previous to the eclipfe, and therefore did not get the neceffary 
data. 

The latitude of Deerfield, as afcertained by a mean of fev- 
eral obfervations on the fun and ftars, is 42° 26' 13" north. 

4 E. HOYT. 


NOTES. 


' " Observations on the uu 

Eclipfe” made at Groton, have been 
received, but from a circumftance 
known to the writer, too late for this 
number ; they will appear in our next. 

“ Medical Extra&sf Nos. l and 2, 
have alfo been received. Our corref- 
pondent will excufc us in retaining 
them on our files while difpenfirfg with 
fome original , and other more tempo- 
rary matter. 

Some other communications, which 
it would be ufe[efs to particularize, 


have alfo been received, and may cx- 
peft our early attention next month. 

Our Friends in ConncElicut . 

Any communications from our ag- 
ricultural or medical friends in Con- 
ne&icut, whofe local fituation may ren- 
der it inconvenient for them to corref- 
pond with us direftly , at Bofton, they 
will pleafe to take notice, would he 
very thankfully received through the 
hands of Me lbs. Lincoln & G leaf on ^ of 
Hartford, or Mcfirs. Increafe Cooke 8c 
Co. of New Haven. 


CONDITIONS OF THE REGISTER. 

T&BLISHEd monthly, the laft Wedncfday of every month, at One Dollar per 
annum, delivered at the office, payable half yearly, in advance. 


Conducted ny DANIEL ADAMS, m. b. 


BOSTON :— Printed by Man n i n o £3 Lo iu n g, at whofe Bookftore, No. a, 
CornJyl!, any orders or communications for the Regijlcr will be received. 
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Refufcitation of Life . 

The refufcitation of life is a fubjeft deeply interefting 
to humanity, inftances of which, though rare in any one neighbor - 
hood, yet are numerous on record , and fufficiently juftify the moft 
meafures, in all cafes of apparent deaths without apparent 
caufe, fo long as there (hall be wanting the certain and unequivo- 
cal evidences of diffolution. ' This the medical man knows, but all 
people may not know it ; and in cafes, where rays of hope may 
have been feen gleaming though the gloom, it is not improbable 
but the phyfician, whole reputation is his life, may have been 
compelled to delift from meafures of the moft benevolent in- 
tention, left he fhould be “ laughed to fcorn /” 

The cafe now to be related ftrongly iiluftrates the propriety 
of thefe obfervations ; and it is hoped fuch well authenti- 
cated faEls , in all cafes where there exifts even the Jhadow of a 
pfftbility of remaining life, will teach people to be cautious in 
committing their friends too haftily to the dark and filent grave. 

■ \ 

A remarkable Account of the Refufcitation of Life , in the Cafe of 
the Rev . William Tennent, of Freehold , New Jerfey ; com- 
municated by the Rev . Samuel Austin, of IVorceJler , with a 
Letter to the Editor, dated June 17, 1806. 

ExtraEl from the Rev . Mr. Austin*/ Letter . 

<c The account which I mentioned to you, refpefting Mr. 
Tennent, has juft been publiihed in the AiTembly’s Magazine* 

VOL. T. , H 
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It correfponds with that given in my letters from Mr. BouDtNd’f'v 
The Magazines were fent to me by him ; and as the publication 
appears under the patronage of the moft refpedtable body of 
clergy in the United States, the account, as here prefented, may 
be depended on as autherttkv 

« I wiih you would transfer this account into the Regifter, and 
that fome accurate theorift in the philofophy of animal nature 
would give us an expofition of this remarkable phenomenon. 
iWe have heard of many perfons refufcitated after lying a con- 
fiderable time apparently dead ; but have we in fuch a form 
and in fuch a kind of reftoration ; efpecially, with fuch an erafure 
and recovery of mental imprejjions P Can thefe phenomena be 
reconciled to the fyftem of materialifm ?” 

’ The Account . 

“ The late Rev. William Tennent, of Freehold, in the 
county of Monmouth* in the ftate of New^Jerfey, of whom is 
the following account, was the fecond fon of the Rev. William 
Tennent, minifter of the gofpel at Nefhaminy, in Buck’s coun- 
ty, Pennfylvania. After a regular courfe of ftudy in theology, 
Mr. Tennent was preparing for his examination by the prefbyt- 
ery, as a candidate for the gofpel miniftry. His intenfe appli- 
cation afFedled his health, and brought on a pain in his breaft, 
and a flight hedlic. He foon became emaciated, and at length 
was like a living fkeleton. His life was now threatened. He 
was attended by a phyfician, a young gentleman, who was at- 
tached to him by the ftridteft and warmed: firiendfhip. He grew 
worfe and worfe, till little hope of life was left. In this fttua- 
tion, his fpirits failed, and he began to entertain doubts of his 
final happinefs. He was converfing one morning with his 
brother, in Latin, on the ftate of his foul, when he fainted and 
died away. After the ufual time, he was laid out on a board, 
according 'to the common practice of the country; and the 
neighborhood were invited to attend his funeral on the next 
day. 

“ In the evening his phyfician and friend returned from a ride 
into the country, and was affli&ed beyond meafure at the news 
of his death. He could not be perfuaded it was certain ; and 
on being told that one of the perfons who had aflifted in laying 
out the body thought he had obferved a little tremor of the 
flefli, under the arm, although the body was cold and ftiff, he 
endeavored to afeertain the fadt He firft put his hand into 
warm water, to make it as fenfible as poffible, and then felt 
under the arm, and at the heart, and affirmed he felt an unufual 
warmth, though no one elfe could. He had the body reftored 
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to a warm bed 5 and infilled that the people, who had been 
. invited to the funeral, fhould be requeued not to attend. To 
. this the brother (in whofe houfe he then was) objected as abfurd, 
the eyes being funk, the lips difcolored, and the whole body 
cold and ftiff: however, the doCtor finally prevailed ; and all 
probable means were ufed, to difcover fymptoms of returning 
life. But the third day arrived, and no hopes were entertained 
of fuccefs, but by the doCtor, who never left him night nor day. 
The people w$re again invited, and afiembled to attend the 
. funeral. The doCtor ftill objected 5 and at laft confined his 
\requeft for delay to one hour, then to half an hour* and finally 
a quarter of an hour* He had difcovered that the tongue 
Was much fwoln, and threatened to crack : he was endeavoring 
to foften it by fome emollient ointment, put upon it with a 
feather, when the brother came in, about the expiration of the 
laft period, and miftaking what the doctor was doing, for an 
attempt to feed him, manifefled fome refentment, and in a 
fpirited tone faid, « It is fhameful to be feeding a lifelefs corpfe 
and infilled with earneftnefs, that the funeral fhould immedi- 
ately proceed. At this critical and important moment, the 
body, to the great alarm and aftonifhment of all prefent, opened 
its eyes, gave a dreadful groan, and funk again into apparent 
death. This put an end to all thoughts of burying him, and 
every effort was again employed, in hopes of bringing about a 
fpeedy refufeitation. In about an hour the eyes again opened, 
a heavy groan proceeded from the body, and again all appear- 
ance of animation vanifhed. In another hour, fife feemed to 
return with more power, and a complete revival took place, to>. 
the great joy of the family and friends, and to the no fmalf 
aftonifhment and conviCtiorl of very many who had been 
culing the idea of reftoring to life a dead body. 

“ Mr. Tennent continued in fo weak and low a ftate for fix 
Weeks, that great doubts were entertained of his final recovery j 
however, after that period he recovered much fafter, but it was 
* about twelve weeks before he was completely reftored. After 
he was able to walk the room, and to take notice of what pafied 
around him, on a Sunday afternoon, his filter, who had ftaid 
from church to attend him, was reading in the Bible, when he 
took notice ofTvand afked her what fhe had in her hand. 
She anfwered, that "fhe was reading the Bible. _He replied, 

« What is the Bible ? I know not what you meiml^^^This af- 
fected the filter fo much that fhe burft into tears, and m&rmed 
him that he was once well acquainted with it. On her report- 
ing this to her brother, when he returned, Mr. Tennent was 

H 2 
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found, upon examination, to be totally ignorant of every tranfaBion 
of his life previous to h» ficknefs. He could not read a fingle 
word, neither did he feem to have any idea of what it meant. 
As foon as he became capable of attention, he was taught to 
read and write, as children are ulually taught, and afterwards 
began to learn the Latin language under the tuition of his 
brother. One day as he was reciting a leflon in Cornelius 
Nepos, he fuddenly ftarted, clapped his hand to his head, as if 
fomething had hurt him, and made a paufe. His brother afked 
him what was the matter : he faid that he felt a fudden fhock 
in his head, and it now feemed to him as if he had read that 
book before. By degrees his* recolleXion was reftored, and he 
could fpeak the Latin as fluently as before his ficknefs. His 
memory fo completely revived, that he gained aperfeX knowledge 
of the paft tranfaXions of his life, as if no difficulty had previ- 
oufly occurred.* This event, at the time, made confiderable 
noife, and furnilhed a fubjeX of deep inveftigation and learned 
inquiry to the real philofopher and curious anatomift. 

“ The candid reader is left to his own reflexions on this 
inter efting fubjeX. The faXs have been ftated, and they are 
unqueftionable. 

“ As foon as circumftances would permit, Mr. Tennent was 
Kcenfed, and began to preach the everlafting gofpel with great 
zeal and fuccefs. The death of his brother, who had been fome 
time fettled as minifter of the Prefbyterian church at Freehold, 
in the county of Monmouth, New Jerfey, left that congregation 
in a deftitute ftate. They had experienced fo much fpiritual 
benefit from the indefatigable labors and pious zeal of this able 
minifter of Jefus Chrift, that they foon turned their attention 
to his brother, who was received on trial, and after one year 
was found to be no unworthy fucceflor of fo excellent a prede- 
ceffor. In OXober, 1733, Mr. Tennent was regularly ordained 
their paftor, and continued fo through the whole of a pretty 
long life, one of the beft proofs of minifterial fidelity.” 

* In a letter from the fucceflor of Mr. Tennent, in the paftoral charge of hts 
church, to the author of this account, dated Monmouth, New Jerfey, Decem- 
ber to, 1805, we find the following paragraph. 

“ Mr. Tennent informed me, that he had fo entirely loft the recolleftion of 
his paft life, and the benefit of his former ftudies, that he could neither under- 
ftand what was fpoken to him, nor write nor read his own name. That he had 
to begin all anew, and did not recolleft that he had ever read before, until he 
'had again learned his letters, and was able to pronounce the monofyllables, fuch 
'as thee and thou ; but that as his ftrength returned, which was very flowly, his 
memory alio returned.” 
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For the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

DR. AD£MS, 

I KNOW not but that the following hints may be 
thought too ftale and barren for an infertion in your ufeful 
Regifter, but I have found a great advantage from purfuing this 
method, for thefe three years paft. Yours, 

J. W. JOHNSON. 

The Loft fujlained by Farmers in fuffering their Swine to run at 

large . 

The common practice of fuffering fwine to run at large, 
during the fummer months, is highly injudicious ; for, without 
adverting to the damage which not unfrequently arifes to the 
farmer by thefe means, I fhall juft notice the total lojs of a large 
quantity of very excellent manure , which may be eafily made and 
preferved, by adopting the following plan. 

Let a pen or yard be made, of fufficient dimenfions to contain 
the number of fwine with convenience : it ought to be a little 
concave, with a large (hallow trough funk in one corner for 
water \ a (hady place is to be preferred, or a flight fhed may be 
put up, for a retreat in very warm weather. 

It now remains for the farmer, after having fhut in his hogs, 
to cut up and throw in all kinds of weeds, which are too often 
fuffered to grow to maturity round the borders of his inclofures ; 
mud from the bottom of ponds, and fcrapings from the yard, 
the haulm of peas, beans and potatoes, fern or brakes, and to 
thofe whofe local fituation will admit of it, eel grafs and rock 
weed will be excellent ingredients ; thefe, with many other 
vegetable fubftances, may be put in at times when the farmer 
cannot be better employed: a little quick-lime, occafionally 
fprinkled upon the mafs, will greatly favor the decompofition. 

If this or a fimilar mode was purfued, and the manure fo 
made properly applied, it would tend in a great meafure to flop 
the complaints which are frequently made of flior crops, thin 
grafs, worms, drought,* &c. 

I am aware that objections may be made to the foregoing 
obfervations, by thofe who are accuftomed to turn out their fwine 

* It is generally underftood that the dung of fwirxe refill the ill!cffe&s of 
drought. 
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to pick up a fubfiftence from the fruit of the oak, beech, and 
other nut trees. But when it is confidered, that this fuftenance 
(however nutritious it may be) is of (fiort duration, no prudent 
farmer will forego the real advantages of occlufion, for the trifling 
benefit of having his hogs kept at free coft for a few weeks. 
I do not think that any new ideas are here developed, but my 
only object is, to remind farmers how much of this invaluable 
article may be made with a little care and attention. 

N. B. Oar corrdpondents who favor us with their names, would oblige us 
likewife, if agreeable to them, by giving us the towns in which they live. 

Remarks . 

The attention of the farmer is here called to a fubjeCt, 
where we believe it may be very profitably directed. Manure 
is the great ftnew of agriculture, as money is of war ; and the 
making the hejl of every advantage or opportunity for increafing 
the quantity of it, is one of the molt prominent traits in the 
character of a good farmer . 

Previous to receiving the foregoing communication, we had 
on our files the following article, on the properties of this kind 
of manure, feleCted for the Regifter, which, as it prefents dif- 
ferent views of the fame fubjedt, we give a place here. 

Manure from Swine — how to increafe the Quantity . 

[From the New England Farmer.] 

The dung of fwine is a very rich and fat manure, and fo col4 
as to ferment very (lowly. It fo rich and oily as to be double 
in value to neat’s dung. It will render the molt dry and hungry 
foils exceedingly fruitful in a wettilh feafon, as I have found by 
experience. It refifts the ill effects of drought,, and does moft 
fervice in a hot country. By its fteady and gradual fupply of a 
rich nourilhment, it is peculiarly adapted for the growing of 
hops, pumpkins, running beans, and every plant which has long 
vines. Nothing can equal it for the growing of potatoes : it 
has produced me more than a peck in a hill on the poorefi: hun- 
gry fands 5 or rather, I might fay % f raw only a little impregnated 
with the dung of hogs has done it. This is fo ftrong a manure, 
that it anfwers well when mixed with a large proportion of earthy 
weeds , fraw , or other bibulous fub/lances. It is aimed incredible 
how great a quantity of good manure may be obtained, by fup- 
f lying a hog fly with rubbjjh to- mix with the dung. I have heard 
of forty loads of manure being made in a year, by means of one 
Jiog-fty, and I have no doubt of its being practicable. 
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Experiment , flowing the Importance of feleBing the firjl ripe Seeds , 
comniunicated to the Trujlees of the Maffachufetts Agricultural 
Society by James Freeman, September 1 , lb 05, and pubhfled 
by them in 1 806. 

To afcertain whether the ripening of feeds can be forward- 
ed, by fowing thofe which are the ear lie ft ripe, I have made 
experiments, all of which have been ftaccefsful, on feveral dif- 
ferent forts. It will be fufficient to mention one only. 

In the year 1801, 1 planted the cafe-knife bean. The pods 
firft formed, which are commonly thofe neareft the root, were 
referved *, and when about the quantity of a peck was fully ripe, 
they were gathered on the fame day. The largeft and faireft 
of the feeds were planted the next year, and the firft formed 
pods referved as before. The fame method has been purlued 
without any variation, tjlkthe prefent year : by means of which, 
whilft the bean has notjPfcenerated in its quality, the ripening 
of the feeds has been Ibrwarded twenty-fix days > as will appear 
jfrom the following 


TABLE. 


Planted 

1801, May 20, 

1802, May 11, 

1803, May 10, 

1804, May 8, 
1806, May 6, 


Gathered 
Sept. 9, 
Aug. 21, 
Aug. 8, 
Aug. 4, 
July 31, 


No. days. 
112 
102 
90 
88 
86 


The firft column denotes the time of planting the feeds ; the 
fecond, that of gathering the feeds which were firft ripe ; and 
the third, the number of days which elapfed between the time 
of planting and the time of gathering. 

As in the fecond and following years I anticipated the time of 
planting the feeds, (by which means fourteen days have been 
gained, in addition to the twenty-fix noted above) to determine 
what effeft later planting would produce, by giving the feeds 
more advantage from the heat of fummer, in the years 1804* 
and 1805 I put into the ground a quantity of feed, about a 
week later than that which was firft planted $ the event which 
took place is exhibited in the following 

TABLE. 

Planted Gathered. No. days. 


1804, May 14, I Aug. 8, I 86 

1805, May 13, | Aug. 6, | 85 

As very little time has been gained in the prefent and in the 
preceding year, I fuppofe I have now reached, or nearly reached, 
the ne plus ultra ; I delay not, therefore, to communicate to the 
truftees of the Agricultural Society, the refult of an experiment. 
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which confirms the important truth, taught in various parts of 
their ufefui publications, Thaty to enfure an early and good crop % 
the feeds referved for future /owing Jbould be thofe which are the 
frf ripe % and which are in other refpefts the mof perfeEl. 

Cider Prefs on a new Conflru&ion> by Mr. Paul Dodge, of New 
Cajtle, {Maine.) 

An account of this prefs was communicated to the prefident 
of the Maflachufetts Agricultural Society, by Mr. Dodge, early 
the prefent year, and has fince been publifhed with other 
“ Papers ,” by the truftees of the Society. This account was 
alfo accompanied with a pattern of the prefs , which is now lodged 
in the fecretary’s office, at the new ftate houfe, for the infpec- 
tion of all thofe who may have the curiofity to fee it. 

The advantages propofed to be gain^J by the ufe of this prefs 
are, a faving of labor, greater expedition in the work, and no 
occafion for the ufe of water or ftraw, which undoubtedly are 
an injury to the cider. 

Mr. Dodge has not given us the expenfe of this prefs, which fo 
far may be confidered a defeft in his account \ the conftrudtion 
of it, however, is fimple, and the expenfe light, as any one muft 
be perfuaded by an infpe&ion of the pattern lodged at the ftate 
houfe. The following is Mr. Dodge’s account of the ufe of 
this prefs, and his method of making cider, as publifhed by the 
Maflachufetts Agricultural Society. 

A new , clearly and eafy Method to make Cider . 

The apples, after being ground, are put into a curl) or vat, 
and levelled with a fhovel \ then covered with a plank, and 
blocked up as ufual. It may be prefled with a long beam or 
fhort cider fcrew, but hay fcrews are beft. The cider may be 
prefled in two hours. Two men and a boy may make twenty 
barrels in one day. As no ftraw is ufed, it may be made in 
cold weather, if the pumice does not freeze. 

The girts muft be four feet eight inches infide, four inches 
and an half fquare, made of the beft of timber, with hinges and 
bolts in proportion \ the flats three feet three inches long, one 
inch and a quarter thick, three inches wide, and half an inch 
apart. The eye bolts may be drawn with an iron bar with eafe, 
and any quarter of tye vat taken offj to take out the pumice. 
A curb of this fize will hold pumice enough to make ten barrels 
of cider. I have made cider in this new way two years, and 
find it is done with half the ufual labor, and the cider clear. 
The above can be attefted by many. 

PAUL DODGE. 

New Cafle December 3, 1805. 
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DR. ABAMS, ^ 

Finding by experience that the following receipt for pick- 
ling is a great improvement, I thought to 'communicate it for 
the Regifter, if acceptable. 

Receipt for Pickling . 

After cleanfing your calk, put firft a layer of white oak leaves, 
and then a layer of cucumbers, or whatever your pickles conlift 
of, and fo on to fill your calk ; interfperfe between each layer 
dill feed, muftard feed, horfe-raddilh, &c. and to every twenty 
cucumbers one bell of pepper. Form a compofition of dear 
fait and water, not hardly fufficiently ftrong to bear an egg, to 
every gallon add one quart of good vinegar ; fcald and Ikim this 
pickle, and after cool to a degree of blood warmth, add it to 
your calk, and cover it tight. 

If rightly performed, this method will preferve pickles the 
year round, and forms a very agreeable fauce. 


For the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

In cold moift land, and in cold wet feafons, when Indian 
corn is often fo chilled or foaked in the ground as never to 
vegetate, is it beft to cover it deep or lhallow ? to plant it in a 
deep furrow, or on a high ridge, made by turning two furrows 
together ? and what kind of manuring, in fuch cafes, is bell: ? 
If any experienced farmer will communicate his remarks on 
thefe queries, through the medium of the Regifter, he will 
receive the thanks of at leaft one 

Novice in the Art. 

Warren , (Maine,) June 24?, 1806. 


To prevent Wheat Rujl . 

Mr. Isaac Young, of Georgia, mixed rye amongft his 
feed wheat, and thus efcaped the blaft of his wheat. It 
was repeatedly tried till he was convinced of its efficacy : and 
then he fowed five acres with wheat, furrounded with a lift of 
twenty five feet breadth of rye \ and this alfo fucceeded ; and 
being repeated, it is found a certain fecurity to the wheat. 

Bord. Huf 
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MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 

ARTICLE XXI. 

For the MEDICAL an d AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

Obfervatiom on the late Eclipfe. 

You who deii^ht to canvafs nature’s laws, 

And trace crFetls to God, the great fiift caufe, 

Come, view his works amongft the rolling fpheres, 

"^Vhofe conftam motions maik days, months, and years. 

A TOTAL eclipfe of the Sun is fo rare a phenomenon* 
that but few generations have an opportunity of feeing that 
fublime fpe£tacle. Though one happens once in a very few 
years, to fome part of the earth, yet it is uncommon for two to 
happen at the fame place without the lapfe of feveral centuries 
between. To thofe who never have an opportunity of beholding 
fo grand a feene, a defeription muff be interefting, though Ian* 
guage can give but a faint one. To aftronomers accurate and 
minute obfervations are effentially fervicgable, in affording ma- 
terials for future calculations, 

In no fcience has human fagacity been more fuccefsful in its 
refearches, than in aftronomy. To have a knowledge of the 
motions, magnitudes, and diftances of the celeftial bodies, fuffi- 
cient to .predidf, for a thoufand years hence, to a few feconds, 
the conjun£tions and occultations of not only the Sun and Moon, 
but of the fattellites of Jupiter, which are far beyond the ken 
of the ftrongeft eye fight, when unaflifted by optical inftruments, 
difcovers at once what fuccefs attends perfevering induftry, and 
to what perfection human nature can arrive. And ftill we are 
not to fuppofe, that aftronomical inquiries have reached the 
bounds, which they cannot pafs. The fcience is daily enriphed 
with new difeoveries. 

The late total eclipfe of the Sun, befides affording a moft 
pleafing and auguft fight to every beholder, and a fource of 
wonder and contemplation to every thinking being, ferved to 
confirm the former calculations of aftronomers, and make cor* 
regions for future ones. The near agreement of computation 
with obfervation, fhows that our prefent tables are nearly ac* 
curate. ^ 

By computation for the town of (Groton, in latitude 42° 3 5£' 
north, longitude 71° 26' weft, from Greenwich, the following 
?s the refill t from Mayer’s and Mafon’s tables, for Fergufon’s 
jyould not make it total at this place : — - 
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Beginning cf the ccliplc, June 16, 
Beginri. g oi'ioiul darknei.. 

End 1 1 total ■ 

Ei id ol the cchp'e, 

Uni.moL of to; a! daikncfs, 
Duration ot the ecliple, 


//»'. /H. s. 

jo .4 40 J 

11 24 :*o | 

11 p.7 pu 1 Clock lime. 

22 co f Ccaual at Groton. 

4 00 I 

2 46 no J 


By obfervatipns ipaJc at this place with an acromatic t^le- , 
Jcope, which magnifies twenty-fix times in lineal dimenfions, it 
happened as follows - 

hr. vu s. 


Beginning of the eclipfe, 
Beginning of tctdl daikncfs, 
End of total daikncfs, 

End of the eclipfe, 

Duration of total darknefs, 
Duration of the ccltpie. 


10 3 :p J 

u 22 00 ) 

11 27 oo ^ cj 0C k t j me 

12 47 00 t 

5 00 | 

2 4 3 J 


The time was taken by a well regulated clock, compared with 
a meridian line the day before, and on the fame day of the 
eclipfe ; but, owing to feveral inconveniencies, there may per-, 
haps be an error of ten feconds in fome of the times, aS above 
ftated. The computations were, therefore, as near as could be 
expected, except in the time of total darknefs, in which the 
earth’s motion on its axis, a very material circumftance, was not 
confidered. 

The centre of the Moon’s (hadow, in this eclipfe, firft touched 
our globe in the Pacific Ocean, latitude 24-° north, longitude 
138 Q weft, it being there funrife. It traverfed the earth in a 
curvilineal diredlion, bending northerly of eaft, and pafling our 
longitude between latitude 41° 40* and 48° 28', till it- arrived 
off the fouthern (bores of Nova Scotia, where it was noon. 
Then inclining foutherly of eaft, it left the earth in the interior 
of Africa, latitude 12° north, longitude 12° eaft, it there being 
funfet. The dark (hadow was about 118 ftatute miles in diam- 
eter, but covered very different portions of the earth’s furface, 
according to its angle of inclination. At this place it covered a 
fpace 125 miles in diameter. The abfolute time of its pafling 
over the earth was three hours eleven minutes, moving at the 
rate of 38 miles per minute on the plane of the horizon. Com- 
puting from this, at the place where the eclipfe was total and 
central at noon, the duration of total darknefs would be but 
three minutes $ but the place fo (ituated was alfo moving eaft- 
ward 13 miles per minute, which prolonged the duration to 
five minutes, which exattly agrees with the obfervations made 
at this place. Our motion was not materially different from 
the place where it was total on the meridian. At Bofton the 
total darknefs was (horter in duration than here, becaufe it was 
not fo near the centre of the (hadow. 

The (ky was unufually clear and ferene ; not a cloud appeared 
jn the feemifphere j the leaves fcarcely waved by the wind. 
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The thermometer, which, in a very cool pofition at the com- 
mencement of the eclipfe, ftood at 66, when the Sun was about 
half obfcured began to fall ; the light was perceptibly dimin- 
ifhed, Venus appeared, and a gloom began to fpread over the 
face of nature. 

When the Sun was nine or ten digits obfcured, honey bees 
were obferved to be faft gathering to the hives ; the gloom 
greatly increafed \ a chilly dampnefs came on \ the Moon's 
dark fhadow was plainly feen approaching in the weft, having 
the appearance of a dark thunder cloud, undefined at the edges. 
Juft as the Sun was wholly obfcured, the bees were ftill in their 
hives ; doves rapidly flew to their windows, dodging as if pur- 
fued by a hawk *, birds fung their evening fongs \ tame fowls 
roofted under the firft fhelter they found \ horfes and cattle 
difcovered their confternation, by ceafing to feed and looking 
round with a wild ftare. And what muft have been the afton- 
iftment of the uninftrudted favages, on our weftern coaft and in 
Africa, when they beheld the great fource of light and warmth, 
perhaps the only god they worfhipped, hiding his face, and 
leaving them, for aught they knew, in everlafting night ! The 
whole of animated nature was concerned in the fcene, but en- 
lightened man alone could view with compofure, and adore its 
great Author. 

When the Sun was entirely hidden, white ftreams darted 
from all fides around the moon, terminating in points at the 
diftance of feveral degrees, not fpreading equably in every part, 
but in pencils or fpears, fome larger and brighter than others, 
very much refembling an aurora borealis. The edge of the 
Moon jagged, appearing like a far diftant mountainous horizon \ 
and the eaftern part was varioufly tinged with reddifh light, 
which foon difappeared, the deepeft notches or vallies retaining 
it the longeft. The fame phenomenon was exhibited on the 
weftern edge, previous to the Sun's emerging. This had much 
the appearance of a well defined edge of a very denfe cloud, 
behind which the Sun has juft fallen ; and was fuppofed to be 
parts of the Moon, on which the Sun Ihined, vifible through 
the deep vallies, or refra&ions of light through the Moon's 
atmofphere. Six or feven of thefe vallies were deeper and 
longer perceptible than the reft. The quantity of darknefs 
cannot be well compared, as it was very different from that of 
night, being exceflively gloomy. A familiar countenance could 
not be known but a few feet diftant. 

Befides the planets Mars, Venus, and Mercury, many of the 
fixed ftars appeared, among which were Sirius, Procyon, feveral 
in Orion and in Urfa Major. Seventeen were enumerated, and 
many more were undoubtedly vifible. The thermometer fell 
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to 60°. The dew on the grafs was fufficient to wet the {hoes, 
by walking through it. 

The departing light was eafily endured by the naked eye ; 
but during the total darknefs the pupil was fo much dilated, 
that the firft appearance of the Sun was infufferably bright. 
The cocks immediately gave the returning light the ufual falute* 
All nature feemed inftantly reanimated. The fcene furely bore 
no faint refemblance to that, when firft the Almighty faid, 
€t Let there be light : and there was light.” 

The inverted images of the Sun in the {hades of trees were 
noticed in many places, though not in this. A friend, who was 
a few miles north of the dark {hadow, not having fo many things 
to arreft his notice, paid particular attention to this beautiful 
phenomenon. He obferves, that the innumerable images of 
the Sun, {howing the exaft ftate of the eclipfe, in all its ftages, 
in an inverted pofition, afforded a pattern too fuperlatively 
beautiful for any painter on earth to imitate. Any perfon may 
fatisfy himfelf that this would be the cafe, in fuch a partial light, 
by letting the fun {hine into a room through, a fmall hole, 
whether round or not, and an inverted image will be formed. 

It is faid, that at fome places congealed mift 'was obferved, 
floating in the air. Something fimilar was here feen, at a very 
great height ; but it was fuppofed to be the cotton like fubftance 
which attaches to the feeds of certain trees and plants. 

Whether the Moon have an atmofphere, is a queftion, which, 
it feems, is yet undetermined. An opportunity for fpeculations 
on the fubjeft was offered in this eclipfe. The opinion and 
reafonings of aftronomers on the fubjeft would be highly grati- 
fying to the writer, and probably to the public at large. 


Refult of Meteorological and other Obfervations y for July, 1 806 $ 
made at DEERFlELDy WARWICK, MASONy PORTSMOUTH, 
SMIT H FIELD, (R. I.) and BOSTON : — For the Medical and 
Agricultural Regifler. 
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WEATHER. 


1 \fl day , foggy, cloudy ; a little rain ; 
Smith f. 0,3 in. Port/, fine rain in 
the night. 

H — cloudy, fair io p. m. wind N.W. 
3") fair, rather Warw. rainy morn- 
4 f cool, fine ing, 2 inches, fair 

hay 'weather. afternoon. 
GjSund. brifk Winds. 

7 — foggy, cloudy,* little rain, fair. 

8 ) fair, fmall Moon’s lafl quarter. 

9 > fhowers, with thunder and light, 
io ) in fome, places ; Smith f, 0,5 in. 

Portf. fine rain mott of the toth; 
Mafon , athunder ftorm, with hail, 
ti — cloudy, fome places rain, Warw. 

0,25 inch ; fair afternoon* 

12 — cloudy, fair. 

IS^Sund. fair, 

14 f cool for , 

15 T the Portf. fine fhower. New Moon . 
l6)feafon. 

Depth of water fallen in rain*— W ar 


17— clouds and funfhine, fome piece* 
fhowers. 

18 — appearances of rain ; Smith/ eld. 
fhower, 0,3 inch. 

19 4 — rain ; Warw, 3 inches, very little 
or none in many other places. 

20 > Sund, fair, fhowers, thunder and 

21 J lightning in fome places. 

22 — cloudy, rain ; Moon’s lafl quarter. 

Warw. 0,5 inch* Smith/. 0,4 inch. 
23) fair, a fine feafon, 

24 f flying clouds, 

25 Q brifk winds, light fhowers 
20) in fome places. 

27 — Sund, cloudy, rain ; Warw. 3 in. 
Very little in many other places ; 
Smith/ eld, 0,2 inch. 

28 } changeable weather; fair, cloudy, 

29 f and light fhowers each day ; 

30 r Dctrf. & Warw. rain Full Moon, 
31 ) more copious. 

ick 10,75 inch. Smithfteld 2,40 inch. 


Mafotiy July, 1 806. 

On Thurfday, 10th inftant, we Experienced, in the wefterly 
part of this town, a very diftreffing and terrible hail ftorm. A 
little before night a cloud was feen gathering in the north ; it 
foon became very black, and appeared in great commotion \ its 
approach was with rapidity, and juft after funfet we began to 
feel its dire effects. The difeharge of hail and rain, accompanied 
with tremendous wind, was beyond what was perhaps ever known 
in this place before. The direction of the cloud was from north 
about due fouth, and its centre about on the line between this 
town and New Ipfwich. We learn that it begun in Greenfield, 
and did much damage in that town, in Peterborough, and Tem- 
ple. With us the hail did not extend much over a mile in 
width, to do material injury, nor in a fouth direction but little 
way into Afhby : but within its extent the deftruCtion is almoft 
entire. Englilh grain is beatEn down, and ftraws broken off. 
Indian corn not only torn, but in fome places the (talks broken 
and bruifed off, and Carried away. Grafs is laid flat to the 
ground, and much of it cut off by tl:e hail ; and in places where 
the water formed a current, is buried under the earth and rub- 
bifh. All kinds of garden fauce are cut to the ground. Apple 
trees are very much bruifed, as is what fruit remains on the 
trees. Many, both fruit and foreft trees, are torn up. Thus, 
in a moment, the pleafing expectations of the induftrious farmer 
are entirely cut off. There was no damage done to buildings 
in this town, except breaking the glafs on the windward fides 
of houfes. (Rev,) E. HILL. 
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Warwick^ fuly^ 1806. 

This month, previous to the 19th, has been extremely dry, 
and vegetation feemed to retreat : lince that time we have had 
plentiful rains ; the drooping plant receives hew vigor, and the 
whitened hills refume their verdure. Corn has a very promis- 
ing appearance. Winter rye was ripe about the 25th : the 
ingathering has been delayed, and the grain feme damaged by 
the rains. — The fiate of health is very favorable- W. C. 

Smithfeldy * July 31, 1806.- 

Rivers and brooks very low. Vegetables look tolerably welh 
Winter rye and wheat have Succeeded very well, except on Some 
low lands, where they were damaged by the froft on the 23d of 
May ; but Spring grain has been confiderably afFe&ed by blaft. 
Hay came in confiderably fhort of laft year. — A general time 
©f health. 

Deerfield) July 31, 1806. 

Progrefs of vegetation , E$V. — Black and red cherries* ripe the 
6th of the month. Cucumbers, in moft of our gardens, fit for 
ufe the 12th. Our people began to reap the 14th : the crops 
of EngliSh grain are excellent : little or no damage from the flyi 
In this town great benefit is derived from the uSe of gypfum , or 
plafter of Paris. A farmer here, this feafon raiSed thirty bulhels 
of wheat on an acre of ground, on which, in May laft, two and 
an half buftiels of plafter were Sowed. This was an old field ; 
and without plafter, has heretofore produced but ten bufhels of 
rye per acre •, and this was reckoned a good crop for the land. 
Large trails of land in this town, which have formerly been 
efteemed of little value, are, by the uSe of plafter, now tranf* 
formed to fertile fields \ and the produce from them is nearly 
equal to our beft interval lands. This improvement in agricul- 
ture begins to check emigrations to new countries : and many 
who, from the fterility of their farms, hardly procured fubfift- 
ance for their families, now find ample Supplies, without the 
laborious talk of moving to and clearing up new farms in the 
weftern regions. 

State of health , tsV. — The month has been healthy in this 
and the neighboring towns. The lady whofe cafe was men- 
tioned in my observations for May laft, died the 8th of this 
month. She had refided eleven weeks in the ft able ; and had 
become So attached to it, that it was with confiderable reluctance 
Ihe quitted it : this (he did only fourteen days before her death. 
The place in which (he refided, was a decent room, fitted up in 
a building adjoining the dwelling houfe: a floor was laid over 

* June* — From the 2oth to the 25th, the fm3ll limbs of pear trc?s, quinces and 
fome apple trees, died. The leaves began to wither hrft'.y at or near the extrern- 
itif s of the limbs, and proceeded gradually towards the tiunk. The ‘ante kind of 
trees, in the fame neighborhood, were very differently, affiled ; feme fbewing 
fcarcely any dead leaves, while others have but few live ones. 
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the cows, in which were openings, to admit the effluvia from 
below. A fmall iron ftove was kept in the room with the 
patient, for the purpofe of keeping up a proper temperature of 
air in cool weather : but it was feldom neceflary to ufe the ftove, 
for the air was kept warm by the cows. Although this mode 
of treatment proved ineffeftual, it ought not to prevent further 
trials ; for, if we may believe do&or Beddoes, very extraordinary 
cures have been effedted by it. In the cafe above mentioned, it 
is fuppofed that the life of the patient was lengthened, for when 
fhe entered the ftable fhe appeared to be far advanced in the 
diforder ; and it is probable that there exifted a predifpofition 
to the difeafe. — This difeafe feems not to have completed its 
ravages in this devoted family.* The father was taken with it 
about the 20th of May, and has declined very rapidly : he now 
appears to be near his end. He will make the fourth death in 
the family within four years. Another of the family, a fon, 
has lately been attacked with an h<emoptyfis y and continues in a 
feeble ftate. — This family have been healthy, till within about 
four years •, were brought up in the healthful employment of 
agriculture, and were remarkable for their induftry and temper- 
ance. Four years ago they made fome additions and improve- 
ments in their dwelling houfe : the rooms, previous to this, 
were rather open and cold -, they are now clofe and warm. 

Query . — Could this alteration be inftrumental in exciting the 
difeafe into aftion, admitting the family to be predifpofed to it ? 

* The name of this family is Sheldon. HOYT. 


N O T E S. 


“ Observations and Expert was experienced one of the fineft fhow- 

ments on the Canker Worm” are very ers we have witnefled this feafon. The 

thankfully received, and will appear m 23d alfo was a wet day. 

our next number. “ — — All day long the full-dif* 

tended clouds 

THE SEASON. Indulg’d their genial flores.” 

Very dry, in the vicinity of Boflon, Wells and fpringsof water very low. 

previous to the 22d of this inftant, when Bojlon , Augufi , 1806. 

Errata . — The following errata ran through fome part of the impreflion of 
our laft number : — Page 109, line 6, “goes” corre&ed, went. Page ill, line 
23, 14 Alcleberan” correfted, Aldebaran . 
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MEDICAL. 


Anfwer to the QueJhon y No . 1L of the Regi/ler — u Why is it that 
the Ravages of the Confumption fire fo much greater with tlx 
Female Sex than with the Male ?” 

DR. ADAMS, 

I OBSERVED in No. II. of the Regifter, a queftion 
which to me appears important, viz. " Why confumption pre- 
vails fo much more in the female than in the male fex ?” 
With impatience I have waited to fee an anfwer from fome of 
your correfpondents, or from fome able theorift and ikilful 
practitioner, who had leifure to benefit mankind by his ftudy 
and obfervation $ as no anfwer has appeared, except this brief 
one, “ The greater delicacy of the female than male conftitu- 
tion,” I have been induced to attempt an anfwer, which is 
fubmitted to your confideration. I am no phyfician, there- 
fore it cannot be expeCted I fhouhj write in the profeflional 
ftyle ; I am however encouraged to communicate my thoughts 
from this confideration, that the Regifter is calculated to be a 
medium of moft general information, and intended for the ad- 
vantage of all clafles of people : fome of whom would not be 
benefited fo much by a learned diflertation as by a few deful- 
tory remarks. 

It appears to me that another queftion in connexion with 
that propofed is equally important, and in a meafure neceffary 
to come to an anfwer ; viz. Whence is it that confumption is 
fo much more prevalent in both fexes now than in the days of 
our forefathers ? That this is faft, I prefume wijil not be de- 
nied. Confumptions are not only more frequent according to 
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the teftimony of aged people, but alfo much more rapid m 
their progrefs, than they were in their early days. Muft this 
be charged to change in our climate ? or mode of living, and 
drefs ? or fome other caufe, or caufes ? 

According to the ingenious reafonings and obfervations of 
Dr. Williams, there has been a regular change of climate, (un- 
der certain circumftances) progreffing to a greater degree of 
warmth, fiut this change muft be fo gradual and flow as not 
to affett materially the health of inhabitants in one or two 
centuries, which includes the age of this country, as fettled by 
Europeans. 

If we attend to the mode of living, we (hall find a far greater 
change between that of our hardy anceftors and the prefent 
generation, than was ever known in any climate in ten centu- 
ries. If they, who now confider ardent fpirit, tea, fugar, &c. 
as among the neceffaries of life, will believe the report, our 
fathers fcarcely knew more of them than the name. Inftead 
of the produce of China and the Weft Indies to compofe their 
breakfaft, they were content with the plain and fimple produce 
of their farms. Inftead of an ardent draught to raife their 
fpirits, recruit them under fatigue, or create an appetite for 
dinner, they were fupplied with nature’s fimple beverage, a 
draught of milk and water, a cup of beer* or even at the 
moft with the produce of their own orchards. A particular 
ebjeft with them was to clothe their bodies fo as to guard 
againft the inclemencies of t&e climate, not aiming fo much at 
ornament as convenience, not apeing (perhaps from a happy 
neceffity) the fafhions and follies of older countries. It may 
not be unworthy of remark, that our hardieft long-lived vete- 
rans commonly wore woollen ftiirts. It is true we appear much 
more refined in our mode of living and drefs. We fmile at 
their uncouth habits, and homely fare j or perhaps pity their 
poverty ; fince now he muft appear poor indeed who cannot 
have the herb from China, and the juice of the cane every day * 
and the vaft quantity of diftilled fpirit which is confumed almoft 
exceeds belief. The mode of living and drefs is now as dif- 
ferent from what it was in the days of our grandfathers as 
fimplicity and luxury. On which fide is the advantage found, 
as to the ftate of health ? Confumption was then rarely known ; 
an inftance of it was matter of general converfation, and long 
remembered : now it has become the moft prevalent„as well 
as formidable difeafe of our country. We fee a great change 
in the mode of living, and as great in the prevalent difeafes. 
May we not view it in the light of caufe and ejfeB f 

As to the fecond quqftion, or rather the queftion which was 
propofed, Why confumption prevails fo much more in the 
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female than in the male fex ? The anfwer given in No. IV. 
of the Regifter, undoubtedly contains a principal reafon. It 
will be readily granted that whatever caufes have a tendency 
to produce confumption, will operate more powerfully upon 
the delicate female conftitution, and all the caufes which have 
been conlidered as tending to increafe this fatal complaint, are 
caufes to which the female fex are, perhaps, more expofed 
than the male, excepting the free ufe of ardent fpirits, which, 
to their honor be it fpoken, they rejedl, generally, with becom- 
ing abhorrence, and view with mingled emotions its progrefs 
in the other fex. But there are difficulties peculiar to the 
fex, by which they are expofed to have their conftitution in- 
jured. Very many confumptions have their origin in want of 
care and attention to themfelves at certain critical periods*. 
Either by too violent exercife, or taking cold by expofing 
themfelves to the evening air, or damping their feet, &c^ ob* 
liru&ions are formed, and frequently the conftitution is irre- 
parably injured, and the foundation of confumption laid be-* 
fore they are aware of danger. 

Young females who have not ati afle&ionate mother, or ex- 
perienced female friend, to take care of them, and warn them 
of their danger, are to be pitied. Some are doubtlefs led to 
expofe themfelves at fuch critical periods, by a falfe modefty, 
or bafhfulnefs, of which they have to repent when it is too late 
to prevent the evil 5 and fome are criminally inattentive to 
the moft tender advice, till qualified, by painful, perhaps fatal 
experience, to warn others, and too probably with as little fuc* 
cefs. It is verily the opinion of the writer, that many, very 
many of the cafes of confumption among females, have their 
origin in colds taken at times when they ought to be peculiarly 
careful of themfelves. 

Another reafon which may be affigned for confumption be- 
ing more frequent among females than males, is th t fajbion of 
drefs . While the female conftitution is more delicate, and 
confequently more eafily injured, females are moft expofed, 
by the tyranny of faftiion, to all the inconveniences of our 
fickle climate. Fafhiorl has led them farther from the decent, 
comfortable, and healthy drefs of their anceftors, even than it 
has the males ; and too many are To unhappily enfiaved, that 
the feafons of the year can effect but very little change in tha 
habit, unlefs the miftrefs faftiion, or the leaders of the faftiion 
fay fo. It is important to the prefervation of health, that 
clothing fhould be fuited to the feafon, and fuch as to protect 
the body againft the changes of the weather, and guard it from 
the cold. And if confumptions have become frequent, as is 
quite apparent they have, in fome proportion to the changes in 
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drefs, as they have progrefled from the warm ahd comforta- 
ble, to the light and airy ; then we have too great reafon to 
predict an increafe of the number of victims from the prefent 
mode. Now in fuitry days of fummer, moift and damp weath- 
er, foggy mornings and evenings, and in piercing cold of win- 
ter, fine linens and thin muflins, are almoft all that is allowed 
to cover the delicate limbs. Very thin clothing, naked 
bofoms, and arms bare almoft to the Ihoulder, are melancholy 
prelages. 

The very general and frequent ufe of tea is alfo thought to 
have influence in increafing the number of confumptive habits 
and cafes. Tea is allowed to be a nervine, and ranks in the 
clais of tonics. It may, by a moderate and judicious ufe, in 
many cafes promote health, enliven the fpirits, and u cheer 
but not inebriate yet like all other tonics, by too free and 
frequent ufe, it will produce indirect debility, manifefted by 
palpitations of the heart, trembling of the nerves, &c. This 
perhaps valuable medicine , however, has become a principal, and 
is viewed as a neceflary article of diet, efpecially among fe- 
males, and is frequently taken with very little folid food. No 
injury is foon perceived. The pnogrefs from health to dif- 
eafe is often flow, they are not alarmed by any fudden and 
fenfible confequences \ and even when fymptoms of increafing 
debility are perceived, they are unwilling to believe it can be 
occafioned by the fewourite tea. The caufe is not fufpeded, 
but applied to as a remedy, and verily believed to do good, he- 
caufe their wafted finking fpirits are revived thereby for the 
moment. Let obfervation decide whether the blooming cheek 
of health is moft commonly found among thofe who diet much 
on tea, or where it is feldom tafted. 

If I might .be . permitted, I fhould - in this view name Ballt , 
efpecially as they are frequently conduced in the country. In 
order to have a juft idea of them, we muft conceive a large 
collection of youth of both fexes affembled, probably in a 
crowded room, their fpirits exhilarated by agreeable company, 
and tea, then the exercife of dancing to follow, till the pores 
•re all opened, and the body fatigued, and this continued 
till wearinefc or cuftom fhews them it is time to feparate. 
View them pafling out from the highly rarified air of a warm 
*nd crowded room, into Ufe cold air of midnight, to ride to 
their homes, which are at a diftance, with little additional cov- 
ering to their light and airy drefs, which would probably fcarce- 
ly be burthenfome in a rummer’s day, and it will be hard to 
conceive that the delicate female conftitution can bear all this 
without material injury. Such aflemblies of young people, and 
conducted much after this manner, are not uncommon, elpe- 
eially in the winter. Perhaps fojoae may, but few indeed can. 


Digitized by VjOOQlC 



MEDICAL. 


13 $ 


bear this without feeling hurtful effe&s ; and many fine cott- 
ftitutions are ruined by it. Whatever may have been pre- 
difpofing caufes, raoft cafes of pulmonary confumption, have 
their firft alarming fymptoms from a cough occafioned by a 
cold ; and many females who find a premature grave, may 
date their decline of health from their evening ball. 

I am fenfible that many arguments are ufed in favour of 
fuch recreations, and alfo that it is hard reafoning againft a 
favorite amufement : but is not lofs of beauty, lofs of health, 
a&d perhaps lo r s of life at an early period, too great facrifices 
to be made for the pleafures of an evening ball, for even po- 
lite accompli fhments, eafy manners, and agreeable company i 

“ Forgive the crime; I wifh them, I confefs, 

“ Or better manag’d, or encourag’d Ids.” 

When confumption is featedy as it is called, it is generally 
confidered as incurable ; and the little fuccefs which has at- 
tended medical preferiptions hitherto, leads to view this as one 
of the moft formidable of difeafes. Surely then, where there 
is very little ground to hope for relief when once the difeafe > 
is fettled, it muft be of utmoft importance to attend to preven- 
tative means, and guard againfboccafions or caufes of much 
difeafe. Here then let tender mothers be urged with greateft 
earneftnefs feafonably to notify their young daughters of the 
change which, in the courfe of nature, is to take place in them 
at a certain age ; to warn them of the danger which attends 
indiferetion at fu^h times, and with peculiar tendernefs to 
watch over them, and take care of them. Many young fe- 
males, for want of knowledge and experience, have at fuchv 
times immediately endangered their lives ; and many have 
ruined their conftitutions, if not laid the foundation of con- 
fumption. Shall affe&ionate mothers lofe the comfort they 
have fondly anticipated in their daughters, and be fubje&ed 
to painful reflections by negled of a duty which no one. can 
difeharge with fo much propriety as they can ? 

Let parents be urged by moral confiderations and their affec- 
tions for their offspring, to let their wifdom fupply the want 
of experience in thejr children, their daughters *, ^id their 
authority, if necefiary, reftrain them from following fuch 
fafhions and fafhionable practices as have a direCt tendency to 
injure their health. 

Young people, efpecially females, are entreated to pay par- 
ticular attention to the firji appearances of indlfpofition . A cough, 
probably occafioned by a cold, is confidered as a flight affair.; 
yet it is too often neglefted, even after it has continued be- 
yond the ufual time, till the lungs are fo debilitated by irrita- 
tion and labor, that affiftance comes too late. Whenever it is 
found that appetite fails, ftrength decreaies, and the veifek 
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begin to lofe their tone, & c. thefe are alarming fyraptoms, 
from whatever caufe they may originate : they demand an im- 
mediate attention. A high flow of fpirits may not allow them 
to complain : they think to Jhake it off $ but delays are extreme- 
ly dangerous. Perhaps fome ftrive to hide their indifpofition, 
left the care of faithful and tender parents fliould deprive 
them of recreations on which their hearts are fet ; and they* 
purfue their courfe, till reftrained by fatal inability. But fhall 
health, and perhaps life be facrificed to pleafure ? Some alfo, 
whofe minds have been occupied in bufinefs, or pleafures, ftart 
at the thought of their liability to ficknefs and death, they 
are unwilling tte believe the fureft evidences, and inftead of 
paying feafonable attention to their declining health, labor 
hard to contradict their awn feelings. Yield then to the voice 
of reafon, and the counfels of afFeCtion and experience ; and 
let not the power of fafhion, and love of pleafure drive or 
allure to the lofs of the greateft temporal blefiing, health. 
Conflder no indifpofition as triflipg, which is a forerunner of 
CONSUMPTION. PHILO. 
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Experiments and Obfervations on the Canker Wormy by Dr. Row- 
land Green, jun. 

DR, ADAMS, 

THE enclofed is the refult of a number df experiments 
and obfervations made in the years 1793 and 1794. If yOu 
think it contains ufeful information, you may, if you pleafe, in* 
fert it in your Regifter. R. GREEN, jun. 

Mansfield, July 18, 1806. 

On the Canker Worm. 

Without preliminary obfervations, I (hall endeavour to 
give a general outline of the natural hiftory of the infefts, 
called canker worms. Contemptible as they are, they arreft 
the attention of the farmer, by the devaluation they make in 
his orchards. 

Early in the fpring, the infefts, in their perfeft form, make 
their appearance, and depofite their eggs in the rough or fraC-> 
tured bark, fharp angles of the branches and other fmall cavi- 
ties on the fmaller limbs of the apple tree. This happens 
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fooner or later according to the warmth of the feafon. The 
frozen earth muft be thawed, that the infeits may make their 
way through the fame, and afcend the trees. The time when 
the eggs are hatched, alfo depends on the warmth of the atmof- 
phere, commonly about the firft of May ; however, the beft 
criterion is the early period of vegetation. 

The worms in their infant ftate are very fmall, about one- 
tenth of an inch in length, and are black ; when full grown, 
are of various "lizes, generally three-fourths of an inch in 
length, and one-twelfth of an inch in thicknefs, and are ftrip- 
ed, brown, black, &c. They have fix anterior feet, and four 
ipofterior, which are larger than the former. When they 
move, they bring the pofterior feet near to the anterior, bend- 
ing the body, then reach forwards, and take hold with the an- 
terior feet, and then bring the hinder parts onwards, &c. 
When moving from place to place they emit a fmall fpider- 
like thread, and if by accident they lofe their hold, fufpend 
themfelves by it. This thread they can climb, and refume their 
former fituation, or fpin to fome length, and by the help of 
the wind, may be wafted to adjacent trees ; or by falling on 
travellers, carriages, &c. may be conveyed from one orchard 
to another at confiderable diftance. They devour moil at 
night, and are moft varacious the laft week of their continu- 
ance on the trees. Frequently they are fb numerous as to 
devour all the foliage on certain trees, and confequently, if 
they have not arrived to maturity, great numbers perifh. 
When the trees are thus difrobed of their verdure, exhalation 
and abforption are interrupted, and if the force of vegetation 
be not ftrong, they blaft and die, but if vegetation go on 
forcibly, they aflume new life, a new foliage comes on. When 
they have come to their full growth and maturity, which is in 
about three weeks from the .time of being hatched, they leave 
the trees commonly by travelling down the trunk, and go into 
the earth. This movement ^generally in the evening; and it is 
worthy of remark, that all their principal movements are envel- 
oped in darknels. The time when they leave the trees is from 
the 20th of May to the 10th of June, depending on the time of 
leaving the egg, &c. They dig into the earth from one. to 
five inches, according to the hardnefs of the foil ; but where 
the turf is hard and tough, they will fometimes take their 
lodgings within an inch of the furface. They are found in 
the earth, as far from the trunk as the branches of the fame 
extend, but are moft numerous near the trunk. They place 
themfelves in the earth nearly perpendicular, with the head 
uppermoft, and gradually contrail in length, whicfi on the 
feventh or eighth day of their new abode is contracted nearly 
pn^-third# They are npw unable to walk, feet flmvelled, hav- 
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ing but little motion. About the ninth or tenth day the aft 
of transformation takes place, and is completed in a few min- 
utes ; juft before this, the infeft appears uneafy by its various 
motions, until the (kin (which at this time feems to be much 
difengaged from the body) burfts at the head and over the 
anterior feet, and by repeated exertions, is diverted of its ver- 
micular clothing. 

They are now in the aurelian ftate, contained in thin (hells 
ef a light brown ^colour, about four-tenths of an inch in length, 
and much larger at the anterior part than at the other, which 
is pointed. The (hell grows harder and darker until the whole 
is of a dark brown, alfo their motion diminilhes as the (hell 
grows harder, until they are apparently deftitute of any. In 
this ftate they lie uninjured by froft through the winter, till 
the laft of February or fir ft of March, at which time if the 
earth is fufficiently thawed, and the weather mild, they again 
transform, and rank with the miller tribe, leave the earth, 
travel to and afcend the trees, and continue to come out of the 
earth, more or lefs, according to the ftate of the weather, to the 
15th of April. In fome years when the fpring is forward they 
may be all out of the earth fome days before the time here 
mentioned ; and if the fpring is very backward, they may rife 
a few days later. If the earth is thawed, and there is fufficient 
warmth, neither ftorm nor fnow will prevent their coming out 
of the earth and afcending the trees. The time of day for 
them to leave the earth is, in fair weather, juft after funfet, 
and continue coming up fome hours ; but in cloudy weather, 
they begin to move before. During the day they are not ac- 
tive, and but few are to be found without clofe infpe&ion. 

In this, the perfett ftate, they appear in two forms \ thofe 
with wings are called millers, and thofe deftitute of wings are 
commonly called grubs. 

The millers are the males, the bodies are of a lightiih colour, 
about four-tenths of an inch in length, having four wings, and 
fix legs which are long and (lender. 

The grubs a*e the females — their bodies are larger than 
thofe of the males, but not fo long, and of an aftien colour ; 
legs ©lueh like thofe of the males ; being deftitute of wings, 
they are under the neceffity of afcending the tree by the trunk, 
and from this* happy circumftance, the farmer may, by the 
means of tar, deftroy the whole tribe in an orchard, in one 
(pring, with proper care and attention. 

Immediately after they arrive on the tree, they are aftive, 
moving from place to place, and in two or three days the fe- 
males begin to depofite their eggs, and continue fo to> do (mov- 
ing from one place of depofite to another) for three or four 
days, more or lefs, and when concluded, being (hrivelled, they 
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die, as likewife do the males, having performed an entire 
round and put an end to their work. Sometimes they con- 
tinue a longer time on the trees, but appear to be in a torpid 
and dying ftate. Their eggs are fmall, numerous, and of a 
lightifh colour, but juft before they are hatched, become blue- 
ifh. The number of eggs caft by a fingle grub, is, according 
to her magnitude, from 150 to 250. 

It is not probable that they eat in the perfeft ftate ; their 
continuance is fhort, being doomed only to the production of 
their fpecies. When they are prevented from going up the 
trees by tar, they may depofite their eggs in the rough bark or 
on the furface of the earth, and the eggs thus caft may hatch, 
and the worms afcend the tree, if not prevented. 

A number of experiments might here be mentioned, con- 
firming the above ; but let the following fuffice. 

On the 2d day of March, 1794*, two grubs came out of the 
earth, in which they were kept (in the nurelian ftate) during 
the winter. On the 3d were put with the fame number of 
males into a glafs vefiel fitted to receive them. On the 5th, 
the grubs began to depofite their eggs on the fmall branches of 
an apple tree placed among them, and continued that office 
for four days, and then both males and females died. The 
eggs kept in a moderate temperature of air began to hatch on 
the 5th of April, and continued to hatch, more or lefs, accord- 
ing to the degree of heat in the atmofphere to the 20th fol- 
lowing. The number of eggs caft by thefe two grubs (which 
were rather more than a common fize) were 478, of which 
hatched 457, which is a numerous increafe. Thofe that did 
not hatch appeared to contain the infeCls, but from unknown 
caufes died. Eggs depofited at the fame time, expofed to cold 
air, hatched not until fome days afterwards. 

EjfeBual mode of tarring . — In the month of February, or 
before the froft is out of the earth, prepare the trees for the 
reception of the infers, by applying in the moft convenient 
place on the trunk, a ftrip of old linen cloth three inches wide, 
and fo fecured with clay or tow that the infers cannot pafs^ 
underneath, alfo tow fhould be twifted in the form of a rope, 
and tied round the trunk at the lower edge of the cloth to 
prevent the tar from running down, which would injure the 
tree. 

Whenever the earth begins to thaw, or the degree of heat 
is above the freezing point (32° of Fahrenheit’s thermometer) 
apply the tar to the cloth with a brufli juft before funfet, ^and 
fooner if the weather be cloudy. The tar fhould be thin, 
but if it be thick it will be necefiary to warm it, or add to it a 
fufficient quantity of fifh-oil to make it thin and run free. 
The tar muft be applied every day during the feafon of 
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their going up ; and if they are very numerous it will feme- 
times be neceflary to apply the tar twice in an evening. De- 
lays are dangerous ; the infefts .wait for no man *, and if a 
few pafs up, the tree is ruined for the enfuing year. 

After the feafon of tarring is over, remove the cloth, & c. 
fcrape the trunk below the place of tarring, and apply four 
©r five inches of earth round the trunk to keep the eggs, 
if any depofited, below the tar or on the furface of the 
earth from hatching. In fix weeks this eafth may be re- 
moved from the trunk, as the eggs by this time will be 
deftroyed, for the want of proper heat and air. 


Quefion anfwered. 

D R . ARAMS, 

In your Medical and Agricultural Regifter, for Auguft, 
page 1£1, you have this queftion — “ In cold moift land, and 
in cold wet feafons, when Indian corn is often fo chilled or 
foaked in the ground as never to vegetate, is it beft to cover 
deep or fhallow ? to plant in a deep furrow, or on a high 
ridge ? and what kind of manuring is beft?” 

If the land be very wet and cold, in my opinion, it is ab- 
folutely neceflary to plow your land in ridges. If this is 
not convenient or practicable, dig your holes deep, let the 
mould lie feveral days to warm and dry in the fun ; if 
your land is clay, fill your holes half full of coarfe fand or 
gravel, then a layer of the earth from the holes ; then ma- 
nure your ground with horfe dung or chriftian dung if in 
your neighbourhood ; if mixed with lime, allies, duft of pit 
or charcoal, the better 5 then a layer of your dirt let 
the holes be completely fall, and more than full before you 
drop your corn ; then cover it about one and a half inches 
deep. If the weather be wet and cold, at weeding draw 
the dirt moderately Trom the hill, that the roots may more 
forcibly feel the rays of the fun ; for we all know that heat 
is the one thing needful for corn. MARCUS. 

Briflol County . 

Extracts from a Communication hy Ezra L’Hommedieu, Efq. to 
the Agricultural Society of New Yorky and publijhed with the 
Tranf actions of the Society , 1801 . 

On the Feeding of Hogs to Advantage . 

« The bufinefs of a farmer has been compared to a hoopy 
which has no end ; it is certain that there is no bufinefs which 
requires, efpecially to minute objects , fo much care : every thing 
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muft be attended to, every thing muft be faved, and every 
bufinefs done in feafon. Farmers in general are not fond 
of trying experiments, and are more attached to their old 
cuftoms than people of other profeffions. The beft way to 
introduce any thing new which is ufeful among them, is to 
give them ocular demonftration. 

As much depends on faving in the farming bufinefs, I 
(hall take the liberty of making fome obfervations on the 
favings which may be made by the feeding of fwine . It is 
a common practice for the people of this fiate, fo far as I 
am acquainted, to give their hogs among other things, hard 
corn , efpecially when they are fatting $ fome have their corn 
ground, fuppofing they make a faving in feeding with meal 
inftead of corn, befides paying one tenth for the grinding. 
A little obfervation convinces one that it muft be a great' 
lofs to feed hogs on hard corn ; it is not digefted, and a 
confiderable portion is difcharged with the dung. To avoid 
this evil, I have been in the praftice of foaking all my hard 
com before it is given to the hogs ; this I have feen pra&ifed 
in Connecticut, and is recommended by Dr. Elliot of that 
State, in his effays on hufbandry. By the experience I have 
had, I make no doubt but more than one tenth of the corq 
fed to hogs, by this mode of foaking, might be faved. 

Mr. L’Hommedieu here undertakes a calculation what the faving in this 
way might be, in the courfe of a year, throughout the State of N. York. He 
takes for granted, that, excepting the inhabitants of the cities of Hudfon, Alba- 
ny, and New York, the number of fwine would be equal to the number of in- 
habitants in the Stare ; that each fwine con fumes on an average two bufliels of 
corn in a year, equal to s, 060,000 bufhels, of which one tenth is 106,000 bufh- 
els, the faving in one year; which, reckoned at four (hillings per bu(hel, will 
make the confiderable fum of 20,200 /. 

" As we are now oh the fubjeft of feeding hogs, it may 
be of ufe to obferve that farmers lofe much by giving frefh 
bran to hogs ; it is eafily obferved by Itheir dung that this 
bran is not digefted. Perhaps the" ftomach of a bog is 
fuch that it will not take hold of a fubftance fo flippery, 
which it will do when it becomes four ; the hog then di- 
gefts nearly the whole. 

M Hogs do very well on white or red clover or fpear 
grafs, with little or no other food, and in many parts of 
the country inclofures are made folely for that purpofe j 
but when lands are poor, and manure is much wanted, it is 
more profitable to keep them up the bigger part of the 
year ; the manure they make by fods, weeds, ftraw and 
other vegetables being thrown into the pen, will more than 
pay for their keeping, as I have fome years ago obferved 
to the fociety. It is very neqefiary when hogs are kept up 
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to have a poft fet in the middle of the pen that they may 
rub themfelves with more convenience than they can other- 
wife do. It will be convenient to have two or three vef- 
fels or calks for the foaking of corn to feed hogs, fo that 
the corn may be fufficiently foaked before it is given out : 
in cold weather, or in winter, it Ihduld be kept in the cel- 
lar, to prevent freezing. As the water in which corn is 
foaked may be more nutritious than otherwife, it wiM be 
beft to give this water as occalion may require to the hogs 
to drink. As to the time neceffary to foak the corn, no 
fpecial direction can be given, as it depends on the tem- 
perature of the weather ; it ought, however, to be fo much 
foaked, as to prevent that indigeftion which is experienced 
in feeding with hard corn, and it is eafily difcovered by 
the dung of the hogs. While we are on this fubjeft of 
foaking of corn, it may not be amifs to mention that foak- 
ed com is a much better feed for horfes than moft other, 
and iefs dangerous than hard corn. I have known many 
farmers in this practice, and have pra&ifed it myfelf to good 
advantage. It is generally fuppofed that you make a favkig 
by feeding Indian meal to horfes, more than to pay for the 
toll of grinding the com. I have tried both, and am of opin- 
ion that a horfe will be kept in better flelh by feeding with 
foaked com than by Indian meal, and that there will be a 
greater faving in the former than in the latter.” 
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ARTICLE XXIV. 


Refult of Meteorological and other Obfervations, for Augujl> 1 806 ; 
made at DeEREIEJCH, WARWICK , MASON, PORTSMOUTH , 
and SMI THE I EL Z), (R. L ) — For the Medical and Agricultural 
Regifer . 


AuguJI, 1806. 
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Greatejl heat 
in the month . 

Leap heat in 
the month . 

Prevailing 

winds. 

Deerfield 

59t 

744 

674 

8th day 88° 

19th day 48° 

S. 14 days 

Warwick 

6of 

78 

694 

7 

89 

a8 45 

N. W. 1 3 days 

Mafon 

634 

73 

684 

7 

84 

1 56 

W. 14 days 

Portfmouth 

6.x 

744 

68 

6 

83 

>. *8 54 

N.W. 11 days 

Smithfield 

63 i 

74 # 

69k 
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S.W. 10 days 
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WEATHER. 


i ft foy, foggy, fair. 

2— cloudy, a little rain, 0,3* 

3 ) Sund. fair, brilk 

4 \ winds. 

,5 — cloudy, a little rain, o,4ot 0,3* 

6 — flying clouds; Pori/, thund. (ho. 

7 — fair and pieafant ; $ laji quarter . 

thunder. 

8 — foggy, fair, fmall fhowers. 

9— cloudy, fair, fprinkiing of rain. 

10 I Sund. Smith/, froft in low lands. 

1 1 > fair and 

12 ) pleafant. 

f3 — cloudy, gentle (howers,- 0,30+ o, 1* 
14 — cloudy morning, fair. New Moon. 
Smith f. pears and apples begin to 
ripen*. 


lO cloudy mornings, then rain 1,0+ 
10 >f'* r 1 ’* r 


fair; fprinkiing of rain 
17 3 Sund. in fome places. 
18 — fair. 

*9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 


cloudy and funfhine 
alternately, 0,10+ 3) firfi quarter. 
i fprinkiing of rain 
* in fome places. 

Sund. tnun. (hower, 0,50+ 1,35* 
Port/ fevere thun. (hower, 0,5* 
2,5 — fair. Smith/, people beginning 

26 ) foggy mom- to make 

27 J ings, fair. cider. 

28 ) fair, brifk winds. 

29 ) Smith/, peaches begin to ripen. 

30 ) fair, fome 

31J clouds. Deer/, (hower. 


Depth of water fallen in rain — Warwick 2,40 inches ; Smithficld 2,65 inches. 


Mafott . — We have had but little rain this month, the drought 
becomes pinching. The crop of hay, efpecially on high lands, 
has been very fmall, and the feed in paftures unufually fhort. 
The crops of Englifh grain very good ; Indian corn in moft 
places in this town looks promifing. 

N. B. The thermametrical obfervations have been made hitherto in an unfin- 
ifked room. In future they will be made in the fhade in the open air. 

Warwick , Augujt> 1806. 

State of health , tsfc * — The month has been very healthy, a 
few cafes of the dyfentery excepted. 

Progre/s of vegetation , fcsV. — The vegetable creation has moved 
towards maturity in a moderate degree 5 perhaps a little more 
rain would have rendered its progrefs more fapid. We have 
had pears, and fruit of the ftone kind in great plenty. The 
quantity of apples in proportion to our orchards will be very 
moderate. W. COBB. 


Smithjieldy Augitfl 81 , 1806 . 

The weather continued dry till the 23d, when we had a co- 
pious (hower in the morning, and fome thunder, followed by 
gentle rain till night ; when the wind (hifted from north-weft 
to north and north-eaft, and the rain continued with confider- 
able wind, till the evening of the following day. The tempera- 
ture of the air changed very fuddenly at the commencement of 
the (hower on the 23d. At fifteen minutes before nine, A. M. 
the mercury flood at 78° ; but in twelve or fifteen minutes it 
kad fallen to 68°. 

* At SmUbfield. + At Warwick. 
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It is believed that the crop of Indian corfi will be confidefa* 
bly diminilhed on account of the dry cool weather* In many 
places where it had acquired a good growth of ftalks the ears 
are not fo numerous, large or full as ufiial. Apples are confid- 
erably plenty. .Pears and peaches are alfo plenty. This month 
has been healthy, for the feafon, but few cafes of fever have 
occurred for this time of the year. 

A Smithfield Subscriber* 


Deerfield , Augufi 31, 1806. 

Remarks . — Our people are now getting their fecond crop of 
grafs ; this, except on low wet grounds, turns out very light, in 
confequence of the prevailing drought, which has been very 
fevere during the month. The rains which hate fallen this 
month have been fmall, and have furnifhed but little nourifhment 
to vegetation. Notwithftanding the very promiiing appearance 
of Indian corn in the early part of the feafon, we now expert 
but an indifferent crop ; fcr, in general, the ears are thinly fet, 
and are fmall. Our farmers fay the fummer has been too cool 
for this crop, and I believe the remark to be true. The nights 
have in general been uncommonly cool throughout the feafon. 

State of health , — The month has been rather unhealthy. 

We have had feveral cafes of dyfenteiy, but .they have not 
proved very fatal. The cholera morbus has been uncommonly 
frequent, but it has not in any cafe terminated fatally. A few 
cafes of fever have occurred in this and the neighbouring towns* 
The 23d of the month, died, Mr. John Sheldon, of the con- 
fumption. This was the father of the family out of which 
three have died of the fame difeafe, within four years, as men- 
tioned in my former communications : others in this family are 
now threatened with he&ical fymptoms. 

E. HOYT. 


ExtraS 7 from a public Print . 

Edgarton y ( Martha’s Vineyard ,) Augufl 28, 1806. 
u We have had a very fevere ftorm here. On the morn- 
ing of the twenty-third, the heavens appeared to be covered 
thick with darknefs ; the wind fouth-weft : it now began 
to rain attended with flalhes of lightning, not {harp, and but 
little thunder ; the rain continued all day, and at times feemed 
to pour down in torrents ; towards night it abated : in the night 
the wind {hifted, and in the morning was at eaft ; it foon began 
to rain, the wind veered to north-eaft, and it increafed to one 
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#f tho fevereft gales I have ever experienced. The rain in- 
creafed with the wind, and the face of the ground appeared a 
flood of water. The quantity that fell is almoft inconceivable. 

A barrel that flood in the open field was filled. At the moft 
moderate computation it fell thirty inches deep upon a level. It 
is impofiable to eftimate the damage it has done. The corn is all 
beat flat to the ground, and the ftalks ftripped of their leaves. 

It has rifen fince, but will never recover. The labor of the 
hufbandman, I prefume, is cut fhort more than one half. The 
profpeft of fruit was promifing ; the apples are almoft all blown 
down. We have experienced this fummer the extremes of 
drought and of flood. From the twentieth of April to the 
twentieth of July, but very little rain ; and now a rain in 
judgment.” 

The rain on the twenty fourth, (Sunday) at Bofton, com- 
menced fome time previous to two o’clock the night before. It 
was a very fteady, uniform rain for more than twelve hours. * 
The quantity of water fallen on a level, between the hours of 
twelve and one, was four-tenths of an inch . Forty miles back to 
the north-weft, in the country, the whole quantity of water 
fallen in rain through the day, by aftual meafurement, was but 
half an inch . 

For the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

New Tori , April 26, 1806. 

« Mr. Munroe, minifter of the United States to the Englifh 
government, has tranfmitted, at the requeft of the envoy of the 
king of Pruffia, refident in London, and by order of the king, 
a gold medal, to Dr. Rush, of Philadelphia, as an acknowledg- 
ment of the high fenfe entertained of his medical writings. 
The medal contains on one fide a likenefs of the king of Pruffia, 
and on the other, an appropriate device.” 


POETRY. 


Omens of the year ; the firjl Symptoms of Fever defcriied ; Medi- 
cal Aid to be called in immediately . The Danger <f Delays * 
Frailty of human Life . 

I IN prophetic numbers could unfold 
The omens of the year ; what feafons teem 
With what difeafss ; what the humid ftrath 
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Prepares, and what the demon of the eaft : 

But you perhaps refufe the tedious fong. 

Befides, whatever plagues in heat or cold, 

Or drought or moifture, dwell, they hurt not you : 

Skill’d to corrert the vices of the iky, 

And taught already how to each extreme 
To bend your life. But fhould the public bane 
Infert you, or fome trefpafs of your own, 

Or flaw of nature hint mortality. 

Soon as a not unpleafing horror glides 
Along the /pine through all your torpid limbs , 

When firjl the head throbs , or the Jlomach feels 
A ftckly load , a wary pain the loins, 

Be CelJus* call y d : the fate$ come ru filing on ; 

The rapid fates admit of no delay . 

While wilful you, and fatally fecure 
Expert to-morrow’s more aufpicious fun, 

The growing peft, whofe infancy was weak 
And eafy vanqui fil’d, with triumphant fway 
O’erpow’rs your life. For want of timely care 
Millions have dyd of medicable wounds . 

Ah! in what perils is vain life engag’d ! 

What flight negleEls , what trivial faults deflroy 
The hardieft frame ! Of indolence, of toil. 

We die ; of want, of fuperfluity. 

The allfurrounding heaven , the vital air , 

Is big with DEATH ; and though the putrid fouth 

Be (hut, though no convulfive agony 

Shake from the deep foundations of the world 

Th’ imprifon’d plagues, a fecret venom oft 

Corrupts the air , the water , and the land . } 

. What livid deaths has fad Byzantium feen ! 

How oft has Cairo with a mother’s woe 
Wept o’er her flaughter’d fons and lonely ftreets ! 

E’en Albion, girt with lefs tnalignant £kies, 

Albion the poifon of the gods has drank. 

And felt the fling of monfters all her own. 

Armstrong. 


* A phylician. 
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MEDICAL. 

For the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

On the life of cold Water ; certain DiJlinElions very neceffary to, he no- 
ticed by thofe who make ufe of it y whether internally as a Bever- 
age , or externally as a Bath . By Dr. J. G. Coffin. 

DR. ADAMS, 

The directions in you* 7th No. “To prevent the fatal 
tffeCts of drinking cold water, or cold liquors of any kind in 
Warm weather,” ftruck my attention as being Angularly erro- 
neous. 

“ To avoid drinking while you are warm? is the firft rule in- 
culcated ; this I conceive to be the reverfe of what ought to 
be enjoined. When is cold water to be drank with fafety, 
“ pleafure and advantage ? Certainly not when the body is cold. 
In this date it is neither agreeable nor neceffary, except in 
moderate quantity, and as an article of diet by thofe who make 
it their common beverage. 

On the contrary, it is to be taken when the body is heated 
by exercife or morbid excitement ; and the more freely in pro- 
portion to the intenAty and permanency of the heat and dry- 
nefs of the fkin. 

The fecond direction is, “ Drink only a fmall quantity at once f 
and let it remain a Jhort time in your mouth before you fwallow it *• 
or, thirdly, wajb your hands and face y and rinfe your mouth with 
cold water before you drink” Now if in certain conditions of 
the fyftem, it is hazardous to drink cold water, as undoubted- 
ly it is, then it is the more fo, as thefe directions are the more 
•xa&ly obeyed. A man, for inftance, warmed by labor, and 

TOL. 1 . K 
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fy/ore perfpiratiori has appeared , may drink cold water freely | 
that is to fay, he cannot be incommoded by it, unlefs from an 
immoderate quantity i% opprefljes the ftomach by its weight ; 
or, unlefs he remains inactive after it, and in fuch a fituation 
as to cool the body top fuddeuly, arid fo far as td leave its tem- 
perature below the. ftandard of health. 

As this augmented heat is tb$ ftate in which the greateft 
quantities of cold drink can be taken with impunity and ad- 
vantage, fo is it the ftate in which cold bathing is moft pleaf- 
*nt and ufefuL If this man, however, continuing his labor, 
having perfpired freely , become cool> and being fatigued , lhould then 
indulge in a liheral ufe of cold drink, he would do it at the rifk 
of his life. Cold bathing would now alfo b|e equally injurious- 
“ Thus perfons heated apd beginning to fweat, ofteh think 
it neceflacy to wait oh the edge of the biith unti} they are per- 
fedUy cooled ; and then, plunging into the water, feel a fudden 
chilling that is alarming and dangerous. In fuch cafes the, 
injury Is generally imputed to going into the water too warm ; 
whereas it arifes from going in too cold. In the. early ftages 
of exercife, before perfpiration has diffipated the heat, and fa- 
tigue debilitated the living power, nothing is more fafe than- 
the cold hath. This is fo true, that I have for fome years 
conftantly directed infirm perfons to ufe fuch a degree of ex- 
ercife before immerfton, as iria'y produce fome increafed ac- 
tion in tli£ vascular fyftem, with fhrtie xncreafe of heat ; and 
$hus fecure a force of rea&ion urkter the fliock, which migh^ 
not otherwife always take place.”* 

The following illuftratioH is much to our pufpofe. w On the 
i ft of September, 17 78, two ftudeiits of Medicine at Edinburg 
fet out on foot On a journey, a cdhfiderable part of which fa 
along one of the rivers of Scotland. They ftarted by fun-rife, 
and proceeded v j;h diarchy in the Cool of the morning. At 
the end of eight miles, they bteakf&fted, refted one hour, and 
then refumed their journey. The day grew warm as it advanc- 
ed, and after a march of eight ftylfes, they arrived heated, but 
not fatigued, on die banks of the river ^bove-mentioned, about 
eleven in the forCnoOp. 

" Urged by the fervor of the day, and tempted by the beaut]*; 
• of the ftream, they’ftripped inilantly and threw themfelves into 
the river. — The utrnoft rfefrelhttient followed, and when they re- 
tired to the neighboring mn, thls Was fiicceeded by a difpofi- 
tion to fleep, which they indulged. In the afternoon they pro- 
ceed ed, and travelling flxteen 'miles farther at a Angle ftretth, 
arri ved at the inn Where they Were to'fk&p, a little after fuhfet. 
The afternoon had been Warm, and* they had ftyeated profufcly; 
but the evening was temperate, and rather cool. They had travel- 
* ^urrie. 
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led For fome miles flowly, and arived at th$ end of their journey, 
ftiflened and wearied wkh their exercife. The refrefhment 
which they had experienced in themorning from bathing, induced 
one of them to repeat the experiment $ and he went perfeftly 
cool, into the fame river, expedtirig to relax his limbs in the 
water, and afterwards to enjoy profound fleep. The confer * 
quepces were very different. 

“The Tweed, which was foTefrefhing in the morning, now 
felt extremely cold i and he left the water haftily. No genial 
glow fucceeded, but a feverifli chill remained for fome time, with 
mall frequent puife, and flying pains over the body. Warm 
liquids and fri&ion brought on at length confiderable heat, and 
towards morning perfpiration and fleep followed. 

“Next day about noon they proceeded on foot, but the 
traveller who had bathed was extreemly feeble ; and though 
they had to perform a journey of a Angle ftage only, as fome 
part of it was difficult and mountainous, he was obliged to take 
the affiftance of a carriage which overtook them on the road. 
ft was feveral days before he recovered his ufual vigour.”* 

A warm bath would have been as proper and refrefliing in 
the evening, as the cold bath had been to tbefe travellers in 
the forenoon • 

But at this time the Medical Reports, &c.” had not ap- 
peared ; and the true theory of cold and warm bathing, and 
water-drinking, was not underftood. But left I occupy too 
much of your prefent No. I can only open the fubjeft in this 

S place, and refer thofe who wifh to become acquainted with the 
radtice of water-drinking and bathing in all their modes of ex- 
ibition and application, in ficknefs and in health, to the very 
valuable work of Dr. James Currie* of Liverpool ; where 
this important fcience is treated in a uaoft luminous and fatif- 
fadtory manner. 

Your frigend and fervant, 

Bojloti , O&ober , 1S06. J. G. COFFIN. 


Far the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 
Medical ExtraEfs No. II. 

Long Life . — W hen the various functions of the body, vol- 
untary and involuntary motions, are performed with eafe, and 
fliffer no interruption, the body is faid to be in health * in a 

L 2 

* Currie. 
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contrary cafe it is difeafed. Confidering the many dangers? 
to which man is expofed* it is furprifing that he ftiould re- 
main in health fo long ; and our aftoni foment increafes when 
we refledt how often he efcapes the dangers prepared by his* 
own hand. But parental nature frequently repairs the injury 
in a manner unknown to us. To fit down {upinely with a no- 
tion, that if the Majefty of Heaven wills us to die, we certain- 
ly foall, in the ufe of meansto prolong life ; and if He wills the 
contrary, we lhall live, in the negledt of thofe means, is a con- 
duct unfcriptural and abfurd. Difeafe may be confidered the 
confequence of the moral or rather immoral condudl of man> 
in deviating from a line prefcribed by his Maker. 

The powers of life may be compared to the oil in a lamp t 
in time they will be exhaufted : they may be fupported or di- 
minifoed : when exhaufted death invariably clofes the dra- 
ma. Death from mere old age, may be compared to the ex*- 
tinftion of the light when the oil is all confumed ; and death 
from difeafe, to the blowing out of the light, when the oil is- 
not all confumed, and might have burned longer. There are 
laws in nature, by which man may arrive to maturity, to the 
fiimmit of health and vigor ; and there are laws, by which his 
powers of life are lefiened and finally exhaufted. There 
are the “ bounds which he cannot pafs.” 

In order to extend the common term of life, mankind muft 
be perfuaded to return to that primeval ftate of nature, fromi 
which, hiftory furniflies us almoft incredible inftances of lon- 
gevity. The antideluvians enjoyed an uninterrupted ftate of 
health ; their manner of living and vegetable diet was Ample- 
and not injurious. They had little need to attend to their 
health, as the feeds of difeafe Were little fcattered in fuch su 
ftate. We have deferted from the fimple mode of life, which 
prevailed in the primitive ages. We have acquired our im- 
proved ftate of mental culture, by facrificing to it much of our 
bodily welfare. We are left accuftomed to confult what na- 
ture requires, with r&fpe& to diet, mode of life, clothing, &c. 
than to follow faftiions^ cuftoms, and our own difordered in- 
clinations* 

The defire of long life, is inherent in all animal life, and es- 
pecially fo in human nature 5 and the poflibility of prolonging it 
was never doubted by the orientals. The circumftances which*, 
favor* the attainment of long life, are, 

1. Defcent from long lived anceftors, or a certain bodily and 
mental difpofition to longevity. 

2. A gradual growth of the faculties, both of body and mind*. 
-—Too early an exertion of the powers either of body or mind r 
is deftruttive. The paths of nature ihould be followed, and 
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»every thing which haftSns the evolutions of the natural pow- 
ers, and every exertion of ftrength difproportionable to the 
ability of the individual, fhould be avoided, as of dangerous 
tendency. The age of man bears a certain proportion to 
the growth of his various powers. The defign of nature is 
that man {hould live longer than moft of the lower ani mals \ 
he of courfe requires a longer fpace of time to develope the 
faculties both of body and mind. Nature refents every out- 
rage committed on her treafures, and feldom fails to pnnifh 
the tranfgrefior with lingering difeafe or -early fiiflolution. 

3. Inuring ourfelves to the habits of fupporting and refilling 
the various impreffions of external agency. — Man is capable of 
undergoing the viciffitudes of air, weather and climate, and 
can digeft any article of food, if his ftomach has not been wan- 
tonly indulged, without minute attention to time and regulari- 
ty, if his duty or employment renders itneceflary; but he who 
has been brought up tenderly (as it were in a hot-houfe) or he, 
who has been previoufly accuftonaed to a hardy mode of life, 
and is feiaed with a whim of beftowing too much attention to 
his health, will fuffer from fmall caufes, and take cold at 
every change of the air, &c. 

4. Moderate exercil'e both of body and mind. — This adds to 
the powers of life, and is greatly conducive to the object in 
queftion. Equanimity, or that ftate of mind which is not dif- 
quieted by its own exertions, in mental refearch or other ob- 
jects, is conducive to long life. Fatigue of mind is ruinous to 
the body. Profound fpeculation, where the mind is continual- 
ly abforbed in abftrufe inquiry, exhaufts the powers of life, and 
brings premature old age. 

5 .A fteady and equal progrefs throughlife. — He whom neither 
joy convulfes, nor melancholy corrodes, whofe drama of life is 
not chequered by too fudden viciffitudes, may expert, with feme 
probability, a long enjoyment of that life to which he has be- 
come habituated. Grief deftroys digeftion, and relaxes the fyf- 
Aem. Fear weakens and difpofes to difeafe. Anger inflames, 
and fometimes produces immediate death. AH<the paffions, 
when carried to excefs, bring on formidable difeafes. 

6. Temperance in eating and drinking, — There is icarcely an 
inftance of any perfon, who lias attained uncommon longevity, 
who has not been regular in his diet and manner of living. 
Every one fhould ftudy his own conftitution, and regulate his 
mode of life accordingly? he fhould make his own experience 
his guide in what he finds moft fuitable and convenient. A 
found ftate of digeftion greatly favors the attainment of ad- 
vanced age * and there is not a furer fymptom of approaching 
difiolution in aged perfons, than complaints of indigeftion. Thofe 
who wifh to pyeferve a found ftate of digeftion will obferve 
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temperance . We are liable to commit great errors both ihf 

Quantity and quality of food, but efpecially the former % 
and every fatiety is an outrage on the powers of digfeftion, 
Which is of the utmoft confequence to the welfare of the indi- 
vidual. He who eats flowly and moderately at feverai difhes 
of food, will left injure his ftomach, than one who eats immod- 
erately of one Or two favorite articles. We ought to eat 
much as is neceflary to fupply the wafte fuf&red by the body, 
and that Jlotufy as the Hidden expanfion of the ftorhach is in- 
jurious, by dimmifhing the elafticity of its fibres. He wh<* 
tats flowly, will feel himfelf fatisfied when he has received a 
due quantity 9 but he who fwallows his food too quickly,' 
without proper maftication, will only think he has eaten enough 
when the food occasions a fenfe of weight and preflure. Eat 
of one hind of meat at one time ; but at all events efcft of that 
difli firft which is the moft palatable. This is an important 
rule, and he who obferves it, is in little danger of overloading 
his ftomach. Food Ihould be taken moderately, well mafticat- 
ed, and with a ferene mind : it fhould be taken at proper inter* 
N vals ; early in the morning ; at noon, and not protract the hour 
of fupper until the time which nature points Out for reft. The 
tnoft Ample food is the moft falubrious, and every perfon ought 
to attend to the effect which the various aliments produce, and 
judge for himfelf. Animal food, when too freely ufed, tends to 
a putrefcent ftate of the fluids ; and vegetable food is acefcent, 
and corrects the putrefcent tendency of animal ; hence about 
three fourths of vegetable food, and one fourth of animal, are 
the proper proportions \ and by this due mixture we may avoid 
the difeafes arifing from a too free ufe of either. 

We might to take drink only when nature requires, and then 
in fmall quantities. The general rule may be to take about 
double the quantity of liquids, to the dry food ; however this 
wiH not apply in all cafes, the feafbn, weather, cold, heat, nature 
of the food, and more or left exercife, require more or left drink 
at one time than at another. The ftomach ought fcev^r to be 
diftended with liquids, as is often the cafe, oCcaftoning a fenfe 
of weight, fluctuation, &c. 

Thus by inuring ourfelves to the unavoidable difficulties of 
life v moderate exercife both of body and mind ; obferving a 
and equal progrefe, efpecially as it refpefts the mind, to- 
gether with a ftrift adherence to temperance, we may ftipport 
tne powers of life until an advanced age. But "he, who is liter 
the troubled ocean, regarding neither a r^gdlar mode of Rfe, 
nor the rules of temperance, will reap the fruit of his dwh do- 
ings, be tormented by painful difeafe, "and 'perhaps his lamp 
will be blown out at noon. 

fnne t 180 A# G— — — • 
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Egyptian 

. f The following papers on the murodu^ion aod cpUi uauon of the Egfftiyk 
fAilLt into this country, wcre-ndl published by the Malfechufetts Agriculture 
Society, the prrfent year. Through the pbhtenefs of Mr. Webfter, the Edi- 
tor has been favored wish a Quantity of this fpecits of grain, afpecimen of which 
ne now enclofes to each of pis agents, in all ditfeveral tpWns wheje the RegiC* 
\er is ciiculated.* In this way the feed W’ill be Icattere'd, And the knowledge of 
it dilTeminated in all the New^ngland States. It yet remains to be determined 
by *furtlicr eKperiihents and oblervation, Tiow far This fpecies of grain may be 
profitably ?pd fuccefsfuily cultivated by the .people ip tnefe Stares, or whether 
it (hall in part lupercede the cultivation of oats or Indian corn, for which ?t 
feems it ihay be m fotne degree a fubftitute, particularly as a feed for poultry, 
horfes, &c. for whifch k is laid to be exceedingly good. Tbofe who may baJfc 
the eprioiity to.t^e this feed, or make an epeperiraent with it on th^ir farms, wij! 
call on the^Ageius for the Regiller in their refpoclive towns. Anjd thofe gentle- 
Ynen, who maty at any time, come into the pofTeflRon of any choice or nrrfe 
fund, of reed, wfcedier of grain or of gmfe, which they may wifli to fee experih 



jthis method of tliffipfing it extenfively abroad. A Mo, tbofes gentlemen, 
from the opportunity now prefented, Stall be difpofed to m^ke trial of the 
Egyptian mlfet , are Solicited to communicate tpc remit of their experience 
Another year.j 


Portfmouth , (N. H.) Dec. 5 , 1805 * 


DEAR SIR, 


IN cokiplfcmcfe with yoiit* hequeftj.t JiaVfc made inquirf 
<f£ tjpe fevered gentlemen in this neighborhood, who have cul* 
jivstted <he new fyecies of grain, which is Jiere generally called 
Jerafakm wheat, refpetfting its hi ftot*y, culture, and properties, 
xhe irefoit of which is t 

That two years laft fpring a few feeds of ft lingular kind of 
Jgrswn, which were found in a crate of ware, at Exeter, were 
dWndn a garden there ; the novel appearance of which, in the 
-fall of the year, attracted the attention of many, and among 
dotbers, of a Mr. Gofs, of Greenland ,-taho4hinking it neceffarjr 
/to-give it fome name, called it Otaheite corn j he procured 
dbme of the feed, and fowed it the next year on his farm, and 
equate Col. Walker apd his fon faw it. The fou had feen a 
defeription of grain, called Jerufalem wheat, cultivated in Ire- 
land, publifhed in the Dublin Magazine, by the Agricultural 
-Society there, which was republilhed in one of our papers, ancl 
concluded, this to be the fame fpecies of grain. Col. Walker 
..procured of Mr. Gofs a fmall quantity of the grain, and dis- 
tributed it to feveral gentlemen of this town, who raifed it ip 
their gardens. Col. Walker, On the twentieth of May, 
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fowed one and a half jill in drills* two feet apart, but fet the 
Jeed in the drills as thick as he would any fmall feeds j the 
inconvenience of which he difcovered foon after it came up ; 
but he fuffered it to grow notwithftanding : the foil was high, 
dry, and gravelly, and fome butchers, without Col. Walker’s 
knowledge, had buried a quantity of blood there the year be* 
fore, which burnt up the grain at one end of the drills, extend- 
ing nearly one quarter the length of them ; he hoed it twice 
to kill the weeds ; the ftalks grew about fix feet high. The 
^produce which was gathered on the tenth day of Odtober, 
amounts to one and a half bufliel. 

Col. Moses Woodward obtained about half a jill of feed, 
and fowed two rows of it in a field, on the eighteenth day of 
April ; the rows were eighteen inches apart, and he dibbledf 
the feed at fix inches diftance, but the feed rotted in the 
ground. On the fourteenth of May, he planted in holes 
three feet by two and a half feet afunder, three hundred fixty 
holes in all, placing five kernels, at fuitable difiance, in each 
hole. The ground was ftiff, hard and cold clay, covered with 
about two inches of foil near a wall, and was broke up the fame 
fpring to deftroy the ford, was not manured, and was hoed 
twice to deftroy the weeds, but was not hilled, as in railing 
Indian corn. About three feeds from each hole came up, and 
produced generally three ftalks apiece, which grew about fix 
or feven feet high : the grain is formed in a head on the top 
of the ftalk. He gathered on this piece twelve hundred heads, 
which on an average, contained one jill of feed. On the third 
of June, he planted the remainder of his feed ; but being in- 
jured by the drought, it did not come to maturity. Col. 
Woodward thinks the time of planting Indian corn, is the 
proper time of fowing it, and that it fhouid be dibbled fix 
inches apart, in drills three feet wide. The ftalks and leaves 
make excellent fodder for horfes and cattle, but the value of 
the grain yet remains uncertain. Thofe who pretend to have 
feen it abroad, call it by different names, and defcribe it dif- 
ferently. The ftalk and leaves bear a near refemblance to 
Indian corn, and I believe it will be clafied in that genus, 
rather than be accounted any fpecies of wheat. In the de- 
scription of the Jerufalem wheat, the grains are faid to be large 

* Rows, 

+ ^Dibbling is a procefs in hufbandry which confifts in making perpendicular 
holes an inch and a half or two inches deep with a fimple inflrument provided 
with a number of tines for that purpofe, into which holes the feed is dropped 
and afterwards covered with a brufti harrow, where this fyftem is extenfively 
prafiiied' The fame may be done in a tefs expeditious way with a ila& 
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and round ; thefe are flat like the kernel of Indian corn. 
Mr. Cazeaux, the French commiflary here, {hewed fome of 
this grain to an Irifh gentleman, who called it the greater or 
larger millet, and faid it was common in Ireland. 

One gentleman in this town has been fo curious as to count 
the grains in one head, and found it to contain twenty-five 
hundred and fifty-four. If three of thefe heads are produced 
from one kernel, the increafe is very great. 

We have procured a fmall quantity of it to be ground and 
bolted, and have made it into bread of different kinds, but all 
of them prove very ordinary. Yeaft, or leaven, does not pro- 
duce any fermentation in it ; but when made into a batter and 
baked in thin cakes, it is palatable while warm. 

I have the pleafure of lending you fome of the flour, and a 
finall quantity of the grain for feed. If it will not anfwer for 
bread, it may be valuable for other purpofes. 

I am, very refpedtfuliy, 

your moft obedient fervant, 

NATHANIEL ADAMS. 

Hon. Dudley A. Tyng. 

Bojlotiy November 12, 1805. 

DEAR SIR, 

Last year I obtained a head of Egyptian millet, (Holcus 
Dura) weighing five ounces, the grain of which weighed four 
ounces. This was planted in April, in the manner of Indian 
corn, five grains in a hill, making three hundred and eighty- 
nine hills. From thefe, feventeen hundred and two heads 
were cut on the firft of October, and about fifty were broken 
off by the wind early in the feafon. The whole produce 
was feven bufhels of fair, clean grain. Comparing it with the 
fame number of hills of Indian corn, the produft was rather 
better, but the millet does not fpread fa far, and might have 
been doubled on the fame quantity of land 5 and two rows, 
planted in drills eight inches apart, with room for a horfe 
plough between the rows, proved that this would have been 
a better method of planting, than in hills nearly four feet 
apart. 

When Indian corn began to be injured by the drought, the 
millet grew more rapidly, and not a head was blafted. Some 
that was near a book, on cold tret land, was not ripe till late 
in Oftober ; that on warm loam was the fulleft and largeft, 
and early ripe ; that on warm gravel, earlier ftiil, but not fo 
large. One row I manured with plafter of Paris in the hills, 
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which was only one foot high, when the other wa$ three J 
a fpoonful of plafter was then put round each ftalk, and irf 
three weeks, it equalled the other in height. 

It is the opinion of fome farmers, that half an acre of good 
land will prodiice', with lefs expenfe, as much of this grain, 
as an acre will of barley, oats, or rye. 

I fend you a few heads, and will add fome of the flour, whert 
t get it from the mill ; and any of your friends that are difpofe^ 
to try it, may have as much of the feed as they will plant. 

1 am. Sir, year hiimble fervant, 

R. WEBStEk. 

Dr. Aaron Dexters 

To THfe Agents tor the Register. 

In the bundles of this No. of the Regifter, is inclofed a fmaft 
quantity of the Egyptian Millet , treated of in the foregoing pa- 
pers. Of this you will make a careful diftribution among thofe 
in your feveral towns, who may have the curiofity or difpofition 
to make trial of it another year < As was before obferved, fur- 
ther experiment and obfervation are neceffary, to determine 
how far the cultivation of this fpecies of grain may profitably be- 
come an objeft in American hufbandry ; and the folicitation is 
again repeated of fuch further information on this fubjeft as 
time and opportunity lhall offer. EDITOR. 


GOOD CIDER. 

DireBions for making fweet , clear Cider , that Jhall retain its 
fine vinous flavor, and keep good far a longtime in cajks , like wine. 

[From the N. Y. Commercial Adrertiffr.] 

There are perfons in this country, who have .for Jyearg bee® 
•in the habit of making a particular line? rich .and fweet Cideife 
which they fell from fix to ten dollars per barrel ; the method 
of doing it they have endeavored to keep a profound feqret. 

The writer of this being acquainted with the *art, is defirouf 
that all cider makers may profit by it; and takes this -method 
to make it more generally known. 

It is of importance in making Cider, that the mill, the pyefs, 
and all the materials be fweet and clean, and the ftraw clear' 
/from muft. To make good .Cider, fruit ihOuld be ripe (bnt 
not rotten) and when the apples are ground, if the juke isleljt 
in the. pumice 24?. hoars, *the Cider will be richer, fofte^, and 
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higher coloured ; if fruit is all of the fame kind, it is generally 
thought that the Cider will be better ; as the fermentation 
Will certainly be more regular, which is of importance. The 
gathering and grinding of the apples, and preiling out the 
juice, is a mere manual labor, performed with very little lkill 
in the 'operitioii : — but here the great art of making good 
Cider commences ; for as foon as the juice is prefled out, na- 
ture begins to work a wonderful change in it. The juice of 
fruit, if left to itfelf, will undergo three diftinft fermentations, 
fcll of which chahge the quality and nature of this fluid. The 
fir ft is the Vinous; the fetond the Acid, which makes it 
hard and prepares it for vinegar : by the third it becomes pu- 
trid. The firft fermentation is the only one the juice of ap- 
ples flioukl undergo to make good Cider. It is this operation 
that feparates the filth from the juice, and leaves it a clear, 
fweet, vinous liquor. To prefer ve it in this ftate is the grand 
fetrct ; this is done by fumigating it with fulphur, which 
checks any further fermentation, and preserves it in its fine 
vinous 'ftate. ( It is to be wiihed that all Cider makers would 
make a trial of this method ; it is attended with no expenfe, 
and but little trouble, and will have the defired effeft. I 
would recoihmend that the juice, as it comes from the prefs, 
be placed in open headed calks or Vats ; in this fituation, it is 
moft likely to undergo a proper fermentation, and the perfon 
attending may with great corre&nefs afcertain when this firjt 
fermentation ceaies ; this is of great importance and muft be 
•particularly attended to. The fermentation is attended with a 
hifling noife, bubbles rifing to the furface and there forming a 
foft fpungy cruft over the liquor. When this cruft begins to 
crack, and a white froth appears in the cracks level with th# 
furface of the head, the fermentation is about flopping. At 
this time the liquor is in the fine l genhirie clear ftate, tfnd 
muft ’be dflawn off immediately Into cffcah calks ; and this is 
fee tittle to foftiigite it with fuljihtrr. To do this, take a fti*ip 
“Of ctirivas or iteg, about two inches broad and twelve inches 
long, dip this into htelted fiilphtir, tfrid when a few pails-of 
worked Cider are ptit into the cafk, fet this match on fire and 
^hold it in the talk till it is confutired, { then bung the calk and 
fhake it that the liquor may incorporate with and retain the 
femes ; after this, fill the calk and bung it up. This Cider 
feould be lacked Off again the latter part of February, or firift 
of March ; ahd if nOt as clear as ybu with it, put in ifinglafs 
to fine it, and ftir it well ; then put the calk in a codl 
place wherfe it will not be difturbed, for the fining to fettle. 
Cider prepared in this manner ^wlll keep Tweet for years. 
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It is certainly of great importance to the people of America 
to cultivate the fruit that is natural to the foil of their country, 
and to make the moft of the fruit which the foil produces ; 
efpecially, when its produce is an article of value, spid of great 
eonfumption in this country. 

A Lover of Good Cider. 


Method <f preferving Cabbages fo as to have them good till late 
in the Spring • 

fFrom the New-England Farmer.] 

Make a trench in the drieft fandy ground, nine inches 
wide, and of equal depth ; in which, place a row of Cabbages, 
with the roots upwards, contiguous to each other. Fill the 
cavities about them with fome dry ftraw, and then fhovel the 
earth up to the (talks on each fide, almoft as high as the roots, 
fhaping it like the roof of a houfe. The Cabbages will cpme 
out in May as found as when they were put in, and the out- 
ter green leaves will be turned quite white. As they are not 
apt to keep well after they are taken out, two or three at a 
time may be taken as they are wanted for ufe, and the breach 
immediately clofed up with ftraw and earth as before* 


Extrafl of an Oration delivered by Dr. MlYCHILLy before the 
Agricultural Society of Nenv-York y on the 10/A of January 
1792 . 

Systematic Agriculture. 

“Hitherto, the American hufbandman has cultivated 
a foil, enriched for ages by the yearly addition of a freih 
ftratum of mould. From the firft exiftence of vegetation upon 
the dry land, decayed plants have continually furnifhed a fup» 
ply of manure, which the winds and the rain have liberally 
fpread abroad. As the fupply was annually greater than the 
eonfumption, the earth, unexhaufted by its productions, increafed 
in fertility. The thick layer of vegetable mould which covered 
the face of the earth was a ftore-houfe of food for plants, and 
their quantity was greatly increafed by the converfion of wood 
into allies by clearing. It is not wonderful then, that for 
fome years newly cleared fettlements fliould abound in pro- 
duce, and require little more labor than that of ploughing 
and reaping ; for during this period the provifion is wafting, 
which ior centuries had been accumulating. But the time 
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will come, and indeed in many places now is, when the land* 
repeatedly wounded by the plough-dare, and exhaufted of its 
richnefs, (hall be too weak, of itfelf, to make plants grow with 
their former luxuriance. This may be called the area of sys- 
tematic agriculture, when men taking the earth from nature’s 
hand, bare of manure, is fo to manage and difpofe it artificial- 
ly, that it (hall yield him firft a fubfidence, and then an over- 
plus to grow wealthy upon. How far art may go in this 
Ipecies of improvement is yet unknown, as the ultimatum of fer- 
tility has never yet been reached. As far as experiments have 
been made, we find the earth liberally affording its produce, 
in proportion to the labor and (kill bellowed m its tillage ; 
and as the ingenuity and invention of man may increafe to an 
unknown and inconfiderable degree, fo may the improvements 
and arrangements of hufbandry keep pace therewith, until the 
mod fruitful fpot that now exids, may produce a tenfold 
quantity, and the land which now fupports an hundred men, 
give equal enjoyment to a thoufand.” 


MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 


ARTICLE XXV. 


Remedy for Bots in Horfes • 


Cambden , Sept. \2tb } 1896L 

®R. ADAMS, 

In the 4th No. of “ The Medical and Agricultural 
Regifter,” Dr. R. Green, jun. has given the " Natural His- 
tory of the Horfe-Bee, with a Variety of Experiments and 
Obfervations on Bots,” made, hoping that they would lead to 
the difcovery of fome effectual remedy. 

Mr. Isaac Harrington, of this place, who is an old Farrier, 
fays « he has been many years in the habit of curing horfes 
of the bots with alum water ; and, that it has never failed 
with him of being effectual to detach the Bots from the coats 
of the horfe’s domach, and to difchiarge them without ever 
hurting the horle.” 

« But when the bots have worked through the coats of the 
domach, in which cafe, the matter difcharged from the horfe’s 
nofe looks as if it were mixed with the contents of the domach, 
he cannot be cured with alum water, nor any other remedy ; 
and, if it be then given to him, he dies immediately ; but, if 
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given before the bots have ^worked hojes through the cp?t$ 
of the ftomach, the horfe foon recovers, and after a few houii 
begins to difcharge the bots ; and, if he has worms, they alio’ 
are brought away with the bots. 

“ It is the larger fpecies of Horfq-Bee, which produces bots 
the fmaller produces only thq worms. 

« Half an hour before the alum yrater is given, in order fp 
prepare the horfe for taking it, give him a pint of milk mixed 
with half a pint of molafies, and give it in the fame manner ai? 
the alum water is to be given. 

“ For this ufe, new milk is preferred. Then, take twp 
ounces of crude alum coayfely powdered, diftolve it in 
a pint and a half qf warm water, and put it into a Jqnfc- 
bottle. 

“ Let the horfe be bridled with a ftrang bridle, by which 
raife his nofe, and faften it up, by tying the bridle to fome- 
thing firm above. Then introduce the nofe of the bottle into 
one of his noftrils, and pour down the alum water. 

« Burnt or calcined alum or crude alum powdered 
and mixed with the horfe’s provender^ will not anfwer the 
purpofe. 

“ If a horfe has worms only, bleed him the mouth, (in 
the fecond rib of the roof,) and give him two quarts of flax* 
feed ” 

Mr. Harrington affirms, " he has faved many valuable 
horfes in the above manner, even when they were fuppofed 
to be loft. 

Dr. Joseph Husp alfp confirms him. 

JACOB PATCH, 


ARTICLE XXVI, 

f A cheap and excellent Wine. 

TO fix gallons of new cider, add tw$ gallons of brandy, or \n 
that proportion. Let the brandy be well ipifed with the 
cider, and the cafk be kept full by filling up, during the fer- 
mentation. At the end of fix or eight weeks, you will have 
a liquor, which will not cpft more than about twenty-five cents 
by the gallon, pofieffing much the taftq ?ad fenfible qualities 
of wine, and inferior hardly to none. 

N. B. We have frequently witnefled the above procefs, and provided the 
calk be clean (if it he new it ought to be fcalded out with hot water) the cider 
well made, and good, be put in a cool place and the calk be kept full, it will 
lucceed, it is presumed, to the fatrifa&ion thofe who may be dilpofed to make 
the experiment. 
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Receipt for curing Hams . 

(From the Trenton True American.] 

For twenty-four hams, take fix pounds of fine fait, three 
sounds of coarfe brown fugar, or two pints of molaflfes, and 
one pound of falt-petre pounded fine 5 mix all thefe together, 
and rub every ham with the mixture, and pack them down in 
your calk ; let thein remain five or fix d^rs, then unpack 
them, and let thofe which were on the top, be put at the bottom 
of the calk, aiid fpripkle a little fait over them j fo let them re- 
main for five or fix days, and then make a pickle that will 
bear an egg, and pour over till it covers them $ fo let the 
whole remain for one month, and they will be fit for fmoke. 
For twelve harps, ufe the half of the above ingredients. 

Refult of Meteorological and other Obfervations , for September , 
1806 •, made at DeeRFIELD % WARWICK, , MaSON , PORTS - 4 
MOUTH , and SmitHFIMLD, (R. L) — For (he Medical and 
Agricultural Regifler . 


S>pt . 1806. 

Sr 

£J3S 

s- 
=1 « 

N 
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Rf V. 
< 3 *^ 

1 

Greatefi heat 
in the month. 

Leaf! heat in 
the month. 

Prevailing 

win^s. 

Deerfield 

55 

724 

65I 

9,&i7ds.86 c 

23d day 44 0 

S. 1 j days 

Warwick 

53 

72 

62% 

18 83 

24 36 

N.W. 16 days 

Mafon 

— 

— 

— 

18 88 

11 40 

N. W. 

Port (mouth 

564 

67 

6i| 

9,17,21 80 

24 42 

E’dly 15 days 

Smithficld 

59b 

68f 

e 5 

18,19 81 

29 

1 

wn w&Ni7d 


WEAT 

1 ft day , fair, cloudy, rain at even. to, 9 
* 2 ) rain, 0,95+ 1,25* - 

3 ) windy. 0,30+ 3,00* 

4I fair weather, 

5 1 flying (T laji quarter , 

6 ^clouds, foinetimes 

7 I Sunday, + o,2o 

8 J overcafl. 

9 lair, (hr. at even. thun. &light.o,2o* 
10 > fair ; froft on the tlth, 

li> Dear/. water froze in tubs. 
ie ram New Moon. 0,10+ 1,50* 

13 (hower, thund. & light. 0,70+ 9, jo* 
14] Sunday. 

i j I fair weather, the 17th a 

16 ^remarkably fine 

17 18th a little 
:o j fmoky. 


ds x 


her. 

19— fbower; \,5P* } frjl quarter 
20] more or 

21 f Sund. 

2 2 Mefs of clouds 

23 ] and fun-fhitic 

24 J each day. 

25— cloudy, fpiinkling of rain. +o,oj 
?6 cloudy, rain +0,20 0,10* 

27 cloudy, fair. Full Moon • 

28 J Sunday fair. 

29 > Smith, fome frofl, rain fo, to 

30 rain 0,25* 

Depth of water fallen in rain — War* 
wick 8,30 inches. — Smithjield 3,35 
inches. 


* Warwick. 


f. Smithfield* 
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Warwick) Sept, 180& 

On the morning of the nth, we had a hard froft on our low 
lands, which deftroyed every green thing that was fubjeft to its 
ravages, the hills remain green. Springs and ftreams of water 
are very low. 

The Jiate of health continues favourable. Wm. COBB, jr. 

Smithfield , Sept . SO, 1806. 

Rivers and ponds low for the feafon. Grafs and other veg- 
etables, not paft their feafon of growth, have (hot forth with 
new vigor, fince the commencement of this month ; and our 
fields and grafs lands which were parched and dry, are now 
covered with a new growth of verdure. Indian com nearly 
fit for harveft. Pompions have fucceeded well ; and it is be- 
lieved that potatoes will yield a good crop. 

The hooping or chin cough is prevalent in fome parts of this 
and the neighboring towns. A confiderable number of cafes 
of fever have occurred ; though it may be confidered, in gen- 
eral, heajthy. A Smithfield Subscriber. 

Deerfield , Sept. 30, 1806. 

Fevers have been unufually frequent among us the latter part 
of the fummer and in this month ; thefe, for about twenty-five 
years paft, have been almoft unknown in this town, but they 
have prevailed more oriels in the adjacent towns, even on high 
grounds. Formerly fevers were pretty certain to begin their 
ravages in this town in the Autumnal months ; in fome feafons 
whole families were fwept off by this difeafe. E. HOYT. 


N. B. “A Smithfield Svbfcriber” whole favors we are happy to acknowledge, 
it informed that his communications, if he has no way more direft, can be 
made to us through the hands of Mr. Henry Cushing of Providence. 
In that cafe it will be better that they fhould be forwarded early in the 
month. 
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MEDICAL. 

EjfeBs of Cold Water as a Remedy in Fever and other Difeafes. 

Preliminary Observations. 

A PHYSICIAN, ip (he exercife of his profefiion, pf? 
centimes finds it impoffible to render himfplf uf?ful to th$ 
full extent of his knowledge and (kill, by reafon of the pre- 
judices of his patient, or of his patient’s friends. On$ 
J)odtor, don’t give me opium” Another fays — “Pdh’t 
give me tuercury” And why is it that we never hear 3 
patient fay — Po&or, don’t give pie RU1VI. X$ it becaufe fewer 
of the human race have been deftroyed by the letter thap by 
the former ? furely no. That opium and mercury (or prep- 
arations from the latter) taken in unnatural quantities, may* 
in certain cafes, have been productive of evil, is not denied. 
The fame of rupi we have the moft abundant and melancho- 
ly proofs every day. People, however, do not break friend- 
ship with it, nor are they alarmed at the ufe of it. Tbefe are 
all, at times, very ufeful and neceflary in the hands of thofe 
who have {kill to advife, and judgment to diredt to the proper 
adrnlniftration of them. 

gecaufe f re-arms haye been ufed in killing people, the 
« careful Mother,” fo we have read at fchool, was panic (truck 
when “ Billy ” began to meddle with the gun, although he 
informed her there was cc no lock on it.” This good old lady 
was too .ignorant of the conftrudtipn and operations of this 
jnftrpment to know but that under every poffible circumftance 
and in all fituations, it was a thing equally terrific and danger- 
ops. {t is the fame with many intentionally well meaning 
people, as it refpedts fome certain mode of praftice or a par- 
ticular medicine. Becaufe that fome one told another gm 
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that fuch an one, was injured by it ; or, that a certain fome^ 
body, under mental derangement, or great depreffion of fpiritsr,, 
took a bottle full of it , and died \ and knowing nothing ra- 
tionally of its nature and operations, otherwise than that 
taken in fuch unnatural quantities it may kill people, therefore, 
they are oppofed to the adminiftration of it, even in thofe 
forms and in fuch cafes as daily experience proves it to be moft* 
falutary and ujefuL In this- way, the phyfician, many times, 
is oppofed, thwarted and perplexed, by the pitiful ignorance 
mi thofe with whom he has to do. 

What, therefore, Dr. Parkinfon obferves, in his “ Medical 
Admonitions ,” is moft ftrittly true ; that “ Medical men wifh 
not for ignorance, either in their patient or his friends ; they 
know that whilft exercififng’ the duties of their profeflion, the 
knowledge of the firf principles of medical fcience will always* 
yield them the ftrongeft. aid. * * * *. The friends of the 
fick, poflefied of this knowledge, and confequently apprized' of 
the principles on which the phyfician proceeds to obtain a; 
cure* can then more powerfully aid his endeavors ; nor is 
this all: they alfo gain a knowledge of the principles on 
which they ought to proceed for the prefervation of their own 
health.” 

To diffufe this knowledge of the fir ft principles of medical? 
fcience is one objett of this publication ; it is more efpecially 
fo at the prefent time, in the notice we now propofe to take 
of the “ Medical Reports” of Dr. Currie, 

“ On the effcEls of Water , cold and warm, as a remedy in 
Frner and other Diforders .” 

The fubjedl was introduced in the laft No. of the Regifter,, 
through the favor of a communication from Dr. Coffin, in which, 
the true theory of cold bathing and water-drinking was briefly 
iiluftrated ; and thofe who wifhed to be further informed on 
thefe fubje&s, were referred to the “Medical Reports.” But 
as thefe are fubjetts of fuch great importance, in fome un- 
derftanding of which, every perfon is in a meafure intereft- 
ed ; and as it is probable this work, # comparatively fpeaking,. 
will fall into the hands of but very few, excepting medical 
men, therefore, it has been thought proper to take fome fur- 
ther notice of it here. There is ftill another confideration 
urging to this duty j which,, however, is implied in the obfer- 
vations before, and which is, that the practice recommended 
by Dr. Currie is fo much in oppofition to the notions and: 
preconceived opinions of mankind, generally, that were a phy- 

♦There is a f mall and cheap abridgment of this work, printed by M* 
Edes, of Augiift&y well faited tor the ufc of families. 
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ficiari, under proper circumftances, to recommend it, fo long 
As people are unacquainted with faBs and the principles which 
Regulate it* he would be likely to meet with the mod extreme 
oppofitiori. What, for inftance, would people, in many places 
fay, were a phyfician to take his patient, burning with fever, 
out of bed, ftrip him naked, and pour over him four or jive 
gallons of cold water ? Yet this has aftually been done and 
with what fuccefs the “ Medical Reports ” inform us. 

“Dr. Wright, while on a voyage from Jamaica in *77?, 
being attacked with fever* on the third day of it, ordered three 
buckets of fait water to be thrown over him, which gave 
him infant relief ; and this being repeated on the two follow- 
ing days, removed every Symptom of difeafe. Another paf- 
Fenger, whofe attack from fever had began on Auguft 9, copi- 
ed the example and was reftored to health. A feaman, who 
originally communicated the fever to Dr. Wright, refufing 
proper afliftance, died. 

“In December* 1787, Dr. Currie, in feven CafeS of con* 
tageous fever,* threw cold water from a bucket upon the 
body of each patient ; and the whole recovered. An eighth 
patient died, with whom the pra&ice was omitted. In 153 
Cafes of which the Doffcor kept a regifter, the cure was chiefly 
entrufted to this remedy . 

“ The 30th regiment of Britifh infantry, irl particular, while 
quartered at Liverpool in 1792, afforded him an opportunity 
of trying this application with fome precifion* # * * *. The 
number infected in the whole was 58, of whom 2 6 had the 
difeafe in this way brought fuddenly to a clcfe ; but in the re-* 
maining 32 it ran its courfe. It was fatal, however, only to 
two, who had been weakened by vifiting the Weft-Indies and 
by being bled, and who befides had not received the cold afper - 
fion* not having been vifited by Dr. Currie till the 12th or 
14th day of the difeafe.^f 

There are, however, certain precife and definite rules of 
the utmoft importance to be noticed, which ever ought to 
govern and regulate this practice* 

“ The fafeft and moft advantageous time for Ufing the af» 
perfion or affufionj of cold water, is when the exacerbation 
[fever fit] is at its height, or immediately after its declination 

* It is what In popular language is called the Nervous Fever, and where 
par.icular fymptoms prevail, the Putrid Fever , being the common fever of 
ingland, of which the Do&Or is here fpeaking. 

f Tliefe quotations are from the Abridgment , noticed in a preceding note. 

J By af perfion or afufion the author raeaas the pouring of wa;er a*, 
patio* t s as for example, from a bucket. 

h 2 
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is begun. And this has led me almoft always to direft it to 
be employed from fix to nine in. the evening ; but it may be 
fafely ufed at any time of the day,, when there is no fenfe of 
chillinefs prefent , when the heat of the furface is Jleadily above 
•what is patural , and when there is no general or profife fenfble 
perforation* — Tliefe particulars* obferves the Dodtor, art: of 
the utmoft importance. 

<c If the affufion of cold water on the furface of the body- 
be ufed during the cold ftage of the paroxyfm of fever [in 
popular language, when the fever fit is off] the refpiration is 
nearly fufpended $ the pulfe become fluttering, feeble, and of 
incalculable frequency ; the furface and extremities become 
doubly cold and fhrivelled, and the patient feems to ftruggle 
with the pangs of inftant diffolution. * # This remedy, 
therefore, fhould never be ufed when any confiderable fenfe 
Of chillinefs is prefent. 

2. “ Neither ought it to b<* ufed, when the heat, meafur- 
cd by the thermometer, is lefc than, or only equal to die na- 
tural heat. 

% « It is alfo neceffary to abftain from the ufe of this rem- 
edy when tire body is under prof ufe fenfible perfpiration. * # 

1 * *. After the fweating has continued fome time and flowed* 
freely, cfpecially if the body has remained at reft, either the 
affufion or immerfion is attended with danger, even though* 
the heat of the body, at the moment of uling it, be greater tha» 
natural.” 

The cold afperfion, Dr. Curr*e further obferves, “ cannot 
be employed too foon after the firft attack, provided the 
original chill is over, and the hot ftage is fairly eftablifhed.’* 

On the firft and fecond days of fever, the difeafe often in- 
ftantly vanifheS with one afperfion, and fometimes on the 
third, but on the fourth day this is rare. Each afperfion, how- 
ever, inftandy removes the fymptoms, and a few repetitions o£ 
it, on the fucceflive returns of the paroxyfm, in two or three 
days happily terminate the difeafe, with none or trifling aid 
from medicine. 

After each afperfion, the body being haftily dried with 
towels, the patient is put to bed, when a gentle diaphorefis or 
fweat breaking out, he ufually falls into a calm and quiet fleep- 

" The cold affufion generally reduces the heat from 2 to 6 
degrees of Fahrenheit’s thermometer,, and the pulfe finks by 
it from 2 to above 20 beats in the minute. 

“ After a number of days in the progrefs of fever, the cold 
affufion is to give place to the tepid, [warm] and the tepid 
affufioh in various cafes is to give way after a time to moifc 
tening and walking the body.” 
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Though the patients were often ftartled at the firft pro- 
posal of dafbing the cold water over them, yet, after one trial, 
there was feldona any difficulty in perfuading them to havp 
it repeated- The effects were in general highly grateful and 
refre&ing to their fenfations. * # * *. At firfl I ufed freih 
water; afterwards frefh water mixed with vinegary and laftly, 
a faturated folution of fea-falt in water. 

“ When the afFufioo of water, cold or tepid, is not employ- 
ed in fever, benefit may be derived, though in an inferior degree , , 
by fponging or wetting the body with cold or warm vinegar 
or water.” 

Such are fame of the leading doflrines contained in the 
Medical Reports.” Phyficians will not content thcmfelves 
with this brief (ketch of the work ; they will rather poflefs the 
vo 1 umes # themfelves. This Iketch, however, may ferve the 
purpofe for which it was intended ; which, as we apprehend, 
having been Efficiently illuftrated :by fome previous obferva- 
tions, is already well underftood. 

Her6 then is a remedy, which, Judicioufly administered, 
•promifes to be greatly fuccefs&il i« a difcafe which forms one 
of the wideft outlets to human life $ ever accoffible and near 
at hand ; a remedy, which Heaven, in its benevolent purpofes, 
has fcattered with a rich profufion over »the whole earth. It 
runs down from our mountains^ it flows in ojur . rallies ; yvitb 
it our rivers are filled, and the feas are full- 

The ufe of cold water as a bath, or fprinking, or wetting 
the body with cold water, has been occafionally pra&ifed as a 
remedy in fever, both in ancient and modern times. Of this 
we have an inilance in the “ bilious malignant fever? which 
prevailed in the country adjacent to Dartmouth College, in the 
fujxunoer of 479.8, an account of which, by Dr. Lyman 
Spalding, will be found in the 3d vol. of the Medical R*~ 
pofoorfyy from which the following extras is taken. 

. “The moft dependence was placed on the cold bath 9 whea 
the 'fit was on. This infallibly gave inflant and affonifhing 
relief. * * * *. The cold bath was generally applied, by 
laying the patient naked upon a thick blanket, then fprinkling 
him and the blanket with the coldeft water ; the wetted 
blanket was wrapped round him, and fuffered to remain till 
it became warm, when it was thrown off and fprinkled a 
fecond time, thus reducing the heat to the (landard of health. 
The cold bath ferved only till the crifis of the fever ; after- 
wards it was as diftre fling and painful as heretofore it was 
.invigorating and pleafant. Many patients have bean in- 
jured by a continuation of the bath .after the crifis.” 

* Two volt*n*e$, £vo. jd Tdiiien, 
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But the affufion or pouring on of cold water, according tp 
Dr. Currie, is a preferable way. His words are u the applica- 
tion Jhould he fudden and momentary” But what we have par- 
ticularly to admire in the Medical Reports is the confpicuous 
light reflected on a fubjeCt, which before was perplexed with 
contradictions and many contending fafts. But the laws 
€€ by which the affufion of cold water ought to be regulated ” being 
now underftood, we readily fee in what way thefe difficulties are 
to be reconciled. We now underftand that the fame remedy 
in the fame difeafe, but applied at different feafons of the difeafe, 
fhall under thefe different circumftances, prove to one <c a fa- 
vour of life” and to another, “ a favour of death .” But thefe 
laws, fo fays the Author, cc having now been afeertained by 
ample experience, practitioners will, I truft, find themfelve^ 
directed in fafety in the future ufe of this powerful remedy.^ 


For the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

Management of the Sick. 

THERE is always much fcope for the exercife of diferetion 
in the management of fick people. This is better underftood 
and praCtifed in the larger towns than in the country ; it is 
however not enough attended to any where. 

I have been frequently embarraffed when feated by my par 
tient, particularly if a female, to obferve half a dozen imper- 
tinently curious fpeftators, who took no intereft in the welfare 
of the fick, but were merely collecting materials for their own 
empirical praCtice, or goffiping tattle, or were actuated by 
fome other (for fuch there are) more cenfurable motive. 

A mother, an aunt, or After, or fome attendant, capable of 
anfwering inquiries and of receiving directions, and especially 
capable of keeping filence when (he has nothing to fay, {hould 
be prefent, and this is enough. More than once have I wit- 
neffed a fick chamber furrounded with wet eyes and gloomy 
faces, all directed to the fick man, juft as he was waking from 
the frightful fleep of a feveriffi ftate. 

The expreffion of this folly could be nothing lefs, at leaft 
to his timid imagination, than a perfuafion in their minds^ 
that he was about to leave the world. Thefe intruders fliould 
be as carefully barred from the houfe of fiejenefs, as (hould 
the wild religionift. 

It is poffible that fome individuals of both thefe claffes may 
mean well ; but if fo, they are tp b$ thanked for the intention 
only, becaufe they have not the power of doing good. The 
ppe endangers the health of the body, the other the fanity of 
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ffhe mind. The former character is the.reverfe of that of an 
enlightened fympathetic friend, whofe head knows how to ex- 
ecute the di&ates of his heart ; the latter is the oppofite of 
an humane, fenfible divine, who knows how to adminifter 
comfort and infpire hope, as well as to convey inftrutlion, 
.and enjoin obedience to the precepts of a fublime and rational 
^religion. G. 


Far the MEDICAL an*b AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

fDR. ADAMS, 

HAVING accidentally met with the London Monthly 
‘Magazine of September laft, I was much pleafed with the ob- 
servations accompanying the €t Report of Difeafes fo much 
f £o, that I have made the following exlra£t> and enclofe it to you, 
in hopes that you will think it worth a place in your ui'eful 
Regifter. HUMANITY. 

The morbi infancies [difeafes of children] appear particu- 
larly prominent in the above lift. Indeed in every former cat- 
alogue which has been prefixed to thefe reports, the diford ers 
^of children have conffituted a large and very difproportional 
lliare. 

It has been eftimated that one-fourth of the human race are 
arrefted in their evanefeent career of life, before the Sun which 
had witnefled their birth, has completed one of its annual revo- 
lutions. This furely is not an original and invincible decree of 
nature ; with more propriety is it to be attributed to the artifi- 
cial management and medical mal-treatment of ’children in the 
'incipient ftage of theiT being. Thefe little vi&ims awaken our 
, compaflion, perhaps the more, becaufe they are not themfelvet 
confcious how-unnecefiary are the pains which they are made 
to fuffer, and how often, by the direftion of ignorance or folly, 
they are nurfed and phyficked out of exiftenec. 

The thread upon which infantile life depends, is of fo fine 
and delicate a texture, that, unlefs it be with the utmoft ten- 
dernefs and caution, one could not touch it without endanger- 
ing its continuity. 

The adminiftration of medicine in the way that, in fuch 
-cafes, it is too generally applied, appears inconfiftent with the 
mod obvious and obtrufive fuggeftions of common fenfe, as 
well as with the precepts of an undebauched philofophy. The 
fonftantly meddling with a watch, the maker of it will tell you* 
cannot fail to injure its ftru&ure, and fpoil the healthy regu- 
larity of its movements ; and the fame obfervation is applicable 

the hitman machine, which in a child is equally fragile ant 
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complicated, at the fame time it is vaftly fuperior in the dignity 
of its deftiny, and in the incalculable importance of its organ- 
ization. It often happens, that a being is fcarcely born, before 
he is dofed to death. The only draughts which an infant 
requires, are thofe which he ingurgitates from the bofom of his 
mother, or inhales from the atmofphere around him. 

Keep him uniformly and accurately clean, and allow him a 
fufficient quantity of air, nourifliment, and exercife, and the in- 
ftances would be rare indeed, which prefented any ufe for the 
naufeous and noxious intrufion of do£l ors % and of drugs. 

We ought to feel a painful degree of timidity and fcepticifm 
with regard to the infantile fubje£ts of our care ; but difeafe, 
When it attacks perfons of an adult age and vigorous habit, 
requires a more thah ordinary degree of energy and decifton ** 

in. ■ 
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j in Account of Improvements prattifed in Lunenburg on Meadow 

Lands : Communicated in a letter by the Rev. T. FLINT , dated 

Lunenburg Nov. io, 1806. 

tfeAR SIR, 

In compliance with your reqtteft, I fend you a Iketch ctf 
the mode of cultivating meadows, now in operation, and m 
progrefe in this town. 

The meadow, or feftion, is firft ditched, fo as entirely to 
drain it, and to throw the fields into fquare, or oblong figures, 
marked off by ditches. Then with a hoe, conftru£led for 
the purpofe, and fharpened to a keen edge, beginning in a 
line with the ditch, the whole furface to the depth of two, 
or three inches is cut off in winrows equal in width to the 
length of the hoe. The turf thus cut off is left to dry 5 fcnd 
when dried, is burned, either in winrows or heaps, as is 
moft convenient. The whole field is then entirely free from 
fward, covered with a coating of peat-afliea, and as level as 
a garden. The afiies are fpread evenly with a rake, or brufh- 
harrow, and the field is then fitted for the reception of the 
feed, which is covered in the ufual method. Winter rye has 
generally been the crop, though winter wheat, oats and corn 
have been fuccefsfuliy cultivated in this way. The meadow, 
after one crop, is laid down with herds-grafs, which catches and 
thrives furptifingly. It is prefumed, that the a 61 ion of fire 
in burning the turf, penetrates to a confiderable depth, and 
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caufes a Tolutiofi of the adhefive, and clayey texture of the 
meadow eartn, and contributes with the afhes to produce the 
luxuriance of vegetation, which fucceeds this mode of cultiva- 
tion. 

Hie man who firft introduced it, had a confiderable trail of 
deep, boggy meadow, covered witli a coat of white mofs, im- 
pervious to the fun-beams, and which afforded a fafe retreat 
for the water-adder. It yielded a tall courfe kind of haffock- 
grafs, the fpires of triangular fhape, and with ed^es which cut 
the hand if drawn rapidly through it. It was a fodder which 
barely fubfifted young cattle, and was often dragged from the 
meadow, after being fifhed out of the water, upon a fled. In a 
very dry autumn, fire was accidentally communicated to the 
meadow, and continued to fpread until the furface of an acre 
and an half Was burned off to the depth of nearly three inches. 
iFor the fake of experiment only, and with a view to obtain 
fodder, he threw in twenty quarts of winter rye ; the produce 
was twenty-eight bufliels. He then commenced the mode of 
cultivation in queftiofi, with uniform and equal fuccefs. It is 
now praftifed upon all kinds of meadow-land, and this autumn 
prefented us with a view of columns of fmoke afeending from 
the low lands on every fide, refembling the burning of a new 
country. 

In the meadows Which I vifited the pad fummer, the rye 
was the thicked and tailed I had ever feen, and yielded, it is 
faid, about thirty bufliels to the acre. The grafs upon mead- 
ows of lad year’s cultivation was proportionally luxuriant and 
heavy ; ana they are now edimated our mod productive lands. 

In the fed ftages of fpring the uniform and vivid vetv 
^ure of the rye on thefe level bottoms, only interrupted by the 
black outline of the ditches, contraded with the faded and fick- 
!y hue of the furrounding high-lands, prefents a view, indeferi- 
bably beautiful and refrefhing. Imagination heightens the 
comrad ; thefe fields now as “ the garden of the Lord,” were 
lately tangled with ufelefe vegetation, affording retreats for liz- 
ards, the water-ferpent, and every unclean bead. 

The whole procefs of cutting off the furface, and burning it, 
is perfeflty Ample ; and the experrfe it is faid, but little more 
than that of breaking up new Award. Should it gain fufficient 
‘ftrerrgth by general adoption and patronage, to drain and ferti- 
lize the vad trafts of derile meadow, from which now exhale 
peftilential vapors, fo prolific in producing the mod deadly 
epidemics, it will not only increafe the plenty, but ameliorate 
the atmofphere, and contribute to the healthfulnefe of our 
country. 

I am, fir, your friend and humble fervant, 

'Dr. D. A* ams. T. FLINT. 
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Remarks . — The Gentleman will accept our thanks for fbc 
foregoing very obliging communication. The fftbje£l is very- 
important to farmers, at prefent not well underftood, and who 
•therefore mud be exceedingly interefted in knowing every pro- 
rCefe, with the fuccefs attending it, which in different place® 
may be adopted for the improvement of this defcription of 
lands. Our meadows , undoubtedly, are our richeft and moft 
valuable foils, capable of being rendered the moft produftivq, 
and, at the fame time, have been the moft neglefted of any 
defcription of lands in our country. Of late, however, the 
fubjeft feems tp have excited more attention. In Groton and 
Littleton , particularly, improvements are making of this nature. 
We fhould be much obliged to any of our friends in thofe 
places for an account of the procefs purfued by them for the 
improvement of their meadow-lands, which, we believe^ 
differs materially from the one adppted in Lunenburg (by*Jthc 
Englifh hufbandmen called “paring and burning ”) In doing 
this they would not only confer on us a favor, but on 
the community a public benefit ; as the progrefs and fuccefs of 
labors of this nature will very much depend on knowing what 
has been done already, how it has been done, at what cxpenfe^ 
under what circumftances, and with what fuccefs. 


MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES, 


ART. XXV. Moral and Phyfical Thermometer . 

T HE following very curious Moral and Phy fical Thermom* 
*ter is the invention of the celebrated Doftor Rush, of Phila» 
delphia, and is a moft happy fpecimen of the ingenuity of that 
enlightened and confummate Phyfician. The Doftor affumes q 
on this fcale as the divifionary point between temperance and 
intemperance. All above o is temperance ; all below o is in- 
temperance ; and either way we advance 70 degrees, which der 
gree at the top of the fcale ranges with water, and is the high- 
eft degree of temperance, producing health and wealth. The 
fame degree at the bottom of the fcale ranges with rum, gin f 
brandy, whifkey, and Jamaica fpirits, taken during the day and 
night , which is the lowed degree of intemperance or fottifh* 
nefs, the concomitants of which are, murder , fuicide , apoplexy ^ 
death, and the GALLOWS ! 

A more particular defcription of the way in which this fcale 
is to be read and underftood, it is conceived would be unnecet 
fary. We will only obferve further, that this little inftrument, 
in our opinion, is moft happily calculated for extenfive ufeful- 
nefs ; it ought to become general ; and every man quitting 
home and his family for the grog-fhop and the bottle, without it, 
ought to be efteemed equally prefumptuous as the mariner 
who iliouid put to fea without a eompafs. 
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jk. Moral and Physical THERMOMETER : Or, 

A Scale of the Progress of TEMPERANCE and 
/ INTEMPERANCE. 

j LIQUORS, with their EFFECTS, in their ufual Order. 


•7o— 

60— 

«° — j 

40— 

80— I 


WATER, 


20— 


•m 


Jo— 


10 — 


TE M P E RANGE, 

r 


Milk and Water, 

| Vinegar and Water, 
Molaflcs and Water, 


jSmall Beer, 
Cider, 
Wine, 
Porter, 
Strong Beer, 


>< 


Health, Wealth, 

Serene ty of mind, 
Reputation, long life, an4 
Happineft. 

Cheer fulnefs. 

Strength and 
Nourilhment, when 
taken only at 
meals, and in moderate 
quantities. 


So— 


30- 


40- 


50 — j 


60- 


Punch, 

Toady, 


intemperance. 


G 


rog, 


Slings, 


S Bittersinfpf- 
ed in fpirits. 

f Rum, Gin, 
Brand y, 

4 Whifkey, 

1 &Jani.Spir- 
^its in mom. 

j ) 5 Do. during 

( dayScvight. 


>< 



VICES, " 

1 

Idlenefs, 

Pcevifhnefs, 

Quarrelling, 

Fighting, 

Lying, 

Swearing, 

Obfcenity, 

Fraud, 

Anarchy, 

Hatred of juft 

government. 

Murder, 

^ SUICIDE. J 


fDlSE ASESO 

Gout, 

Sicknefs, 

Puking, and 
Tremors ol the 
hands in the 
morning, 
Bloatednefs, 

Inflamed eyes, 

Red nofe &face. 

Sore and fweiled 
legs, , . 

^Jaundice, J 
‘ Pains in the lin>bs, ' 
and burning in 
the palms ofthe 
hands, and foies 
of the feet, 

Dropfy, 

Ideotifm, 

Madnefs, 

Palfy, 

Apoplexy, 

DEATH. J 


f PUNISH- 
MENTS. 

Debt, 

Blackeyes, 

Rags, 

Hunger, 


Alms- 

houfc, 

Work- 

houfe, 

WhippMjg* 

Poll, ’V 
State -Piif- 

OTl, 

GAL- 
{ LOWS. 
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Rfilt of Meteorological and other Obfervations, fir Othber, 
1806 ; made at Deerfield, Warwick, Mason, Ports - 
mouth , Smithfield, (R. I.)— and Hartford* (Conn.) 


Och 7 *r, 1806. 

«*> 

jEr v* 

R 

if* 

Mean degree 
oj the month . 

Create/ heat 
in the month. 

Leaft heat in 
the month . 

Prevailing 

wind*. 

52 - 

c 

K 


1 

Deerfield 

38 

6if 

49 *' 

4th day. 8o° 

30th day 33® 

WMIy I5days 



2 

Warwick 

39 r 

5 «i 

49 

1 

74 

23 

28 

N.W. 16 dap 


1 

1 

Mafon 

— 

— 

*~ 

— • 

— 

— 

— ' 

. 


- 


Portfmouth 

43 i 

57$ 

5 °i 

4 

72 

*3 

34 j Variable. 




Smithfield 

4 7 t 

59i 

54r 

4 

74 

25 

31 

|n. w. 19 days 



1 

Hartford 

39 $ 

625 

5 1 * 

4 

79 

*5 

23 

W.&N.W. 





lfl day, Smithf. people beginning to 


weather. 


harveft Indian corn, 
fair} brifk 
winds 

Sunday, and 
^ fomc 
clouds 
on the 4th. 
foggy on the 9th. 


}) lajl quarter. 


9, 

10 J . , 1 3' 

it — rair, cloudy. new moott. 

12 — Sund. cloudy, rain at even. 0,5,5+ . 
Depth of water fallen in rain — IVarmck 


— rain, fair P. M. o,to+ 1, S°t 
»S| >6, 17. *8,19, BO, 21, J lair 

1 23, 24, 25, 26, B7, 28, 29, < weather 

— Snow, b &an about fun-rife, 
Deer/, fell 6 inches — Wario. 

8 inch. Port/, melted as faft as it 
fell — Smithf. depth of water in 
fnow, 0,70 — Hartf mof»»ate 
fnow and rain, 

— cloudy, Deerf. and Warm., fair,; 
fnow of ytflerday tnoflly gont 
to day . 

1,50 inch — Smithfield 


Warwick, OB. i$o<£. 

Obfervations. Springs and dreams of water much lower 
than common at this time of year : the furface of the earth, 
however, is tolerably rnoid. 

Out corn was confiderably damaged by tthe froft of tfhe 1 ith 
ult. People generally employed in the narved about the Bth. 

A much larger quantity of cider has been made than was 
expe&edw An apple-tree planted 25 years ago, by Mr. Abra- 
ham Barnes, now meaforing 16 inches diameter, has this year 
produced him 12,500 apples, meafuring 50 bulhels. 

Tolerably healthy -for the feafon : fome fevers of the iriflamma- 
tory kind ; bilious complaints, alvine fluxes, and bad colds are 
the prevailing diforders. W. C. 

Smithfield, 0 Bober, lflo6. 

Springs and rivers very low. The month has been very 
cold ; efpeciaily the latter part. 

Mod of our fruit and foreft trees retained their verdant 


appearance till about the 20th of the month, when the fevere 
frods changed the color of their leaves : lince then fomeihavc 
fallen ; but the greater part dill remain on the trees. The crop 
of Indian corn may be confidered as (hort of middling ; but 
that of potatoes as abundant. 

* By the Rev. Abe l Flint. t Smithfield. % Warwick. 
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State of health is nearly the fame as it was laft month i 
fimdar complaints having rather increafed. 

A Smithfield. Subscriber. 

Hartford , OElober 31, 1806. 

A very dry month. Springs and dreams lo^r. A fine feafbn 
for the farmers to gather in an unufually abundant harvcft. 
apples very plenty. Cider cheap. 

An unuiual number of frofty mornings. 

Very healthy in Hartford and the vicinity. 

Diet field) October 31, i$o& 

Remarks . The weather for mod of the month has been very 
dry and pleafant. Springs and rivers are low. The frods 
have been frequent and fevere. Our foreds are nearly dripped' 
•f their foilage 1 and 

“ Fled is the bfefted verdure of the fields ; 

“ And, (hrunk into their beds, the flowery race 

“Their funny robes refign.” 

Except a few cafes of fever, the month has been tolerably 
healthy* 

On the morning of the 30th, a fnow-ftorm commenced, and 
before noon the (now fell, as War as I could determine, fix 
inches deep. For feveral days preceding this dorm, the 
weather had been warm and very pleafent, the wind at fouth* 
except the preceding day, when it was N. W. 

As you have frequently inferted, in your Regider, accounts 
©f extraordinary vegetable productions, I will prefent you the 
following, which, if you think worthy, you may infert. Mr* 
Confider Dickinfon, of this town, raifed in his garden a Red 
Beet) which with the leaves weighed f l 6 \ pounds. This beet 
was the growth of one feafon, was well proportioned and folid* 
and when boiled was tender and palatable ; it grew fome dif- 
tance from other plants, which gave it room to expand to a 
great fize ; the diameter at top was about 10 inches. The 
garden in which it grew is rather dry, and is not of the ftrong- 
©ft (oil, but is generally well manured. E. HOYT. 


To the Patrons of thtRegifler , and Correspondents. 

THE fird year of the Regider draws near a clofe. The 
Editor therefore avails himfelf of this opportunity to declare 
how much he feels himfelf obliged by the very liberal patron-* 
age bedowed by the public and his friends on this infant pub- 
lication. It is now ten months fince the fird No. of the Reg- 
ift er was publifhed. In this diort interval of time his fubferi- 
bers have increafed, fo that the number of them at prefent k 
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confiderably more than double what it at fir ft was. # A circum'-* 
ftance no lefs animating;, and on which he, in a great meat-- 
lire, refts his hopes of the future, is, the very obliging attention , 
and the increafing number of his Correfpondents . He prefumes to 
think that people will ready if gentlemen of experience and 
©bfervation will communicate . And he hopes that gentlemen 
of information, the friends fo agriculture, and the lovers of 
human kind, will be inclined to communicate, and that more 
generally, as they find people difpofed to read, and to profit 
by their inftrudlioii. They have here certainly a very favbr- 
able opportunity to benefit fociety by their remarks. The 
Regifter now has a circulation in all the New-England States, 
and pafles through the hands of a number of thoufands of citi- 
zens. It is therefore one of the moft extenfive and direct 
channels of information to hufbandmen and families, of any 
thing in the country. This confideration it is hoped will have 
its proper efFedl on thofe, who have k in their power to add 
fomething to the general ftock of information on thefe fub- 
jedls, more particularly on that of agriculture. 

The trifling expenfe of this publication puts it in the power 
of almoft every family to # be i% the poflefiion of it. One dol- 
lar a year furely is but a fmall tax on the fubfcriber. Cer- 
tainly, it is but a very little thing compared with what he may in 
this way receive in exchange for it — the experience and the infor- 
mation of thofe who have gone before him in the broad toad of prac- 
tice and experiment . 

Becaufe that all the filbjedte propofed in the “ Frofpechis’* 
have not yet been taken up in the Regifter, the expeditions 
of fome perhaps may have been difappointed, and by them the 
Editor may be thought to have come fhort of his promifes. 
But no perfon going into town, with but one ftngle dollar in his 
pocket, can reafonably expedl to procure a general affortment 
of articles on that day. And it would be equally unreafonable 
to expedl, confidering the fmall expenfe, and the limits of this 
publication, that all the fubjedts propofed to be difcufled, dur- 
ing the progreis of the work, fhould be taken up and illuftra- 
ted the fir ft year. Something however, it is hoped, has been 
offered, which may have been feafonable and ufeful. A Angle 
hint or obfervation, diligently purfued, is oftentimes to a man, 
the faving of much expenfe. Should any fuch, this year* 
through rhe medium of the Regifter, have been thrown 
abroad, by which the fubfcriber may or {hall hereafter be ena- 
bled to preferve the health of one in his family, or fave the 
life of a ufeful animal, or increafe the fertility of a fingle field, 

*It is however to he regarded, that the number of fubfci ibers at the cora- 
jnencfm^n r of the publication was much lefs than that propofed in the Prof- 

pedtui oi the waik. 
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in either cafe he will have realized ma«y times the worth of 
his money. 

‘The Editor therefore hopes his ftibfcribers will uniformly 
accompany him through another year. In the mean time he- 
affures them he is and {hall continue to be diligently occupied 
in purfuing meafures to render this publication ftill more in- 
terefting and ufeful. He is at prefent engaged in forming 
thofe connexions, both with private gentlemen and corporate 
bodies, which (hall open to him the fources of a conftant and 
a regular fucceffion pf original communications.* To this end 
a number of the Medical and Agricultural Societies in this 
ftate have been addrefled, and the following refolutions pafled. 

At a meeting of the Kf. nnebec MedicalSoc iety, held at Augujla, the 
$th day of June, 1805. — Dod. Daniel Adams’s Communications and 
Proposals for publifhing a “ Medical and Acricultu ral Regis- 
T E R ,r being read , 

Voted — That this Society view with approbation an attempt to undertake 
fo ufeful a work ; and the Compiler may feel alfured of the bell wifhes of this 
Society for his fucccfs, in collefting and methodizing the difeoveries, exper- 
iments and improvements of the age, in thefe interelling fcicnces, and what- 
ever (hare of patronage the infant ftate of our inftitution will warrant, (hail 
he cheerfully afforded. 

Voted)— That the Secretary be directed to tranfmit to Dr. D. Adams a 
copy of the preceding vote. 

Attefl , MOSES APPLETON, Secretary. 

At a meeting of the W estern Society of Middlesex Husband- 
men, in Groton, on the firf Tuefday of September , 1805. — Dr. Dan is h 
Adams’s Propofals for publijhing a “Medical and Agricultural 
Register” having been read and duly confidered, 

Voted — That this Society receive with pleafare the communication made 
to them bv Dr. Adams, and highly approve his laudable undertaking to pub- 
lifli a work fo interelling and improving as that which the Medical arid Agri- 
cultural Regift cr promifes to be. We know of no labor in which an individ- 
ual or corporate body can be more laudably engaged, than in thrft of djffemi- 
nating ufeful knowledge, particularly in the important branches of Medicine and 
Agriculture. We are confident the woik is in good hands, and that the pub- 
lifher will not fail to gratify the expe&ations he has railed in the public mind. 
We pledge ourfelves to anbrd him every afftftance within the power of this 
Society, not only by our communications to him-, but alfo by uling our indi- 
vidual influence in the towns to which we refpetlivcly belong, to procure 
fublcriber.% and give the moft liberal patronage to the intended work. 

Voted — 'That the Secretary be directed to favor Dr. D. Adams with a 
eopy of the above vote. 

EDMUND FOSTER, 

Dear Sir, 

At a meeting of the District Medical Society, held at Worcefer, on 
june 11, 1806, on reading a letter from you, on the fubjed of the Medical and 
Agricultural Regijler, it was 

Voted — That the Society highly approve the objeft of your publicati a, 
and that they will countcnauce it as far as in their power, and occafionally make 
it the vehicle of th.ir communications to the public. 

EBENR. fi. PHILLIPS, Correfpondfng Secretary. 

Dr. Daniel Adams. 

Such are the profpefts of patronage and fupport, which the 
Editor is allowed to entertain from thefe Societies. Meaf- 
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ures are in progrefa with fome of them for forming ? ftill elofer 
connexion ; but time is neceffary in effecting arrangement? of 
this nature, and the benefits refuhing from them* it ufUift be 
expected cannot be immediately enjoyed. 

Further, with a view to create inveftigation, excite inquiry, 
and call forth remark, as well as to fecure a regular fuccefiipn 
of interefting communications for this work, fhould the in* 
creafe of thefubfcription the year to come equal what it has been 
the year paft ; in that cafe, the Editor, by the advice of hU 
friends, will propofe and publiih in the Regifter, yearly, cer^ 
tain queftions or fubjefts, to be confidered as prize- fucftms % 
for difcuffion or anfwers, within a certain fpecified time \ 
thefe queftions, all of them, having an immediafe reference 
to agriculture, and fuch as (hall come within the views and 
comprehenfion of every farmer ; and to the author of the dif- 
fertation on each fubjeft or queftion, by competent judges, 
thought moft deferving, the Editor will beftour a premium , to 
be fpecified and made known at the time the queftions are 
propofed or publifhed. This, under fuch an incre^fe of pat- 
ronage, the Editor finds he fhould be enabled to do. And a* 
there are many towns in which the Regifter has not yet been 
introduced, fuch an increafe of the fubfcription would be very 
natural and eafy, providing it fhould find in thofe towns the 
fame atftive friends and fupporters it has found in other places. 

To conclude. What is moft ardently wifhed, (if the ex- 
prefiion be admiflibie) is, that this publication may be render- 
ed a correct map of the Agriculture of thefe New England States ^ 
exhibiting the different improvements and praftices as they at 
prefent exift, and as they may, from time to time, occur and 
take place in different places. To this end, all who have it if> 
their power to contribute are moft anxioufly fblicited.-*- 
“ When every one contributes fomething, general improve- 
ment progreffes ; the fum of knowledge thus accumulated 
will quickly refemble thofe extenfive and fathomlefs water?, 
which were collected from a variety of fmall ftreams.” 

EDITOR. 

Boflony Nov. 1 9, 1 806. 

Note. Several communications have been received, which may be expefted 
in the next Number. 


CONDITIONS OF THE REGISTER . 

Published monthly, the laft Wednefday of every month, at OneJDollar pgr 
annum, delivered at the office, payable half yearly, in advance. 

g Ji-i m s ssf&agtasm* 

Conducted by DANIEL ADAMS, m. b. 

."'r, ■« 

]}QST0N:~r- Printed by Mann in g & Lo r i n g, at whofe Bookftore, No. A 
Cornhill, any orders or communicat ions for the Regifter will be received. 
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MEDICAL. 

For tie MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

I AM happy to find that the Regifter has fo extenfivc 
a circulation, and hope the time will come when the introduc- 
tion of it (hall be general in all our towns. Confidered either 
in a medical or agricultural point of view, the obje& of it, I 
think, is highly important to the people of thefe New England 
States *, in a medical point of view, becaufe it may indrud them 
in a knowledge of the mean* proper to be purfued for the pref- 
ervation of their own health ; in an agricultural point of view, 
becaufe it is calculated to excite inquiry, and does greatly facil- 
itate and expedite the progrcl's of improvements and difeoveries. 
in an art, which employs the hands of the greateft portion of 
our fellow-citizens, and which is the bafis of the wealth and of 
the glory of our nation. It calls, therefore, for a very liberal and 
general fupport. Accordingly I do enlift myfelf as one oPita 
patrons, and will occafionally make it the vehicle of fuch obfer- 
vations as Circumdances and the times may fugged, provided 
shey (hould be found worthy a place ia its pages. 

I (hall at this time take notice of a very common caje, often- 
times extremely embarraffing to people and to families who 
generally do not underdand the nature of it ; it is that 

O/a wounded Artery , and the Meafures proper to be purfued , #V 
order to flop the difeharge of Blood , till fuch time as furgical 
etjjijlance can be had. 

In doing this, I (hall be led to fpeak of wounds generally, 
and of the meafures proper to be purfued for dopping the blood 
on mod occafions. 

u 
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In the firft place, ten, it will be neceflary to notice that there 
are two fyjlems of blood-veffels , in every animal ; one, by v. hich 
the blood is conduced from the heart to ail theftctreme purts 
of the body, called arteries ; another, by which the blood is 
taken up at the extremities (or by which the blood is received 
from the arteries, and returned back to the heart again,) called 
veins ; thus making one grand and complete round or circula- 
tion of the blood Hence it will eafily be perceived that the 
blood in the arteries and 4 q the yeins moves in different and it* 
dire&ly oppofite directions ; in the arteries the blood is in mo- 
tion from the hearty in the veins it is in motion towards the heart . 
The arteries beat, the yeins do not ; and this beating or pulfa- 
tion is what is called the pulfe . Either an artery or a vein, 
being cut or torn, difcharges blood, but differently . The blood 
from a wounded vein flows with an equable, gentle motion ; 
that from -an artery, impetuoufly and by jerks. This latter 
eircumftance will always ferve to diftinguilh whether the dis- 
charge of blood be from an artery or a vein. To prevent or 
to fupprefs the difcharge of blood, either from an artery or a 
yein, nothing is more plain and natural*, it is (imply to comprefs 
the ftdes of the wounded vejfel together . But now notice a very 
important diftinCtion ; if an artery be wounded, the compref- 
fion tmift he made on the fide of the wound next towards the, 
hearty becaufe, in an artery, the J>lood is in motion from that 
way; if a vein be wounded, the compreflion muff be made on 
the oppofite ftde of the wouttdy or on the fide fartheft from the 
heart, for a fimilar reafan, becaufe, in the veins, the blood is 
coming in, or is in motion towards the heart, founds in the 
veins are feldom dangerous, becaufe, unlefs the vein he very 
large, the difcharge of blood generally flops after a few hours, 
or i$ a lefs time, even if the wound be left to ftfelf, It is not 
fo with wounds in the arteries : the blood is crowded fo full 
into thefe yeffels, fo forcibly is it compreffed by its furrounding 
walls, ffiat it is forced out impetuoufly through the fmal left 
putlet ; the ftrong current of the blood keeps the orifice open ; 
and unlefs fomething be done to prevent it, the blood, although 
the artery {hould be fmall, would, in many inftances, continue 
to flow till the life of the animal fl^ould be exhaufted at the 
^vouqd. 

Now, my friends, let us fuppofe a man returns from abroad 
to his family with a large wound in his foot, arm, or leg, 
bleeding profufely ; what in fuch cafes is ufually done ? Why, 
in one moment tne family are all in confufion. Molly catches 
the towel, and on that goes upon the wound. The mother 
descends immediately to the bottom of her cheft, and up come 
the rags, bundle after bundle; thefe are alfo piled on, 304 
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Jfarry is haftened away for the doCtor. It may be three or 
four hours before the furgeon arrives. In the mean time the 
blood is flowing, and foon begins to run through the rags on 
to the floor: thefe are then removed, and clean dry rags are 
applied ; and fo, as often as the rags become fopped with blood, 
they are removed for others that are dry. Oh, aftonifhing ! 
I hope I (hall never fee this pra&ice among my patients again. 

Know, then, that the whole of this is ill-direCied zeal, and 
is calculated, by keeping the wound warm and covered from 
the air, to continue the difeharge of blood, rather than to check 
it. Hearken then to advice : have a little water and wafli away 
the blood from the wound, and almoft at the very firft call of 
the eye, attending to what has been before obferved, you will 
perceive whether it be an artery or a vein that is wounded. 
If it be an artery, the blood will be of a bright red, flow inv 
petuoufly and by jerks . In that cafe, you will feel with the 
point or end of your finger, and prefs firmly on the edge or 
fide of the wound, in a direction towards the heart ; and whe* 
you get upon the artery, provided your prefiiire be fufficientiy 
firm and fteady, fo as to comprefs the fides of the artery to- 
gether, the blood will flop. Then is your patient fafe. You 
may now command the blood, till fuch time as the furgeon 
fhall come in ; or, having done this, let one of the family 
roll together a little bunch of rags, large as a walnut or 
larger, very firmly and hard, and tie them round with a 
firing ; then removing your finger and flipping this bolfter 
of rags into the place of it, prefs it down firmly upon the 
artery, till you find it flops the blood \ after which, fecure 
it in that place by a garter or bandage, palling it a number 
of times over the bolfter or bunch of rags and round the 
limb : after which you may go about your bufinefs, and leave 
the patient to reft till the furgeon comes in. Should you not 
fucceed in either of thefe ways, by reafon of the artery’s ly- 
ing deep, or from any other circumftance, and flrould the dif- 
eharge of blood be great, put the point of your finger direct- 
ly into the wound. You will feel the current of blood 
againft your finger, which you muft follow up to the orifice 
from whence it flows, and fecure it till the furgeon arrives 
to give the wound its proper drefling. Sometimes the flow 
of filood is molt conveniently flayed by laying the open hands 
one on one fide of the wound and the other on the other 
fide, and prefling the lips or fides of the wound clofe together, 
and then retaining them fo by a bandage. 

Such are the general principles, and fuch the courfe of 
pradice, nine cafes out of ten, which ought to be purCued 
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in accidents of this nature. In • differtatiom tike this, it is 
impoffible to be fo minute as to meet every circumftance 
and cafe. The general principles, however, being under- 
load, a common underftanding, in mod in (lances, will be 
able to fupply what is deficient, and make fuch variations as 
circumftances and the nature of particular cafes may fcem to 
require. OBSERVATOR. 

Maffachufetts , Dec. 15, 1806. 


For the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER, 

On the difference between a Quack and a Phyfician . 

The fuhjefl upon which I am now entering, I mult ac- 
knowledge, deferves an abler pen ; but if my endeavors (hould 
be crowned with fuccefa, I {hould never repent undertaking fo 
arduous a talk. I (hould receive my reward in feeing my fel- 
low-men, relieved from a yoke, which they tamely fubmit to, 
although not only their property is at (lake, but they are in 
great danger of their lives, from a fet of men ftyled Quacks 

It is truly aftonifhing to fee how they have increafed for 
the laft fix years. Every public paper is filled with their nof- 
trums ; they are not confined to the cure of one difeafe, 
but to a dozen or fourteen different ones. In country towns, 
every tavern and grog-Qiop are filled with them, with cer- 
tificates from men who are unacquainted with the nature of 
the men or the remedies they employ in deceiving mankind. 
Many people will fooner run the hazard of lofing their 
lives by purchafing patent and quack medicines, than pay a 
regular bred Phyfician his fee, at the fame time not think- 
fng that they are paying their money for they know not 
what, and which goes to fupport perhaps one of the molt 
illiterate men on earth. 

It is a fa£t that has long been eftabliflied in my mind, 
that a Quack will obtain bufinefo fooner than a regular bred 
Phyfician, The reafon is obvious : A Quack, on entering 
into bufinefs, will frequent taverns and grog-fhops, for the 
exprefs purpofe of meeting with a fet of men as ignorant 
as himfelf : it is generally cxpe&ed that he has fome mo- 
ney, and it is likewife expe£bed that he will call for fome- 
thing to drink 5 fronr thence he will proceed to wreftling, &c. 
He will there be called by tbofe with whom he afiociates a 
“ clever fellow for, fay they, u he is not afhamed to affo- 
ciate with us •, we will employ him, for he will, not for hi* 
own intereft charge as much as Do£l. >■ does. If either 
they or their families are taken tick, he will undoubtedly be font 
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for : if his patient fhould recover under his care, his fame 
will be proclaimed far and near ; and when he gets once ef- 
tabliflied in bufinefs, there is another trait in his chara&er, 
and which every quack poffeffos, viz. He will try all that 
in him lies to run down every perfon of his own profefiion. 
It is aftonifhing to every refieCling mind, to fee to what 
meannefs they will defcend, to obtain bufinefs. 

It is quite different with a regular bred Phyfician. If he 
has any modefty about him, you will not hear him founding 
his own fame of the numberlefs cures he has perform- 
ed : If he is temperate, you will not fee him lolling and 
gaping into every tavern and grog-fhop : when out of bufi- 
nefs, you will find him at his books, endeavoring to (lore 
his mind with a knowledge of his profefiion, which he 
muff always confider himfelf as imperfectly mailer of. 

A Subscriber. 


A Caution very ufeful and necejfary to People Chilled with Cold. 

[From the Village*** Friend and Phyfician ] 

Remember that, whether at work or at play, whenever 
the body is confiderably heated or cooled, a change of that 
(late muft not be effedted fuddenly. A fudden expofure to 
extreme cold, when much heated, is fo well known to be 
dangerous, as to require to be only mentioned here for the 
fake of reminding you. But a greater degree of danger is 
frequently produced by a practice, the ill confequences of 
which are not fo generally known. When extremely chilled 
by expofure to bleak air, and perhaps to freezing fleet *, when 
the blood is driven from the external upon the internal and 
vital parts, the praftice is too common to drink freely of 
heating and fpirituous drinks, and to hover elofe over the 
fire. ITie blood expanding by the heat, dill farther diftends 
the veflcls in which it flows, its courfe being at the fame 
time rendered more rapid by the ftrong and heating liquors } 
hence it is forced into veffels into which it ought not to 
flow, and there excites pain and dangerous difeafe. 

In proof of the propriety of this caution refpe&ing the too 
fuddenly applying heat, after expofure to cold, I muft in- 
form you, that if any part of the body be fo long expofed 
to the cold that it has become frozen, and, in this frozen 
ftate, be brought near to the fire, a mortification will fu£ceed> 
and the part will feparate and fall off. But if the heat be 
n>oft flowly reftored, firft by rubbing it with fnow, then 
Vith water, then with a dry cloth or flannel^ and laftly by 
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allowing it to be expofed to warm air, it will fpeedily be re - 
Jlored to its healthful fate. 

From what I have faid, it may be inferred, that ftmilar 
caution fhould be employed in reftoring the warmth of the 
whole body, when chilled. The clothing, if wet, fhould be 
changed, and either moderate exercrfe fhould be perfifted in 
until the heat is again reltored, or the approach to the fire 
fhould be gradual. If the expofure has been long and the 
cold fevere, it will be heft to go to bed, and drink freely of 
moderately warm barley-water or gruel, by which means 
heat will be gradually reftored, and ail dread of difeafe re- 
moved by a free perforation. He, who wifhes to get rid 
of life in fevere agonies, fhould, when thoroughly wetted 
and chilled, dry himfelf by the fire and tofs down a glafs 
of fpirits. It may be true, that many of you have done this 
repeatedly, without having fuftained any injury ; but that is 
no reafon why you fhould perfift in that which a little con* 
fideration muft fhow you is certainly dangerous. This you 
may be aflured of, that there would be lefs chance of inju* 
ry from allowing the wet clothes to dry on the back, whilft 
continuing in cxercife, than thus fuddenJy to expofe yourfelf 
to heat, and to drink of fpirituotis liquors when chilled with 
cold. 


Hamoptyfs ; or, Spitting of Blood . 

XHR . ADAMS, 

Under a full convi&ion that the theory of hsemoptyfi# 
[fpitting of blood] as it affefts delicate and debilitated fubjefls, 
^)ften the aproximate caufe of an abfolute confcmption, is erro- 
neous, and the pra&ice refulting from it injurious, 1 am induced 
to fubmit to your infpe&ion the following obfervations, with 
the requeft, that, if deferving, they may find a place in you* 
Kegiften 

The general and ii*creafing prevalence of confumption, with 
its almoft certain fatality, calls loudly for the exertions of every 
one who has pretenfions to the healing art. Leave, then, the 
theory of the ancients ; believe that medicine may flill admit 
cf improvement \ countenance a theory that may be apparently 
founded on rational principles ; cut off one great fource of this 
moft formidable complaint *, rid the profeffion of the ftigma 
too juflly attached to it, imbecility ; and ftrike one blow at the 
root of empiricifm. 

The caufe of haemoptyfis is almoft univerfally attributed to 
the rupture of a blood- veffd, the confequence of plethora [ful- 
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hefe of the veifels ] The abfurdity of the opinion is apparent 
in almoft every inftance which occurs, as the pale, delicate and 
debilitated are invariably the fubje&s of it, unlefs produced by 
external violence. Should a healthy mufciilar man, in attempt- 
ing to raife a heavy weight, be attacked with hsemoptyfis, no 
one need hefitate in faying that the difcharge ifluea from a 
ruptured veffel, and that depletion [bleeding, &c.] would be 
admillible, and even neceffary, to obviate inflammation, that 
might naturally enfue« But, fhould a delicate, debilitated fub- 
ject be attacked, without any oitenfible caufe, perhaps in the 
night time, (when there is an eiltire fufpenfion of voluntary 
motion) with [pitting of blood* would any one attribute it to a 
ruptured veflel, the confluence of plethora ? 

Once admitted that the veins are not a cbrttinuation of the 
arteries ; that there is fpace between the extremity of the artery 
and mouth of the vein ; that the blood, after being propelled 
by the force of the arteries to their extremities, is taken up by 
the veins by an abforbent power, (and it is proved to a demon- 
ftration, “ becaufe there is no pulfation in the very beginning 
Of the veins, as is feen by microfcopes, which muft happen if 
the blood was cafrried into them by the a&ions of the arteries 
and the caufe of haemoptyfis is obvious. 

u If any branch of the Venous fyftem lofe its power of at- 
forption, the part fwells, and at length burfis and difchargeft 
the blood, which the capillaries and other glands circulate 
through them.” Away, then, with the pernicious theory of a 
“ phlogiftic diathefis, the neceflity of refrigerants, of confine- 
ment, bodily refl,’* and the whole routine Of debilitating medi- 
cines, the offspring of folly and old women. Subftitutc in lieu 
of them, venefc ftion once j “ as one great mean of promoting 
the abforption of any fluid, confifts in previcufly emptying the 
veflels which are to receive it emetics, opium, epifpaftics, 
foxglove, chalybeates, the bark, &c. which promote venous 
abforption without increafing arterial energy \ moderate exer* 
rife, and a generous diet. C. Eh 

ili n 1 1 ■■ ii iV ii ■■ — — 


AGRICULTURAL. 

Propagation of the Peach Tree? 

Br. ADAMS, 

I HEREBY tranfmit to you the beft mode of propa- 
gating the peach tree, and of preventing its early decay, — The 
kinds mod worthy of notice are, as they are ufually called, the 
Rare-ripe and the Meiacatoon . Stones from the beft of thefe 
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fhould bfe chofen and planted in the laft of O&ober, on a foil 
neither very rich or very poor. If the foil be very rich, the 
bark will crack, and the gum iflue out, leaving a place for the 
embryo of the worm, fo deftruftive to this fruit tree : if the 
foil be very poor, they will never come to maturity. As foon 
as there is any appearance of gum near the top of the ground, 
ferape it away, and immediately after cleared off, take fome 
bleached ajhes and rub them in with your hand, and fill all the 
crack or cavity with them, as that prevents the infeft or fly 
from depofiting (he egg, which produces the worm in the roots 
of peach trees. I have feen worms an inch long in a fmall 
peach tree, in the nurfery, of not more than an inch and a half 
diameter ; they are found in the pith, about three or four 
inches below the furface of the ground. If proper attention 
be paid to taking away the gum, and filling the cavity with * 
bleached afhes, putting earth round the tree on top of the afhes 
about three inches deep, few trees would decay till a great age 
for this kind of tree : they are a fhort-lived tree at belt, and 
mud have confiderable attention paid them. 

When you ufc manure for cultivation, take that from the 
horfe-ftable. Plough and hoe your peach orchard, until the 
trees are three years old. Prune them in April, annually, and 
law off the limbs and fprouts rather than chop them off. Never 
negleft your trees in July and Auguft, to fee whether the gum 
is not ifiuing out, to give the mfeft an opportunity to depofite 
its egg or maggot, to form the worm. 

I have not yet been fo fortunate as to make fuch a difeovery 
of the infeft or fly, which produces the peach tree worm, as to 
be able to give an account of its progrefs through all its changes. 
The worm appears of a whitifh color, with circles round the 
body refembling joints, varied in fize on account of the fize of 
the tree ; a large tree will have a much larger worm than a 
young and fmaller one. They will gnaw the main root, and 
foon the part begins to rot and decay. Sometimes fmaller roots 
Juit their refidence, but the main ftem is their objeft ; like the 
vital part of man, the pith of the tree being injured, foon 
afFefts the fyftem at large. As the bark cracks, and the gum 
iffues out, the animalculae being placed there, the worm will 
grow ; the bark now will clofe over, and the worm remain there 
years, if the tree does not wholly die. 

WILLIAM MORSE. 

Nerthborough, September, 1806. 
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Chicory, 

£1. ADAMS, 

Having lately noticed in the Dotmeftic Encyclopedia a 
defeription of a certain fpccies of Endive called Chicorium 
Intibus, and having mentioned it to fome of my neighbors, 
they appear extremely anxious to get fome of the feed, in 
order to prove its utility. I have lately feen a proof (in deed 
as well as word) of your regard for the improvement of 
agriculture. This induces me to apply to you for a fuffi- 
cient quantity to make an experiment. Whether there is 
any of the kind in America is unknown to me ; it appears 
however that it is made great ufe of in Europe, and might 
be obtained with a little trouble. Should it produce equal to 
the account given in the above named book, its value in this 
cold country would be incalculable. By complying with the 
above requeft, you will greatly oblige the farmers in Buxton, 
and perhaps many more. A Customer. 

Buxton , O Bober 26, 1806. 

##*#*«## 
*«** #« *« 

Remarks, The Chicorium Intibus (Chicory) another name 
for which is Succory (Sec vol. v. page 63, of the Domed. 
Encyc.) is a plant growing in this country. A gentleman ill 
Bofton received fome of the feed, fome time fincc from Eu- 
rope, and had it fown on his farm in the vicinity of the 
Sown. It caught readily, and grew luxuriantly $ it will afford 
a number of crops in a year ; horfes feed on it well while 
green * but it is not good for any thing to make into hay. 
The opinion of this gentleman is, that it may anfwer well 
in England which is a foiling* country ; but that the cultiva- 
tion of it cannot be an objett with the American N farmer, 
and that if introduced, there would be danger of its rooting 
•ut his better grades. 


On the Improvement of Worn-out Land. 

By deep Trench and frequent Ploughing, 
Communicattd to u Blockley and Merrion Society, for promoting 
Agriculture and Rural Economy .” — By RICHARD P£T£RS,Ejq, 
Preftdent of the faid Society . 

When I took the liberty of pointing out defers in our mode 
of farming, I promifed to ufe my endeavors to fugged remedies 
for evils, which I wilh prevailed only in our neighborhood. 

* In England, horfes, &c. are fed in flables with green fodder, cut and brought 

in from the field, and this is what is underftpod by foiling . 
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Exceptions are happily to be met with ; but the Ryle of a gf4* 
culture, under fimilar circumffances, is too much alike every 
where. It is the more unfortunate, as moil of the inhabitants 
of exhauffed lands, feem to be the leaft ingenious and induftri- 
ous, iu calling to their affiffance fyilem and experiment, al- 
though they Rand the moil in need of them. It would feem* 
that, as to them, the old adage, €( Necefiity is the mother of in- 
vention*” could not apply. Their fpirits, and confequently 
their exertions, feem to fail them, and to be exhauffed, in pro- 
portion to the degrees of impoverifhment attending their foil. 
Even the induffrious fow much and reap little. As long as 
thofe, who poffefs it, can clear a piece of new land, they apply 
themfelves to that, ar.d abandon the greater part of the refidue of 
their farms to what they deem unconquerable poverty. If you in- 
quire the reafons of their negligence, they will ailign any but 
the true one — “They have not (lock enough to make manure ; 
they have not firength etloUgh to work much land, and muff 
therefore Work that which yields the moR ; they have not money 
to purchafe the means of re-invigorating their farms. 0 

Thd fad is, that their not making the needfary and proper 
application of their Rock and firength is the caufe of the latter 
misfortune, which includes the refl. If their Rock be fmall, 
it requires the more attention to produce profit ; and if their 
firength be not great enough for two acres, let it be applied 
effectually to one. They will find their affairs in this cafe 
mend as by magic. Their expenfes will be lefs, and of [courfc 
their profits greater. Their labor will have a limited, and ct>n- 
fequently, a praClical objeCt. Savings in wear arid tear of im- 
plements, of feed, of expenfe in wages* of expenditure to me- 
chanics, with all the confequences of cultivating a fmall por- 
tion of land well, will immediately follow. They will not 
fail in the accomplifliment of their objeCt •, but they will ceafe 
to bring themfelves in debt by mifapplied endeavors to avoid it. 
They will find, too, their one acre, well cultivated, more pro- 
ductive than many, in the old routine of mifmanagement. The 
difference between a highly improved acre, and one even beyond 
mediocrity, is greater* than at firft view, it would appear to be. 
In England, the proportion between land producing five quar-J 
ters, and that bringing three quarters per acre, is ^ften more 
than two to one ; yet the produce is not double. But after 
labor and expenfe, which are the fame in both, the excefs is 
profit ; and the tenants, at the higheff rents, clear the mod 
money, and become rich, while it frequently happens that the 
others become bankrupts. 

Thefe obfervations are the moff applicable to thofe, who, 
like ourfelves, have their lots caff in a country exhauffed by 
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Ifed tillage. With flrfod and fyftematic tulture, our fituation 
would have been very different. Under good management, out 
lands would dill have continued fertile and we fliould not 
podefs them in their prefent miferable date. The following 
remarks are intended to elucidate and confirm my obfervations 
•n the “ defers in our mode of tillage.” 

One would think that the bare recital of the common mode 
®f preparation for wheat, would fufiiciently point out the evil 
and the remedy. 

In general, the fod is turned or broken up in the fprlpg, at 
the mod four, but more frequently iefs than three inches deep. 
The fod is compofed of a fmall proportion of grafs-roots. The 
roots of permanent and noxious weeds occupy the red. The 
feeds of thefe weeds, both annual and perennial, have been 
dropping for years, ready to vegetate with the fird dirring of 
the earth. In this wretched fituation it is ploughed mod wretch- 
edly, becaufe fuperficially, and left without harrowing two or 
three months. It is then eroded ; at the feafon of fowing, 
harrowed ; the feed is then plowed in, and thus committed to 
this miferable mafs of clods, unbroken in the whole, or in part. 
In this mafs are contained undecayed roots of weeds aud vege- 
tating blue and other unconquered fibrous grades, which, un- 
like tap-rooted grades, fuch as clover, are peds, and not affif- 
tants to grain. The feed is then left to take its chance. A 
crop of indian corn, a gteat exhauder, is often taken in the feafon 
of fdwing the grain. 

This is a true datement of the general practice. Now 
(ran it be fuppofed, that a plant, fuch as wheat, (which will 
penetrate three feet, if the foil permit, and whofe horizontal 
roots have been meafured ten feet) will perfeft itfelf in a 
depth of three or four inches, and in a colle£tion of clods, 
tuffocks of weed roots, and increafing mars of blue grafs, which 
will prevent the exterifion of its roots and fibres ? 

Indolence makes large demands upon ingenuity, to furnifli k 
with excufes. Softie plaufible reafons are brought forward to 
fupport every bad practice. I have heard it alleged in conver- 
fation, and have met with a treatife on St Foin (the mod ex- 
tenfive rooted vegetable) that “ plants (hould not extend their 
roots too far, or they will fpend themfelves in root.” As if 
nature was not too wife to fudet an injurious difproportion in 
the parts of her produ&ions. Roots are to vegetables (as in 
that treatife it is obferved) what the intedines and domach are 
to animals. The more and the longer thefe are, being always 
proportioned to the body of which they are parts, the more and 
the greater the fupplies of nouridiment received and commu-* 
mcatra. 
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The remedies I will recommend for the evils I have enumer- 
ated, are, deep trench , and frequent plcughiftgr. I have had 
much experience of the good effefts of thefc on lands, as much 
impqveriflied as any in this country. I have therefore, no occa- 
fion for authorities to fatisfy myfelf : but I will quote one in- 
ftance among many which might be produced. The celebra- 
ted Chateauvieux, a philofophic and an attentive cultivator, fe- 
le&ed a piece of ground, from which he had taken the foil three* 
feet deep, leaving only a derile whiteiih clay. By digging and 
ftirrinj; this fpot, he brought it in three years to bear wheat 
without manure, as large and as fine as any his garden could 
produce. This (hews that earth fuppofed barren, can be made 
by dirring, fepsrrating its parts, and expofure to the influences 
of the air, as produftive as the original furface. It fully 
anfwers the objection to deep and trench ploughing, of turning 
up barren earth ; for mod earth may be made thus fertile. 

Miller alfo affords inftances in proof, from the practice of 
the gardeners about London. They trench their grounds, 
when they begin to be exhaufted, three feet deep, turning the 
original furface to the bottom* 

(7# be concluded in our next.) 


MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 

ARTICLE XXIX. 

Bills of Mortality. 

A NUMBER of bills of mortality have been received, tu 
which we (hall hardly be able to do jufiice, for want of room. 
The particularity of thefe and fimilar bills, (bills embracing a 
feries of years back) together with the topographical deferipr 
tion of places, are rather tedious to many of our readers, and 
arc complained of by fome. We do therefore relinquifli our 
purpofes refpefting juch bills ; but, in no degree as it re- 
fpedts a yearly bill of mortality , for this or any of the other 
States. We are therefore extremely anxious, dill, that our 
folicitations expreffed in a note addreffed to Clergymen, iu 
the firfi No. of the Regider, fhould be feafonably complied 
with in their full extent . 

From bills before us we are enabled to give the follow* 
ing information. 
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No. of Inhab . Deaths, 

Deerfield, 1531* 266 in 14 year*, ending with the year 180s. 

Warwick, 1233 78— 5 years. 

Afiiburnham, 995 |*6 — 37 years. 

Princeton, 1021 65 — 4 years. 

Deerfield. Of this number (266,) 155 were under 10 years 
of age ; 4 were upwards of 90 years. 

Warwick. The dyfentary was epidemical in this place in 
the autumns of 1802 and 1805, of which 19 of the above 
number (78) died ; of confumption, only 6. Dyfentary, for 
the 5 lait years, has been much more mortal in this place 
than any other diforder. Warwick is fituated feven miles eaft 
of Conne&icut river ; near the centre of the town is a moun- 
tain of 650 feet elevation ; confiderable quantities of iron ore 
are found in this town, of an excellent quality. 

AJhburnham . Above half of the above number (336) died 
under 5 years of age. Afliburnham is on the height of land 
between Conne&icut and Merimack rivers. No mortal ficb- 
nefs, except canker-rafli and dyfentary, has ever prevailed in 
this place ; and thefe not to any great degree. 

Princeton. Dyfentary was epidemical in this place, in the 
autumn of 1805, of which, in the laft 4 years, 18 have di- 
ed ; 4 only have died of confumption. The average age of 
thofe who have died, dedufting premature births, is twenty- 
feven years and three months. The births in 1804, w#ro 
3 6 ; in 1805, they were 42. 


ARTICLE XXTII. 


Re/ult of Meteorological and ther Obfervatiotis, fir Neve mb ir , 
1806 ; made at DEERFIELD, WARWICK PORTSMOUTH, 

Smjthfield , (R. /.) Hartford, ( Conv .) e tpd Boston. 


New. 1806. 

Deerfield 

Warwick 

Portfmoutk 

Smitbfield 

Hartford 

Boflon 


§ ^ r Greateji heal Leap heat in Prevailing 

yn the month.} the month. I winds . 

^ C3 -5 ^ 

324 444 384 pthday. 58° lg&ao ai°,N. 

3o| 43 # 3 6 t 9 67 20 18 |N.W.i7day* 

3<# 454 3 6 9 22 *7 jN. £. 

34* 434 4o 9 69 4 *© |N.W. 

3*4 47i 40 9 62 20 17 N. &N. W. 

■ni 47 4«f 9 61 I 4 *7 N. W. 


£ -S ^ 

I $ 3 


takes by the ccofos, 
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lft dny 
S ^ Sund. 

s( fair C lajl quarter. 

4^ and 

pleafant 

fair ; fprink. of rain at night 

7 — rain o, 25+ 2,00* 

8 — ftiowers 1,50* 

9 ) Sund. flying clouds, high winds, 

jo $ fhowers in fome places. new moon 
It — fair 

12 — moderate rain o,2ot o ; io* 

Si [•" 


■i>i 


W LATHER. 

16 — SundSnow (in water o, 1,5+) 6,otf* 
fair and cloudy alternately ;• 
fqualls of fnow, D firfl quarter . 

^ fair and pleafant. 

2 1 — fair, cloudy, fprink. of rain 

22 > fair, fome clouds 

23 $ Sund. Smithf. a little rain 0,20+- 

24 — fnow and rain 2,00* 

v\;— * fair Full moon. 


26 — cloudy, a little rain 

27 — cloudy, fnow 
2ft — cloudy, rp'fty 

29 — cloudy, thick mid 

30 — rain. 


15 — fnow, hail, rain, 0,2,5+ 

Depth of water fallen in rain — Warwick 4, to inches, fnow 6 
in fnow and rain — Smithfield 1,55 inches. 


0,1 of 
9 > ° 5 + 

0,30*' 

inches. 


Smithfield , November 30, 1806. 

The feafon of vegitation being part, nature feems to prefent 
but little for obfervation except meteors, vapors, clouds and 
ftorms. 

We have had much cloudy difagreeable weather this month ; 
but no very fevere ftorms. The moll confiderable ftorm here, 
commenced on the 15th inft. in the afternoon, with moderate 
rain and wind at eaft, which (hifted to the north in the night, 
_ when we had hail followed by fnow, which continued moder- 
ately during the n$xt day and night, with a little fnow followed 
by a thick mift on the following day and night. State of health, 
about the fame as laft month ; there being a continuance of 
fimilar complaints ; though perhaps not an increafe. 

A Smithfield Subscriber, 

Hartford y November 30, 1806. 

The 15 th and 16th a ftorm of rain and fnow ; fnow fell to 
a confiderable depth in fome places. Thunder fhower on the 
night following the 7th. A heavy rain the 26th and 27th. 

Deerfield \ November 30, 1806. 

Remarks. The month has been dry, fprings continue low : 
the little fnow which has fallen has foon melted, and the ground 
is ftill bare, except in the hilly parts of the country. 

No uncommon ficknefs has prevailed this month : the feafon 
is as healthy as ufual. 

If the following, taken from the European Magazine for 1 805, 
does not offer any pecuniary advantage to the butcher, it woulil 

? Warwick, + Smithfield: 
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miscellaneous articles. 1 

afford confolation to the humane to fee praftifec! a meth- 
od which fo fuddeniy fufpends the vital fun&ions, in llaugh- 
termg cattle, 

“ Ihe practice o i jlaughter'tng cattle by punfturing the medulla 
Jpmadsy or as it is now called, pithing cattle , is extending through 
all parts of the kingdom (Great Britain) by the perfevance of 
the Board of Agriculture. The want of (kill in the operation, 
and the prejudices arifing from eftablifhed cuftoms, we are for- 
ry to obferve, however, render the fyftem lefs general than it 
liquid be. It is perfectly afeertained that the fpinal marrow 
divided without immediate death, (hould the wound be 
xn meted below the origin of the nerves that fupply the diaphragm, 
and allow the animal the power of refpiration ; but if the punc- 
ure is made into the cavity of the fkull, fo as to divide the mc- 
dullery fubftance above the origin of thefe nerves, death is in- 
ftantaneous, and without the lead apparent fenfation of pain. 
Ir a line be drawn acrofs the head from the root of each ear 
(about an inch and a half from the horns) the center of this line 
is the fpot in which the pundture (hould be made, and an awl or 
a common penknife is as good an inftrument as can be ufed.’ 1 

E. HOYT. 

N. B. We have to acknowledge the favor of a number of valuable commit- 
locations, which were received too late for this No. they will appear in our next. 


A brief INDEX to the REGISTER for the year 1806 , 


[Seme of our readers have exprefled a wifh that a fhort Index to the Regitter 
might be given at the end of the firft year : we are difpofed to gratify them ; 
in doing which, it is prefumed, we (hall not difobligc others.] 


o* 
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For the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

Catcchifm on Rum. 

Queftion. W HAT is the chief end of RUM ? 

Anfwer. The chief end of rum is to make toddy, flip, and 
punch. 

What are the comforts which Tipplers receive from toddy , 
flip, and punch ? 

A . The comforts which Tipplers receive from toddy, flip, 
and punch, are, eafe of confcience, joy in the comforter, in- 
crease of love thereto, and perfeverance therein to the end. 

Wherein confifteth that EASE OF CONSCIENCE , which 
Tipplers receive from toddy , flip, and punch ? 

A. That eafe of confcience which Tipplers receive from 
toddy, flip, and punch, confifteth, in a forgetfulnefs of the paft, 
a beajlly enjoyment of the prefent, and an indifference towards 
the future. 

.0, Into what fate will the love of Rum , and an inordinate ufe 
of it , bring mankind ? 

A . The love of Rum, and an inordinate ufe of it, will bring 
mankind into a forlorn and wretched ftate. 

What are the evils which in this Ufe do either accompany or 
flow from an habitually immoderate indulgence in the ufe of Rum ? 

A. The evils which in this life do either accompany or flow 
from an habitually immoderate indulgence in the ufe of Rum, 
are, ficknefs, flhame, poverty, and diftrefs. 

When Jhall the end be t 

A. When the Hard-Drinker fhall have wafted his eftatt, 
ruined his conftitution, and alienated the affection of his friends \ 
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when you (hall fee his affairs falling into ruin and decay, his 
children hungry and naked, his wife comfortlefs and in tears ; 
when you {hall fee all thefe things, then know that the end is r 
nigh, even at the door. Lofs of appetite, a bloated vifage, 
trembling hands and feeble knees, are but faint indications of 
the fufferings he feels within. Beaftly, fottifh, debafed in rea- 
fon, and vile in manners, he finks from the chara&er of a man 
to the grade of a brute. All who once knew him, now pafs 
by ; his friends negleft him, difeafes torment him* exccutiosis 
vex him, creditors teaze him, (heriffs feize him^ttll nature, 
oppreffed and overcome by continual injuries, at length refigns 
her worthlefs charge, and he finks unlamented to the grave. — 
Surely, it is an evil way, and the end thereof is forrow. 

O ye, who facrifice to Bacchus, who make yourfelves merry 
with the jolly god, and in fparkling oblations quench life’s 
tranfient blaze — better is a little of the juice of the apple than 
much ardent fpirit — more reputable is it with cattle from the 
fame fountain to drink water , than to crack bumpers with w high 
bloods ,” and roll in ditches with fwine ! Hearken then unto wif- 
dom, and let her voice be heard ; cleave thine car to under- 
ilanding, and be wife. No more fpend the day in riot , nor the 
night in excefs. Let induftry employ thy hands, at evening 
r$lt thy cares, and in the morning awake to peace and the 
fweet enjoyment of domeftic delights. Then {halt thou gladden 
the heart of thy fpoufe ; thy little ones {hall rejoice, and plenty 
again {hall crown thy board. Thy olive {hall yield its oil, and 
thy fig tree (hall be neither barren nor unfruitful. Then {hall 
comfort fpring up by you, and health {hall come and make its 
abode with you ; want {hall flee away, nor {hall poverty even 
dare to look in at thy windows. In thy neighbor’s mouth thou 
{halt have a good report , and thy life be honorable : friends {hall 
multiply, and thy days be pleafant, yea, all the days of thy life. 

OBSERVATOR. 

MaffachufettSy January 14, 1807. 



For the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

The Abufc of Tobacco. 

Tobacco is a poifon whofe character is underftood by 
few, while the prafiice of fmoking or chewing it is adopted by 
many, without thought or reflexion. I contend that it is a 
ten L poifon \ and that it* cffe£U, when chewed or fmoked, are 
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uniformly narcotic and debilitating. To this it will be object- 
ed, that many fmoke or chew, at leaft, without fenfible injury. 
This faCt, when explained, militates nothing againft my doCtrine. 

It is well known that many poifonous fubftances, as opium, 
tartarifec 1 antimony, cicuta, nitre, ardent fpirits, & c. are occa- 
fionally exhibited as medicines j and when fo exhibited by the 
judicious phyfician, are juftly entitled to rank among the arti- 
cles of the materia medica. It is not lefs known, that nume- 
rous fubftances of this clafs, when habitually taken in fmall 
quantities, ceafe to a£t as evident poifons, or to difguft the 
palates and ftomachs of thofe who fwallow them *, though to 
an unvitiated tafte, and to a natural healthy body, they are 
highly naufeous and deleterious. It muft, however, be remem- 
bered, that this fecurity from habit is only apparent, and that 
this principle of accommodation in the human fyftem cannot 
change the nature ©f narcotics to that of nutriment. 

If the body has the power of fupporting, with diminifhed 
pain, the continued prefture of a certain degree of phyfical evil, 
and the mind to become placid under the continuance of a 
moral evil, which at firft feemed infupportable, it only proves 
the benevolence of that Being who has thus fitted us to paf* 
more happily through the prefent mode of exiftence, w'hile it 
can be no impeachment of his juftice to believe, that an abufe 
of his goodnefs cannot be indulged with impunity. 

If, then, it be the invariable tendency of fmoking, to leflfen 
health, as I aflert it is, and if there be fuch a date as too great 
vigor or health, it then becomes one means of curing this incon- 
venience ; and the advocates for the falutary effects of this 
practice will deferve praife by confining their recommendation 
of its trial to this ftate only, — if any one of their number can 
be found fagacious enough to afcertain its exiftence. 

■ I am very fenfible, that the ufe of tobacco, in one form or 
another, has always had its advocates ; and the plant, deteftablc 
as it is, its numerous votaries. The goddefs Nicotiana can in 
our time boaft of more worfhippers and devotees, in Europa 
and America, than ever could Proferpina of Sicily, or the Egyp- 
tian Ifis ; and however much they may fuffer in the caufe they 
•fpoufe, they fcem not the lefs attached to the ©bje£t of their 
devotion. 

On thofe who plead the ftrength of habit as an excufe for 

continuing in error, I can hope to make no impreifion ; but 
for thofe who have not yet confented to imitate the many ex- 
amples of this injurious cuftom, for thofe who are willing to 
be guided by reafon, and for thofe who are wife and refolutt 
enough to fecrifice a tranfient and debating propenfity, to focurt 
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the important blefling of health, I (hould be happy to contri- 
bute any thing to leffen the practice of ufing tobacco in any of 
its forms. 

The few individuals, whofe grofs and phlegmatic conditu- 
tions have from habit become infenfible to the hurtful effeCts of 
fmoking, imagine it can harm no one elfe, and accordingly 
recommend it to all their affociates. It is probable thefe people 
intend no mifchief, but their error confids in making their own 
conftitutions a flandard for thofe of others, who could not 
adopt their practice without great injury. — It would not be 
difficult, and it may be ufeful, to point out fome of the caufes 
which tend to keep the real hiftory of the effeCts of tobacco 
out of fight. 

One of thefe is, that in many cafes where its ufe is ferioufly 
pernicious, its effeCts arc fo gradually produced as to efcape the 
notice of the fufferer, while all his complaints are aferibed to 
other caufes. Another is, an ambition to be thought confident 
in thofe who, fenfible of its baneful confequences, continue the 
*fe of tobacco from a fubjeCtidn to habit. 

I would a/k thofe who are dill hefitating refpeCling the nature 
of fmoking, if in their turn they arc willing to become the 
father, who, with the fegar in his mouth, earnedly remondrates 
to his fons againd a praCtice to which he confeffes himfelf a 
(lave; which has already undermined his health, and which 
reluctantly he permits, emaciated and confumptive, to hurry 
him to his grave ? This is no fiction ; I have twice witneffed a 
fimilar feene, and were it proper I could now prefent a recent 
inftance of this fa£t to the public. There arc fome individuals 
in fociety, who have once been drongly attached to the ufe of 
this plant, and who have tried it in various ways, but with 
effefts fo unpleafant and didreffing as to induce them wholly 
to abandon it. The counfel of thefe men of experience is recom- 
mended to thofe who are now trifling with the pipe, and im- 
perceptibly becoming fond of it. G. 


For the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

Cafe of Recovery from apparent Confumption ; communicated in m 
Letter , by Eliphalkt Lyman, m. b. 

ADAMS, 

Ip you think the following hidory and obfervations worthy 
of a place in your ufeful Rcgifter, you will pleafe to infert 
them. 

T. H. aged fifteen years, of a Sender conftitution, with light 
hak and light eyes, a&«r siding * journey in the rain, in July 
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paft, was immediately attacked with a violent caugh, difficulty 
of breathing, and pain in his right fide, attended with fever. 
In this fituation he remained for a number of weeks, befort 
medical afliftance was called. — After a thorough examination, 
I was fully perfuaded the difeafe termed phthifis pulmonalis 
[confumption] was feated upon him, and had made fuch rav- 
ages upon his lungs that he muft inevitably fail foon. Tht 
fymptoms grew more and more aggravated for a number of 
weeks j expectoration was very copious ; debility very great ; 
heCtic fever quite regular \ together with diarrhoea, fwollen legs 
and feet, and funken eyes ; in fhort, the laft fymptoms of that 
terrible difeafe were notorious to all that faw him, and death 
was hourly expedled to clofe the feene. But, remarkable as it 
may be, his cough ceafed almoft inftantly, refpiration became 
lefs laborious, and the emaciated youth began to amend, and 
by flow degrees has gained an entire and perfeft ftate of health, 
•ven better than he ever enjoyed. 

The peculiarities attending this cafe, induce me to make a 
few observations and querits. No fymptoms were wanting 
that ufually appear in phthifis pulmonalis ; no fymptoms un- 
common, excepting the fixity of pain in the right fide. Th« 
remedies applied were thofe commonly ufed in fuch cafes, and 
with as little hopes of fuccefs. Until within a fhort time pre- 
vious to his becoming convalefcent, he was obliged to lie wholly 
on his right fide. Symptoms which I obferved, induced me to 
believe that there was an adhefion of that part of the lungs 
which is fituated on the right fide of the mediaftinum,* to the 
pleura. I made external applications accordingly. Immedi- 
ately previous to the ceflation of his cough he expe&orated very 
large quantities of matter, refembling the fubftance of the lungs, 
mixed with pus ; the pain in his fide ceafed fome time previ- 
ous to this copious difeharge. 

Qitery — May this be properly termed a cafe of phthifis pul- 
monalis ? If it is, mult we not conclude that a portion of th« 
lungs was wholly deftroyed, and that the remainder are left 
entire ? Was the whole of the right lobe deftroyed, or in part ? 
The above queries it is hoped will receive elucidation from the 
pen of the philofopher, through the medium of the Regiftcr. 

ELIPHALET LYMAN, 

Frytburg , (Maine,) November, 1806, 

* A membrane which (land* in the middle of the hreaft, aad divide* it into 
two cavities; the pkur* i« that membrane which line* the internal cavities of 
ilie breaH. 
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Critical Obfervations and Experiments on Gypfum, or Plaf~ 
ter of Paris , as a Manure . 

Providence , 1 2th of 1 2th Months 1 8 o 6 . 

DR. ADAMS) 

OBSERVING thy note in the fecond number of the 
Medical and Agricultural Regifter, on the ufe of gypfum, or 
plafter ftone, as a manure, I have been in hopes, on reading 
each number fincc, of finding thy requeft anfwered in a more 
fatisfa&ory manner than I was able to do it. Not finding any 
thing fince on the fubject , and apprehending great improvement 
may be made by the ufe of that valuable manure, efpeci^lly on 
die poorer kinds of foil in New England, I concluded to men- 
tion fome experiments and obfervations on the fabje&, and 
leave thee at liberty to difpofe of them as thou mayeft think 
proper. 

It has been afferted in print, * € that it is well known that 
gypfum does not anfwer near the fea ;” and this has been the 
prevailing fentiment, to the great difcourageraent of experi- 
ments. One objefl I have in view is, to endeavour to remove 
this too general idea j for as no limits have been mentioned, to 
define how near or far off from the fea the farmer muft live, 
before he can promife himfelf any fuccefs in the ufe of the 
plafter ftone, it has operated as a general difcouragement to 
farmers in this, and I believe in neighboring States. I therefore 
mention, for the encouragement of farmers in general, that by 
information I have received,* and which may be relied on, the 
gypfum, the moft ancient name, and which I (hall ufe, (as to 
i;:ake it the plafter of Paris it muft be firft burned $ and befide, 
a •j’iis ufed in America is chiefly the product of this country, 
* ftill lefs proper to call it plafter of Paris;) that this manure 
l : a ufed in the form of flour (the ftone being firft grounc) 
K 1 : ;-v ill-mill) in the State of New York, on land near the 

weftern found, with great advantage , while other 
by received no benefit. This information fatisfied 
r i ?-i*t it was more in the foil than in the fea air, or 
•'cc-v £ ui, which prevented the ufeful effefts of the gypfum, 
t . irc.aure near the fea; for thefe equally pervaded the fields 
ci which it proved ufeful as thofe where it did not; and the 
fame variety of foil exifting far in the country, where fomt 
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fields are greatly benefited, and others on the fame farms near 
by receive no material advantage from the ufe of this manure. 

The knowledge of thefe fads induced me again to make fur- 
ther trial of the gypfum, having fome years before tried forae 
imported dire&ly from France, as well as fome from Nova 
Scotia, without any material advantage. That there is a dif- 
ference in the plafter, as well as the foil, is equally a fa£t ; for 
all the chymifts who have analyzed, the gypfum, as far as I have 
feen, disagree in the proportion of its component parts $ this 
being, 1 prefume, owing to the different fpecimens they tried, 
and (hews many varieties of it. But to be fatisfied of this 
by my own experience, I tried by pulverizing four famples, two 
of white, one blue, and one red ; the white wds hardeft to pul- 
verize, the blue next, the red the fofteft. I put each fpecimen 
into an iron kettle, with a view to try them by the common 
teft,* by which it is known or reprefented by writers and 
others, as the beft for manure. The two firft appeared con- 
fiderably like a fluid* but did not boil * the blue (hewed fome 
appearance of air holes, but not in the degree I had heard fpoken 
of and read about ; but the red (hewed much ebullition, and 
on flirting feemed to bubble brilkly, and continued lively fome 
time. From this I concluded the red was the beft for manure, 
and propofed purchafing chiefly of that for ufe the next feafon. 
But that I might have the beft criterion in future, after I had 
experienced, if I fhould live, the feveral kinds of thefe famples, 
I took three famples of the fame (tones, of equal weight, fay 960 
grains, in open air thermometer 55°, both in and out of water. 
I weighed thefe hydroftatically, or in water ; the white fample 
weighed 534 grains, beirq* 42 \ per cent, lefs in than out of 
water $ the blue and red differed very little, weighing 43 1 per 
cent, lefs in water than out. On calcining thefe three famples 
to a red heat, they weighed nearly alike, viz. 754 grains, lofing 
about 21 1 or 22 per cent, which is more than Chaptal mentions 
of the French plafter (lone, which he lays iofes nearly 20 per 
cent. 

I have heard that the white kind has boiled brilkly in fome 
other experiments, which alfo (hews the great variety of it * 
however, the only author I have feen that describes an unfer- 
tilizing kind, is the « Pennfylvania Farmer he fays, that 
which feels rough or gritty to the touch has done his land no 
good, while that which has a foft feeling has doubled the value 
of his land. Though this obfervation correfponds with the 
recollection and obfervation I have made on a parcel I tried 
without fuccefs, and of the white which is mentioned, that did 

* See page 24 of die Regifler, placing the powder in an iron po^, &c. over 
the fire. 
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not boil, yet I am not certain but even this kind on fome land 
may be produ&ive, and I wifh not to difcourage further experi- 
ments of it. This hard kind is faid to be the bed for ftucco 
or plafter work, for which purpofe it muft be calcined, which 
t Peters fays leflens, if not deftroys, its agricultural ufe, but doftor 
Darwin apprehends it would increafe it ; which 1 mention, that 
Peters’ opinion (being one of the firft and larged writers of 
experience on the ufe of the gypfum) may not prevent further 
experiments, to decide this as well as other diverfity of fenti- 
ments on the fubjeft of this highly ufeful manure. 

As it is generally underdood, by thofe who have looked into 
the fubjeft, that the gypfum is not ufed as a manure in England, 
and this has been mentioned in fupport of the idea of the fea 
air’s dedroying its ufe as fuch, I will mention fome fa&s to 
remove this error. It appears by Willich’s encyclopedia, and 
from the Bath and Wed of England Society, that " fandy land 
drewed with gypfum was more produ&ive than the fame kind 
of land covered two inches with dable manure.” Although 
there, as well as in this country, it does not fucceed in all forts 
of land, yet, fays Willich, for chalky and dry calcarious lands 
its fuperiority has been clearly evinced over every other manure. 
And Young, in his Annals of Hulbandry, fays, oats prepared 
for fowing, with one buftiel of gypfum mixed with eight of 
oats, after they were wet in water before fowing, exceeded in 
their produce twenty-fix bufhels, that of an equal quantity with 
many other previous preparations ; and it appears they, as well 
as thofe of experience in this country, prefer fowing the gyp- 
fum previous to rains, as thereby it is thought its efficacy is 
confiderably increafed. — Kirwan gives it as his opinion, that 
clay foils were more improved by gypfum than calcarious earths, 
which, with other fimilat observations, being oppofed by other 
writers, ftiould excite the farmer to experiments ; for the pro- 
verb is perhaps in no indance more clearly verified, that u ex- 
perience 16 better than fcience,” than in the fubjeft of gypfum 
as a manure. Indeed, our imperfed knowledge of its mode 
of aftion, the proportionate value of the feveral varieties, the 
proper application as to quantity and feafons, and the varieties 
of foils as well as 6f plants, require the experience and obfer- 
vation of farmers as well as the invedigation of fcience. 

From the little experience I have had for the lad four years, 
on lands lying within forty rods of the fait water, where the 
tids regularly ebbs and flows ; on a nearly level plain, about 
forty feet above the level of high-water mark, of a po^r fandy 
foil, fuch as we have found highly benefited by the ufe of 
live allies as well as leached, as a manure for Indian corn, for 
which fuch land feems mod fuitable, I have found the gypfum 
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rather better than the bed afhes : when a handful of the latter 
and a table fpconful of the former have been applied to the 
hills, fide by fide, on hulking and weighing an equal number 
of hills of each, the corn has been about five pounds in one 
hundred hills, the heavieft for three years fucccfTively, on differ- 
ent fields, adjoining other land, on which I put gypfum ten 
years ago without perceiving the leaft benefit. 

This year I have had frefh proof of the ufefulnefs of the 
gypfum, as a manure for Indian corn. I planted an oblong 
field, on which my people carted, fpread, and ploughed in my 
hog manure, as has been my cuftom for feveral years, on thefc 
light lands. At planting time I ordered the principal part of 
the feed corn foaked, and as much plafler put among it as 
would Hick to the grains, and fo planted it. When it came 
up, it fhewed a ftronger color than that planted without any 
gypfum, as we had before feveral years obferved. After weed- 
ing, our pra&ice has been, to put afhes on part and the gypfum 
oil part of the* field; but this year, not having collefted any 
afhes, in confidence that the plafter was at leaft as good, we 
ufed little or none, but put on all the plafter we had, which 
extended over about half the field ; foon after hilling, this half 
appeared to have nearly doubled the herbage of the other half. 
I fought and found more plafter, and ordered a table fpoonful 
on one part, and a heaped tea fpoonful on the other part, not 
plaftered before, except a fmall part left for experiment without 
any : this was on the twenty-fourth of the fixth month, called 
June, when I alfo ordered a bufhel to be fown broad caft on a 
meafured acre of that part of the field which we firft plaftered. 
On the fame day we were favored with a refrefhing fhower of 
rain ; after which, as I palled by the field, I took notice there 
was no appearance of the gypfum, which before was very vifible. 
The rcfult of this experiment has been, that the corn at har- 
veft, on the end plaftered on the twenty-fourth of the fixth 
month, was nearly, if not quite, equal to that plaftered at weed- 
ing time : and the acre on which the bufhel was ftrewed, as 
mentioned above, produced about 2| buihels more than an acre 
adjoining, by calculation after weighing an equal number of 
hills of each. The increafe of the crop by means of the gyp- 
fum, appears to be 8£ buftiels to an acre on that which was 
twice plaftered, and 5^ buftiels on that once plaftered, more 
than that not plaftered after the corn came up ; the field as 
nearly equal as perhaps any field : the feafon has been good. 

It appears by an experiment reported to the Pennfylvania 
Agricultural Society, that nine bufhels of Indian corn was raifed 
there on an acre, by means of a table fpoonful of gypfum to 
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each hill, pot on after the firft dreffing.* Whether this differ- 
ence is owing to the fort of gypfum, the foil, fituation, or fea- 
fon, is uncertain, perhaps either may be fufficient . to account 
for the increafe of that in Pennfylvania. 

Since harveft, on inquiry, I find fome other farmers in this 
arid New York State, have been in the practice for feveral years 
of putting a heaped tea fpoonful on a hill, two and three times 
during the growing of the corn, with equally as evident aa 
advantage the two lad times as the firft, each (hewing its effedts 
in the vigor, color, and growth of the corn, as well as the filling 
of the cars at 1 aft 5 and fome fay, the color and growth is per- 
ceivably improved in fifteen days. Some of thefe I have men- 
tioned fay, that fowing the gypfum over the field anfwers as 
well as putting it on the hill, though it is, as far as I learn, 
moft generally put on the hill by children. 

I am lately informed of an obfervation of an ingenious farmer 
on the weftern found, which, as I think it worthy a trial, I 
mention it — That the fowing or putting on the gypfum in a 
northerly wind renders it more productive, and prevents the 
fuppofed bad effects of the marine acid which accompanies our 
fouthcrly or fea winds. Though this to fome may appear chi- 
-merical, when I firft heard it mentioned, my mind was led to 
confider and compare the obfervations of t)o£tor Home and 
•ther writers on the food of plants, and their comparifon of the 
expofure of the earthy materials in the making of nitre to a 
northerly wind, as being much more productive than when 
expofed to a foutherly wind. If the fea air, or marine acid, is 
an injury to the ufe of the gypfum, it being firft faturated with 
a nitrous air, may prove a remedy. The gypfum being power- 
ful in attracting and retaining moifture, and perhaps the very 
gas that is a food of plants, when it comes within the fphere 
of its attraft ion or affinity with it, and the land winds contain- 
ing more of this than the fea winds, an imperfedt theory may 
he thus affigned for the curious obfervation mentioned. 

I have tried the gypfum on potatoes, atid it has proved not 
•nly produdtivc in quantity, but improving in quality j and it 
has appeared to be ufeful to various garden vegetables. My 
clover this year on my plains, where only I have fown the 
plafter for grafs, has been more productive than I have expe- 
rienced before j but it having been a very feafonable year for 
fuch land as to rains, further experience on this article is re- 
quired, before I can fay much about it, though I doubt not its 
ufefuinefs on the fame fields ou which I ufed it fuccefsfully 
when in corn. 

* See Dobfon’s Encyclopedia, under Plaflcr of Paris . 


Digitized by 


Google 



AG&lCVLTUftAL. 


1807 .] 




Some writers have fuppofed the European g ypfum better 
than the American, but the experience I have had is the reverie » 
and from the great varieties in Europe as well as America, I 
conclude ours is as good as theirs for manure ; for perhaps no 
part of the world receives a greater advantage from the gypfum, 
as a manure, than, according to accounts, the States of Vir- 
ginia, Pennfylyania, and New York, when the Nova Scotia 
platter is ufed there. 

I am told by our coatting matters, that in Virginia their old 
worn-out land, which produced about eight bufliels of wheat 
to the acre, are, by the ufe of the gypfum, brought to produce 
twenty. In Pcnnfylvania and New York they eftimate their 
lands, fuitable for the ufe of that valuable manure, to have been 
thereby doubled in value. Shall Netf England, which abounds 
with this highly ufeful article, for want of proper perfeverance 
in experiments with it, lofe that advantage their fitter States 
enjoy ? — I fay, it abounds in New England. As it was a pleat- 
ing fad, the information of which gave me pleafure, in a con*- 
verfation with a furveyor of the land in the'eaftem parts of the 
Maffacbufetts, I inquired if he had difeovered any quantity of 
the gypfum in his travels. He put his finger on a map then 
before us, and faid, " Yes ; here, along the banks of the St. 
John’s river, there appears an inexhauttible quantity.” I was 
before apprehenfive Great Britain might, by impoft or other- 
wife, render k difficult and expenfive procuring a fupply j k 
was therefore a fatisfa&ion to find that our own territory could 
furnifh a fupply of that valuable manure. 

1 have much exceeded my expectations in the length of this 
letter : if any part of k fhould appear to thee worthy a place 
in the Regifter, thou art at liberty to ufe it, or to rejeft the 
whole. 

I am refpeft fully thy friend, 

MOSES BROWN. 

N. B. The finer the plafter is ground, I judge, the better: 
a ton makes from twenty to twenty-five bufhels. 


Far the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 
Objections to H burning 99 Meadow Lands with a Visw of improving 
them i a different Practice recommended . 

DR. ADAMS, 

The Rev. Mr. Flint has recommended his improvement 
on meadow lands by burning? and thinks the fucccfs a good 
rcofon for recommending the pra&ice to all farmers. I ap- 

* See page 168 of the Regifter. 
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plaud the gentlemen of the clergy for their forwardnefs to try 
and publifh experiments ; and I am obliged to the Rev* Mr. 
Flint for his communication. It is not, however, becaufe I 
agree with him in the opinion, that burning will improve, but 
becaufe I think his letter will excite attention to a very im- 
portant branch of improvement in agriculture. Meadows that 
are capable of being drained without too much expenfe, no 
doubt afford great encouragement for improvement : but I am 
np believer in fire ; it is like revolution in governments, that 
always does more than you wiih it (hould *, it changes and de- 
ftroys in (lead of improving. 

Generally fpeaking, the great difficulty to be overcome with 
meadows is, to raife them above the flood water, and, fecondly, 
to get rid of the flagnating water. Burning lowers a meadow, 
inftead of raffing it. The alkaline falts, in other words, the 
afhes produced by the fire, will create a fertility a9 long as the 
alkaline principle lafts: that principle, however, will not laft 
long, and when it is expanded the fertility difappears. The* 
rank grafs that grew fo luxuriantly on the ruins of the foil, will 
be fucceeded by mofs, or by dwarfiffi, ftarved grafs of the word 
fort. This has been the uniform experience of the burnt over 
fwamps : a man might as prudently burn his barn, to make a 
profit of the afhes ; therefore, I fay, never burn your meadows. 
If they get on fire, raife your neighbors to quench it. There 
is no land more barren than that which fire has confumed. 
For three or four years the afhes will force a crop ; afterwards 
the afhes will be neutralized, and form a calx or hard cake, as 
hard as the cinders at a blackfmith’s fhop. To me, therefore, 
it clearly appear^ that burning meadows is fpoiling meadows. 

Experience has abundantly fhewn, that afhes do not anfwer 
on wet lands; they make them, after a few years, ftill mort 
tenacious and four. Afhes produce a good effeft on dry, grav- 
elly, or fandy foils, which being too porous, are not hurt by the 
cake or calx formed by the afhes. 

Your refpe&able correfpondent is requefted to exercife his 
good fenfe on thefe reflations, fuggefted as objections to his 
projefk. Let him try his experiment, but $o not let him truft 
it |b abfolutely, nor recommend it fo confidently for general 
adoption, as he now feems to fuppofe he may. 

Meadows are foahed lands, from which the redundant water 
has banifhed the principle of fertility. .Attack the difeafe them 
in its caufe, and at the fountain head. Raife your meadow 
with an inch or two of the upland earth, no matter if it be fand 
or gravel apparently barren. Sow herds grafs and fowl meadow 
grafs feed, and daeft the to il with a fprinkling of coarfc ftrawy 
manure. 
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Depend upon timt to improve your meadow, but do not de- 
pend on fire. Burning is like borrowing upon ufury : you 
may fill your bam and yet ruin your foil. Do not try violent 
remedies, but wait and try 

PATIENCE. 


MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 

TO, DR. ADAKI, 

SJ J? # 

The following is an extraft from a letter, received a 
few days fince, from a fubferiber to the Regifter ; if you thinl; 
it worthy a publication, you will infert it in your next number, 
and oblige Your’s, &c. W. C. 

n The Regifter has completed one annual courfe, opened a 
channel for correft information, and exhibited a fpecimcn of 
its utility. Thofe patrons, whofe unremitted exertions have 
been fubfervient to its eftablifhment, cannot but acknowledge 
ample compenfation, when they contemplate the advantage# 
refulting from a general diffufion of experimental knowledge, 
Co happily adapted to the immediate and important concerns of 
human life. 

€€ The obtrufive ideas of fome, whofe unbounded felf-fuffi- 
ciency fupercede the neccflity of inveftigation ; and the difap- 
pointed expectations of others, who unreafonably calculated for 
a difeuflion of every fubjett that their particular circumftanccs 
might require, may operate unfavorably, and in fome degree 
check fo fpeedy a circulation of the Regifter as its worth de- 
mands : but when the public fhall once become acquainted with 
the refult of medical and agricultural experiments, the mazy 
rounds of unwarrantable pradtice will be rendered unneceffary, 
our labors advantageoufly directed, and the happy confequences 
will have a natural tendency to expel thofe confufed immethod- 
kal habits which impede the progrefs of agriculture and the 
healing art. 

" The field of inveftigation is open before us ; its extenfive- 
nefs and rich variety afford ample fcope for every genius, while 
the Regifter, fo happily calculated for diffeminating a knowl- 
edge of important fadts, and the refult of experiments, rauft 
dcfervedly obtain the fandtlon of every well-wilher to the true 
intereft of his country, and claim the gratitude of every friend 
to humanity.” 
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Refult of Meteorological and other Obfervations* for December 
1806 •, Made at DEERFIELD* WARWICK* MASON* SMITH 
FIELD , (/£. I.) and 'BOSTON. 


fc C-. 

^3 . ^3 rs 


Bee. 1806. 


• ^ ^ 

‘L ^ S Greatejl heat Lcafl heat in Prevailing 


a ^ rfu the month. \ the month. 


Deerfield 

: 2c f 

3lf 

27I ill day, 49 0 

17th day, $°j 

N. W. 

Warwick 

1 *oii 

33f! 

28J 1 49 

3« . | 

N. W. 

Mafon 

25 1 

3* | 

Vi ‘ 54 

31 3 1 

N. W. 

Smithlicld 

2 5i 

33 

3°i 26 4 8 

16 4 

N. W. 

Bofton 

27 

36 

31 26 52 

31 8 

N. W. 


fnow, rain, 
and hail 
fair, foir.e 
clouds, and 


€ lajf quarter . 


WEATHER. 
1,8 > 
tarter. I 19 S 

I 80 } 


7* ^ Sund. 

8 * I a little fnow 

9 J in fome places New Moon. 
to — rain along the fea-fhore, fnow 
in the country 
ft* — cloudy 
12 — fnow, rain, and hail 
13 fair 
14* Sund. 


New Moon. 


D Jirfi quarter. 


\ doud y 

20 ) fair* hazy in fome 
2t ) Sund. places on the 21ft. 
o? — fi.owy morning, fair at night 
23 — cloudy, rain 
04 > fair, cloudy 

«5 5 afternoons Full Moon. 

26 — cloudy, moderate rain 

27 — fair 

20 — Sund. cloudy, fome rain 
29 — cloudy ; fnow mollly gone i • 
many places 
go* £ fair and 
31* 5 cold. 


r\ r * r n • • S Warwick. 2,25 inches ; fnow 14 inches. 

Depth of water fallen mratn ] SmithJie ^ illch( . s ’ ; f„ow U inche.,. 

Mafon , — fnow inches. 


Mafon. — About the 25 th, robbins and ftriped fquirrels were 
fcen frequently. The ftate of health has been generally favor- 
able in this town, excepting fome inftances of bilious fever. 

Warwick , December 31, 1806. 

Remarks. — Exceedingly dry for the feafon. We have had 
extraordinary good fleighing the greater part of this month. 
We have had no fevere ftorms of long duration. The 3d was 
a cloudy, raw, cold day, the ground bare and hard frozen ; at 
4 P. M. the fnow commenced, and continued during the night* 

* Days of continued frofl, according to obfervations made at Boflon ; or, 
days on which the range of the thermometer, through the whole twenry-fbnr 
hours, was below $2°, or the freezing poiau 
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with a ftrong eaft wind. The 4th was cloudy and fnow by 
turns; the fun appeared at 11, then clouds and fnow. At 6 
P. M. we experienced a very heavy guft of wind and fnow 
from the fouth-weft : fair at 8 P. M. and the wind weft. The 
fnow fell about fix inches deep. 

The Jlate of health is tolerably favorable ; the jaundice the 
mod prevalent diforder. W. COBB. 

Smithfield, December 31, 1806. 

The weather during this month has been variable. We 
have had no fevere ftorm, but a ccnfiderable portion of ftormy 
weather. Our ftorms that have begun with fnow have ended 
with rain. 

44 Mutt’ring the wind* at eve, with blunted point 
44 Blow hollow-b lull’ ring from the fouth. Subdued, 

44 Thfi froft refolves into a trickling thaw.” 

44 Thus winter falls 

44 A heavy gloom, oppreflRve o’er the world, 

44 And roufes up the feeds of da»k difeafe.” 

About the 24th of the month, robbins appeared in large 
numbers. Snow nearly gone in cleared land by the 29th. 

The (late of health appears rather more favorable. 

A Smithheld Subscriber. 

Deerfield^ December 31, 1806. 

Remarks.— Previous to the 4th the ground was bare ; on this 
day fnow fell fix inches, and the ground has continued to be 
•overed. Weather, for fome part of the month, extremely 
eo]d. At this time, little fnow on the ground ; roads a folid 
mafs of ice. Springs continue very low ; difficult to get water 
for cattle. — Month very healthy. 

EP. HOYT. 


Medical News. 

The following is an extradt from a private letter to the Edi- 
tor ; the fadls therein related may be depended upon as authen- 
tic ; the names of the a&ors and the place of the drama, the 
Editor has thought proper to fupprefs. 

A Mfr. * * * * *, formerly an attorney at law, “ by reafon of 
difappointment had been in the habit of ufing ardent fpirit to 
oxcefs, which produced, delirium , and rendered him extremely 
troublefome to all around him. . His friends were obliged to 
board him wherever they could obtain fuitable places, and flrift 
the fame frequently. Being tired out, and wifhing, if it were 
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pofliblc, to have him reftored to reafon and his former ufeful- 
nefs, they called five of the moil refpeftable phyficians in the 
vicinity of * * # # in the State of New Hompfhire, where the 
faid # * # # # then refided, (being about the middle of Sep- 
tember lad,) and wifhed them to do what fhould appear belt 
calculated to effedi the aforefaid purpofes. — After confutation, 
it was agreed, that the patient ihould be totally immerfed in 
water, one minute and eight feconds, meaning to Jufpend the 
functions of life for a time. It was accordingly done ; but, to 
their difappointment, his revival was attended with all his for- 
mer traits of irregularity. The fame day the experiment was 
repeated, and the time increafed to one minute and forty feconds , 
but to no good ejfefi.” 

The fubfequent treatment and the event, it is not to our pur- 
pose to date. The fa£t, which tfe efte^m it important to be 
recorded and known, is, that drowning , fo far as it appears from 
this cafe, is no cure for delirium ! 


NOTES. 


I. To Gentlemen of the Clergy. 

Th 03 E gentlemen of the clergy number of Bills which have been re- 
•r others, who may be difpofed to ceived : our purpofe refpefling thefe 
farar us with a Bill of Mortality for the and others which are in expe&ation, is 
year 1806, in their refpeftive towns, to arrange the fafts they contain under 
agreeably to a folicitation expreffed in one general bill ; we are, therefore, the 
the firft number of the Rcgifter, will more i'olicitous that they be forwarded 
greatly oblige us by doing it feafonably. feafonably. 

Our acknowledgments are due for a 

II. To Readers and Correfpondents . 

Wx are happy, at the commence- moft grateful acknowledgements for 
■tent of a new year, to be enabled to their favors. There is fo great a back- 
prefent our firft number made up whol- wardnefs, generally, amongft agricul- 
ly of original communications ; among tural men, to communication, that 
which we think there will be found favors of this nature are the more grat* 
fome important and very interefting in- ifying ; for the fame reafon they arc 
formation. Our agricultural corref- the more earneftly folicited. 
pondents, efpecially, will ac«ept our 
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MEDICAL. 


Obfervations on the Cynanche Trachealis, a Species of Quincy , fomt* 
times called Croup or Rattles , with the Method of Treatment , 
which in a great Proportion of Cafes has been found fuccefsful i 
Communicated in a Letter to the Editor, by D06I . James Mann* 
of Wrenthain . x 

SIR, 

I HAVE met with a communication of do&or Girt- 
teau, in a paper denominated the “ Utica Patriot in which 
it is announced, that in feveral inftances he has treated patients 
laboring under the cynanche trachealis with fuccefs, by bleeding 
and calomel ; and as his pra&ice, in that formidable difeafe, is 
fimilar to that (with little variation) which I have ufed ten 
years pad, with the bed effect, I cannot but wifh that the 
communication may be republifihed in the Medical and Agri* 
cultural Regider. 

Cure for the Rattles . 

“Having within a few weeks been called to vifit a number of children, af- 
flifred with the rattles (cynanche trachealis ) 1 think it my duty, as a friend of 
humanity, to communicate to the public the refult of my recent pra&ice, which, 
in five cafes out of feven, has proved fuccefsful. 

The fymptoms, it is well known, uftier in the complaint by a buzzing or 
rattling of the breath, a dry cOugh, great difficulty of refpiration, the pulle is 
frequent, the patient reftlels. Some are fuddenly attacked during flefcp, while 
others exhibit, in the firft: ftages of complaint, the ufual fymptoms of a heavy- 
cold, which in a few hours increafes fo as to threaten fuffocatiom 

When called, in the firft ftage of the difeafe, I take .from the arm four, fix, 
or eight ounces of blood, according to the age and ftrength of the patient. It 
blood cannot be drawn from the arm, a (kilful operator will find little difficulty- 
in taking a fufficient quantity from the foot. Immediately after this I give ten, 
twelve, or fifteen grains of calomel, with the intention of inverting the motions 
of the ftomacb, fo as to produce puking -7-If the above dofe does not have that 

VOL. I. .O 
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effeft, repeat it once in thirty minutes, till three portions are exhibited, when ar 
little emetic tartar may be given, to promote the effett of the calomel.— After 
the child (hall have puked feveral times, calomel in fmall quantities (grains four 
or five) fliould be given once an hour, to purge the child. If too much feverifh 
heat exift in the fyftem, another bleeding will be neCeflary. 

Should the difficulty of breathing, after having been alleviated, return, a wrge 
dofe of calomel mult be again exhibited ; ana if it do not foon prove emetic, 
tickle the fauces with a feather till the motions of the ftomach be inverted, 
which will bring the windpipe (the feat of difeafe) into aflbeiation with the in- 
verted motions, and caufe a difeharge of the tough phlegm, which, when ren- 
dered hard and membranous by abforption of its thinner parts, is the caufe of 
the patient’s death. 

A'bliftering plafler ffiould be applied to the throat, upon the firft appearance 
of the difeafe : and parents ought to be extremely ready to re fort to medical aid % 
upon the first intimations of the complaint , as the life of the patient 
depends upon the application of remedies in the early stage of it [a caution 
very neceflary, ana worthy the attention of all who may be called to wiinefs this 
mod diftrefling difeafe in their families.] 

After the Jyftem has run into indirett debility, and the powers of life are 
much weakened, little fiope can be had of the patient’s recovery. — If the feet 
incline to be cold, flannel cloths wrung from hot water and applied to them for 
feveral hours will prove efficacious, by equalizing the afficn in the fyftem. 

Seneka fnake root, fo much extolled by doftor Archer (Medical Repofitory, 
Vol. II. page 24 and 189) has in my hands proved meffetVual. Squills (rad 
fcilla) however ufeful they may prove in affe&ions of the lungs and other com- 
plaints, are mifehievous in this. 

L. GUITEAU.” 

The above difeafe is in this part of New England known by 
the name of quincy ; in fome places the name of croup is be- 
llowed upon it ; in Pennfylvania and Maryland the difeafe is 
called huiesy a corruption of heemeu One charafteriftic mark 
of this difeafe is, that the cough which accompanies it is very 
fimilar to the barking of a young puppy. 

I have alfo been in the habit of encountering this difeafe by 
bleeding and calomel. My intention was not, however, to 
excite a vomiting by calomel, as i-s the pra&ice bf doftor Gui- 
teau •, yet the employment of this medicine, ill fmaller dofes 
than thofe recommended by him, has been accompanied with 
equal fuccefs. 

Bleeding the firft thing to be attended to, in order to mit- 
igate the alarming fyrrrptoms of the difeafe. It is very imma- 
terial from what part the blood is taken. When it is found 
difficult to open a vein of a young child fecundum artem [ac- 
cording to art] the veins of the foot may be divided, by a deep 
incilion through the Ikin and membrana adipofa [cellular fub- 
flance] without danger. A wound of this kind is of fmall 
confequence, compared with the lofs of life. 1 have pradlifed 
this in feveral inftances, wh£re the patient was in danger of 
immediate fuffocation. In no inftance has bleeding failed to 
mitigate the alarming fymptoms of this difeafe. An immedi- 
ate cure was effe&ed upon a youth twelve years of age, by 
taking twenty four ounces of blood from the arm. 
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After bleeding, calomel is to be adminiftered, in dofes of 
three to fix grains, according to the age of the patient, and is 
to be repeated every two ot three hours, pro re nata [as the 
cafe may require.] I have not been accuftomed to employ 
calomel in dofes, as recommended by doftor Guiteau ; but to 
a child one year Of age, I have adminiftered twenty grains in 
twenty-four hours, with the beft fuccefs* A blifter upon the 
throat fhould not be omitted. 

My own child, two years of age, havitig taken fifteen grains 
bf calomel in the fpace of a few hours, without any remiflion 
of the difeafe, was bled in the foot, by dividing the veins by a 
deep incifion, which procured an immediate relief* The fame 
Child, when four years of age, apparently in a ftate of fuffoca- 
ti6n* was removed oUt of dahger, by the lofs of fix ounces 6 t 
blood from the arm. 

In the autumn of 1805, fixteen patients following, were 
cured by bleeding and calomel ; and in no inftance have they 
proved unfuccefsful in my hands, when they have been feafon- 
ably employed. 

Antimonial emetics, without the addition of calomel, at the 
commencement of this difeafe, in three cafes out of four, ag* 
gravate all the fymptoms Of it. After inflammation’ is fome- 
what abated by bleeding and calomel, fmall emetics are bene- 
ficial to promote expectoration. 

As much as I am pleafed with doftor Guiteau*s practice, I 
do not agree with him, that thfc benefit deriyed frohi calomel 
in this difeafe is merely the efFeft of its emetic operation, and 
the inverted motions produced thereby ; becaufe a vomiting, 
from other emetics, would be productive of fimilaf effefts : 
but the cure is performed by its fpecific efFeft* 

Calomel, in this ftate of difeafe, as in other ftates, excites 
into aCtion the falivary and other excretory glahds of the fauces 
[mouth and throat] and parts adjacent, and promotes an in- 
creafed difcharge of the material naturally fecrcted to moiften 
that trachea [windpipe] •, and thereby prevents the formation 
of the membranous fubftance, made hard and adhefive by the 
abforption or evaporation of its more fluid parts, and which is 
lodged within the trachea. I do not, howetret, fhppofe that 
this membranous fubftance is the immediate caufe of death ; 
but it is occafioned by a fpafmodic fttifture of the epiglottis 
[a fubftance which in the aft of fwallowing dofes Up the paf- 
fage into the windpipe] rendered fo irritable by the inflamma- 
tion, that the very contaft of air induces a fuffocation, by clof- 
ing up the opening of the windpipe. The immediate relief 
procured by bleeding favors this opinion. 

JV re nth am > December , 1806. JAMES MANN* 

o a 
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Remarks.— Thtrt is one idea particularly, in the foregoing 
communication, which it is wifhed might be generally noticed ; 
it is that of obtaining blood from children, where other meth- 
ods have proved unfuccefsful, by “ a deep incifion through the 
Jkin arid cellular fubjlanee of the foot** Violent difeafes, in order 
to be fuccefsfully combated, oftentimes require the ufe of rem- 
edies apparently fevere *, and it is of great importance that 
people generally, more efpecially parents, fhould be apprifed 
of the ufe and neceflity of fuch remedies, in order that they 
may be prepared, fhould they be fp called, to meet the occafion 
which renders them neceflary, with the greater compofure and 
refignation. 


For the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

A popular Opinion controverted . 

Having, in my lad obfervations, touched upon fome of 
the deplorable confequences of hard drinking , I come now to 
take notice of an opinion grown popular not only with people 
generally, but even with fome phyficians, and which is, That 
habits of intemperance muft not be broken off fuddenly and 
altogether ; that when a man in this way has once got himfelf 
down 9 the abftra&ion of fpirit muft be gradual, diminifhing the 
quantity from time to time ; and that whereas he may have 
been in the habit of taking one quart a dayy he muft now be al- 
lowed but a pinty then half a pinty and fo on till he fhall be 
brought back to a healthy ftandard ; and all this, fay they, 
Becaufe the total . and fudden deduction of fo powerful a ftim- 
ulus from the fyftem woujd endanger the life of the patient. 
Juft as if a child, by fome accident, having been pitched into 
the fire, the kind mother fhould fay, Don’t take it out too fud- 
denly ; fetch it firft juft over the foreftick, then on to the and- 
irons, left the too fudden tranfition from fo violent an ex- 
treme of heat as that of the fire to the ordinary temperature of 
the room, fhould endanger the fafety of the child/ 

It is not my intention to go into any courfe of reafoning on 
this fubje&. I confider it as unnecefiary as arguments to prove 
that the fun gives light. I only wifh for a recurrence to plain, 
fimple fatls. In doing this I believe every man, whofe mind 
is not fettered by fyftems, will be perfuaded that this opinion is 
not founded in truth, that it has been taken up Without proper 
evidence, that it is deceitful in itfelf and ruinous in its confe- 
quences. And in the firft place, who is the man, who ever 
iuffered, or whofe death could fairly be imputed to a fudden 
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and total abftra&ion of ardent fpirits> where any proper fubftitute 
had been adminiftered ? I believe the inftance is not in the 
recolledtion of any one. In the fecond place, I would afk, 
Has there ever been an inftance, one fingle inftance, in a no- 
torioufly hard drinking man, of a reformation haying been 
brought about upon this retrenching fyftem P I preiutfj^uot. 
Certainly fuch an inftance would be new to me. Give a man 1 
of this character but his firjl cup , and afterwards you may as 
well attempt to reafon with the wind as with him. As well 
might you call out to a diftra£led man who fliouid have caft 
himfelf down from the pinnacle of fome mountain, and, while 
plunging in air, call upon him to ftop, to refill the force of 
his own gravitation, and thereby fave himfelf from the rocks 
beneath, as upon fuch a man, after having entered upon his 
cups, to refift the force of his habits and temptation. Thirdly,' 
there are inftances, (to the honor of fome be it faid) there are 
inftances, here and there an inftance in the recollection of al- 
moft every one, of complete reformation from habits of intem- 
perance and intoxication to that of fober and regular life. And 
now let me afk, how was the reformation in thefe inftances 
brought about ? Has it not in every inftance been efFedted by 
a fudden , a total and an entire abjlinence from the ufe of ARDEiNT 
SPIRITS, of every name and nature P Let fads fpeak for thera- 
felves. The man who may have been the fubjedl* of fuch a 
reformation, either from fhame, remorfe of confcience, love of 
family, or fears of death, has been brought to make a folemn 
paufe. He has furveyed the natural confequences and the 
ufuai termination of fuch a courfe of habits ; and, like a 
prudent man, forefeeing the evil, he has faved himfelf by a 
refolution, not of an ordinary nature, but a refolution guaran- 
teed by his moft lively fenfe of honor and manly pride, and 
which all the faculties and energies of his foul are engaged 
to execute, that he will not fo much as tafle more of ardent 
fpirits. And as is the ftrength of this refolution, fo, general- 
ly, is his fafety. But this refolution, from any circumftance 
being once overcome, his ruin is almoft inevitable.* 

It has been my lot, in fcveral inftance^to have for my pa- 
tients, perfons, who, after a number of fuyjpjSve days of intoxi- 
cation, had at length brought themfelves and exhaufted to 
their beds. A feeble pulfe, clammy fweats, fickuefs, hiccup, fright- 

* I knew an inftance of an habitual drunkard coming to a refolution of this 
nature, which being moft fcrupuloujly adhered to, he became a man of very- 
regular habits and much refpe&ed lor a number of years. He was at length 
brought low with a fever, and his phyfician, as is in fuch cafes common, pr«- 
fented for him wine , in confiderable quantities. The confequence was, to he 
fure r a recovery from his fever, but an immediate relapfe into his former habits 
of intemperance. 
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ful imaginations, delirium, convulfions, are fome of the alarming 
appearances which I have witneffed. My firft care, however, has 
always been to put every kind of fpirit out of the way of my 
patient, nor would I allow him fo much as a bitter infufed in 
fpirit. And in all inftances, where my orders have been com- 
plied with, after a few days I have had the fatisfaflion of find-, 
ing my patient recovering both ftrength and appetite, fo as in 
a little time to be about and capable of bufinefs. 

One authority in confirmation of the fitnefs and the truth of 
thefe obfervations, and I will have done. And this is no ordi- 
nary one. It is that of the juftly celebrated Dr. Ru(h. Upon 
this fubjefl the Doftor obferves : c< It has been faid, that the 
, difufe of fpirits fhould be gradual ; but my obfervations authorife 
me to fay, that perfons who have been additted to them fhould 
\bftain from them fuddenly and entirely . “Tafte not, handle 
not, touch not,” fhould be inferibed upon every veflel that con-r 
tains fpirits, in the houfe of a man who wifhes to be cured of 
habits of intemperance. To obviate for a while the debility 
which arifes from the fudden abftra&ion of the ftimulus of 
fpirits, laudanum, or bitters infufed in water fhould be taken 
* * **. By the temporary ufe of thefe fubftitutes for fpirits, 
I have never known the tranfition to fober habits to be attend- 
ed with any bad effetts, but often with permanent health of 
J>ody, and peace of mind.” # 

QBSERVATORo 

MaJfachufettSy February io , 1 807* 


AGRICULTURAL. 


On the Improvement o? Worn-out Land. 

By deep Trench and frequent Ploughing . 
Communicated to €t the Blockly and Mirrion Society , for promoting 
Agriculture and Rural Economy .” — By Richard Peters, Efq. 
Prefident of the fnd Society . Concluded from page 185. 

To perform the operation of trenching [turning two 
furrows in the fame place] which is unneceflary above once in fev- 
en years, I have a plough in the common form, but large and 
ftrong — the mortife in the beam long, fo as to admit of altering 
the inclination of the coulter, as you would wifh to go deeper 

* Medical Inquiries, Vol. 1. page 384. 
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or ihalloWcr ; and the mould-board is conftru&ed fo as to call 
off more earth than the common plough. With this pjough, 
drawn by two oxen and two horfes, or four of the former, I 
begin firlt by running as deep a furrow as poflible. The next 
operation is made with a light plough and two horfes, which pares , 
off the fod two inches deep, with a broad furrow, turning this 
fod in the trench, or the former furrow, with all its weeds, roots 
and other pelts to your foil. Thefe are completely covered up 
by the large plough, fome what narrower than the fmall one, 
and which running in the fame furrow, throws over a body of 
earth, which buries thefe nuifances * moil of which beipg placed 
beyond vegetation, ferment, rot, and become bleflings, by 
adding to the fertility of the foil. The depth from ten to four- 
teen inches, as your foil will bear. This, when I can do it, 

1 have finished before winter. Next feafon I give it a light 
drefling with lime, dung, or fuch other manure as I can obtain, 
and work it well with Indian corn, the molt common fallow 
^rop we have. 

In trenching I am fatisfied if I complete three quarters of an 
acre in a (hort day, though fometimes I do more. My plough 
runs, in the years fucceeding the trenching, no deeper than is 
required in good common ploughing, perhaps from five to fix 
inches. I frequently fow buck-wheat, and plough it in when 
in full bloilbm, as a green manure and covering crop. I have 
raifed potatoes, tap-roots, and cabbages, in grounds thus prepare 
ed, as fallow crops, to great advantage. The effects have an- 
fwered my mod fanguine expiations, and I therefore moft 
warmly recommend it. Be not uneafy if your profits be not 
immediate. Time and tillage are required to impregnate this 
new earth, which has, in itfelf, lefs food for plants, than it will 
obtain from the air by ftirring and expofure. To thofe, who 
will not confine themfelves to a fpot within their power to 
trench, I would recommend adding another horfe or yoke of 
oxeo to their plough, .and deepening their furrows, making it 
an objeft to turn up their fallows in the fall. This will be a 
ftep towards good hufbandry. If to this they ^ill add one or 
two extraordinary ploughings, the fucceeding feafons, their 
crops will amply repay them. 

The method I mention is not without its exceptions, of which 
the farmer, from fmall e flays, mult inform himfelf. Thq 
depth mult be regulated by the ftaple ; and there are fomc 
foils, not proper for wheat, and evidently improper for trench- 
ing ; though thefe are few. I know, too, that fome, and par- 
ticularly clay-farmers, are attached t;p their clods ; becaufe they 
keep the ground from consolidating, or, as they call it, faciden- 
ing or poaching. But it is belt not to fow wheat on fuch foils 
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till prepared by good tillage, with fome manure and a good 
courfe of cropping, as well fallow as covering, to precede this, 
which is juftly ftyled the golden grain. When thus prepared, 
the fermentation introduced by the manure will caufe a repul- 
fion between the particles, and the very nature of the foil will 
be changed. It is well known, that foil thus treated lies light 
and loofe and therefore to keep it afunder, has no occafion 
for clods ; to 'which even ftones (as they retain moifture- 
and contain no noxious roots or feeds) are, in many re- 
fpefts, preferable. Nor will this foil be fpewy, as it is com- 
monly termed ; as the roots will take deep hold* and want 

not the {helter or gradual nourifliment, which thofe, who are 
advocates for clods, hold out as neceffary in (hallow ploughed 

f rounds. Inftances are not wanting, where good crops have 
een obtained, harrowed in at one ploughing, late in the au- 
tumn, when the vegetation of the weeds or grafs have been end- 
ed or choked for the feafon* This may, with good luck, 

ferve a turn. The crop may get the ftart of the weeds and 

grades ; which they revenge by growing with more vigor when 
it is off. It is, on this account, had farming ; and (hould rather 
be treated as a fortunate exception, than as a rule. I do not 
here allude to wheat, fown at one ploughing, or a clean clover- 
ley ; for this is a valuable part of a rotation fyftem of farming. 
I will clofe this part of the fubjedl from Duhamell — t 
“It is often more advantageous to increafe the fertility of land 
by ploughing, than by dung. Becaufe in general only a cer- 
tain quantity of dung can be had 5 the produce of twenty 
acres being fcarcely fufficient to produce enough for four or 
five \ whereas the particles of earth may be divided and fub- 
divided almoft to infinity. The help derived from dung, is 
therefore limited, while no bounds can be fet to the benefit de- 
rived from ploughing.” This obfervation, of one who was an 
enthufiaft for the drill hufbandry, may be fomewhat tinged 
with attachment to fyftem 5 truth is generally between the ex- 
tremes, to which the advocates for favorite fyftems extend their 
fpeculations ; manures muft never be neglefted. But, with 
them, the practice here recommended fhould be ferioufly at- 
tended to. It will render their efficacy more beneficial, and of 
courfe require a fmaller quantity 5 without them, it is the bed 
fubftitute, that thofe, who cannot or will not obtain them, can 
apply. With all this, the farmer muft not be in too gT eat 
halte to obtain his ultimate profit. Time is required in the 
preparation. Fallow crops, which either cover or force tillage, 
will repay the expenfe in the neceffary ftages of improvement. 
We muft not crowd into one feafon, the bufinefs which will 
he ineffectual, unlefs three or four years be devoted to it % 
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When the end is accompliftied, its effe&s are not tranfitory, 
but permanently profitable ; and the perfevering cultivator 
will long continue happy, in the well earned and the rich re-* 
wards of all his patience and all his toils. 

Thus have I endeavoured to comply with the withes of the 
fociety, by propofing what to me appears “ the beft method of 
improving worn out lands.’ 1 If the means I have offered, be 
well known to the experienced agricultural^ of Europe, or of 
our own country, they are the more to be relied on. Ouf pro- 
feffion derives fubftantial advantages from well dire£ted prac- 
tice and experiments perfeveringiy executed. Theories, how- 
ever new, ingenious and amufing, are of little ufe, unlefs prov~ 
ed beneficial by thefe indifputable teds. 

By order of the Society, * 

RICHARD TUNIS, Secretary, 


Shearing of Lambs . 

To the Philad. Society for promoting Agriculture and Domcftic Manufa&ures. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I beg leave to communicate to the fociety an experiment 
I made laft year, on the fubje& of (hearing lambs. From a 
flock of ftieep, of the common country breed, I fele&ed five 
lambs, which were weaned in the month of March. On the 
firft day of Auguft I (heared two of the five, and took half of 
the fleece of the third from one fide. The weight of wool in 
Auguft was — 

No. i, - * - 2jlfc, 

No. 2, 2flb. 

No. 3, half of the fleece, i|lb. 

The other lambs, No. 4 and 5, of the fame age and condition, 
were not (horn. 

On fhearing my flock of Iheep this fpring, the month of 
May, the following was the refult of the experiment : — 

The fleece of No. 1, weighed - 


do. 

No. 

2, “ • " 

3|tt- 

do. 

No. 

3, from the fide {horn in Auguft, 


do. 

do. 

- not (horn 

2ib. 

do. 

No. 

4>, 

3**- 

do. 

No. 

5» 

3i*. 


The wool taken this fpring from the lambs. No. 1, 2, and 3, 
was not fo long as from No. 4 and 5 ; but the fleeces were 
much thicker, equally fine, and not the leaft matted. 
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This is a great national objeCl. Our hatters are in want of 
wool, for the manufacture of hats ; which might be fupplied, 
if the farmers were to (hear their lambs in Auguft. 

I am fo perfectly convinced of the profit and public utility 
of the practice, that I fhall continue it. — It is neceflary to keep 
the lambs and ewes in good pafture. My fheep had the run 
of a good clover field during the fummer, and were healthy. 

I am, gentlemen, with great refpeCt, 

Your friend, GEORGE LOGAN. 


To raife early Potatoes ; — extracted from an Englijh publication . 

Take the potatoes whole, and cover them up in horfe lit- 
ter 6f a moderate warmth ; let them remain there until they 
put forth {hoots of four or five inches in length, which they 
will do in two or three weeks ; then take them carefully from 
the litter, and put them, perpendicular and equal with the fur- 
face,* into a light dry foil, with more horfe dung. If the fea- 
fon be tolerable, they will vegetate amazingly faft. In this cold 
country, the laft week of April, or firft of May, is early enough 
to venture them out. By thefe means, potatoes may be had 
four weeks earlier than the fame variety can be raifed in any 
degree of perfection, were they planted in the ufual way. The 
above was communicated to me by a reverend clergyman of 
my acquaintance, who has praCtifed it with great fuccefs, for 
more than a dozen years. % 


[From the (Trenton) True American.] 

On Fining Cider . 

Cooper’s Point , March lo, 1804. 

KESPECTED FRIEND, 

As you have publilhed my method of fining cider with 
ifinglafs [fifli glue] which is a foreign article and expenftve ; and 
as I have, by $ne of my whimfical experiments, difeovered a 
method new to me, and with a domeftic material, generally 
thrown away as ufelefs, which, on the firft trial, has fucceeded 
far better than ifinglafs ever did with me \ and as it is my dif- 
pofition to wiih that any ufeful difeovery, which Providence 
throws in my way, may be ufeful to my fellow citizens, I fend 
you an account of it, which you are at liberty to make what 
jufe of you pleafe. 

*“ Perpendicular arid, equal with the furface by this we underftand, that 
the potatoes {hv>uld he planted with the {hoots {landing upright, and io deep in 
the earth as that they (the {hoots) may be juft feen peeping out of|he ground. — E. 
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Having killed a bullock, and my people having boiled the 
feet more than common, and let the liquor (land till cold, I 
perceived it to be a thick jelly, refcmbling diflolved ifinglafs 
and having fome cider not fined, I tried the above faid jelly, by 
warming it till diflolved \ then drew fome of the cider I intended 
to try with it, and mixed both together gradually in a tub, and 
kept conftantly ftirring the mixture till cold ; then drained it 
and put the mixture into two hoglheads of cider, mixing the 
whole as well as poflible, by working it with a dick fplit in 
four parts and put in at the bung-hole, I dire&ed it to be 
racked off in ten days, which was done ; and on my return 
home, found it as fine as any cider 1 ever faw, and greatly im- 
proved in flavor. — If you think proper to publilh any part of 
the above, it will be bed to do it foon, as cider fines bed 
previous to the trees being in bloom* 

JOSEPH COOPER. 


A Hint to Farriers . 

As at this feafon of the year it is not unufual for horfes 
to labor under fevere colds, especially if the wind continues 
long in the eaft and north-ead, which produces obdrudled 
perfpiration, and occafions various maladies *, an epidemic 
cold having appeared amongd horfes in the parts where I re- 
fide, I think it expedient to the public for me to communicate 
the methods which I have found fuccefsful ; and which I have, 
in fimilar cafes, experienced for many years to be of great 
utility, during my extenfive pradlice in farriery. 

Upon the firft attack, I take away about three pints of blood 
in fome veffel, and do not differ it, as is too frequently the 
cafe, to be fpilt upon the ground, by which means neither its 
date nor quantity can be duly afeertained. After it has dood 
a while, I then examine its appearances ; and if it wears a very 
fizy afpe£l, I order the operation to be repeated, and the fol- 
lowing medicines to be given every night : Take of nitre and 
lump fugar each two ounces, which diflblye in one pint of 
fpring water, with one ounce of flour of fulphur, in a warm 
bran mafh ; perfevere in the ufe of tfiefe till the fymptoms 
abate, which they generally do in a fliort time. Be careful to 
give the horfe moderate excrcife, and let him drink (whild he 
is out) the fofted pond water that can be got. One obferva- 
tion 1 have made, which I think worth attention, is, upon the 
decreafe of the diftemper, a quantity of fmall eruptions appear 
on the furface of the (kin, which foon recede by giving two 
ounces of crocus metallorum, finely levigated in a fmall quan-* 
tity ©f a cold bran maflb for a few days. 

London Magazine ^ 
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Mode of breaking Steers to the draught in a few days. 


Let 


[From the American Mufeum.j 


the farmer carefully yoke his fteers in a clofe yard 
or {table, and not move them till they get fufficiently accuftom- 
ed to the yoke, fo that they will eat their food, when yoked ; 
which will be in the courfe of a day. Let them be yoked 
again the fecond day, and a pair of gentle horfes or oxen be 
fattened before them, in which ftation let them ftand, until 
they become familiar with faid horfes or oxen, which will gener- 
ally be effefted in one day, excepting the fteers (hould be un- 
commonly wild, which will occafion a fecond day’s practice, 
after the fame manner ; and the next day, the fteers may be 
yoked, the horfes or oxen put before as ufual, and let them be 
fattened to a waggon or any other carriage ; they fearing the 
carriage behind them, and being accuftomed to the old oxen 
before, will proceed forward without being whipped or bruifed. 
By the above procefs the farmer will never fail of fuccefs in 
having good working oxen. , 


Windfor y ( Vermont ) January 17, 1807. 

DR. ADAMS, 

Highly approving the plan of the “ Medical and Agri- 
cultural Regifter,” and obferving that you commonly introduce 
into it meteorological obfervations, made in different parts of 
New England, I fend you the refult of thofe which I have made 
at this place during the laft year, to be inferted in the Regifter, 
or otherwife difpofed of, as you {hall think proper. 

Windfor village, where thefe obfervations were made, is on 
the weft bank of Conne£licut River, in about latitude 43 0 25'. 
About four miles to the fouth-weft of this place is Afcutney, 
a circular mountain of about 2500 feet in height ; it may have 
fome influence on the weather in this place, though probably 
not very great. 

Minute accuracy in fuch a courfe of obfervations, every one 
who has been adcuftomed to make them, will be fenfible is 
almoft impoffible ; but the general accuracy of thofe which I 
fend you, may be depended on. 

Yours, &c. B. FOWLER. 
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Refult of Meteorological Obfervations made at Windjor , ( Vermont ) 
in the Tear 1806. 
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Refult of Meteorological and other Obfervations , for January , 1807} 
made at Deerfield, Warwick , P or tf mouth, Smit /field, Hartford , 
and Bofon . 
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WEATHER. 
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fair 


22* 
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24 ? fair, fome 
2 5* 5 Sund. clouds 
26* — fair and ftill ; extremely cold 
27*— moderate fnow 
28 -^cloudy, rain 

30 ( d lajl quarter . 

31 — cloudy, fnow, rain. Hartford , 

a violent rain of 15 hours. 


5 Warwick , 4,7 inches ; fnow, 6,2 inches. 
Depth of water fallen id ram } SmithJield ^ 5 inches ; fnow, 7,0 inches. 


Remark . — Although the thermometer, on the morning of 
the 23d, at Smithfield and Bofton, indicated greatei* cold than 
on the morning of the 26th ; ftill, Monday the 26th* ih each of 
thefe places, was the coldeft day, a mean of the two extremes 
of heat on that day at Bofton being 5 0 above and at Smithfield 
below zero ; the fame on the 23d, at Boftori was 8° and at 
Smithfield 2§° above 6 or'zero. The thermometer at Bofton 
is expofed abroad, in a northwardly fituation ; we prefume it 
is the fame at Smithfield* The thermometer ufed at Bofton 
likewife has been compared with the one ufed by Mr. Cobb at 
Warwick ; whence it appears, that on the morning of the 26th, 
there was a real difference of 1 2° in the degree of cold in thefe 
two places, the thermometer at Warwick ftanding at 15 0 and 
at Bofton at 3 6 below zero on the morning of that day. 


Warwick^ January 31 , 1 80 ^. 

Thtf greateft part of the month has been extremely cold* 
Very fudden changes, but warmth of (hort duration. Twenty- 
four days of this month the range of the thermometer has been 
below the freezing point. At the commencement of the month 
the ground was covered with a folid mafs of fnow and ice, about 
four inches thick : the latter part of the month we had the 
addition of about fix inches of fnow. On the afternodn and 
night of the 3 1 ft, we had a very heavy rain \ the water being 
kept from the ground by the ice, formed rapid currents, which 
rofe to an unufual height, but no great damage fuftained in our 
vicinity. — Very healthy. ^ T . COBB- 

* Dns of continued froft, according to obfervations made at Boflon ; or,' 
d ys on which the range of the thermometer, through the whole tweniy-fouf 
hou:s, was below 3-°, or the freezing point. 
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Smithfield , January 31, 1807. 

The leather has been fair and fteady the greateft part of the 
month. The ground remained bare till the 18th; fi nee then 
it has been covered, till the fnow was carried off by the rain 
this day, which is the only florm of confequence during the 
month. The weather has been very cold fome part of the time* 
On the morning of the 23d, the mercury fell to 1 2 0 below o. 
And the whole fum of heat on the 26th, taken at fun-rife, 2h* 
P. M. and fun-fet, was 2° above o. — State of health remains 
nearly the fame as laft month. A Smithfield Subscriber* 

Hartford \ January 31, 1807* 

January, a cold month, but little ftormy weather. Healthy 
in Hartford. Some inltances of typhus fever in adjoining towns. 
A great number of robins flying about all over the country. 

Mean degree of heat the laft year (1806) was 49—,% one 
degree colder than the year 1805. 

Deerfield y January 31, 1807. 

Month very healthy, dry, and in general extremely cold. 
Perhaps few colder days have been known, in this latitude, than 
the 26th of this month. At fun-rife the mercury was io° 
below zero, at 2 o’clock P. M. 3 0 above, and at 10 in th£ 
evening 14 0 below. The weather became more moderate in 
the night; and at fun-rife next morning the mercury ftood at 
6° below zero. The day throughout was very clear, and al- 
moft calm ; the fun (hone with full luftre, but it had very little 
effect on the froft on the fouth fide of buildings, or where the 
fun’s rays fell perpendicularly. The day following was very 
cold ; the mercury Hood at io° above, at 2 o’clock P. M. but 
the day was cloudy, and a little fnow fell. 

Notwithftanding the feverity of the weather, robins have 
been feen during moft of the winter. I do not know that 
this is uncommon on or near the fea-coaft, where the winters 
are more mild than in the inland parts, but with us this is new. 

The quantity of fnow fallen this month is very fmall, the 
fouth fide of hills are now bare, and fleighing is not good. 
Springs are fo low that farmers have found it difficult to pro- 
cure water for their cattle. EP. HOYT. 

Ext rad from a London Paper . 

An eminent furgeon having been lately lent for to attend 
a maniac gentleman, the latter, as the furgeon was entering 
the room, difeharged a piftol at him, loaded with a brace of 
bullets, which lodged in the door. Upon the precipitate re- 
treat of the furgeon, the gentleman ran down flairs, plunged 
into a horfe-pond, and was perfectly reftored to his reafon by 
the cold bath. 
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Remark.— The foregoing fa& is fo far a ^confirmation of the 
correfinefs of the principles laid down by Dr. Curris, in his 
«« Medical Reports ,” that the efficacy of the cold bath, in con- 
vulfive diforders and infanity, is much promoted by its being 
employed during the moment of convulfion or height of phrenzy ; or 
(as he afterwards exprefles himfelf ) its chief benefit depends 
on its being ufed in the paroxyfm (or fit) of convulfion or of 
infanity. He alfo remarks, that the cold bath feems without 
effe&, in any fpafmodic diforder which , does not rife to the 
height of convulfion. He further obferves, that in cafes of 
madnefs and convulfion, the difeafe fhould not be too habitual, 
and efpccially fo as to produce infenfibility to impreffion \ that 
the fit fhould have a general influence on the frame, and that 
the digeftion fhould not be too much impaired, nor the vigor 
of the circulation much debilitated, left the action of the cold 
fhould be too ftrong for the living powers* 


■ ■ ~ ~ 4 
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JL HOU firft of arts, fource of domeftic eafe, 
Pride of the land, and patron of the feas, 

Thrift Agriculture ! lend thy potent aid, 

Spread thy green fields where dreajy forefts fhade ; 
Where favage men purfu’d their favage prey 
Let the white flocks in verdant paftures play; 

From the bloom’d orchard and the flowery vale. 

Give thy rich fragrance to the gentle gale ; 

Reward with ampleft boon the laborerVhand, 

And pour thy gladd’ning bounties o’er our land* 
Columbia’s Sons, fpurn not the rugged toil, 

Tour nation's glory is A. CULTURED SOIL ; 

Rome’s Cincinnatus, of illuftrious birth, 

Increas’d his laurels while he till’d the earth; 

E’en China’s monarch lays his fceptre down, 

Nor deems the talk unworthy of the crown.” 
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For the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

A certain vulgar Opinion controverted ; or. 

Cotton Wool, is it poifonous or not poifonous to a Sore ? that is the 
' $ue/ion. 

The circumftance of having fewed up a wound with cotton yam, there being 
no filk at hand, which, by certain knowing ones was pronounced to be bad 
pmftice, was what gave occalion to the following obfervations. They were, 
indeed, calculated to this particular circumftance, and under a certain lati- 
tude ; but, like new made almanacks, it is believed they will ferve for many 
other places without any fenfible variation. 

It is faid that cotton is poifonous to a fore. Indeed f 
but who faid fo ? Why, it is an observation of my grand- 
mother ; fhe had it of an aunt, who received it from her great- 
grandfather, to whom it had defeended in the line of his ancef- 
tors through feventeen generations. It was firft introduced 
into the family by an old female acquaintance ; (he had it of 
an unmarried elderly lady , living in the neighborhood, who was 
always noted for being very ready and willing among the lick* 
'This woman learned it of an Itinerant do&or, of whom (he 
occafionally took medicines, who, as it is reported, had it of an 
Indian fquaw, and fhe — ■ — brought it into the world with her 1 1 
* To doubt the propriety of an opinion fo venerable for its an- 
tiquity, may, undoubtedly, be matter of aftonifhment. The 
prefent, however, is an age of inquiry, and of free inveftigation : 
and however much I may abhor tyrants and kingly poorer, yet, 
in my opinion, there is no flavery more ignominious than that 

YOL. i. * 
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of the mind. I hope, therefore, I (hall be permitted to proceed 
in this inquiry ; and I flatter myfelf, that in the end I (hall be 
able to make it appear, that this opinion is tyrannical and op- 
preflive •, that u is an impofition upon the human underftand- 
ing •, that it is fraught with great abfurdity, and fometimes with 
mifchief. 

In doing this, I (hall reft the burden of my argument princi- 
pally upon one quejlion . . It will, perhaps, be new to fome of 
you \ indeed, many) I prefume, never thought of it before. 
It is \Ki$-~J¥hat REASON is there for fuppofing Cotton to be 
foifonous to a fore? 

Does this appear from any inveftigation which has ever been 
made of its qualities ? Do you know it from any pcftive effects 
of this nature, which have ever fallen under your OWN obfer- 
vation ? Can you difcover it by tailing, by fmeliing, by decoc- 
tion, or by tinfture ? What produ£l do you gain from it by 
diftillation ? Scattered on bread and butter, did you ever know 
it anfwer any purpofe in dejlroying RATS f 

Now, profefling my high confideration and moft dutiful re- 
fpedi for all the grandmothers, great-grandmothers, unmarried 
elderly •womens &c. who either live or have lived, together with 
my implicit faith and moft cordial belief in all their opinions, 
maxims, and common fayings, which they have ever taught and 
believed, or would have believed, many of them, had they lived 
to a more advanced age, except fo much as relates to cotton wool) 
which being a dry, inlipid, inodorous fubftance, perfectly defti- 
tute of any medicinal quality hitherto difeovered or known, I 
do therefore proclaim my diflent to the idea of its being poifon - 
ous to a wound. 

But perhaps in all this, fome may fuppofe I am no more 
than filings my intention, however, is to be ferious y and I 
wifh to be thought fo. I confider it one of the greateft evils 
to medical fcience and medical men, that there are fo many 
perfons, who, without experience and without knowledge, are 
fo ready to approve or condemn things in a phyfician of which 
they know nothing. 1 am not one of thofe, however, who 
wi(h to (hroud themfehres in darknefs on medical fubjefts ; 
nor do I wi(h to conceal the ptinciples of my own pra&ice. 
Never would I difguife a medicine, could I know beforehand 
that my patient and my patient’s friends were free to exercife 
a natural (hare of common fenfe. And as I would not like 
again, and on a fimiiar occafion, to meet with fo bold an inter- 
ference in my profeflional duties, I will now attempt a plaun 
illuftration of the principles which governed my choice of cotton 
yarn in preference to linen, in this inftance of fewing up a 


Digitized by 


Google 





MEDICAL. 


1807 .] 


227 . 


wound. And fird, every perfon, by feeling on a cotton and 
then on a linen ragjpwHl difcoyer a remarkable difference ; th£ 
linen rag is exceedingly fmooth and even to the touch, whereas 
the cotton one feels more rough and irritating. Secondly, the 
fame perfon, if he will take the trouble to examine a thread 
made of cotton and another made of flax, will find the linen 
thread remarkably hard , fo that by forcibly drawing it againft 
the flefli, it may be made to cut through the lkin \ on the other 
hand, he will find the cotton thread to poflefs a great degree 
of foftnefs, fo as to be utterly incapable of any fuch effe&. 
Whence this conclufion follows — that, in cafe of fores, where 
there is an extent or furface of raw flelh, and applications are 
made to it with an intention that it lhould heal over, in fuch 
cafes a linen rag is preferable, on account of its fmoothnejs being 
lefs fubjeft to chafe and irritate the fore ; where parts have 
been cut or divided bv fome (harp cutting inftrument, and the 
intention is to retain hy a ligature or ditches the divided parts 
together, in order that the fides of the #ound may unite, isi 
fuch cafes cotton yarn is preferable on account of its fiftnefs y 
being lefs fubjeft to cut and tear the flelh. A greater or a lefs 
degree of fwelling, as mod people mud know, fucceeds to every 
wound ; as the fwelling proceeds and increafes, the wound in- 
clines to gape open \ in this date, the lips or edges of the wound 
having been previoufly fewed together, the lkin is drawn forci- 
bly and hard againd the ditches or threads. If then the thread 
ufed in taking thefe ditches be of a hard, wircy nature, die 
lkin, in that cafe, is exceedingly apt to be cut and tom, in con- 
fcquence of which the wound gapes open, the cure is delayed* 
and theigtention of the furgeon is defeated. 

Thuirfeive I attempted a brief ifludration of this fubje&, 
and I fubmit it to the common underdanding and apprehenfion 
of every one, if what I have faid be not the truth. No more, 
then, of the poifon of cotton to fons> and a thoufand other things, 
which thwart the rational purpofes and views of the phyfician. 

Mankind are too much given to prejudice 5 they fuck in 
opinions like their mother’s milk, and trouble themfelves no 
more with a confideration of their fitnefs, than the unthinking 
infant does of the food by which it is nourifhed or the air it 
breathes. Painful mud it be to every mind of refle&ion, in 
certain cafes, to fee the credulity of human nature. Under- 
ftanding is infulted, reafon de baled, and common fenfe kicked 
out of doors. While we poflefs the faculties of intelligence, 
let us exercife them fo as to do honor to ourfelves and judice 
to the whole human race. 


MaJfachufettSy March 4, 1807. 
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Of Cold Water , as a Remedy in the Scarlet Fever and 

Ulcerated Sore Throat, 

This is that difeafe, which, with the greater proportion 
of people, is ufually known by the name of Ra/h> Canker Rajh> 
or Throat Diflemper s all which, inftead of being fo many dif- 
ferent difeafes, as they ate ufually apprehended to be, are only 
different fpecies of one and the fame difeafe.* 

Our bufinefs at this time, is to exhibit fome of the examples 
and the fuccefs of the ufe of cold water, by affufion, in this 
oftentimes violent, mod diftrefling, and very fatal difeafe. The 
bare mention of cold ivater> as 3 remedy in fever and other dif- 
eafes, Will undoubtedly bring to the recolle&ion of the reader 
the name of Dr. Currie, who has done fo much toeftablifh a 
rational theory on this fubjeft, and who at this moment is re- 
ceiving the gratitude of thoufands in Europe, as the rich reward 
of his labor and patience. 

We have already, in a former number of this work,f given a 
brief fketch of the Doftor’s practice, with this remedy, in ner- 
vous fever,, together with our motives for doing it. We fhall 
now do the fame, as it refpe£l$ the difeafe under confideration. 

w Upon the attack of this difeafe, after fome fhivering and 
other fymptoms of incipient fever, in an hour or two the heat 
begins to return, and fpeedily mounts up far beyond the tem- 
perature of health. It is on the firft appearance- of this high 
temperature, that it is neceflary to a& with vigor. On our 
condudl at this critical feafon, the patient’s life often depends. 

“ The plan that I follow,” obferves the Doftor, “ if called 
in at this early period, is, to ftrip the patient and da£h four or 
five gallons of” cold water <c over his naked body. This pro- 
duces its ufual cooling effc&s •, but thefe are lefs permanent 
than in typhus. In one or two hours afterwards, the heat is 
often found, on examination, as great as before ; the affufion 
is therefore again and again repeated, as the obftinacy of the 
heat may indicate. It is fometimes neceflary to ufe it ten or 
twelve times in twenty-four hours. At the end of this time, 
hut commonly earlier, the force of the fever is broken 5 and a 
few tepid affufions, at longer intervals, are fufficient to fubdue 

it entirely A difpofition to reft and fleep follows this 

bold arreftation of the fever. 

* “ Experience decides, that the Cmple Scarlet Fever, the Scarlatina Angi- 
nofa, the Scarlatina (or Angina) Maligna, and the Scarlet Ulcerated Sore Throat, 
without the efflorefcence on the fkin, are merely vai ietics of one difeafe.” See 
Dr. Willan’s Third Pamphlet on Cutaneous Difeafes, page 281 ; a very rare 
and valuable work. 

+ Page 161. 
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“ In cafes where, from the timidity of parents or the appre- 
henfions of thofe with whom we are called to confult, this 
deci five pradtice cannot be fully adopted, the tepid affufion may 
be had recourfe to, with very confiderable but inferior effedt. 
It will not arreft the difeafe, unlefs very flight, but it will mod- 
erate its violence by diminifhing the heat.” 

The following is an example of the Dbdtor’s practice, in die 
cafes of two of his own children, one five and the other three 
years of age, in the fummer of 1801. The Dodlor’s family 
was at that time in the country. 

“ On the morning of the 15 th of Auguft,” the Do&or ob- 
ferves, u a meffage was fent me, that the eldeft of the two had 
been reftlefs and uneafy in the night, with feverifli chills, and 
pain in his head and back. I faw him in feven hours from the 
firft of thefe chills ; he was then becoming hot, and had vom- 
ited up his tea; his face and neck were beginning to flufh. 

The youngeft brother followed him ftep by ftep, at the 

diftance of about feven hours. The heat of the eldeft foon 
railed the mercury of the thermometer to 106°, 107°, and 108 0 , 
[98° is about the ufual temperature of health] and in both the 

fymptoms prognotticated a violent difeafe I {hut myfelf 

up with thefe boys entirely 5 and with plenty of pump water 
and a pocket thermometer, I prepared, not without anxiety, t® 
combat this formidable difeafe. . . . * . As foon as the fenfation 
of heat was fteady in my okieft boy, I ftripped him naked, and 
poured four gallons of water over him of the temperature of 
64°. The ufual good effects immediately appeared, but at the 
end of two hours he was as hot as ever ; the remedy was again 
applied, and repeated as the return of heat indicated. By the 
time the eldeft was ready for his third affufion, the youngeft 
was ready for his firft- The heat rofe in the eldeft to 1 09°, in 
the youngeft to 108°, and the pulfe in each was upwards of 
150. In thirty-two hours the firft had the affufion fourteen 
times ; eight times cold, twice cool, and four times tepid. 
Twelve affufions fufficed in the cafe of the youngeft,' of which 
feven were cold. The fever was in both completely fubdued.” 

Such is the Dodfor’s pradtice in his own family. Hence* 
and from many other fadts, examples, and cafes, prefented in 
his c< Medical Reports” it appears, that cold water , judiciously 
applied, will, under certain circumftances, extinguilh fever no 
lefs than fire. 

We have been induced to take this view of the fubjedf, in 
.confequence of a letter from a much refpedted friend, who is 
exprefs in recommendation of this practice, having fe$n the 
fuccefs of it in the town where he lives. We (hall conclude 
with an extradl from this gentleman’s letter. 
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Extract tif & privatt Letter from a Gentleman of great refpeB&bilitj 
to the Editor , dated * * * *, September 1 8, 1 806. 

As the Throat Diftemper (is it is called in this country) is % 
very deftru&ive malady, I was furprifed to find, in the eflay on 
the Angina Maligna , publi(hed in your fourth number,* that 
no mention was made of the external ufe of cold water for its 
Cure, or even for its relief. Dr. Currie, in the third edition of 
his " Medical Reports” moil exprefsly extols its ufe in this dif- 
cafe ; in confequence of the fuccefs which has attended the 
employment of it by himfelf and by profeffor Gregory, each in 
the cafe of fever al of his own children ; confirmed by a confider- 
atble variety of infiances in the praftice of himfelf and others. 
The remedy has been applied in this town without any incon- 
venience ; but the heat of the fkin has not been fufficient to 
juftify its repetition, unlefs in one cafe, when cold water was 
thrown over a child five times in twenty-four hours, with the 
happieft refult, as it terminated in a perfe£fc cure. It is faid 
ilfo, that fome one in the interior of the country has had fimilac 
good fortune, in repeated infiances. 


AGRICULTURAL. 


For the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

Of Clever , and its great Importance in Agriculture. 

Clover is univefally known as being an excellent 
grafs; but how much farmers have it in their power to improve 
their farms by means of this fertilizing plant, is not generally 
known in thefe New England States. 

c< The feed of clover was firft brought to England from 
Brabant in Flanders, foon after the conclusion of the horrible 
civil wars, occafioned by the rival claims of the houfes of York 
and Lancafier ; and the circumfiance of its being brought ori- 
ginally from Flanders, has given it the name of Flanders grafs . 
The introduction and cultivation of this grafs in England, fo 
exceedingly altered and improved the face of the country, in a 
very few years, that it was thought to have indemnified the 
nation, in point of property, for the ravages and waftes of the 
fthen] late wars. 

* £age 49. 
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" The white clover makes the bed of pafture. It nourilhes 
and fattens animals beyond any other grafs. It gives a rich 
and delicious flavor to mutton, and to the milk cf cows, and 
produces butter dnd cheefe of the higheft excellence. — The red 
clover, while it produces the belt hay for horfes, at the fame 
time, enriches the ground. As it is tap-rooted, like the carrot,, 
it draws a portion of its nourifhment from a depth below the 
furface, to which the roots of mod other plants do not extend ; 
*and after the fward is turned over by the plough, and the roots 
of this clover are diffolved, they make a fine manure, and in a 
meafure prepare the ground for wheat, or almod any other crop.” 

41 One of the cheaped and mod obvious improvements,** 
dbferves a writer of the middle States, “ and to which England, 
is more indebted than to any other, is the fowing of grafs feeds, 
and particularly clover , and putting in their wheat upon a clover 
lay indead of an expenfive fallow.” The pradlice is as follows : 
The clover field, having been mowed or fed off, is generally 
turned up the fecond year of its having been laid down to grafs. 
The ploughing takes place a little before the time of fowing 
the wheat. A fecond ploughing would be of material injury, 
as is abundantly proved by experiment. About eighteen or 
twenty days from the time of ploughing, the weather and other 
circumdances being favorable, the roots of the clover will have 
begun to rot. This is the exa£l time to put in the wheat. 
The land is previoufly harrowed in a dire&ion with the furrows^ 
the wheat fown and harrowed in, without fo much, if poffible, 
as turning up or moving from its bed a fingle furrow. This is 
what is called fowing or putting in wheat upon a clover lay 9 and 
is confidered one of the greated improvements in modern agri- 
culture. Even in* the middle States, in purfuance of this prac- 
tice, together with the ufe of gypfum, the face of the country, 
in many places, has been entirely renovated, and what before 
was a barren field is now converted to a fruitful foil. ( 

There are many tra&s of pine land in thefe New England 
.States, which, generally, are never feeded with grafs, and which 
it is believed might be improved much in the fame way, ex- 
cepting perhaps the fubdituting of rye for wheat. I have 
myfelf feen as fine clover growing on fome of thefe pine lands, 
as upon any lands whatever, after they had been brought into a 
proper date of fertilization. In the middle States, I believe 
about one half of the clover feed intended to be put in, is fowed 
at t^e time of fowing the wheat ; the other half is referved and 
fowed about the time cf the going off of the fnow in the fpring. 
In this way they are rarely if ever difappointed, and generally 
take one cutting of grafs fome time after taking off the whe*t. 

A Friend to Jmprov£A*ent> 
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A Comparifon between the Advantages and Di/advantages 
of Agriculture in Britain and in America . By Robert R. 
Livingston, Efq . 

The firft advantage England poflefles, confifts in he^early 
fpring ; this enables the fanner to commence his work fooner 
than he can in this country : to this caufe it is owing, that fuch 
cyops as require early fowing on a well prepared fallow, fucceed 
better in Britain than here. Barley, for inftance, requires four 
good fpring ploughings, and yet fhould be put in by the firft 
of May* this cannot be done here, except upon very light 
lands, our clays being hardly fit to plough before May ; but 
light land will not produce good barley without manure. In 
England it may be raifed to advantage on ftrong loams, and 
even on clay. v It is for this reafon that barley is nearly as 
cheap in England as here, though every .other grain is nearly 
fixty per cent, dearer than in America. The fame reafoning 
applies to beans, which are unprodu&ive in England, unlefs 
fown in February and March, which is hardly poffible here on 
ftrong clays, the foil thefe require. Turnips cannot be raifed 
in our climate to advantage, as a food for cattle ; the feafon in 
which they are fown being ufually very dry, and the plants 
liable to be deftroyed by the fly. 

Great Britain has alfo fome advantage over us in the fhort- 
nefs of the winter, but much lefs than is. generally imagined. 
Their autumn is cold and wet ; and though there is fome ap- 
parent verdure, yet the vegetation is fo flow, as to render it 
ufual for good farmers to houfe their cattle by the firft of 
November, rather than fuffer them to poach their fields, in 
gleaning a fcanty fubfiftence from them} nor do they turn 
them to pafture till late in April. 

Thefe, I believe, are all the advantages that the Britifh far- 
mers fairly claim over us. Let us now examine thofe we ex- 
clufively poffefs. The nobleft of thefe is the maize, or Indian 
corn [which does not grow in England.] Neither, the beatfs* 
or turnips* of Britain can be compared with this plant. Firft, 
it need not be planted till the laft of May, fo that the farmer is 
never hurried by it with his fpring work. Secondly, it is cul- 
tivated with a plough or horfe-hoe •, and as the plants are large, 
and placed at five feet diftance, there is. ample room for this ; 
and though it is alfo ufual to hand hoe, yet, as this is done after 
the ground is loofened by the plough, and when the plant is a 
foot high, and then only juft about the ftem, it is eafier tri^boe 
ten acres of this than one of the turnips or beans. Thirdly, it 

* Both thefe (beans and turnips} are important crops in England, for the 
fcedipg of hprfcs, cattle, and fhcep. E. 
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defies the drought, and never fails to make ample ifeurns" to 
the hufbandman that cultivates it with diligence ; forty bufhcls 
an acre being a common yield when well tended, and from 
fixty to feventy in a good foil and in the belt ftate of cultivation. 
The grain furnilhes a palatable and nutritious food for man, and 
is greatly fuperiorto any other fpecies for farm ftock. And 
while bean-haulm is of little value, the tops and blades of maize 
are not inferior, if gathered in feafon, to the beft hay; and as 
"this crop is eafily and neceffarily kept clean,' it is the beft of 
ail fallow crops. 

The want of turnips in this country, may be amply compen- 
ted by carrots, which may be raifed at lefs expenfe here than 
Britain, becaufe we have much fewer weeds, which are the 
greateft enemies to that root ; by cabbages and potatoes, which 
grow well here ; and* by pumpkins, which are raifed in very 
confiderable quantities in our Indian corn fields, without any 
other expenfe than that of dropping a few feeds in the hills and 
carting the crop. Nor can I help recommending them as a 
rich and nutritious food, that will fave two month’s hay, if ufed 
in the beginning of winter, and afford milk and butter equal in 
quantity and quality to the fineft pafture. 

Thefe legumines would not be fo much negledted here as 
they generally are, were it not that hay is made in this country 
at half the expenfe that it requires in the moift climates of 
Britain. Vegetation there is extremely flow ; their fpring is 
nearly one month earlier than ours ; yet, though their wheat 
begins to grow in March, it is not reaped till late in Auguit; 
ours is cut fix weeks earlier, though it does not begin to vege- 
tate till late in April ; fo that it takes five and one half months 
in Britain, to perfett a crop which is performed here in little 
better than three. The fame caufes influence the growth of 
grafs. In foils, therefore, of equal quality, much lefs will grow 
in a given time in Britain than in America, as I infer from the 
g &Mft al average of their clover and natural grafs in not exceed- 
ingours, though they are longer in a growing ftate. It is true, 
that the moifture of the climate, and mild winters, give a great 
verdure to their fields at fome feafons ; but this is only an 
apparent advantage, which deceives fuperficial obfervers, while 
it is attended with real inconveniences ; firft, the grafs itfelf is 
by that circumftance rendered lefs nutritious, as is well known 
by every fcyrmer ; fecondly, while the hay is lighter, it is got 
in at more expenfe than ours, which is made at the driefl fea- 
fon of the year. In our crops of grain we enjoy fimilar advan- 
tages ; their harvelts are frequently wet, while nine years in 
ten ours is got in without the leaft obftrudlion from rain. The 
produce would alfo, I am well fatisfied, be greater here thanjn 
England, on highly cultivated foils, fincc it is well known 
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that the ftrength of the draw depends upon the dryneft of the 
feafon. In a moid climate, therefore, without fufficient fun 
to harden the draw, heavy crops mud be very often injured 
by lodging, efpecially if we take into confideration, that high 
winds are much more ufual in Great Britain than here. Blight 
and ipildew are effefts of a moid climate. • Thefe are feldom 
and partially known in this country, prevailing only in particu-* 
hr didrifts, in extraordinary feafons. In Britain it often hap- 
pens, that wet weather, when the wheat is in bloffom, affefts 
all the wheat in the kingdom, many parts of which, on this 
account, do not pretend So raife it. 

If vegetation is flower in Britain than here, and if the graft 
is alfo lefs nutritious, it mud follow, that with the fame atten- 
tion to dock our padures with the bed grafs, and to keep the 
cattle out of them at improper feafons, a larger dock may be 
maintained on the fame quantity of ground in this country than 
in England ; and thus the difference in the length of our winter 
be amply compenfated. This obfervation leads me to a cir- 
cumdance in Britifh hufbandry, which might be advantageoufly 
praftifed by us. Many of their farmers fow rye, for the ufe 
of their fheep and lambs, in the fpring. In order to do this, 
they mud be at the expenfe of a fallow ; and as their rye grows 
two-fifths flower than ours, it mud follow, that they can only 
keep three fheep where we may have five. If, therefore, this 
praftice is advantageous in England, it would be much mor$ 
fo in America, to fow our corn fields with rye, to feed off with 
(beep in the fpring, not only becaufe of the additional numbers 
we can keep, but becaufe we are more pinched for fheep-food 
in the fpring ; befides that, the rye that cods the Britifh farmer 
a complete fallow, cods us nothing but the feed, if fown among 
the corn when it is topped. As five fheep will leave more 
manure than three, the rye field fo fed down, will be left in 
better order here than it would be in England. 

In the healthfulnefs of our dock, we have great advantages 
over Britain. Among our black cattle I have been told that 
fome diforders prevail, though they arc fo extremely rare, that 
in twenty years fince I commenced farming, I do not recolleft 
to have loft one creature, unlefs it were by fome accidental 
hurt ; nor have I known any others to die among my neigh- 
bors, except from the fame caufe, or bad keeping in the fpring 5 
and while the rotfweeps away whole flocks of fheej) in Britain, 
it is a dilorder entirely unknown in this country. 

All thefe natural advantages being in favor of the American 
farmer, I fliall be afked how it happens that the lands in Britain 
?ire more produftive ? The anfwer is,- More labor is expended 
upon lefs land there; and the product is always in proportion 
to the labor, the foil, and the climate. 
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For ike MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

Of Bots , and the proper Treatment of Horfes affefted by them. 

By Dr. Rowland Green. 

DR. ADAMS.* 

When i forwarded the communication refpefling 
the horfe bee, I then thought never to write one fyllable again 
on the fubje£t. Since that time, I have been requefted, by 
fome of your fubferibers, to reply to fome pieces, which have 
appeared in the Regifter, on the fame fubjedl \ and having a 
propenfity to aid the caufe of inquiry, I have attempted it. 
The gentlemen who have communicated on the fubjeft arc 
thanked, and I hope will be excited to further dnveftigation. 

In addition to what was faid in Regifter No. 4, refpe&ing 
the removal of bots from the horfe’s ftomach, it may not be 
improper to obferve, that it is difficult to phyfic a horfe effedlu- 
ally, that a larger quantity is required than is generally thought 
neceffary, and that calomel, given in quantities of half an ounce, 
feldom has any effedl on bots, except in their infant (late, and 
even then it is to be doubted whether it will be generally effec- 
tual. Horfes do not commonly manifeft fymptoms of bots, 
until the infe&s have confiderably advanced towards their full 
growth, and then phyfic, however ufeful in removing inflam- 
mation, will have little effedt in removing them from the 
' ftomach. 

With refpedfc to blood-letting , it is eafily performed with a 
phleme in the jugular veins. Bleeding in the mouth , is im- 
proper, as the quantity taken cannot be known. When a horfe 
is difeafed with bots, large bleedings are neceffary, as fmall 
Ioffes of blood anfwer no valuable purpofe. We ought not to 
fuppofe that blood-letting is not a proper remedy, becaufe it 
does not always cure : it ought to be the firft reforty and not 
the laft, when every prefeription is unavailing, 'l ime and op- 
portunity are loft, by thofe who tamper with a lick horfe, day 
after day, tormenting him with frequent drenches, with a view 
to remove the infedts from the ftomach, until the poor animal 
finks irrecoverably, either from the preffure of difeafe, or the 
improper preferiptions, or both. About the 10th of March, 
1806, a fmall horfe was feized with the fymptoms of bots. 
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The fymptoms, efpecially the cough, increafed rapidly to the 
15th, at which time fix pints of blood was taken from one of 
the jugular veins : this moderated the lymptoms \ but it was 
thought proper to take more blood, and on the 17th fix pints 
more was taken, and feemed to perfeft the cure. The horfe 
was fit for common labor in a few days, and no fymptom of 
difeafe remained. The inflammatory afie£lion of the lungs was 
removed, and not the bots, which were the caufe of that affec- 
tion. However, as the bots were not removed, but continued 
to prey upon the ftomach, all the fymptoms were liable to recur 
again, fo long as the infe&s remained there, and continued to 
a&. And this took place : for towards the end of May, the 
fymptoms again appeared, and increafed to the 2d of June, 
when feven pints of blood was taken, on which all the fymp- 
toms difappeared, and have never fince occurred ; neither was 
it greatly to be expe&ed from the fame crop of infefts, for in 
the months of June and July they pafs off, and feek an afylum 
in the earth. 

Some fuppofe that no prefcription is of any ufe, except it 
* removes ,the infe&s ; but let thofe gentlemen refleft, how often 
they have feen children laboring under inflammatory fymptoms, 
caufed as they fay (and perhaps rightly) by worms •, they have 
adminiflered antiphlogiftics, and the patients have recovered, 
without the lofs of a fingle worm. It is a faft, that many 
complaints, arifing from irritation, may be mitigated, and the 
patients made comfortable, when the caufe of that irritation 
cannot be immediately removed. 

In making experiments and obfervations, we “ ought to be 
diverted of ail partiality, have no favorite hypothefis to fupport, 
and to have no view but the difeovery of truth.” “ Superficial 
obfervations are apt to lead into error, and often contribute to 
raife the reputation of foolifh preferiptions.” 

In Regifter No. 6, ' fait is mentioned as a preventive means, 
a*»fo certain preparations of mercury. From a number of ex- 
periments, it appears, that the frequent or daily application of 
itrong brine to the parts where the bee places her eggs, is no 
bar to prevent her objeft, neither will k injure the eggs. Sep- 
tember 6, 1 806, immerfed a number of eggs in ftrong brine, 
and after twenty-four hours had elapfed they were taken out, 
and on the 16th were examined, and found to contain the in- 
fers in good health. Salt* is undoubtedly good for a horfe, but 
that it is ufeful to prevent bots from injuring him is not proba- 
ble. The daily application of mercurial ointment, fo powerful 
in deftroying vermin, will not entirely prevent the bee from 
her defign, yet it may deft^py the eggs; but in this way, it 
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would be exptnfive as well as difagreeable, and fall far fhort of 
that Gmple and eafy plan of fcraping them off with a knife.* 
Mercury is not fo effe&ual in deftroying bots as is generally 
thought. September 16, 1806, immerfed a number of fmali 
bots, with one which was full grown, in a ftrong falution of 
corrofive fublimate ; the fmali bots died in about fixty minutes, 
but the full grown one was taken out fix hours after its immer- 
fion apparently unhurt. 

In Kegifter No. 10, alum water is recommended to be “ ef- 
fe£tual to detach bots from the coats of the horfe’s ftomaph,” 
&c. “ But (fays the writer) when the bots have worked through 
the coats of the ftomach, he cannot be cured with alum water ; 
but if it be given before the bots have worked holes through 
the coats of the ftomach, the horfe foon recovers.” Mr. Har- 
rington fpeaks with great confidence in alum water ; he fays, 
“ it never has failed with him.” Others, perhaps, have fpoken 
with as much confidence in rum, tobacco, aloes, &c. &c. 
Some time fince experiments Vere made on bots with alum, 
but the minutes are loft, and all that is recolle&ed is, that the 
refult was fuch as gave no confidence in it. — A gentleman in 
*this vicinity, in December laft, had a horfe feized with fymp- 
toms of bots, and was diretted to try Mr. Harrington’s alum 
procefs, which he did with exa&nefs, and tke horfe died the 
following night. On opening the ftomach, &c. numerous fmali 
bots appeared, but the coats of the ftomach were not perforated, 
and in fa£t, the llomach was lefs injured than is ufually the 
cafe. The bots were fmali, and had “ worked ” no “ holes ” 
in the ftomach ; but had produced much irritation. The lungs 
were affe&ed as ufual. If alum could have any effeft on bots, 
furely this was a favorable cafe : the bots were young, fmali, 
and lay in a fituation favorable to be afted upon by it ; but the 
bots kept their hold ; the alum did not detach them from the 
ftomach. Can alum be ufeful in cafes where the lungs are 
affetted with inflammation and its confequences ? If the affec- 
tion of the lungs had been removed, it is highly probable that 
the horfe would not have died. It is not here fuggefted, that 
alum was the caufe of the horfe’s death, but that it is an im- 
proper prefeription to cure a horfe, when inflammation, & c. 
items to be the immediate caufe of death. 

Mr. Harrington further fays, that the fmaller fpecies of horfe 
bee <{ produces only the worms.” If this is true, the worms 
mud produce the bee. Experiment and obfervation prove oth- 
erwife. A bee of the fmaller fpecies was known to proceed 

' * See page 58. 
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from a bot, which was fecured in a glafs veflel, while in its 
chryfalis ftate. 

We are informed, that in fome cafes the coats of the ftomach 
are perforated by the infe&s 5 and if our information is corre&, 
in fuch cafes there can be no remedy. But fome may fuppofe 
that fuch cafes are incompatible with life — that the animal dies 
before fuch deftruftion of the ftomach can take place 5 however, 
the prefumption is, that fuch cafes are feldom, and ought not 
to difluadc us from ufing proper means to preferve the life of 
that ufeful and noble animal. The practice of forcing into the 
ftomach inflammatory articles, as rum, &c. and even boiling 
water, (which has been done) approximates to favage barbarity,, 
without anfwering one valuable purpofe. 

Upon a moderate calculation, there dies annually 200 horfes, 
in the State of Maflachufetts, by means of bots \ at the mod- 
erate price of 50 dollars each, the total amount of lofs will be 
10,000 dollars: certainly worth preferving. The preventive 
means (fee page 58) are eafy and certain ; but when ncgle&ed, 
and difejfe has taken place, the remedy is doubtful. 

The writer of this paper was informed by an obferving man, 
who is in a line of feeing horfes difeafed with bots, that “ he 
had tried repeatedly, every method generally propofed, to de- 
tach bots from the ftomach, and had witnefled their inefficacy •” 
that “ he had frequently noticed, that horfes difeafed with bot$ 
had a feverifti heat and that, “ in his opinion, bleeding large- 
ly., in the firft ftages of the difeafe, is the only known remedy, 
and by which he had frequently fucceeded.” 

R. GREEN, jun. 

Mansfield , February 3, 1807. 


Refult of Meteorological and other Observations > for February , 1 807 4 
made at Deerfield , Warwick , P or tf mouthy Hartford , and Bofton . 
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WEATHER. 


1 — Su*>i f. rain laft night ; a great 
frefhet ; fnow, fair ; rivers 
broke up ; ice 2 feet thick 
« — a little fnow, fair 

fi*) cold 
6* — fnow 

fair New Moon . 

Sund. and 
cold 

hazy weather, 
clouds 
and fame 

lunfhine 


16* > 
17*5 
18 — 

’9 1 
20 * | 
21 * > 
22 I 

J 

2 4 — 

25 ) 

26 £ 

27 ) 

28 - 

Depth of water fallen in rain, Warwick t 5, 


14 — violent rain all cby and night 


*5 “ 


Sund. rain con- 1 ) fir/l quarter. 
liriued ; a remarkable fie flirt ; 
a great deflrufbon of mills, 
bridges, &c. fair P. M. vio- 
lent winds in the night 
fair and 
cold 

fnow, rain ; a rainy night 
fair. 


brifk 

Sund. Full Moon . 

winds 

cloudy, night fnow, 4 to 8 in. 
fair 

overcaft 

75 inches ; fnow, 13 inches. 


Warwick, February 28, 1807. 

This month has been cold ; fome very heavy raips, and 
ftreams of water uncommonly high ; fnow moftly diffolved and 
formed into folid ice ; fleighing tolerably good the greateft part 
of the month. Hay fcarce. 

Healthy except bad colds, which are met with more or Iefs 
in almoft every family. W. C. 

Hartford , February 28, 1807. 

• Mean degree of the three winter months, 25.72. The win- 
ter unufually cold : not fo much fnow as fome years, but fteady 
cold. — Healthy in Hartford. 


Deerfield , February 28, 1807. 

We have had feveral violent rains this month, and as the 
ground was covered with ice, very little water penetrated the 
earth, but ran into the rivers and produced fudden frefhets ; 
by the enormous piles of ice brought down by thefe, much 
damage has been fuftained, in this and fome of the adjacetft 
towns, in the deftru&ion of mill-dams, bjidges, &c. which have 
been fwept off. It is believed that the damage -done through- 
out New England, is greater than that of any year fince the 
Settlement of the country. The ground is (till covered with 
ice, but very little fnow remains. 

The month has been as healthy as ufual. pp jjqyt 

* Days of continued froft, according to obfervations made at Boftvn ; or, 
days on which the range of the thermometer, through the whole twenty-four 
hours, was below 32°, or the freezing point. 
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To Agents for the Regijler . 


The miils going out from 
Bofton are generally crowded or fall, 
io that the Regifter, for all thofe places 
where it is wifhed, cannot be received 
at the poft -office in this town, on the 
day of publication. Many of our 
Agents, who have been in the habit 
of' receiving their Rcgifters by mail, 
could, perhaps, as conveniently re- 
ceive them by ftage, or by the coaft- 
ers, or, where they have frequent op- 
portunities of fending into town, by 
> rivare perfons. In either of thefe, or 
any fuch way, which they could in fu- 
ture adopt, and would be fo good as to 
order, it would oblige us; as, fo doing, 
it would make room, and afford us a 
better opportunity of accommodatiift 
thofe who are in firuations to receive 
the Regifter no other way than by mail. 
Any' d:re&ion refpeXing their bundles 
and the places of having them left, for 


ftages or coafters, fhall be faithfully 
attended to. And in refpefl to the 
R -gifters which fhall continue to be 
lent by mail, we fhall be under a ne-_ 
ceffity of being one or two weeks in 
getring them out, and this fooner or 
later, according as there may be room 
for receiving them in the mails; fo 
that thofe of our agents and fubferibers 
who are depending for them in this 
way, are not to be difappointed, if they 
do not receive the Regifter the firft or 
fccond week of its publication. We 
fhall endeavor, however, in all inftan- 
ces, to be fo far in feafon, that each 
number fhall 1st. received before an- 
other becomes due. Numbers which 
have been or fhall be mifearried and 
loft, as is fometimes the cafe, may be 
ordered again at a convenient opportu- 
nity, and fhall be fupplied anew. 


Bill of Mortality . 

We muft be allowed to exprefs our the number of returns which have been 
regret, in not having been more gen- received. We fhall delay making any 
erally favored with the attention of «ufe of thefe at prefent, hoping ftill that 
gentlemen of the clergy, in furnifhing other gentlemen, from confiderations 
us with the materials for a Bill of Mor - of public utility, will be induced yet 
ta/ity, where they have -it in their to comply with our felicitations, 
power. Something fhort of twenty is 


To Correfpondents. 

The parody by u A Youth” poffeffes Fli nt, on (he fubjeX of improving 
ingenuity, but as we apprehend it might meadow lands, was received too late 
by fome be thought to carry reflexions for this number ; it fhall appear in our 
different from the meaning and inten- next. — Alfo, our Fitchburg correfpon- 
tion of the author, we hope we fhall dent is thanked for his attention ; his 
be excufed in not giving it a place. — communication, however, is neteffarily 
A communication from the Rev. T. deferred to the next number. 


CONDITIONS OF THE REGISTER . 

Published monthly, the laft Wednefdav of every month, at One Dollar per 
annum, delivered at the office, payable half yearly, ip advance. 


Conducted by DANIEL ADAMS, m. b. 


BOSTON t — Printed by Manning & Lo ring, at whofe Bookftore, No. s, 
Cornhill, any orders or communications for the Regijler will be received. 
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MEDICAL* 

Per the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

Medical Extracts > No. III. 

Beauty improved .—* To improve and beautify the lkin, is am 
objedl worthy of attention, and is productive of many ufefui 
confequences. The face is the index to the body, and nature 
has fo determined, that internal difeafe is manifefted in the 
countenance* Cleanlinefs and flexibility of the (kin are fome 
of t^e principal requifites to the health and comfort of the 
individual. Uncleanlinefs, fedentafy employments, many arti- 
cles of diet, intemperance, impure air, and warm liquids, con- 
tribute to Tender the (kin unfit to difcharge the impure fluids, 
which, if retained in the body, are liable to fettle on it, and 
produce eruptions* Habitual fore eyes, red notes, and eruptive 
faces, generally fpeak in a language not hard to be underftood. 
Eating chalk, drinking vinegar, applying preparations of mer- 
cury or lead, or any artificial quack cofmetic whatever, with a 
view to improve the {kin, is very unfafe, and falls fhort of the 
. objefl. If there is any cofmetic in nature, it is water ; which 
is fafe, eafy to be obtained, and never fails to produce good 
efFefls. Water ought to be ufed freely and frequently : but an 
African may as well be bleached, as to remove eruptions from 
the face, without be flowing due attention to the ftate of the 
body. 

To improve the flfin, three things are neceffary 

i. Due attention to infenfible perfpiration, which is an 
important procefs, by which nature expels hurtful and ufelefs 
particles ; it keeps the (kin foft and pliant, animating it with 

Vol. i. 
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the vigor of life. The healthy individual perfpires daily above 
three pounds of impure fluid ; and no difeafe can be cured 
without the co-operation of the (kin, the conduftor of perfpira- 
tion, the organ to purify the fluids. Exercife promotes a free 
perfpiration. Bathing is an excellent fpecific, as it cleans and 
enlivens the Ikin, and fits it to perform its office ; refrefhes the 
mind, and gives a fenfation of eafe, a&ivity, and cheerfulnefs ; 
removes ftagnated fluids in the capillary veffels, and promotes a 
uniform circulation of the blood ; preferves the folids foft and 
flexible, and is a powerful means of preferring beauty. Avoid 
uncleanlinefs, fudden changes of heat and cold, and impure air, 
all which retard peripiration. 

2. Purity of the fluids. This depends on a free perfpira- 
tion, and a found ftate of digeftion. The healthy flomach can 
only produce healthy fluids ; hence it ought never to be over- 
loaded with fat and crude articles, or inundated with large 
quantities of warm tea or coffee. Animal food, when copioufly 
ufed, difpofes the fluids to an impure ftate, creates a bad breath, 
and renders men more bold and fanguinary in their tempers; 
all which is manifefted in carnivorous animals. Large quanti- 
ties of tea or coffee weaken the powers of digeftion, efpecially 
if taken hot. If tea is made too weak, it operates like warm 
water, relaxes the ftomach ; and if made too ftrong, gives un- 
natural heat, and produces tremblings. The immoderate ufe 
of coffee is alfo injurious, leading to nervous difcafes and erup- 
tions in the face. A nourifhing diet, confiding principally of 
farinaceous fubftances, and a fmall proportion of animal food 
will be proper, and is one of the fureft means of preferving 
health and obtaining long life. Tea or coffee, if made neither 
too ftrong nor too weak, may be moderately ufed, if taken not 
too warm. 

3. Equal diftribution of the fluids. When the blood is 
profqfely thrown to the face, it produces unnatural rednefs and 
flufhings. Avoid the frequent ufe of every kind of heating 
liquor, as punch,, wine, &c. but efpecially abftain from the free . 
ufe of ardent fpirits, that liquid fire, which deftroys an equal 
diftribution of thedflood, parches the Ikin, removes a fair com- 
plexion, and fubftitutes a peculiar color, which has been figur- 
atively called the morocco in the face. 

Air .— Air is that colorlefs, tranfparent, elaftic, compreflible, 
and heavy fluid, which furrounds the earth, and is called atmof- 
phere. _ It fupports animal life, pervades all animate and inan- 
imate matter, and combines with a variety of foreign ingredi- 
ents, It contains water in folution, by which it combined with 
falts; it is frequently faturated with putrid exhalations. Every 
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foot ftpiarfc of our Bodies fuftains z quantity of air td 
l66o pounds ; and the difference of preffure which we fuftain, 
at different times, is very great* When all foreign^ingredients 
are feparatcd from the air, it ftill remains a Compound fluid* 
confifting of three different fpecies 5 oxygene (pure air) azote ' 
(mephitic or impure air) and carbonic acid (fixed ait.) In one 
hundred parts of atmofpheric air, there are feventy-two of 
azote, twenty-feven of oxygene, and one of carbonic acid. 

Oxygene is refpifable, fupporfs life, gives the red color to the 
blood, and promotes combuftion* A candle will burn longer 
in it, and with greater heat and more brilliant flame, than in 
common air. Animals live in it fix or feven times longer than 
in atmofphetic air. All adds have it for their bafis* It is 
exhaled from vegetables when expofed to the fun* 

Azote is iiTefpirable, deftroys animal life, extinguiflies fire, 
and greatly promotes thfc growth of vegetables. A candle will 
not burn in it. It arifes from every change which atmofpheric 
air undergoes in combuftion, putrefa&ion, and refpiration. 'It 
accumulates in apartments filled with people, or containing 
articles newly painted with oil colors, or in which fragrant 
flowers are kept, without having accefs to frefh air* All fuch 
places are unhealthy* 

Carbonic acid is unfit for refpiration; animals cannot live in 
it : neither is it proper for vegetation. It extinguifhes fire, and 
has a fuffocative power. It arifes by fermentation of vegetable 
matters. It exifts in combination with chalk, lime-ftone, and 
alkalies. It is one ingredient in mineral waters, and when 
taken gives energy to the ftomach. fermented liquors contain 
a portion of it, and receive from it a pungency which is agree- 
able to the palate. It has occafioned fuffocation, on opening 
tight cellars, where large quantities of wine, cider, or beer 
were fuffered to ferment. 

Hydrogene or inflammable air is not a conftituent part of th$ 
atmofphere. It does not maintain combuftion, but takes fire 
When in contaCt with common air, by the application of a body 
already heated. Combined with oxygene, it forms water. It 
deftroys apimal life, by producing convulfions. It is generated 
in the inteftines, mines, buryingrgrounds, ftagnant waters, and 
fwamps where plants are putrifying. It has caufed fuddeii 
death, on opening deep pits, defeending certain wells, and other 
Confined places. 

Carbonic acid is heavier than oxygene or azote, both of 
which are heavier than common air, and hvdrogene is lightefk 
of all. 

The mafs of the atmofphere is corrupted, by the refpiration 
of men and animals, diffolution and putrefaction of fubftances, 
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And would at length become imcompetent for its original defig- 
nation, if nature had not provided for its reftoration, by the 
growth and vegetation of plants, cold of winter, &c. Mod 
plants correct bad air when expofed to the light of the fun, by 
exhaling oxygene ; on the contrary, they corrupt the air during 
the night, or in the {hade, by exhaling impure air : but on the 
whole, there is a vaft balance of oxygene produced, for the 
azote generated by a plant during a whole night fcarcely 
amounts to a hundredth part of the oxygene exhaled from the 
fame plant in two hours in a fair day. The cold of winter 
interrupts the growth of plants, and effe&ually flops the pro- 
grefs of putrefaction. 

Warm air relaxes, oppreffes the nerves, and quickens the 
circulation ; but cold renders the body more compaft, increases 
the appetite, and ftrengthens the powers of digeftion. Damp 
air relaxes and debilitates, occafions a flownefs in the circula- 
tion, impedes perfpiration, and depreffes both the body and 
mind. Damp places are unhealthy in cold weather, but more 
fo in warm ; moifture impairs the energy, and heat increafes 
the evil, by opening the pores, through which the moifture 
penetrates the body. Dry and cold air promotes ferenity both 
of body and mind. Dry and hot air affedts like heat, enervates 
the body. Sudden tranfitions from cold.to hot, or from hot to 
cold air, are irfjurious, efpecially the latter. Exchange of bad 
air for that which is healthy, is fafe at all times. 

Among the different winds (which are ftrong commotions of 
air) the north is comparatively the moft wholefome ; it purifies 
the atmofphere, renders the air dry and ferene, and imparts to 
the body vigor, aftivity, and a lively color. The fouth wind 
relaxes and weakens. Too dry weather is more healthy than 
that which is too moift. Of the four feafons, the autumn is 
the moft unhealthy; vegetation is declining, and the air is 
filled with corrupted particles. If the temperature of the air 
correfpond with the natural conftitution of the feafon, we may 
expeCl health ; on the contrary, difeafe. All ftrong feented 
bodies, of whatever nature, render the air impure, and are 
many times injurious to delicate conftitutions. The local con- 
flitution of the air, depends not only on the exhalations of the 
foil, but alfo on the different vapors blended with it, by the 
wind from adjoining places. A dry and fandy town, healthy 
Q.f itfelf, may be rendered very unhealthy from the vicinity of 
marfhes and ftagnant waters. The air of every climate, cold, 
temperate, or hot, may be healthy, provided it be pure and 
dear, occafionally agitated by winds ; but a grofs atmofphere, 
loaded with animal and vegetable exhalations, is deleterious. 
A country producing good water, generally has a falubrious 
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air ; and as the bed water is taftelefs, fo the belt air is without 
fmell. 

It is of the utmoli confequence that the air fhould be good 
in dwcHing-houfes, and this cannot be expe&ed where cleanli- 
nefs is not obferved. Rooms, and efpecially bed-rooms, fhould 
be well aired, by opening the windows daily in fair weather. 
A free current of air Ihould pafs through fleeping rooms every 
day, even in the winter. If the weather be good, the windows 
ihould be opened early in the morning, and be fhut at funfet, 
or when the room is properly aired, or when there is more 
danger to be apprehended from the external air than the in- 
ternal. It is no (mall hazard to leave the windows open during 
the night, in the fummer time 5 perfpiration may be checked 
and difeafe enfue. In houfes which are furrounded with trees 
and plants, it will be proper to lhut the windows at funfet, and 
if hazy weather, before, and not to open them until after fun- 
rife. It is unhealthy to deep in a room where there are quan- 
tities of green fruit, provifions, or goods of any kind ; they all 
render the air impure. Unclean linen taints the air, and 
Ihould never be fuffered to remain in a fleeping room. Clean- 
linefs is a Chriitian virtue, and no perfon can be amiable with- 
out it. 

Every room is filled with three different ftrata of air : firft, 
the loweft is the heavieft, the carbonic acid gas ; fecond, the 
middle is the lighted atmofpheric air •, and third, the uppermoft 
is the lighted or inflammable, and the mod impure of the 
three, in confequence of refpiration, &c. Inr lofty apartments 
this uppermod dratum is not infpired, the fecond being higher 
thgn the height of a man, and is the mod wholefome. The 
burning of oil and candles corrupts the air, and the vapor of 
charcoal is very unhealthy, efpecially in clofe apartments, pro- 
ducing dupor and death. Plants and flowers may be placed in 
dwelling rooms expofed to the fun, but they ought to be re- 
moved at funfet. Large trees with a thick foliage fhould not 
be planted near the windows ; they obdrudl the light and frefh 
air, and thus tend to make the rooms damp, and their exhala- 
tions in the night are unhealthy. Trees planted eight or nine 
yards from the houfe are ufeful, as they do not obdruft the 
light and air, but afford a cooling (hade in fummer, emitting 
falubrious exhalations during the day. Feather beds have a 
tendency to corrupt the air, and fhould not be ufed in warm 
weather ; but if ufed, they ought to be well aired every day. 
We ought to avoid fudden tranfitions from hot to cold air, and 
endeavor to accommodate our drefs to the temperature of the 
air, and not to the follies of fafhion. 
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Charlatanical tmpofiure . — That f( the practice of phyfic has 
been taken up by the lazy and ignorant,” and that (s charlatan* 
ical impofture has kept pace with the credulity ” of the age, 
needs no proof. " A reformation of the abufes in the pra&ice 
of phyfic” is very defirable, and “ ought to be attempted and 
profecuted with zeal.” The praftice of phyfic requires a ftrong 
mind, found judgment, and natural acutenefs. A judicious 
phyficiaii confiders himfelf merely an affiftant to nature ; when 
her force is fufficient, he leaves her to perform the cure. But 
feme never leave kind nature to herfelf ; but fall to work with 
the lancet and emetics, cathartics and blitters, tonics and feda* 
lives, pills and powders, and hence never know the utility of 
any thing. They feem to forget, that the great art of admin- 
iftering medicines, is in well timing them, and regulating the 
dofe or quantity, fo as to have the defired effe£t. Danger is 
to be apprehended from the unprincipled, who are fuperficial 
in knowledge and judgment, and have impudence enough to 
place themfelves above embarraflment. There are fome who 
imagine they underftand the nature of every difeafe, and have 
an enthufiaftic notion of the powers of their prescriptions, and 
are never difturbed with doubt, having an arcanum for almoft 
every difeafe, however incurable in its nature, pretending to the 
power of taking a malignant difeafe out of nature’s hands, and 
reftoring health to the patient in a furprifing manner ; but 
mark, reader, thefe are among the fuperficial and oftentatious. 
Sortie are in a habit of boafting of the many extraordinary cures 
they have done, the vaft quantity of bufinefs on their hands, 
the furprifing efficacy of their powders and platters, even to 
difarm the cancer of its fling, &c. &c. but they do not tell of 
thofe who by their means are removed from time : thefe bring 
conjeftures for fails, and affertions for proofs. Some are al- 
ways troubled with bad cafes, and are always telling how very, 
amazing fick their patients are, black, putrid, bilious, very fick 
indeed, fickeft ever feen, &c. : but this is in order to enhance 
the credit of their preferiptions, if the patient fhould recover, 
and fecure a retreat from blame, if he fhould die : but this is 
mean and illiberal, and difeovers great deficiency. A wife 
phyfician will aim for the truth, and exercife that liberality and 
benevolence which ever command refpedl. 

0 , 
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further Obfervations on paring and burning Meadow Lands* 

By the Rev. T. Flint. 

DR. ADAMS, 

A WRITER in a late Regifter, over the lignature of 
u Patience,” controverts the mode of tilling meadows which I 
attempted to defcribe. Why he has been pleafed to entitle it 

my improvement,” or why he has faid, « I feem to fuppofe I 
may recommend it confidently,” I am at a lofs to fay. Nothing 
which I advanced, I truft, will warrant either. If, however, 
to have a full perfuafion myfelf of its utility, make it u my im- 
provement,” and “ recommend it confidently ” to others, be it 
fo. Nor are the objeftions, though perhaps more forcibly and 
happily ftated, new to thofe who have fo cultivated their 
meadows. The procefs in queftion has ftruggled through 
them all, and in this place has vanquilhed its enemies : indeed. 
In five years time it has more than repaid the original value of 
the land. 

The remarks of “ Patience ” feem to refult from a hafty de- 
cifion, and difplay more of the orator than the reflecting agri- 
culturalift. Omitting mere declamation, and fele&ing what is 
to the point, there remains four or five Sentences, in which are 
thefe obje&ions. Firft, This method lowers meadows ; they 
fhould be raifed. Secondly, Allies are pernicious upon wet 
lands. 

We admit that meadows fhould be effectually drained. Firft 
advantage of the difputed procefs.. It radically drains the mea- 
dow, leaves it almoft as dry as high lands ; and conclufive proof 
of this is, that on all meadows fo cultivated, the fineft crops of 
rye have been raifed. No vegetable is fooner injured by ftag- 
nant water than rye. 

We do not “ recommend ” this tillage upon level intervale 
meadows, which are already covered with feeded grades ; but 
upon deep, mofly, cold, funken meadows, covered with clumps 
and haflbcks, from which rife coarfe and reedy grades, which 
cling fo clofely to the foil,' that no other tillage will eradicate 
them. If the elevation of a meadow of this afpeCfc were, on an 
average, five inches above the ftream which waters it, we con- 
tend, that it would be drier after this procefs, and after lofing 
by it two of thofe five inches, without any diiching whatever, 
tnan in its natural ftate. And why ? Becaufe it would be 
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cleared of mofs, as retentive of water as a fponge, and its num- 
berlefs circular haffocks, indenting it with a thoufand little 
ponds, which find no efcape between the obftru&ing haffocks, 
except by evaporation during the fujtry months. And a formi- 
dable obje£tion to the plan of covering it with earth from the 
high lands, is this : — You mull cover it from twelve to eighteen 
inches deep, to bury the haffocks y which, if not buried very 
deep, would only (hoot out their graffes with more luxuriance* 
But the procefs before us not only tends to drain the meadow, 
by removing pbftacles which impede the pafiage of water, and 
mofs which retains it, and indentations fcooped out to hold it ; 
but it always fuppofes ditches at regular intervals, communi- 
cating with the main ditqh, of two or three feet depth, and 
continued in the main ditch to a water fall. Where the mea- 
dow is pxtenfive, and owned by different people, mutual advan- 
tage will call them to unite, in order to lead the main ditch to 
a water fall. The furface is thus raifed from ten to fixteen 
inches above the ordinary elevation of water in the ditches. 
But we can recur to no argument more evincive of the draining 
tendency of this tillage, than the fait, that rye always has flour- 
ifhed after it. 

But while we admit with “ Patience/ that redundant water 
is injurious r we conteil his dogma, that it is the general and 
chief caufe of flerility in meadows. Is not what is called 
with great propriety the “wild nature,” little bullies, white 
mofs, polypod, bucks-horn, brakes, cranberry vines, haffocks 
filled with toots, as tough as twine, attaching themfelves fo 
clofely to the foil as to defy the plough and competition from 
better graffes ? Let thofe who have remarked the general afpedl 
of barren meadows in this State, fay, if thefe are not the pre- 
vailing caufe of flerility. 

It is meadows of this defcription to which this tillage has 
been chiefly applied. They have a foil from three to eight feet 
deep above the pan. This foil hafrbeen forming from creation, 
from the depofite of rivulets and rills, turbid with leaves and 
the finer and richer particles of earth, fwept from the adjacent 
high lands. In meadows ditched the pad autumn , 1 leaves, mak- 
ing a confiderable proportion of the foil, were found at the 
depth of three feet, in fuch prefervation as to enable you to 
afeertain from what trees they fell. Such prefervation, during 
fo many ages as ijmft have clapfed in forming three feet of foil, 
fhews how completely they had been fhielded from fermenta- 
tion. Second advantage of the tillage before us. It bares the 
meadow to fun and air, allows them to penetrate the furface, 
and confequently to begin a fermentation, which is ^forwarded 
*lfp by the heat of fire, “ Patience ” cannot have adopted the 
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popular idea, that lire confumes in the fenfe of annihilation. 
It deftroys nothing; and is only a folvent, reducing crude and, 
undiffolved fubft^nces back to their component principles : but 
neither docs this effect take place any deeper than the fod llruck 
off by the hoe. Thus, inftead of burning up or annihilating 
the foil, it only diflolves fubftances, which were not only ufe- 
lefs, but impeded vegetation, and fits them to be taken up again 
as food for other vegetables. Nor is the beneficial effect of 
fire upon low lands of modern eftimation. One of the earlieft, 
mod beautiful, and inftruttive writers upon agriculture of an- 
cient times, advifes the farmer to burn his low lands “ with 
crackling flames.” u Urere crepitantibus flammis.” 

But “ Patience” declares, “ that it has been the uniform 
experience that burnt meadows have been fpoiled. I have 
no doubt l^ias been a general impreflion, that they would be 
fpoiled, and tnefe preconceived notions have finally come to be 
thought the refult of experience. Befide the inftance which I 
mentioned, as giving rife to this tillage, there is another in my 
recolleftfon, which had a very different iffue. In a bucks-hom 
meadow in the lower extremity of Middlefex, fire was acciden- 
tally kindled and fpread among its innumerable fibrous roots 
with great rapidity. « The neighbors ” were raifed in vain. 
Half an acre was burnt over, to the depth of two or three inches. 
The confluence was, the land, inftead of being fpoiled, was 
fpon covered with luxuriant jointed blue grafs, and has con- 
tinued to produce valuable crops until this time, although it 
was burnt as much as twelve years ago ; the bucks-horn is, 
however, gradually regaining its empire. 

But we come to the mod formidable obje&ion of al) ; an 
objection which is to “ raife the neighbors,” and which levels 
the policy of this tillage with that of him who “ burns his bam 
for the fake of the afhes.” The pernicious tendency of afhes 
upon wet lands, is a maxim which has been handed down from 
father to fon. But every thing'which has the fan&ion of an- 
tiquity and tradition is not therefore true. Experiment is 
overwhelming many of thefe ancient ftruflures with gigantic 
ftrength and fpeed. Alhes, ufed principally upon wet lands, 
in this vicinity, at leaft command more than double the price 
they did five years fince. None realize their bad effe&s but 
thofe who do not ufe them. Indeed, the fertility which follows 
their application upon a barren flat, is apt to make the farmer 
forget the original meannefs and poverty of the foil, and to be 
difappointed when his land returns to its primitive date. Afhes 
have been fuppofed to have an effect upon foils, analagous to 
ardent fpirits upon man. There is, in our view, no analogy « 
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the cafe ; and if there were, a meadow four feet deep has re- 
fources inexhauftible. 

I have heard before of the calx of neutralized afhes, but hav- 
ing ufed them myfelf upon wet lands for five years, I have feen 
nothing of it. The meadows in queftion have been fo tilled 
five years, and there is yet no fenfible diminution, either in 
quantity or quality, of the crop. ' During the part autumn, 
when grafshoppers and drought had tinged the high lands with 
yellow, I went upon meadows which have been four years 
under this cultivation. According to M Patience,” I fhould 
have found the furface a heath, baked with a hard calx, like a 
tract recently overwhelmed with an eruption of AStna. So far 
from it, when cattle were famifhing in the open fields for want 
of feed, thefe were covered with a fecond crop, a continued 
green, a charming contraft with the reft of the profpeft. 

A ftrong preemptive proof that this tillage does not ruin 
the foil, is, that it has prevailed in thofe countries where agri- 
culture is beft underftood, as England, and particularly Ireland. 
It is there eftimated, that peat afhes have but a fmall portion of 
alkaline falts, but are rather like burnt clay, abforbcnt, and are 
a highly valuable manure upon meadows. 

None will difpute the utility of covering low lands with an 
inch or two of earth from the high lands *, but befides that, it 
is an expenfive and flow procefs, and upon miry meadows well 
nigh impracticable. The very meadow upon which the culti- 
vation which we " recommend 99 will profitably apply* can re- 
ceive no advantage from that method, unlefs covered fo deep 
as to bury the hafTocks and kill the “ wild nature,” which would 
require perhaps a foot of earth. 

Upon the whole, l can fee no reafon why meadows of any 
confiderable depth, fo cultivated, fhould not be as durable in 
fertility as natural meadows. 

Lunenburg^ March , 1807. T. FLINT. 


For the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

Of White Fijh as a Manure ; the Method of ufing them ; 

their fertilizing Effects, and the happy Confequences which have 
followed from the Ufe of them . 

Many are the fpecies of manure which have been made 
ufe of in this State, efpecially fince the American revolution, 
to renovate and fertilize lands which have been reduced by 
repeated crops, the great importance of which is now known 
and acknowledged by all. One of the molt approved of thefe 
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is the plafter of Paris, which may be obtained at a low rate, 
which renders it an important objeft to the man of fmall for- 
tune, and is adapted to every variety of foil, for grain of all 
kinds, and grafs, but efpecially of clover, if applied to lands 
remote from the fea. But the fame fubftance, when put on 
lands near or within a few miles of the fea, has been found to 
be almoft totally deftitute of any enriching or meliorating 
properties.* Providence has, however, kindly furnifhed far- 
mers refiding near the fea with another fpecies of manure, in 
all refpefts amply compenfating for the failure of the plafter, 
which renders the earth more fruitful and produftive than any 
fubftance whatfoever, heretofore made ufe of for the like pur- 
pofe, in thefe parts. 

The manure alluded to, is no other than a certain kind of 
fmall fifh, termed by fifhermen (and now generally known by 
the name of) White Filh. About the laft of May, or during 
the latter part of the feafon for catching Shad, immenfe fhoals 
pf thefe fi(h are annually fent to vifit our fhores, and ufually 
continue their vifit feveral months. And what renders them 
more eminently important to the farmer, is the cheap rate at 
which they may be obtained ; the price of i,oco being one 
dollar, or at mod one dollar and a quarter : 3,000 are ulually 
carried at a time with a good ox team, and three fuch loads 
will richly manure an acre of land ; indeed, 7,000 will pretty 
well ferve for that quantity of land. So numerous and plenti- 
ful are they, that the fifhermcn frequently take 20,000 or 
30,000 at a draught. 

The method praftifed by thofe who firft made ufe of thefe 
fifh as manure, was to place them in the field in a heap, mixing 
them with earth while heaping, the proportion of earth being 
equal to five or fix tinges the quantity of fifh, and leaving them 
in that ftate till the feafon for fowing winter grain ; when, 
being pretty much incorporated with the earth which had been 
mixed with them, the whole has been commonly fpread on 
the piece defigned to be improved, after being firft ploughed. 
The grain was then fown and harrowed in as ufual. How- 
ever, farmers have lately fpread the fifh on the ground, when 
firft brought from the fea, and have ufually ploughed them in - 
immediately, and left the ground in that ftate till feed time, 
when the ground being crofs-ploughed, the grain was then 
fown and harrowed in as before. Land thus manured, has in 
many inftances produced furprifing crops of wheat : but wheat, 
however, is not fo fure, nor will it generally, even with this 
mode of culture and this manure (though unqueftionable the 

* This obfervation does not accord with the experience of Mr. Brown. 
fief his obfervations, page 198 — 203. E. 
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richcft) yield fo liberally as rye * the former producing com- 
monly not more than twenty bufhels to the acre, and indeed 
fometimes falling fhort of that quantity ; while the latter, when 
manured as above, will generally yield thirty buihels, and often 
more, on a like quantity of land. Moreover, the fame land 
will, the enfuing feafon, without being further manured, pro- 
duce a good crop of rye ; this will, however, be inferior to the 
former, but may notwithftanding be called a plentiful crop, and 
will fometimes amount to twenty-five, and fometimes will not 
exceed twenty bufhels to the acre. 

' In addition to the preceding obfervations, it ought to be 
noticed, that this kind of fifh is very peculiarly beneficial for 
manuring land intended to be fown with turnips, which have 
been found to be fingularly fweet and palatable, and may be 
kept much later in the year even than fuch as have been raifed 
on new land (which heretofore have been efteemed the bed) 
being much lefs fungous than thofe which are taifed by any 
other mode of culture, and producing in much greater abun- 
dance ; an acre of land affording as much and often more than 
four hundred bufhels. 

Fqrther, this kind of manure has a very happy effeft in the 
produ&ion of potatoes, applied in the fame manner as for raif- 
ing grain, ploughing in the fifb, &c. as before mentioned ; but 
they ought not to be planted till the firft part of the wane or 
old of the moon, in the month of June ; their growth will then 
be vaftly rapid and luxuriant. The potatoes will be very large 
in fize, if properly dreffed, and will alfo yield plentifully. Not 
only fo, but the crop being taken off, the ground will be in the 
beft condition for a crop of Englifh grain, perhaps of wheat \ 
but a large crop of rye may, with a great degree of certainty, 
be infured (it might perhaps be faid) to the cultivator. Further, 
if an ample fupply of fifh cannot be procured, to manure the 
jand as above, a fingle fifh may be placed in each hole, at the 
fame time taking care that the fifh come not in contaft with 
the potatoes. This laft method of raifing potatoes has proved 
very fuccefsful, as well as the former. 

One remark muft not be omitted in this place, which will 
perhaps more fully evince the peculiar excellency of the manure 
in queftion, which is, that for more than thirty years previous 
to the introdu&ion and ufe of the fifh in this part of the coun- 
try, fcarcely a fingle inftance of a plentiful crop of wheat has 
been known, infects, blafting, or the winter, having univerfally 
proved fatal to its growth, though formerly more prolific than 
rye ; whereas fince lands have been dreffed as above, they have 
been in fome degree as it were reftored to their original ftate of 
fertility, many plentiful crops of wheat having been produced* 
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every fpecles of infeft fupprefied or deftroyed, and blafling and 
the fatal effefts of winter in a great degree prevented. 

It ought to be further obferved, that the lands in this vicinity, 
which have been manured and improved as is above deferibed, 
for raifing Engliffi grain, &c. have been generally of the moft 
barren kind, viz. a hard, cold, clofe, or ftiff foil, which had 
never, before the application of this manure, produced any veg- 
etable whatfoever, except a certain worthlefs kind of grafs, af- 
fording very little nouriffiment to any animal, and when taken 
hold of by a bullock, immediately coming up by the roots. 
This has'ever been known here by the name of poverty grafs * 
the land on which it grows never becoming fwarded, as is 
common with every other fpecies of grafs. Such is the origi- 
nal quality of the land, and fuch has been its produce, when 
manured and improved as above deferibed. 

A Subscriber from Connecticut. 

Saybrooky March 2 6, 1807.. 


To prevent the Depredations of the Squajb Bug and the 

Yellow Fly . 

DR. ADAMS, 

The fqua(h bug and yellow fly have of late committed 
great ravages. The laft fummer they were embodied in armies 
of invincibles. Viewing their havock, at a moment which 
quickened invention from the neceflity of immediate fuccour, 
I happened to hit upon a recruit which made the ravagers 
retreat. From a floor lately covered with hops, I* colle&ed 
fome of the flour of the hop, poured upon it boiling water, and 
put *in a little wheat flour, to give the liquid an adhefive quality \ 
with this compofition I wet the plants with a mop of rags, and 
it coated them with a defenfive fhield againft their natural ene- 
my. I afterwards made a ftrong decoftion from the hop itfelf, 
and found it equally efficacious. This experiment is not func- 
tioned by repeated experience, but I am fufficiently fatisfied of 
its efficacy to be confident in its recommendation. I make this 
communication in the expedition that it comports with the 
defigns of your publication, and with my confent to. any difpo- 
fition of it which will promote them. 

WILLIAM CUNNINGHAM* jun. 

Fitchburg , March 10, 1807. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 


Ref ult of Meteorological and other Obfervations, for Mar chi 1807 \ 
made at Deerfield, IV ar wick, Mafon, Rortf mouth, Smith field, 
Hartfordy and Bofion . 
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— cold and windy Pull Moon< 
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night 

— cloudy and windy 
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f unfettled weather, a little fnoW 
Sund. in fome places . 

— pleafant, nearly D lajl quarter. 
calm ; an extraordinary Haley 
round the fun, noticed at 
Deerfield and Hartford 
— a moil violent fnow (form 

33 inches, 
lnow 15,4 inches. 


Warwick, March 31 , 1807 * 

This month has been uncommonly cold for the feafon ; the 
fnow fallen has been equal in quantity to all that fell during 
the three winter months ; its mean depth is riling of two feet. 
Hay extremely fcarce. Nature aflumes a fullen afpeft, an <f 
difappointed expectation *« faddens at the gloom.” 

* Days of continued froft, according to obfervations made at Bojlon ; or f 
days on which the range of the thermometer, through the whole twenty-fouf 
hours, was below 32°, or the freezing point. 
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A very fevere (torirw of fnow from the eaft and north-ea ft, 
attended with a piercing and unufual ftrong wind, commenced 
on the morning of the 3 1 ft 

“ In fable cinftnre, fhariows vaft, 

Deep ting’d and damp, and congregated clouds, 

And all the vap’ry turbulence of heaven, 

Involve the face of things.” 

The ftorm continued through the day with unabated feverity, 
* during which time feveral houfes in this vicinity were unroofed, 
and fcarcely a barn or fhed efcaped fome material damage.. 
The fnow fell about one foot deep in the woods ; in the cleared 
land it was much drifted, and rendered the roads impaflfable for 
feveral days. 

Healthy for the feafon. Colds, which had become fo gen- 
eral the laft month, have in a great meafure abated. 

W. C. 

Smithfield , March 31, 1807. 

The month has been cold and xlifagreeable. Travelling has 
been extremely bad, as there has been more or lefs fnow on 
the ground during the month. In a fituation expofed to the 
north, the ground was found'to be frozen to the depth of more 
than thirty inches, on the 20th inftant ; fince which it ha9 
thawed but very little. Vegetation is perfeftly dormant. 
Spring birds revifited us about the 20th ; but the cold prevents 
their wonted cheerful connubial notes. We have had no 
fevere ftorms of long duration, but feveral ftiort ones. A gen- 
eral complaint of colds and cough prevails ; otherwife the ftate 
of health is favorable. A Smithfield Subscriber. 

Hartford — Influenza prevalent; in fome inftances very fevere. 

Deerfield , March 31, 1807. 

Remarks . — The month in general has been unufually cold, 
and the fnow has fallen pretty copioufly : I believe the quantity 
nearly equal to the whole we had the preceding winter. The 
31ft we had a violent fnow ftorm from the north-eaft. quarter ; 
the wind was very high ; on the hills the fnow drifted and 
blocked up the roads fo as to render travelling difficult. The 
ground in the vallies is now covered two feet deep with fnow, 
and on the hills much deeper. The month has clofed with the 
dreary afpeft of January, and many people are reduced to the 
laft lock of hay. 

Monday, the 30th of March, the day preceding the above 
mentioned ftorm, in the afternoon, a molt lingular corona or 
halo* attended with parhelia or mock funs ,f appeared in the weft. 

* Circle round the fun. t Vulgarly called fun-dogs. 
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Two concentric circles circumfcribed the fun ; the horizontal 
diameter of the interior bow fub tended an angle of 45 degrees* 
About 90 degrees of the higheft part of this bow was very 
brilliant, and exhibited the prifmatic colors, with the red rays 
next to the fun, or in a reverfe order to thofe of the interior 
rainbow. At the two extremities of the horizontal diameter of 
the interior bow were two parhelia, about the fize of the fun, 
alfo (hewing the prifrnatic colors ; from thefe extended i&rth 
and fouth, or in the prolongation of the 'horizontal diameter* 
two conical tails of a light color, each of about 30 degrees. 
The exterior bow was much fainter than the interior, and 
without a critical obfervation could not be perceived : the lower 
part of this bow was hid by the mountain. Arcs of two other 
concentric bows, having the zenith for their centre, and par- 
allel to the horizon, were feen at the fame time. The interior 
arc was about the fize and color of the interior fun-bow ; the 
convex fide was in contaft with the exterior fun-bow ; and the 
convex fide of the exterior zenith-bow was in conta& with the 
interior fun-bow. The zenith arcs continued ftationary and 
the other bows accompanied the fun, and confequently fepa- 
rated from their conta&s as the fun defcended. South-eaft of 
the zenith another faint parhelion was feen. The hespren dur- 
ing thefe appearances was clear, -except fome very thin clouds 
hardly perceivable, which were fcattered in various dire&ions 
and appeared high. The wind was north by eaft. Thermom- 
eter, at fun an hour high 34 0 , at two o’clock 38°. 

A phenomenon neatly fimilar to this was obferved by Scheiner 
at Rome, in the feventeenth century, and is defcribed in.Dob- 
fon’s edition of the Encyclopaedia, Vol. XIII. page 744, article 
Parhelia. 

Though there are fome circumftances attending thefe phe- 
nomena which differ from the rainbow, fuch as their angular 
fize, the order of their colors, their pofition, &c. yet it is be- 
lieved they may be explained upon the common laws of re- 
fraction. 

It is generally fuppofed that fuch appearances indicate fudden 
changes in the weather, and that they are followed by ftorms. 
It is certain that the atmofphere, at, tne time thefe phenomena 
appear, is very different from its common ftate ; and it is 
probable that an uncommon ftate of the air will produce fome 
extraordinary change in the weather. 

State of health . — Extraordinary colds, or a kind of influenza^ 
have prevailed this month, in this and the adjacent towns. 

(JdT A number of communications have been received, which we^ are not 
able to notice particularly for want of room; they (hall appear in our next 
number. It is peculiarly gratifying to us, to notice the incrcafing; number of 
our correfpondents. 
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MEDICAL 


Remedy for Worms , particularly the Tape Worm. 

DR. ADAMS, 

SHOULD the following recipe correfpond with the 
plan of your ufeful Regifter, you will pleafe to infert it. 

It is with grief, and fome indignation, that I find our apothe- 
cary (hops filled with Patent Medicines, which, for the / mofl 
part, are puffed off as infallible remedies in almoft every dif- 
eafe. I can alfo recommend a remedy (without patent) for 
worms, efpecially for the Tape Worm, which, I believe, in every 
chriftian fenfe, preferable to any worm noftrum of the (hops. 
It is. cheap, fafe, fpeedy, and efficacious : poffibly, however, not 
abfolutely infallible in all cafes. 

Long fince, the difficulty of cure, in many worm cafes, con- 
vinced me, that it was utterly futile to depend on the fp^cific 
virtues of any medicine to free the human body from worms, 
and excited my attention to other methods. This medicine of 
mine refts, principally, on mechanical laws ; its own ftruc- 
fure of parts, in connexion with the periftaltic motion of thef 
ftomach and inteftines, aided by the fquirming of the worms. 
By attrition, it foon deftroys a neft of worms ; and, by its warm 
and bitteT ingredients, difturbs thefe bafe tenants of the bowelsj 
and prevents that finking and debility, which too often attend 
or follow upon a courfe of Anthelmintics. It is alfo fafe in 
the hands of every old matron \ and may profitably be employed 
in many other cafes than worms. It is an excellent ftomachic 
in. all cold phlegmatic habits \ and very efficacious in moil cafes 
of Chlorofis and Cacheay. 
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In the courfe of twelve or fourteen years medical pra&ice, 
hi my younger days, I frequently witnened the efficacy of this 
medicine, in all the above mentioned cafes : nor can I recoiled 
that it ever failed me in any worm cafe. Was it neceffiury, cer- 
tificates of its virtues might eafily be procured from phyficians 
and others, who have ufed it upon my recommendation ; but 
a&ual experiment will bell decide on its utility. 

As I write for the public, I will give the recipe in plain 
Englilh, viz. 

Take the fpiky tops of wormwood, the flowers of tanfy, and 
the root of wake-robbin,* of each one ounce; mix and pulver- 
ize. Take the bright feales of iron from a fmith’s forge, two 
ounces, and white chryftal glafs, one ounce ; mix, and make 
them into a moderately fine powder, but not impalpable. Then 
mix the whole together accurately for ufe.f Dofe for an adult, 
from 30 to 40 grains, or about a moderate tea-fpoonful in mo- 
lafles. For children, the dofe muft be proportioned to their 
age. 

DIRECTIONS. 

Take a dofe morning and night, on an empty ftomach, for 
three days ; and on the fourth, purge off with jalap, or any 
convenient phyfic. Repeat the courfe as the cafe may require. 
One and two courfes in the common worm cafes will fuffice. 
I never had occafion for more than three, even in the tape 
worm. In alterative cafes, the phyfic fixeuid be omitted. 

SENEX. 

Hartland , Conne&icut, March) 1807. 


Far the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

Submitted for the Confideraiton of Phyficians . 

Would it not be a good pradice for pra&itioners of medi* 
cine, to keep a recipe book i By yhich I mean that they fiiould 
note in it the feveral recipes they give, their dates, and the 
complaints for which they are preferibed. It has frequently 
Happened to me, that after attending very clofely to the hiftory 
of a cafe, together with exifting fymptoms, that I have advifed 
a remedy which has proved fuccefsful. Some time after, the 
difeafe has returned, and I have been requefted by the patient 
to give him the medicine which relieved him before ; but this, 
in the mean time, has entirely efcaped my memory, though I 

■ * Dragon root, as it is fometimes called. 

+ Thfe leaves of wormwood and tanfy will anfwer if need be ; and Inftead of 
wake-robkin, I tuve ufed the bark of the root of faflafras, to very good pul** 
pofe. . . . 
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ftill recolle£k the chamber of his difeafe ; whereas, could I re- 
member the article which had cured him formerly, I could pro- 
ceed with more certainty, and thus the art of preferibing for- 
the Tick, as it would be lpfs conje&ural, would be both more 
ufeful and fatisfa&ory. 

This praftice would tend equally to improve the hiftory of 
difeafes, and that of the Materia medica . For myfelf, I have 
concluded to commence the practice immediately. 

o. 


Of Medicines prepared in Dijiilled Spirits . 

Dr. Rush, in his “ Obfervatiom on the duties tf a Phyf+ 
c'tan”* has the following remarks : fr 

Give as few medicines as pofiible in tin&ures made with dif- 
tilled fpirits. Perhaps there are few cafes in which it is fafe to 
exhibit medicines prepared in fpirits, in any other form than in 
drops. Many people have been innocently feduced into a love 
of ftrong drink, from taking large or frequent dofes of bitters, 
infufed in fpirits. Let not our profefixon be reproached in * 
fingle inftance, with adding to the calamities that have been en- 
tailed upon mankind by this dreadful fpecies of intemperance* 
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Practical Farmers Jhould be induced to Communicate — 
Would fucceed , were they to fet themfelves about it— The Impor- 
tance t to the Public , of their Communications . 

ns- ADAMS, 


The mod folid wealth of the country is in the land — 
and by the better improvement of the land, it is difficult to fay 
How much the general wealth may be augmented. To accom- 
plifh this mod de fir able end, to increafe this fort of honed long- 
wearing riches, it is neceffary to fpread among the farmers a 
general fpirit of obfervation, and a zeal for improvement, and 
alfo to dire£fc this zeal. 

In this view, the defign of your Regider is eminently com- 
mendable. By anfwering both the before mentioned purpofes* 



# Sec hit “ Medical Inquiries ;, n Vol. I. page 406. 
R 2 
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viz. of awaking and directing the fpirit of improvement, it is 
calculated to be doubly ufeful, and far better deferves a general 
patronage than any party newfpapers. 

Ingenious fine fpun theories are not half fo much wanted by 
our hulbandmen, as faCts and practical obfervations. No men, 
in my opinion, are fo likely to furnifh thefe as the plain farmers, 
many of whom are better ftored with good fenfe than good 
grammar. It is, therefore, an objett of public utility, to invite 
fuch men to write for your Regifter. With flight corrections, 
which you would of courfe make, their performances would 
generally inftruCt and entertain. They are timid, and are 
hardly to be emboldened to ftate their obfervations, though nine 
times out of ten they would prove more judicious and ufeful 
than the fpeculations of fcholar9. It is needlcfs to remark, that 
harfh criticifriS fought never to be feared by any of your corres- 
pondents. On fuch terms, a correfpondent would be nearly as 
willing to get into the law as to get into print. 

I obferve, with fome regret, that one of your correfpondents 
for April, remarks, in a ftyle that I hope is inimitable by any 
writer in your Regifter, that the objections to his favourite 
theory, by another correfpondent, were “ hafty,” and that thofe 
objeftions “ difplay more of the orator , than the reflecting 
agricultural^.” He buckles on his war harnefs of controverfy, 
and calls his adverfary’s performance (( mere declamation,” and 
that he can feleCt only three or four fentences to the point 

The pride of opinion is, indeed, very intolerant. Yet, after 
all this arrogant notice of his adverfary, he employs almoft four 
pages to anfwer his objections, which, for “ mere declamation,” 
is a great deal too much. 

Your correfpondents ought to feel at eafe in writing for the 
Regifter. If they write u in hafte,” neverthelefs they may have 
remarked and confidered what they write, at leifure ; and, as 
before obferved, their communications will be worth fo much 
the more for not being too fine fpun. Befides, errors, if any 
efcape a writer, are not offences, and fhould be expofed with 
candour and politenefs. 

One great impediment to the ufefulnefs of an agricultural 
journal, and one that is harder to overcome than moft perfons 
would imagine, is the reluCtance of the practical men to com- 
municate their obfervations. If they will not freely furnifh the 
materials, at lead, for your publication, it will fall into the 
hands of not more than half a dozen book men, who, indeed, 
have ingenuity and zeal, but not according to knowledge. Im- 
provement will be haftened much more by publifhing what the 
heft farmers do, than what the beft fcholars think \ 
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I have long been both jealous and inquifitive on fubje&s 
hufbandry (by the way, I like hufbandry better than agricul-^ 
ture, for I hate your Latin words) and I have often reforted ta* 
plain folid farmers for information with more fuccefs, than I 
ever met with among the book farmers. The men who farm 
by book are the worft farmers in the country. With a great 
deal they bring little to pafs. I know many men who pever 
read a book on hufbandry, who thrive by accomplifhing a great 
deal with a little. Thofe who follow hufbandry (or amufe- 
ment, are the fitteft perfons to try experiments. ut the fafeft 
guides to follow, are the moft fuccefsful among thofe who de- 
pend for the comforts and neceflaries of themfelves and famU 
lies on their crops. By making public the beft pfa£lice of the 
beft farmers, you will do more good than by a thoufand inge- 
nious fpeculations of untried improvements. 

MENTOR. tl 


For the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. ' 

Obfervations and Remarks on the Management of Fruit 

Trees . 


[This, and fome of the following articles, ought to have appeared in onr laft 
Number. They were omitted tor want of rooin.J 


OR. ADAMS, 

The management of fruiwtfces is a fubjeft which has at- 
trafled my attention, even from my early childhood ; b.ut, 
€( when I was a child, I underftood as a child,” and having no 
inftruftor, it was a confiderable time before my own experience 
and obfervation taught me to c< put away childifh things.” 

A mind thus exercifed, and pofleffing benevolence, cannot 
but expand with joy to fee fo many and fo valuable obfervations 
as are to be found in the Agricultural Regifter ; many of which 
fo fully coincide with my own experience : fuch as thofe very 
valuable dire&ions for fetting trees •, for covering the ground 
near the root from the drought of fummer ; for covering the 
wounds, &c. yet I think (with one of your correfpondents) that 
if trees were rightly managed from the beginning, it would 
rarely be needful to infli& large wounds by trimmings, and 
much lefs needful even in correfting a badly formed tree-top 
than once I thought it was, or than I think moft people fuppofe 
it is. I will remark upon both thefe cafes. 

.Firft then, a, fruit-tree fliould not refemble an aged oak, 
fdtofe top is divided into equal or nearly equal brandies, and 


Digitized by 


Google 



•ft agricultural. iMay, 

thofc again fubdivided into others nearly equal ; for fuch are 
apt to enclofe bark in the crevices, and prevent the wood from 
doling as (he bunches increafe \ they form cavities, retaining 
ftagnated water, Which generates in lefts in Cummer, and by 
freezing, forces the branches apart in winter, and being heavy 
Wen the next fealon, they will mod certainly rend afunder, 
and one or both the branches fall to the ground* 

To avoid this, the limbs (hould be in complete fubordination 
to the body ; the body having its limbs, and thofe limbs their 
limbs ; there (hould be no rivalry or ufurpation tolerated among 
them; the whole fhould form an obtufe cone, whofe bafe may 
far exceed the perpendicular, fomewhat refembling in form a 
lonely young white pine, though not like the pine with refpeft: 
to rings of limbs coming out around the body. 

This is a circumitance of more importance than I could eafily 
have believed, without my own repeated experiments and ob* 
fervations. One fuch ring of limbs will infallibly draw away 
the fap from the ftandard, and caufe the upper part to dwindle 
while they will increafe , become rivals, andjeontend, like the 
fuccefibrs of Alexander, for the whole dominion. 

Limbs fhould leave the body gradually, one above another ; 
one on one fide and the next on another, and no limb be left 
on another limb, near the body. In general prune the limbs 
rafther than the body. Thus the limbs of almoft any tree may 
be made numerous and (lender, eafily bending with their fruit, 
and readily gaining their fogpier fuuation, when left again to 
themfelves. It is highly delighlfome, and very curious, to ob- 
serve how fuch limbs (well cleared of thorns) will fpread them- 
felves apart to receive the meliorating influence of the fun, and 
healthful gales of wind, at a feafon when fun and air are moft 
yfeful, when finifhing off their annual talk and giving their 
fruit its final flavor, to fee them bending fo as to reft their 
weary heads on the very ground ; and again being relieved, ri- 
(ing in graceful majefty to form a phalanx to defend themfelves 
and their common parent againft the harfli blaft of piercing 
winter, and the too fcorching funs of June and July ; and alfo 
forming a well qonftrufted conduftor to colleft the gentle fum- 
mer (howers, to mollify the bark by trickling down the (lock, 
and to moiften the ground at the root. 

Att this may eafily be done with very little coft. By keeping 
fhe limbs ftraight they will never chafe each other, and by 
taking care in feafon, there will rarely if ever be any need of 
taking off a large limb. 

But fecondly, with fuch as have been heretofore neglefte^ 
m injudicioufly managed, more feverity mull fometimes be 
tifed, but (till far lefs than I once imagined. I once fhbqght 
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equal branches were ornamental ; but on difeovering my mif- 
take, I began to think of reforming my plan, although at firft the 
talk appeared like the Ethiopians attempting to change his Jkin* 
For in many inftances, if 1 took off one half of the tree top, 
Hill the remainder would be equally divided, and fo on and fo 
on. But I find that where branches do not form fharp angles 
lo as to endanger the enclofing of the bark, the growth of oile 
of them may he eafily promoted fo as foon to become the main 
llandard, while the growth of the other may be fo checked as 
foon to appear as only an ordinary limb from the tree. This 
may be doue by taking all the limb6 from one branch which 
proceed towards the limbs on the other, that thofe on the lat- 
ter may have their full fwing, their due degree of light, heat 
and air ; thus requiring more fap, they will increale the growth 
of the branch from which they {hoot, while the former branch, 
having lefs labour to perform, will grow more feeble for want 
of exercife. The inequality may he much fooner produced 
than many would imagine. I confefs I have many times been 
furprifed to fee the efieft. 

It is many times bed to take off the top of one of the branch- 
es juft above where a confiderable limb (hoots outwards; and 
a little below fome one from the other branch whidi will foon 
overlhadow and fill up the vacancy. 

Cafes needing feverity, axe fuch as where branches form 
{harp angles, and either do or will foon enclofe the bark in 
their crevices. One of fuch branches muft be carefully taken 
off and the wound fafely covered. 

Where large limbs (hoot out of other limbs near the body, 
which may be foon overtaken by the fwell of the tree ; thefc 
alfo muft fuffer amputation. And - when fprouts ariie from 
lower limbs making their way up through the tree top ; fuch 
fprouts (hould be taken off, though they may be much larger 
than thofe limbs which they threaten to chafe above. 


Groton , N- H. March 17 th, 1807. 


Method of raijing Cabbage Plants , 

0*. ADAtfS, 

I hereby forward you the bed mode of raking Cabbage 
Plante, which has ever come within my knowledge. 
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As cabta w M tre angong the beft of our culinary vegeu- 
bks, it it el importance that we purfue a fure and eafy mode 
of cultivation. 

Without glaffes, fow the feed a$ foon as fvofts ceafe to be 
foeii in the climate in which you live, Choofe the feed from 
the different kinds of the beft European growth. Before fow*, 
ingi choofe a favourite fpot in your garden. For fix hundred 
plants, dig a fquare trench, 4 feet each way, to the depth of 
twelve inches. Take from the horfe (table manure enough to 
fill the trench or fquare, fix inches deep ; then (hovel in three 
inches of rich good earth, loam or marl ; then add, to fijd the 
fqttaTe, two inches of bleached afhes, and rich loam, in equal 
quantities. Let them be reduced fine with an iron teeth rake, 
then fow the feed, and with a rake, mix the earth and afhes fo 
as to cover the feed. Should the weather be dry, with a water- 
pot fprinkle a little clear water, fo as to moiften the ground to 
the depth of two inches. Remember always to ufe afhes that 
have been bleached, and manure from the horfe (table. 

Should thefe plants ftand in this fquare until November, 
none of the common enemies of this plant would ever be feen 
to eat them. Boards may be placed around the fquare, about 
feven inches high, to prevent any thing interfering with the 
growth of the plants, 

WM. MORSfc 

Northhorough , A\ prily 1807. 


On the Preparation of a Wheat Fallow by a Crop of 

Potatoes . 

By Richard S. Smith, Efq. of M$orfs-town> communicated fa 
the Burlington County Agricultural Society. 

Having frequently heard of great crops of wheat being pro^ 
duced after potatoes, # I was induced to try the experiment 
upon a lot of two acres and a half, which I had a&ually meat 
ured for that purpofe. The foil is hard and in feme roeafure 

* See in pge 107 of the Regifter, a finular praftice recommended by the 
Rev. Mr. Austin, of Worcefter. In a letter to the Editor, dated Jan. 21. 
1807, that gentleman remarks that this wheat “ yielded a plump grain, and 
produced at Ae rate of twenty-three bydfiejs pn the acre,” 
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ftony, and had not been manured for aljumber of /ears, for 
* which reafon I did not promife myfelf much fuccefs. How- 
ever, early in the fpring, 1790, I had as much dung from the 
bam yard hauled on it, as I thought could be well ploughed 
in ; and on the 23d and 24th of ApriWolk>wiii<g, I planted it 
in the common way, with apricot potatoes, in TOwtf about three 
feet and a half apart, ^anthout dunging the rows, and tended 
them with a harrow, till they began pvetty generally to bloflom ; 
I then had them ploughed, and without doing any thing more 
to them until we gathered them, (which was done on the 6th 
day of September following, by running the plough on each 
fide of the rows, and then taking them out with a common 
hoe) the produft was 266 bufhels, or nearly 106 bufliels and 
one third per acre. The vines I had carefully hauled into my 
barn yard, and without any other preparation, on the firft of 
O&ober, I fowed the ground with yellow bearded wheat, 
ploughed it in, and harrowed it after ploughing, that it might 
lie fmooth for clover. 

In March, 1791, I had twelve pounds of red clover feed per 
acre thrown over the ground. The wheat was cradled about: 
the beginning of July, and kept entirely feparatefrom any other 
until thrafhed. It being remarkably clean and heavy, I defigned 
it for feed, and when thrafhed, the produft was fifty-two 
bufliels and an half, or twenty-one bufliels per acre. The clover 
looks fine, notwithftanding the uncommon dry weather, and 
promifes to yield abundance, if rain falls in feafon. 

Although this may not equal feme experiments that have 
been made on better ground, or where ground has been limed, 
or very highly manured, yet from the foregoing ftatement of 
fafts, I conclude that farmers cannot make a much more pro- 
fitable ufe of their fields than to prepare them by the potatoe 
t fallow, for future crops, which may be either wheat, winter 
barley, or rye, as the foil may beft fuit, and afterwards red 
clover, which may be fown the March following, without any 
additional expenfe, except the firft coft of the feed, as the 
ground is then thoroughly pulverized and prepared to receive 

The expenfe and profits may be ftated thus, without charging 
the ground fot the manure, becaufe the good order that it is 
left in, together with the wheat ftraw, which is confiderable, 
and the value of the clover, when the wheat is taken off, will 
amply pay for the manure. 
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Dr . Potatoes, One acre . 

To rent of one tcre - - r - • - - £\ o o 

Q bufUelt of feed potatoes at 1 fS • • - o 13 o 

Firft ploughing - - - - - - - ooo 

Furrowing out the ground and planting the potaioes - 1 o o 

' Twice harrowing and once ploughing wiiile growing - # ia o 

Gathering the potatoes - - • - 015 b 

A ** 

Dr. Wheat , one acre . 

To three pecks feed wheat, at, \of per hufhel - £0 7 6 

Sowing, ploughing in, and harrowing • - 0120 

Cradling and hauling in - - o 12 o 

Thralhing 21 bufhels at/6 - - - - 0106 


£* so 

Total expenfe of potatoes and wheat £ 6 116 
Supra Cr+ 

By 21 hulhcls of wheat at 7/6 - - - - /*■» 17 6 

By 106 bume Is of potatoes, at 1/6 - - - 7 19 o 


4 £i 5 16 6 

Kxpenfcs deduced - 6116 

Neat profit of potatoes and wheat per acre - £9 &q 

R. S. SMITH*, 

MoorJ s-town, Burlington Co. 23 d July, 1 791. 
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Remarks upon the Weather of 1806 — 7 , &c. 
Communicated in a Letter to the Editor by his Correfpondent at 
Deerfield, ( Mafs . J 

D*. ADAMS, 

The following general remarks upon the winter of 
1 836 < — 7, with a few obfervations on the temperature of differ- 
ent places is fubmitted to your difpofal. 

The winter of 1806 — 7, throughout the northern part of the 
United States has been vetf cold ; fome parts of it equal to 
the remarkable one of 1779 — 80. The months of November* 
December, and January, were dry, and the fnow much below 
the ufual quantity. At Deerfield, from November to March* 
inclufive, we had 62 inches of fnow 5 a great proportion of this 
fell is March. In the mountainous part of the country* there 
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was a furprifing difference : In the fore part of Match, oA the 
Green Mountain between Wilmington and Bennington, I found 
the fnow nearly four feet. At Bennington, which is at the 
foot of the mountain on the weft fide, the fnow, at the fame 
time, was not fufficient for fleighing, and at Deerfield there 
was very little •> but the ground in mod places was covered 
with ice. 

The following are the days of continued froft, or the days 
on which the thermometer was below freezing point. 

December 13 

January 18 

February 8 

March 3 

4 * 

Several of thefe days were extremely cold. The 26th of 
January has been noticed in the Regifter. From the obfer-» 
rations made in various parts of New-England, the following 
are feldftcd. 


s Below zero at funrijk 


By thefe observations it appears that the cold differed confid* 
erabiy in different places. Some allowance, undoubtedly ought 
to be made for the difference of the thermometers and the 
manner in which they were expofed ; but thefe allowances 
will nqt be fufficient to reduce them to a coincidence. Hence 
it is evident that places, fituated at no great diftance from each 
other, differ effentially in their temperature. 

' The latter part of February, I had an opportunity to meafure 
the depth of the froft, where fome people were taking up an 
aqueduct. This I found to be three feet in level land. Ac 
this place there was but a little fnow, but the ground was cov~ 
ered with ice. We are informed that the frolt docs not pene- 
trate the ground to a greater depth at Petexfburgh in Ruffia.^ 
The ice brought down our river, by the frefheta in February, 
was of an unufual thicknefs. I meafured a cake which was 

* CentineJ. + Chronicle. 

$ Tookc’s Life of Catherine, Vol. I. page 8 . 


o# 


Cambridge 13 

HalJowell, (Maine) 334 
Portfmouth 9 

Bofton 4 

Smithfield, (R. I.) x 2 
Hartford 6 

Warwick, (Mafs.) x 5 
Deerfield, (Do.) 10 
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2 feet nine inches thick ; this was very folid and regular, the 
two furfaces pcrfe&ly parallel ; but in general the ice did not 
exceed two feet. Our river heads in Vermont, in the vicinity of 
the Green Mountains, where the weather in winter is generally 
intenfely cold, from whence it is probable fome of* this ice was 
brought. 

The lowed defeent of the mercury this winter, at Deerfield, 
wa9 in the evening of the 26th of January and the mofning 
of the 9th of February, when it was 14 0 below the freezing 
point. Although we feldom have colder winters than the lad, 
we fometimes obferve the mercury lower. January 1 6th, 
1805, at funrife, it was 18°* below. January 18th, 1806, it was 
23 0 below, in the (hade, fome time after funrifc. Mr. Fowler's 
observations at Wind for, Vermont, make this morning on? de- 
gree colder,* and this is the lowed defeent of the mercury at 
that place noted in his obfervations for 1806. At Albany, 
February 9th, 1807, the mercury was 20° below. Seventeen 
years ago, it was 4 0 lower at that place. Greater degrees of 
dbld have been obferved in America at places whofe latitudes 
do not much exceed ours. At Rutland, Vermont, lat. 43 0 30', 
Dr. Williams obferved the mercury 2 7 0 below, on the 19th 
December, 1 790. At Frederi&on, on St. John’s river, province 
of New Brunfwick, about lat. 46°, I am informed that merctiry 
has bee® known to freeze, as it has at Quebec, according to 
the traveller Laincourt. This is the greatelt cold of which I 
have feen any account, in this part of America. If the obfer- 
vation made at Hallowell, viz. 33 0 below, as mentioned above, 
be correQ:, the mercury was but 7 degrees above the point of 
congelation, which is fixed at 40° below zero. This is faid to 
be the ultimate degree of cold which the mercurial thermome- 
ter will meafure. The mercury will defeend lower than this ; 
and indeed it has been obferved at 120° below zero but 
after it paffes 40°, it defeends by ftarts, 100 degrees at a time. 

On comparing the above ftatement with obfervations made 
at Peterfburgh in Ruffia, it will be feen that the weather, in 
the northern part of New Eugland and parts adjacent, is fome- 
times nearly as cold as at that city, which is in lat. $9° 5 6'. Tho 
greateft degree of cold fince the building of Peterfburgh, was by 
Reaumer 32! below, equal to about 42 0 below Fahrenheit, this 
■was the 6th of January, 1 768, and again January, 17995 (Tooke’s 
Life of Catherine, vol. i. p. 10.) But the weather at Peterf- 

. *SceRegifter, No. 14. 

+ Scenn “ account of fome obfervations and experiments made in Siberia, in 
* 735 * by Er. Goieiin^’ which is inferted in the works of Dr. Fothergill, p. 157. 
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burgh, during mo&of the winter, is much colder than in New 
England. The mean of the greateft cold of January, as de-^ 
duced from obfervations made at the Imperial Academy of 
Sciences at Peterfburgh, is 22 below o, Reaumer, equal to 
below o, Fahrenheit. The mean of the month of January laft, 
at Deerfield, is 21} above. 

At London, lat. 51 0 32', the loweft range of the thermome* 
ter in January, was as follows : 

1802 *7° 1 . 

1804 30 » a l ,ove feezing, according to the ohfervation publifhed 

1805 28 


in the European Magazine for thefe years. 


With refpedl to the temperature of a place, it is now agreed 
that it is not wholly regulated by its latitude, but by other cir- 
cumftances, fuch as its height above the level of the ocean ; its 
vicinity to large trails of uncultivated lands, marflxes, lakes, or 
feas ; the pofition and height of its mountains ; the direiJion of 
its winds ; and the quantity of evaporation from its furface ; and 
as thefe circumftances may be very different in different places, it 
follows that their feveral temperatures fhould alfo vary, and this 
is frequently very finking within the compafs of a few miles. 
At Bennington, in.the latter part of winter, when the weather it 
fo warm as to melt the fnow and uncover the ground, and fpring 
is ufhering in, the mountain is generally fall bound in froft ; 
the air is keen, and the traveller who departs from Bennington 
to the eaft, comfortably cloathed, finds it neceffary to put on 
additional cloathing to avoid the froft. This weather frequent- 
ly continues on the mountain till vegetation is confiderably ad- 
vanced at Bennington. At this place peach trees are fometimes 
in full bloffom, when the mountain is covered with fnow, fed- 
eral feet, and every thing on it congealed, as in the mid ft of 
winter ; and this difference of temperature exifts in the fmall 
diftance of fix miles. 

That the winters of New England are more mild than when 
the country was ftrft fettled, is a fail which I believe is well 
eftabfifhed ; and this is undoubtedly owing to opening and 
cultivating the lands, by which means the air of the ocean and 
that of warmer regions penetrates further inland and to the 
north. But it is believed that we frequently hare as cold days 
now as formerly ; and that the N W. winds will for a long 
time continue to produce very cold weather ; for they have t© 
traverfe a vaft extent of uncultivated country, and which, in the 
winter, and indeed for the greateft part of the year, is covered 
with froft and fnow. Thefe winds are much the moft preva- 
lent of any in this part of the country. The winter paft they 
have been very frequent. 
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Rtfult tf Meteorological and other Observations , for April, 1 807 » 
made at Deerfield, Warwick, Mafon, Smithfield, Hartford, and 
Bojlon. 


April, 1807. 

it 

i* 

35 3 

>1 

§:£ 

Greatefi hedt 
in the month. 

Leap heat in 
the month . 

Prevailing 

winds. 

*4 

a. 

! 

4 

> 

§ 

I 

Deerfield 


554 

46 

e8d. 

70 0 

»3 4 - 

> 4 ° 

N.W. 

1 


1 

Warwick 

354 

53 

44 

28 

7 2 

1 & 2 

21 

N. W. 

5 

2 

— - 

Mafon 

364 

5 ' 

44 

! 9 

73 

1 

21 

N.W. 

I 



Smithfield 

ME 

5 *i 

45 J 

16 

66 

1 

26 

N. W. 

I 



Hartford 

384 

56 

47 * 

27 

73 

2 

28 

N. W. 

I 



Bolton 

40 

5 6 

48 

20 

78 

2 

*4 

N. W. 

I 




ifl day, fair, high winds 

2 — fair mom, P. M. & night a (form, 

fnow in the interior, but rain on 
the coalts 

3 — 6 to 10 inches of fnow laft night 

in the country, much drifted, 
roads blocked up ; fair 
4 > clouds and funfhine ; fqualls of 
* $ Sund. fnow in fome places 

6 £ fair, very pleafant ; fummer birds 

7 ) appeared ; 7th little hazy New )) 
8 — fair, calm and pleafant 

g — fair mom, hazy, rain at night 
to — cloudy, fair P. M. 

11 — fair, a faint Halo morn. Aurora 
Borealis at night 

1 2 ? Sund. cloudy, difagreeable 

13 J air, clouds thin 


WEATHER. 


18 

19 

20 
21 J 


14 ) fair, thin fcattering 
1,5 > clouds J firfi quarter 

1 o'] alternate fhines 
and clouds, 

*S*nJ 5 rnoro- Derrf. frogs peeped 
ings and light (howers 
in fome places 

22 — fair, very clear Full Moon 

23 — fair, rain at night 

24— rain, foggy 

2,4 — rain, foggy, thunder in the night 

2 6— ~Sund. foggy, rain in the night 

27 — cloudy and mifty 

28 — foggy morning, fair P. M. 

29 — foggy morning, rain at night 

30 — fhowers, heavy { lafi quarter 

thunder and (harp lightning 


Depth of water fallen in rain, IVa wick , 3,40 inches ; fnow 8 inches. 

Smithfield , 2,85 inches. \ 

Smithfield, depth of water fallen in rain the laft year, 33 inches; fnow 5ft inches. 


Mafon , April , 1867* 

Sn6w ftorm the laft day of March was very fevere. . It be- 
gan about 7 o’clock, A. M. fnowed faft for a fhort time. 
About half after 8, the clouds appeared to be difperfing and 
the fun was to be feen. Not far from nine, it fnowed again, 
and the ftorm increafed rapidly, wind continuing ail the time 
in the eaft, or nearly eaft, and very ftrong and heavy. , The 
fnow was moift and mixed with fome hail, (or frozen rain) 
and drifted unufually hard. The ftorm continued till almofb 
night with unabating violence, when the wind (hifted to W. 
or nearly W. and the fnow continued to faU moft of the night. 
On the Thurfday following, was a considerable fall of fnow. 
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which began in thfe P. M. and continued great part of the 
night, wind W. and N. W. It was difficult to determine 
with exa&nefs the depth of fnow fallen, but judged to be not 
lefs than two or two and a half feet in both forms. All 
roads for a time entirely blocked up. 

Warwick , April 30, 1807. 

This month has been unpleafant, the feafon very backward, 
and the ground fo wet that but little ploughing has been done. 
The ground began to be bare about the 10th ; the 20th, the 
fnow was modly gone on cleared land, and frogs were heard*; 
fince that time we have had very cloudy dull wet weather. 
Engliffi grain appears well. The month has been healthy. 

W. COBB. 

SmitJjfieldy April 3©, 1807. 

There has been no very fevere forms this month, but much 
cloudy wet weather. . Till about the middle of the month 
the weather was cold and difagreeable ; the progrefs of vege- 
tation fmall ; fnow-banks were frequent, and travelling very 
bad. Then, 

— — ■ « — u The penetrative fun. 

His force deep-darting to the dark retr«t*t 

t Of vegetation, fet the {learning power 

At large. — 

“ From the moift meadow to the withered hill. 

Led I nr the breeze, the vivid verdure ran, 

And (welled, and deepened to the cherifhcd eye.” 

Lelachs began to put forth leaves about the 20th, and elms 
and maples were in blofiom about the fame time. Fruit trees 
fbow but very little figns of leaves, except in very warm ftiel- 
tered fituations Grafs is confiderably darted and looks 
promising. State of health remains favourable : fome cafes 
of fever and canker ra(h have, however, occurred. It is re- 
ported, that a number of dogs have been affe&ed by hydro- 
phobia, and bitten a number of cattle in the fouth- wetter! y 
parts of this State, and tlie eafterly parts of Conne&icut. > 

* A Smithfield Subscriber. 

Hartford , April 30, 1807. 

Some apricot and early peach trees in bloom the lad day of 
the month. The feafon uncommonly backward. A very high 
folhet in Connefticut river, the lad of the month. 

State of Health . An uncommon difeafe prevailed in Hart- 
ford and in a neigbouring town this month. Seven children and 
young perfons died in Hartford, after a veiy Abort illncfs ; fom« 
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of but a few hours. The difeafe appears to be fimilar to one 
which prevailed in Medfield laft fpring ; as noticed in the 
Regifter for May laft. 

May 4. Another child has died this day of the difeafe 
above-mentioned, after an illnefs of nearly four days. Several 
are now cpnvalefcing. I hope our phyficians will tranfmit to 
you a more particular account than I am able to give. 

— Deerfield } April 30 , 1807 . 

At the commencement of the month of April, the mean 
depth of the fnbw was two feet *, the night of the fecond, fix 
inches more fell. This was followed by high wefterly winds, 
which heaped the fnow, in the hilly parts, into enormous drifts* 
and the roads for fome time were impaflable. After* this we 
had feveral fmall fnows. I am informed that the fnow, on and 
near the Green Mountains, in Vermont, was five feet deep in 
the middle of April. Northerly and wefterly winds generally 
prevailed the fore part of the month ; thefe, coming from places 
deeply covered with fnow, were cold. Spring of courfe, kept 
back. Ice continued late in the rivers. Sleighs palled Con- 
nefticut river on the ice, the iothof April, a few miles above 
this town, where it had not been broken up in February. This 
is reckoned very extraordinary. About the 17th of the month* 
the weather became warmer 5 the foutherly winds began to pre- 
vail ; fome rain fell ; the fnow began to diffolve, and the ritcrs 
rofe and produced high frefhets. Thefe continued the remaining 
part of the month, alternately falling and riling, and at this 
time our intervals are nearly covered with water, and our farm- 
ers have not been able to feed the ground. Snow ftill contin- 
ues feveral feet deep on the mountains of Vermont. 

Vegetation has made but little progrefs, except the elm, ma- 
ple, willow, lilach, and fome few plants on the fouth fide of hills- 
Little verdure is to be feen, and the feafon is backward. 

The month has been healthy. 


The Bill of Mortality in 1806, fo far as we* have been favored with the 
matdSials, lhalH>e given in our next. 





KfaSagSg gf Htt nm.'ZuJ i ~ i j» 

Vol. 1.3 , , JUNE, 1807 . TNo. is. 

^ggfc gfc* attfcrfsjgaaa: — ■ - aaat abaafeaSaa ■• » 

MEDICAL 

type of Lock-faw faccefsfully treated with Brandy ank 

Opium * 

DR* ADAMS, 

I AM a conftawt reader of your valuable Regifter, and 
have waited with anxiety to fee fprpe publication by thofe of 
the faculty, prefcribing the molt effeaual remedy for the Lock- 
Jaw ; but nothing of the kind having appeared, and having 
tnyfelf been accidentally prefent in a cafe of that kind, I (hall 
proceed to ejVe you the particulars of the application, together 
With the effect. And as I am a farmer, arid not (killed in tech- 
nical terms, I hope to be excufed for the ufe of language with 
which I have beeh nioft familiar \ and if you think my obfcr- 
Vatiotts worthy, pieafe to give them a place in fome future 
ftumbet. 

The patient Was Jane Ingals, of Hiram, in the county of 
Oxford, in the Diftrift of Maine, being about twenty years Aid, 
Who on the 2d of July, i 8 q£, (truck a cut naif 3*4ths of an 
Inch into the upper fide of her arta, about two inches below 
Her elbow, at to o’clock in. the morning The arm inftantly 
became numb, and that numbnefs in a (hort time extended to 
Her fhoukler and neck, at which (he was much alarmed, being 
fcnfiWe of her approaching danger * and in one hour her jaw* 
W e re completely fet, her tongue and her lips were fixed, but 
die fpafms did not appear to affefl the reft of her body. In 
this utuation (he remained till about 2 in the afternoon,, when* 
* gentleman of the faculty arrived, who adminiftered brandy, 
ftrUbgly impregnated with Opium, which whh difficulty was 
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received through a vacuum where a double tooth had (food. 
In about half an hour fhe could move her lips ; the applica- 
tion was continued without abatement *, at 5 the fpafms were 
fo far removed from her tongue that ihe could poorly articu- 
late ; fome relaxing, ointment was applied to her jaws ; and 
between the hours of fix and feven, (he was put into a warm 
bath, and there kept half an hour, and from thence removed 
into a warm bed. The brandy and opium were continued till 
nine, when (he wa&ietto deep half an hour ; every poffible 
means having been taken previous to that time to keep her 
wakeful. At ten (lie took fome water through her fore teeth, 
and the medicine was in fome meafure abated. At 12 (he be- 
gan to puke, but it was with difficulty that the matter could be 
difeharged ; and thus the continued puking till morning, and 
took but little more medicine. At 5 (he could op^n her jaws at 
full extent ; and it appeared that fhe had taken 17 grains of 
opium in one pint and an half of good brandy* 

Bridgeton , April 24, 1807. 


For the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. / 

DR. ADAMS, 

The following is prefented for publication in the. 
Regifter, if you think proper. 

IATROS* 

On the Danger of employing S^uaclu 
I was lately called in the evening about fix miles, to/vifit a fick 
boy, aged fix or feven years, of whom his parents related to me * 
the following faflts : He had been indifpofed two* or three days 
with a common cold, attended with the peculiar, hoarfe found- 
ing cough, charadtcriftic of croup [quinfy.] In the preced- 
ing forenoon, they conceived that medical aid might be proper, 
and that an emetic would ferve him. well. There being no reg- 
ular bred phyfician nigh, the father went to a Quack* in the 
neighbourhood for an emetic, and was fupplied' with a portion 
of the emetic tartar. The emetic was exhibited by the little 


boy’s mother, and continued to operate, at fhort intervals, \ 

through the day and moft of the fucceeding night. During thefe. 1 

vomitive efforts Worms were thrown up from the ftomach^ 
which induced the parents to believe he had more,, and that a* ( 

potion of CaitoUrta**pink* fucceeded by a purge, might be proper. ( 

lor the child. The father again called on Quack for thefe I 

medicines, and was told by him, that he had two forts of ^ 
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J>»nk-root ; that one fort was much better than the other ; 
that it was ftronger, &c. &c. and that he might take which he 
pleafed; Mr. — * — — thinking it befl to be fure to take that 
fort which would be likely to prove the mod efficacious, and 
not fufpedling that Quack could be fo ignorant of fimples> as not 
to know pink-root from any other root* took the fort which 
had been recommended in fuch high terms, and departed : pre- 
vious to which however, he propofed to Quack , u if he ffioud be 
coming that way in the courfe of the evening, to call in and 
fee the lad.” This propofal, as may well be fuppofed, was 
readily affented to. Towards night Quack called, and was in- 
vited up flairs, and after examining the patient, and (talking 
about the chamber a few times, with all the dignity and impor- 
tance of a cure-all, and vaunting of his wonderful performances 
in curing incurable difeafes, pronounced the little boy to be la- 
bouring under a fcarlet, putrid fever, of very dangerous ten* 
dency, often proving fatal, owing to its highly putrid nature ; 
and that there was no difeafe more putrid, except the yellow fe- 
ver 5 that it had been a good deal prevalent of late in his prac- 
tice ; and that he had been very fuccefsful in treating it, &c* 
&c. &c« But thefe u great fwelling words of vanity” did not 

make the fame impreffion on Mr. — — = — and Mrs. * 

that they would have made on Quack’s wife employers ; they 
were difpofed to rely on their own judgment, refpedling their 
child’s ficknefs,rather than Quack’s*, and to purfue the exhibition 
of the (fuppofed) pink-root-tea. The tea was given feveral times : 
but the vomiting continuing, and the child becoming very fee- 
ble and exhaufled, the parents fent for me^ 

I found him as follows : very languid, thirfty, extremities 
Cold, indeed univerfally colder than in health *, pulfe very 
weak, but not much quickened ; vomiting at intervals of an hour 
or two. I endeavoured toreftore warmth, and thereby reflrain 
the vomiting, by exciting the adlion of the fuperficial veflels* 
by external applications to the extremities and pit of the ftom- 
ach, and by fmall dofes of laudanum internally ; advifing the 
mother, as foon as the flomach fhould become compofed, to 
perfevere in the ufe of the pink-tea. I had generally witnefT- 
ed that vomiting from the irritation of worms was checked by 
Carolina-pink tea j but in this cafe it appeared not to produce 
that happy effedi. I was at a lofs therefore to account for the 

continuance of the vomiting j and charged Mrs. — with 

having given too much of the emetic. Suppofing that Quack 
had fupplied the parents with a fufficient quantity of the pink, 
and perceiving that he had furnifhed them with a purge to be 
given after the pink-tea was all taken, I was about to take my 
leave, when it occurred to me to inquire whether they had 
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enough of the pink-toot, and if they had not, to leave more* 
Mrs. — — immediately brought forward, in a fragment of 
brown paper, a part of the (fuppofed) pink-root, which (he had 
not fteeped ; and upon caftmg my eye on it, I at once fufpeft- 
ed there w*$ fome fallacy in the bufmefs ; for the article prim I ~ 
facte, did mot look like Carolina-pink. I examined it critically* 
and at length found myfelf warranted to declare that it wa$ 
not Carolina-pink, but genuine Virginia fnake-root. The pa* 
rfents were confounded, mortified, vexed. I obferved to them, 
that it might feem like prejudice in me to make fuch a declare* 
tiofi \ but I believed I cbuld convince them that I fpake thfc 
truth. I then expofed to their examination fome Carolina- 
pink, and fome Virginian fnake-tpot, both which I had with 
me* and told them and a vifitant gentleman prefent, to examine 
and judge for themfelves. They all very foon were fully fenft- 
bie that the unfortunate little fufferer had been taking an infu* 
fion of Virginia fnake-root, inftead of Carolina-pink, through the 
ignorance and ftupidity of an unprincipled pretender in medicine* 
This difcovery at once gave a clue by which to account for 

the continuance of the vomiting. Mrs. — then told me 

that her maid, as foon as {he untied and opened the paper cofe» 
tabling the article in order to prepare the tea, told her “ it waf 
Nothing but fnake-root,” but that {he filenced her for her pre- 
fumption. I left fome Carolina-pink, and a portion of rhubarb 
arid calomel, with fuitable directions, and departed. My direct 
tions were followed ; and in a day or two the little boy parted 
with a great number of worms, and foon re-entered his fchool. 
On the foregoing cafe, I would obferve, 
i ft. Quacks always defignate the ailments for which they 
are confulted, by fome great name ; fo that if the patient recovers, 
it is owing to their wonderful fkill ; and if he perifhes, it is not 
to be wondered at ; the nature of the diforder was fuch, that it 
could not have been cured. The above cafe, which was a Am- 
ple cold accompanied with worms, was, according to Quacks 
feptefentation, a putrid, fcarlet fever, &c. &c. If this had 
happened among people as ignorant as himfelf, he would have 
rendered himfelf famous for the cure of another formidable, 
dangerous difeafe ; but which, in fa£t, mod good old nurfes 
would have cured with little or no medical aid. 

idly. It is fuTprifing that people will confent to eth£loy It 
perfon to adminifter medicine to them, whofe opportunities for 
obtaining medical knowledge have not been half equal to thofe 
which would be required and expected of a perfon whom they 
would employ as a cobler to mend their {hoes. ; > 

Laftly. Quack went from his native home to hn academy 
stbout 20 miles diftant, to learn the rudiments of EiiglUh literal 
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ture, fuch as reading, writing, and arithmetic. Here he tarried 
juft fix weeks. Then he returned home, and undertook to teach 
a fchool occafionally ; married and had children born to him. 
But the fphere in which a fchool-majler moves was too contraftedfor 
an ample difplay of the expanded faculties of his intuitive mind. He 
had a call (fupematural) to commence preacher. He founder- 
ed in his firft effay ; for he had hardly entered on his harangue, 
when the current of infpiration ceafed to flow ; his tongue clave 
to the roof of his mouth *, he fat down, and never more at- 
tempted to obey the heavenly mandate. But fuch a native 
genius, fuch fuper-eminent talents, could not lie dormant, con- 
cealed in a napkin, nor like a candle under a bufhel ; they muft 
fhine forth to illuminate and blefs his groping fellow-men. He 
went and lived with a pra&itioner, “ off and' on? ten months ; 
during which time he told me he learned to calculate eclipfes ! 
intending, it feems, to become a proficient in almanack-makingas 
well as in medicine. A vacancy happening in a neighbouring 
village, precifely at the expiration of ten months and four days , 
his patron gave him a recommendatory line, and he commenced 
Quack ! and now (Hines among a certain clafs of folk y with 
the moil refplendent effulgence imaginable ! ! 


AGRICULTURAL. 



Agricultural Societies . 

It has been and ftill continues to be an objeft with the Editor of this publi- 
cation, to form fuch connexions with the diftritt Agricultural Societies in dif- 
ferent parts of the country, as to procure from them a regular feric^of inrereft- 
ing communications for this work. Supposing fuch focieties more common 
than what they at prelent are, and fuppofing them put upon a plan, fo far as 
circumftances might permit, like the following ; — that at the annual meeting 
of each fociety, vchich {hould be in September or Ottober, yearly, the various 
local circumftances and the ftate of hufbandry in that particular county or dif- 
trifr being taken into view, it {hould then be confidered, what are thofe points 
in agriculture to which it might be moft defireable to call up the attention and 
excite the inquiry of hulbandmen, and on thefe fubie&s there fhould be raifed 
certain queftions — queftions, which in every inftance. (hould come within 
the views and obfervation of hufbandmen generally. 

Such queftions to be printed, and every member to be ferved with a cony of 
them in print. 

It {hould then be the duty of each member of the fociety to make thefe fev- 
eral inquiries in the town in which he lives, and at the next annual meeting, 

In writing, to give or fend in, 

1. An anfwer to the feveral queftions projpofed by the fociety of which 
he had been ferved with a printed copy, lo far as by experience, obferva- 
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tion and inquiry, he might hqve been enabled to afcert*in thp fa6£s refpefl- 
ing them. 

ft. 'An account of the (late pf props, new improvements, &c. &c. the cur- 
rent year. 

g. Queftions to the number of five or fix for the ufe of the fociety, from 
which, thu$ colle&ed, there fltoult} be a feledion of queftions for another 
year. 

_ Thefe reports of the feveral members of the fociety to come before the for 
piety’s Trustees, who (hould make a report on each fubjeft or queftion, accord- 
ing to what fhould appear ffom the information thus received from the feveral 
members of the fociety. Thefe reports of the Truftees pf the (pciety to bo 
tfanfmitted for publication in the Medical and Agricultural Regifter. 

In this way it isbplieved an ablive fpirit of inquiry might be fuddenly extend- 
ed over a whole country. It is a fyftem not tedious to be purfued; it is dir 
viding the labor equally, and giving to every member his portion, ft would 
be hanging the views of the (©piety to a point, and giving a direction to all it$ 
members. 

' Thefe obfervations have been introduced here, as explanatory of the follow- 
ing communication from the “ Attleborough Society for the promotion of Agri- 
culturef ’ &c. and further, as exhibiting the outlines of a favourite fyftem with 
the Editor, and which he is taking mealures to fee carried into effcfl with cer- 
tain focieties in particular parts of the country. Such a fyftem in all its par- 
ticular circumftances, is more efpecially calculated for thqfe diftrifl focieties, 
whofe meetings are held annually or femi-annually. The Attleborough fociety 
bolds its meetings monthly, excepting in the fumm® r feafon. This lociety, a$ 
the Editor has been informed, at the prefent time, are in a courfe pf experiments 
and obfervation with plafter of Paris or gypfum, three different fpecimens of 
which having been purchafed in confiderable quantities by the fociety, and dif- 
tfibuted among its members, who are now making ufe of it on different foils 
and for different crops. The refult of their obfervations at the end of the year, 
aannot but be intending. The Editor hopes he may have it in his power tQ 
lay it before the public. This fopiety is an example worthy of imitation in all 
ponfiderable agricultural towns. When fuch, or aiftrift focieties (hall become 
more numerous, when they (hall be put upon a fyftem to render every member 
ncceffarily attive , we may then expeft to fee agriculture advancing in our coun- 
try with rapid (trides. Efpecially could there be among thofe focieties one 
central point , one common vehicle of tommunication to the public, iffuing at regular 
periods, and circulating extensively over the country. Spch it is wilhed thgt 
the Medical and. Agricultural Regifter may be. Propofitions of this nature arc 
already before certain dilirift agricultural focieties in this State ; and the Edi- 
tor would feel himfelf greatly obliged by any afliftance afforded him by particular 
gentlempn, in effefting fuch a connexion with thefe or other fimilar fo-^ 
pieties in this or any pf {he adjacent States. 


Attleborough Society , for the Encouragement of Agricul- 
ture ^ Arts and Social Inter courfe. 

DR. ADAMS, 

• J T ’ • 

In this pla^e was iiiftituted it* the year 1805, a Society, 
ft y led The Attleborough Society, for the Encouragement of A gricul^ , 
jure, Arts, and j octal Inter courfe. It was fmall at firft, but has 
fncreafed to riling of fixty members. The general object of 
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jthe fociety, is to promote improvements in knowledge, in mor- 
als, in ufeful arts, and particularly in Agriculture, which we 
conceive to be of primary importance. We have a handfome 
library, with the means of increafing it. But as yet, we have 
done little by way of collefting information upon agricultural 
fubjedts. We have made few experiments, not any, indeed, 
which we think are worthy to be communicated to the public. 

Your letter of February nth. has been laid ‘before the fociety, 
and its fentiments were universally approved. The Medical 
and Agricultural Regifter has been, from the beginning, read 
with pleafure and profit, by a number of our members; die 
*>bje£ts it embraces are of incalculable moment, and we wife it 
may be as ufeful as its circulation is txtenfive. We fhould Be 
happy in being able to contribute towards enriching fo valua- 
ble a publication. Should we at a future period think proper 
to make communications to the public, we know of no vehicle 
fo well adapted to the purpofe as the Regifter. 

Although we have nb ambition to be known to the public as 
a fociety at prefent, especially as we haye not made, (for Tea- 
fons unneceflary to mention,) that improvement which we 
hoped to have done; yet if you are of opinion, (as your letter 
fuggefts) that agricultural Societies would be beneficial, and 
that our example will have any tendency to ftimulate others to 
inftitute them ; the above, or any part of it, is at yotir difpofal. 

Iam Sir, in behalf of the fociety, refpe&fully / your obe- 
dient fcrvant, AMOS ID£, jun* Secretary. 

*dttkborough 9 jtpril 20th t l So*}. 

tor the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

ADAMS, ' . 

We agree with 11 Mentdr” in your laft Regifter, in his efti- 
mate of the utility of your paper. We agree with him in def- 
erence to the opinions of 4( praftical farmers ;” we had, how- 
ever, been accuftomed to believe, that there was no art, <f huf- 
bandry” not excepted, in which ignorance was any ufeful qual- 
ification ; nor did we know before, that “ book farmers,” that 
is, farmers acquainted with reading, with the principles and re- 
fults of the operations of their art, “ were the wotft farm- 
ers in the country.” Thofe, that we imagined the beft farm- 
ers, either with a " little, or a great deal,” we have uniformly 
found acquainted with the principles of <c hulbandry.” But, if 
it be ib| the Regifter, being intended to make “ book farmers,” 
ought inftantly to be dropped. 

At your particular requeft, I defcribed to you an experiment, 
( cc Mentor” has to learn from books or elfewhere, that an ex- 
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jtyguqcint is not a «? theory” nor an « untried impjfmrement*” 
an “ ingenious fpepulatipn,”) an experiment tefted by 09^ be$ 
partners for five years, with uniform and iocreafing feicell f 
and at the moment I am writing, promifing as happy a refute 
as ever. What was its reception ? A writer, who pretends not 
to have tefted it, who leaves us in the <lark whenpe he pbtaiu- 
/^ed thp materials, from which to make fo laconic a decifion, 
gravely joforms us, that «? burning meadows, is fpoiling mea- 
dows,” that it is the fame thing “ as burning a barn for, the 
fake of the afoes.” Indeed he goes farther ; left the confla- 
gtation Chould ftill fpread, he levies «? the neighbours,” en mafle, 
to go out, and quench it. This is the urbanity, “ decency and 
candour,” which i$ to Simulate the relpXant and encourage 
the timidity of “practical” farmers to make communications^ 
And this too is the. writer under various fignatures, who com? 
plains, of the f‘ harflmefs of criticifm.” 

' Unqualified aflertion without proof, is often receiyed as the. 
oracular refponfe of profound refearch. To counteraA its ten- 
dency, we toiled through the objections of u JVlentor”at 
“ three or (our pages” length, bec^ufe we had a deep convic- 
tion, that; the prevalence of this tillage would be 6f public 
utility. We believe that ^ fjpirit of inquiry into the principle^ 
o£ agriculture, is in operation and in progrefs throughout opt 
country, and that chiefly tp, this is owing the vail improve- 
ments that have been made in this mod ufeful of all arts. 
“ Mentor” would bring u$ back to the Gothic times, when the 
fon trod }n the circle of his father with undeviating regularity. 
I think your paper eminently calculated at once to excite this 
fpirit of inquiry, and to diffufe the information that mud re- 
fult from it 5 and wifli it better foccefs, than to fall into the 
hands of “ half a do?en*' fiich writer^ as “ Mentor 7 * and my- 
ieif. y.rumT; 


Lunenburgh , June 7, 1807. 

f ' * * 

% * % 
Remarks .—- We have been much gratified in, feeing the, fob- 
jeX of improving meadow-lands fo fully, difeufifd \ but feel for- 
ry that any thing unpleafant to the feelings, of either of our cor- 
tefpondents lhould have occurred, in the courfe of this difeuf- 
fion, by the remarks, one upon the other. 

Admitting that the ftriXure$ of u Patience” on tfie Rev. 
Mr. Flings firft communication were feyere, yet we; apprehend 
that his reflexions were not meant to be perJonaL Jie, prob- 
ably, would wi(h to be underflood a? fpeaking pointedly againft 
a praBice deferibed, rather than againft the writer, as he ap^ 
plauds gentlemen of the Clergy for trying and publishing ex- 
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perimcnts, and in a particular manner, expreffed his obliga- 
tions to Mr. Flint for his communication ; not, fays he, «• be- 
caufe I agree with him in opinion, but becaufe I think his let- 
ter will excite attention to a very important branch of improve- 
ment of agriculture.” 

In fpeaking of “ book farmers,” t( Mentor” ha$ ufed the 
ivords indefinitely, although he probably had in view, fuch as 
are farmers in theory only, and know nothing of the practice ; 
in other words, fuch as have contemplated agriculture in the 
clofety but have never feen it exemplified in the field. Hence 
we conclude, that in this particular, our correfpondents are both 
correct in the fenfe in which they would be underftood. The- 
ory and pra&ice, undoubtedly, ought to go hand in hand ; it 
}s thefe; united, as we conceive, which form the character of a 
complete farmer. 

On the main queftion, whether paring and burning mea r 
dows, generally fpeaking, is improving them ? we (hall not 
prefume to offer an opinion. Judging from what Englifh huf- 
bandmen have written upon this fubje£l, we fliould conclude 
that lands in this way, have, in many inftances, been ruined, 
while in other inftances they have been much improved. In the 
“ Farmer’s Magazine,” now publiftiing at Edinburg, we find 
both the affirmative and Negative of the queftion advocated \ 
although, where it is admitted, it is generally with certain re- 
ftri&ions and under certain limitations. Much undoubtedly 
depends on the nature q{ the foil and various other circum- 
ftances 5 more efpecially, on what it is that is burned. If it be 
but the mofs, roots and haffocks, and fuch things as impede 
vegetation, we cannot conceive that any evil fhould come from 
it ; but on the contrary, great advantage, as feems to have been 
the cafe in Lunenburg. On the contrary, if the fubjeft fub- 
mitted to burning be th ^ folly three or four inches of its furface 
being taken off, as has often been done in fome parts of Eng- 
land, and as we apprehend if Patience” conceived of it, the 
pra&ice then becomes doubtful, perhaps we may fay, unwar- 
rantable. 

We have made thefe obfervations, not as prefuming to give 
any decifion upon the queftion, but becaufe we think our cor- 
refpondents farther apart in appearance than they are in reality. 
We wifh to keep them fo nigh together at leaft, as that they 
may often pafs the fame way, and be frequently feen in the 
fame places, that is, in the pages of the Regifter. Their com-? 
munications have been interefting, and have excited a good 
deal of attention among our readers. We wifh, however, that 
our correfpondents, in all inftances, would avoid every thing 
which is perfonaly as we wifh to make the Regifter a pleafant 
thing both to thofe who read it, and to thofe who write for it, 
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Of cultivating Carrots. 

JDR^ ADAMS, 

If the following merits a place in the Regifter, pleafe to 
infert it. D. C. 

The culture of carrots in this country has been but little 
in pra&ice ; but by thofe who have made the experiment, 
they are found to contain more nutriment than either potatoes 
or turnips, and may be cultivated in far greater abundance, upon 
the fame fpace of ground. It is faid, and by good authority, 
that nine hundred and ftxty bu/hels* have been railed upon one acre. 

They make a good table fauce ; but the great eft objefl: in 
cultivating them is for the ufe of feeding and fattening fwine, 
horfes, and cattle. They are fo eafily cultivated, and fo hardy, 
that they may be raifed in fields to great advantage. They 
will grow well in a foil that is but moderately rich, if it be 
ploughed deep and made mellow. Owing to the form of the 
root of this plant, and their penetrating fo deep into the earth, 
it is but rarely injured by droughts, that caufe other vegetation 
to droop, and many kinds to die. 

The ground (hould be ploughed in the fall preceding, and 
ploughed very deep : it mull be well harrowed before fowing, 
firft with a heavy harrow, and afterwards with a lighter one. 
After the feed is fown, the ground {hould be raked, otherwife 
the feed being fo light, and of a forked form, if it be harrowed, 
it will be too much colle£ied. 

The laft week in April is about the proper time for fowing, 
but later will anfwer. I have known good crops raifed, that 
were fown as late as the middle of June. The earlier they arc 
fown, the larger they will grow ; but they are not fo good for 
table ufe as thofe which are fown later. There will be no 
danger in thinning them early, as they arc a plant which is 
feldom diminifhed by infe£ts. 

The European farmers make a praftice of harrowing them 
titer they have grown to fome bignefc. It is faid that not 
pne to fifty will be deftroyed by the operation : it will loofen 
the foil, and greatly forward their growth. But it will be 
advifeable to go among them after harrowing, and uncover 
thofe which are buried undeT heaps of mould. 

It will be found, by thofe who will try the experiment of 
raifing carrots, to be a great improvement in our prefent fyftem 
pf agriculture. 

* This however is a very extraordinary produce, and not fuch as is often to 
be expefled. E. 
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The following has been in type two months* but has heen deferred till this 
jjate period in the fcafon, for want of room. 

Mode of deftroying Caterpillars, 

[from the American Mufeum.J 

|ft*. CAREY, 

In reading your Mufeum for May, 1788, I met with a 
pnode of deftroying caterpillars which infeft fruit trees. I re- 
ceived this information juft after I had been making experi- 
ments of this nature at Brookline, five miles from this. I firft 
tried brimftone, without charcoal duft, as recommended, which 
had not the defired effeft.. I then provided a long pole, and a 
fponge at the end of it. This I dipped in fpirits of turpentine, 
and conduced it to the neft ; and with a fmall touch of the 
fponge, thus charged, the fpirits penetrated the neft, and affefted 
the vermin to fuch a degree, that, in fundry inftances, on cut- 
ting off large nefts, I found by my watch that in fifteen minutes 
they were wholly deftroyed. With one gallon of fpirits of 
turpentine, l went through three hundred rices. I will not 
jprete.nd to fay that this kind of vermin will never infeft the 
tree? again ; but this I can wy, by obfervation, that the vermin 
were deftroyed for that flpfon, and that the trees received no 
injury by the fpirits. The earlier thefe vermin are attended to, 
after they have formed their web, the better. To this they 
repair for fafety ; and it has been obferved, that they are (Weld- 
ed completely from rain, whilft inclofed in their nefts ; and to 
this they always return before the fetting fun. Experiments of 
this kind may be of great utility to the American nation, and 
render effential fervices to individuals. There is room to hope 
that experimental philofophers will have encouragement enough 
to continue their ftudies, fince we neither want people nor 
induftry to bring their defigns into praftice. I doubt not but 
improvement may be made from the hints here communicated 
jby your humble fervant, JOHN LUCAS. 

jBq/lon, September 23, 1789. 

* # « 

# # 

JLetflarls . — The above may be depended upon as a cheap,' m 
pleafant, an expeditious, and an effeftual method of deftroying 
this troublefome infeft, the caterpillar, fo deftruftive to vege- 
tation. The Editor, the laft fummer, was taken through an 
orchard, by a gentleman in the Commonwealth of Maflachu- 
fetts, from whence this infeft had been utterly exterminated 
by the method here recommended. A very fmall quantity of 
the fpirits is fufficient to fhe deftruftion of all the inhabitants 
pf a (ingle neft. The fpirits may be purchased at about Jhvtn- 
fm cents the pinf; 
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Bill of Mortality for 1806, in 20 Towns. 

After fo much pains and expenfe in making known our inf 
tendons, we feel extremely forry and fomewhat difappointed, 
that fo many gentlemen of the Clergy, who we know are in 
the habit of recording the deaths in their refpe&ive townsy 
fhould have been fo far inattentive to our wilhes, as not to have 
favoured us with a copy of their records* We would, however, 
continue our (elicitation, apd hope for better fuccefs another 
year. The information we wi(h to receive, is the age, fex and 
difeafe of ail thofe who died, the months in which (hey died, 
together with the marriages and, births, if they can be afceiw 
tained, in each town. A want of uniformity in thefe refpe&s 
has obliged us to make fome donations from our plan in the 
arrangement of the bill, here to be exhibited, 


Towns, 


Newbury-Poit 
Worcefter 
Brookfield 
Ha Howell, ift. p. 
Do. fid. parifh 
Walpole, N* Ha 
U xbridge 
Fitchbnrgh 

New-Milfofd 

Needham 

Mansfield 

Norton 

Middleton 

Ncw-Caftle 

Mafon. N. H. 

Warwick 

Bath 

Hopkinton 

Shrewfbury 

Spencer 

Princeton 


Cenfusin i8po 

Marriages 

Births 

Deaths . 

5946 

74 

273 

94 

•4“ 

— 

— 

4> 

3*84 

— 

4*. 

38 

| 1364 

- . 

: 22 r 

so 

& 

*743 

>5 

— 

18 

*404 

— 


>3 

>39° 

— 



unknown 

is 

»5 

8 

16 

107 a 

— » 

__ 

aot 6 

— ■ 

23 

«, 

1481 

— 

5P 

>5 

595 


>7 

>3 

996 

• — ? 


6 

. 1197 

10 

4> 

>4 

1233 

9 

25 

>5 

> 2*5 



34 

>37a. 

if , 

54 

>4 

>>43 

— 

32 

>4 

>432 



25 

*081 

— 

34 

10 


a 6 
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Of 261 wfaofe ages have been given, died, under 2 years of age. 


between 

2 and 10 years 

nn /1 o#% _ ^ 

35 

Of* 


10 anu mo • •* 

Xfi 

27 

20 

20 

Of 


•MO auu jw • + 

-Oa nnn A A a * 


go anu £0 • • 

2 fl/] CQ • m 


Av onu nw 


5 ® ®nU uo • • 

on/i a ^ 

xl 

17 

n 

16 

0 


•00 anu 7® 

on/1 Xa ^ ^ 


70 ana oo 


-80 and 9® • * 

.Am ortA f AA a « 


•yo anu 100 • • 

106 

A 

I 


The particular difeafes of which thefe died, fo far as we have been favoured 
With them (viz. 132) are as follows, 


Abfcefs 

Aphtha 

Apoplexy 

Afthma • 

Dropfy 

Cancer 

Colic 

Confumption 

Convuluons 

Croup 

Cholera Morbus 
Cholera Infantum 
Diabetes 


1 

4 

5 

1 

3 

3 

2 

53 

*7 

3 
2 

1 

1 


Dropfy 
— Brain 
— Breaft 
Dyfentery 
Dyfpepfia 
Erynpelas 

C .Catarrhal 
Fever < Pueiperal 
(Typhus 
Gravel 

Inflammation of the 
Bowels 
— Lung9 
Intoxication 
Night-mare 


io 

3 

2 

2 

x 

2 

3 

2 

6 

2 

1 

1 


Jaundice 
Mortification 
Old Age 
Organ* defeft 
Pally 
Quinfy 

Rickets - 

Tetanus 

Ulcer in tl^p throat 
Worms • 

Cafualties 
Lightning 


t 

3 

it 


'£ 


1 

t 

1 

t 

t 


it 

1 


Extract from letters of Clergymen, accompanying 
their Bills of Mortality . 

8hrewjbury.— The perfon who attained to 106 years of age, was 
a female, bora in Framingham , February, 1701— married in 
1738 — left a widow 1792. She was never a mother. 
Mafon y N. H. — Where the feneca fnake-root has been ufed in 
* Quinfy or Croup, it has been fuccefsful in every inftance, fo 
far as has come to my knowledge. 

Nrtu-Cajlle. Deaths in 6 years, ending January l, 1807 68 

Ntw-milford . — Do. in 10 ypars - - 68 

Hofkinton. — w Do. in 15 years - - 279 

Marriages Do. 297 

Waltham Deaths in ,54 years - 508 

of which number 1x5 lived to 70 years and upwards. 


Hxtraft tjf k litter ftom Dr. Rowland Green, jun. 

Mansfield. — The fumrher of 1805 was very dry and warm, 
Iprings remarkably low, and in many places the water afforded 
by the wells was To bad, as to be unfit for family ufe. Tenet- 
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mal diarrhoea, prevailed in August and firft of September, after' 
•which, an epidemic fever, to the end of the year. Where the' 
water in the wells was the pooreft, the fever generally fAged 1 
with greateft violence and malignity. Of 82 who had die fevetf 
12 died, & of whom were males. 

The fummer of 1806 was very dry and cold.- A few cafe* 
of epidemic fever appeared in Augurt, September and Novem- 
her, but they were generally lefs violent than thofe of laft year.* 
The following cafe, perhaps, may be thought worthy of notice* 

January 15, 1806, Mr. J. Paine was fei zed with fymptom* 
of Inflammation of the Inteftines. Extreme pain and tenderrtefs’ 
in the abdomen, conflipation, and vomiting up every thing ta- 
ken. Thefe fymptoms laded 2 days, and then he' became eafyy 
except fome forenefs and enlargement in his bowels. Confti- 
pation was removed, and he appeared to mend until the evening, 
of the 2 2d, at which time the pain in his abdonfen returned*, 
and from this time he kept continually fpittingup a bilious mat- 
ter till the evening of the 23d, when he died. On opening the* 
body, a live worm* of the common kind, about ro inches in- 
length, was found entangled in the omentum, lying between 1 
that vifeus and the peritonaeum ; marks of inflammation ap- 
peared on the whole inteflinal canal, numerous- adhefi onfr, Con- 
siderable matter of the appearance of pus, and a large quantity 
of thin clay-coloured extravafated fluid was found itl the abdo- 
men. The ftomach was empty, except it contained a little bil- 
ious matter. The place where the worm efcaped from the in- 
feftinal canal was not found. The worm Was found exa&ly 
on the part where the pain was mod fevere. Nothing further 
appeared worthy of remark. ROL AND* GREEN, juu* 

January 3d, 1807.. 

Infefts — an Exirafi. 

We qre almoft entirely in the dark, refpeding the hiftory otf 
the infeds injurious to our ufeful plants ; and that man would 
be laudably and beneficially employed, who (hould colled what 
is knowable concerning the different moths, bugs, flies and* 
worms> which infeft our fields and gardens* 


On Shearing Lambs . 

An experienced farmer advifes to (hear the largeft lambs at 
the time of the new moon in July. Say what you will, coa* 
tinues he, about its impairing their fleeces in future : I can 
contradid it by experience. Their fleeces will yield as much* 
and their wool will be better. And as there are no cold ftorm* 
in that feafon of the year, your lambs will be more comfortable 
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and thrive fatter without their fleeces than with them. 
hatting wool is dear, by attending to this method of frugality* 
many thousands of dollars might be fared to the country annu- 
ally, of which each individual raider of fheep would receive hi* 
{hare. 


To Dairy Women* 

To prevent your cheefe having a; rancid, naufeous flavour* 
put about one table fpoonfulof fait to each gallon of milk, when 
taken from the cows in the evening, for the cheefe to be made 
the next day, put the fait at the bottom of the veflel that is to- 
receive the milk ; it will increafe the curd, and prevent the: 
milk from growing four or putrid the hotteft nights in fhnu- 
mer. 


Refult of Meteorological and other Obfervaiiom y far May % tlkyfz 
made at Deerfield , P or tf mouth and Smitbfield. 


May, 1807. 



Mr an degree 
of the month* 

Greatejl heat 
in the month. 

Leaft heat in 
the month. , 

Prevailing 
winds . 

c 

V 

1 

Births . 

I 

Deerfield 


m 

56 

30 d. 

8o° 

it d. 

3 *® 

N. & N. W. 



i*- 

Portfmouth 


ES 

5?| 

28 

72 



N. E. 




Smith fie Id 

46* 

59* 

5 * T 


78 

11 

30 

Variable. 





WEATHER. 


l day, foggy, lome clouds. 

8 — cloudy, fhowerr. 

9 Sund. fair and cool, high: frefhet. 

* | fair, cool but pleafant. 

55 — rainy day. 

7 — cloudy,, lomc rain New moon J 

S — cloudy, fhowers and funfhine. 
g — rain and fome fnow. ' 

10 Sund clouds and funfhine. 


fair and pleafant 

I4~ appearances of rain, C Firfi quar^ 
l a— ram tail night, — fhowers. 
to— fair, hazy, P. M. 


17 Sund cloudy, rain at night. 
i£ — cloudy ( appletrees blojfomed •} 
ig — fome clouds, light fhowers. 

2o — fair and pleafant. 

2i — rain at night. Full moon. 

22 — fhowers, heavy thunder. 

23 — fair. 

24 — Sund. rain, thunder. 

25 l cloudy and J appletreetin full 

26 > fome rain. \ olojfom. . 

27 — rain in fome places, fair. 

28) fair 

29 > and * » Lajl quarter* 

30/ pleafant. 

31 Sund. cloudy, little rain. 


Depth of water fallen in rain, Smithjield 5, 10 inches. 


J 5 
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SmirtyeH, M*$ 31, T&07. 

We have Had much cloudy* wet weather, and conGderablfe 
thunder this month. The ground is full of vtater^ and river# 
high. Many people feve not yet finifhed planting Indian 
corn, on account of the almoft continued rain* The ptogref# 
of vegetation is much behind the time of year : apple-trees be- 
gan to put out leaves about the 8th : p cadi-trees and pear-tree# 
were in bloom about the middle of the month 5 but apple-tree# 
were hot in full bloom till the 15th : die bloflotns Zft Hot 
entirely fallen, and the frttSt formed. 

“ Now the whole leafy fbrefl ftands array’d 

In fmiliog nature’s univfcrfal robe f 

United light and fhadc 1 where the fight dwell* 

With growing ftrength, and ever new delight.** , 

Grafs is well fet, and looks promifing, though fathe? fcort. 
State of health not fo favourable as laft month : cafes of canker- 
rafh more frequent and diftreflfng, and rather an inereafe of fe- 
vers^ On the ioth inft. a young woman belonging to thi# 
town was bitten by a dog that had every appearance of being 
inthfc laft ftage of madnefs. Immediate afiiftance vni cdlc^r 
and (he has been under a eourfc of medicine* No fyffiptomsr 
of the dreadful malady have vet appeared. The dog was pur- 
fued and killed ; bht where He belonged is not known. 

A SmITHFIELD SUBSCRIBER* 

Deerfield, Mdy 3!, 1807. 

The Erft appearance of leaves updi the apple-tree wai bn rife 
9th of the month. Cherries, plums and peaches bloffobted the 
15th; kpple-trebs began to bloilbm the 1 8th, arid on the 26&t 
were in full bloom. The feafon, thpugh late, promifes to be 
prolific. Wheat, however, has a ftckly hue, and infornc piece# 
which I have examined, the flies are numerous. ^ v 

The month has been unufually coldand wet * the frefhet# 
continued late, and fprings are higher than they have been, fo# 
thefe two laft years- In fome of the hilly towns, fnovV was fe&i 
the latter part of the month- It is now' very healthy- 

Errata . Page 236 of the Regiffer, lines 2d, $th and 14th, for was, read Wife* 


CONDITIONS OS THE REGIStkk. , ? 

Fu b L i s h e d month ly, the laft Wcdnefday of everj month, at One DoUfr.it* 
annum, delivered at the office, payable half yearly, in advance. 


Conducted by DANIEL ADAMS, m. b. 

BOSTON*— Printed by Ma nninc 0LoRiNG,at wtoofe Bookftorc, No. e* 
Cornhill, any orders or communications for the RegiJUr vnM be received. 
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For ike MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER* 
Medical Ext raffs. No. IV. 

*Tobacco.~ T* HIS is a (linking narcotic plant, which on its 
firfl ufe, induces giddinefs, naufea and vomiting. It is a mat- 
ter of great furprife, that a plant fo injurious to the conftitu- 
tion, (hould be fo generally ufed, either in chewing, fmoking, 
or fnuffing ; either of thefe is at bed, a riafty practice. Chew- 
ing or fmoking is very prejudicial to health, it weakens the 
organs of digeftioiij and has a tendency to emaciation, partic- 
ularly in young perfons ; it vitiates the breath, and turns the 
teeth yellow or black. Perfons of middle age, or thofe of fiili 
growth, particularly the corpulent, and fuch as are fubjefl to 
catarrhal complaints, may fmoke occafionally, and indeed to 
fuch it may*. be ufeful, if ufed with moderation, efpecially in 
damp and hazy weather. Perfons (hould never fmoke imme- 
diately after eating, as the faliva is difeharged. The faliva 
ferves an important piirpofe in preparing the food for the 
ftomach, afllfting digeftion, &c. and ought not to be thrown 
off. Smoking relieves fome afthmatics, and to fome perfons 
it compofes, producing a train of perceptions, and hulhes the 
agitated paflions into filence. 

Chewing and fmoking frequently excite a defire for ardent 
fpirits, but the defire (hould never be gratified, as it is like adding 
poifon to poifon. Frequent fmail draughts of water, beer, or 
cyder are ufeful while fmoking. It is a common thing to hear 
perfons who make a free ufe of tobacco, complain, efpecially 
in the fpring, of faintnefs, pain in the ftomach, lofs of ap« 
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petite, &c. inquire the caufe ; they anfwer, “ Bilious very 
bilious.” So the poor innocent bile, that falutary fluid, with- 
out which there can be no digeftion and affimulation, has to 
bear the blame : but if thofe perfons would quit the ufe of to- 
bacco, thefe complaints would ceafe, and perhaps fave the ad- 
ditional expenfe of travelling feveral miles, and paying three 
(hillings for a box of Patent Bitters, not worth ten cents. 
Snuffing ftimulates the membranes of the noftrils, vitiates the 
organs of fmell, depraves the palate, and impedes refpiration. 
Thofe who regard cleanlinefs, will not accuftom themfelves to 
this difagreeable and hurtful pradHce, from which every per- 
fon ought to be difluaded, unlefs good reafons can be offered 
in its favour. On the whole, the ufe of tobacco in any form, 
may be fafely, and cannot be too fuddenly relinquifhed, as foon 
as reafon and refolution (hall prevail over the abfurd cuftom 
and gratification. 

Exercife . — Exercife is as necefiary for the prefetvation of 
health as food, and feldom fails to place thofe who obferve it 
above want. No creature without exercife enjoys health, and 
this feems to be an univerfal law in nature. Inaftivity pro- 
duces many evils, it induces univerfal relaxation of the folids, 
and difpofes the body to many difeafes, as indigeftion, glan- 
dular obftruttions, &c. Exercife braces the fyftem, promotes 
digeftion and perfpiration, and removes many difeafes ; it is 
the (almoft) only known remedy for the confumption. Thofe 
of a (lender conftitution who wifh to avoid that terrible difeafe, 
ought to take much exercife, either riding, walking, gardening, 
&c. as the cafe may require. The a&ive and laborious fel- 
dom complain of nervous difeafes ; no, thefe are referved for 
the fons of eafe and affluence. Nothing contributes more to the 
prefervation of health than early rifing in the morning, and 
taking gentle exercife, which at this time efpecially cheers the 
fpirits, creates an appetite, and is very important to the well- 
being of the individual in every refpedl. Exercife in the open 
air, light fuppers, and a cheerful mind, promotes found re- 
frefhing fkep. The ftudious and fedentary ought to take 
much exercife in the open air, and by fo doing may prevent 
obftruftions in the liver, indigeftion, obftru£ted perfpiration, 
&c. Man is not formed for perpetual thought, it is wear^ 
ing and ruinous to the body, and hence the neceflity of exer- 
cife. Great part of the pleafures of this life confift6 in alter- 
nate reft and motion, but they who neglect the latter never 
enjoy the former, ldlenefs occaflons many difeafes *, it renders 
men ufelefs, a burden to themfelves and to fociety ; it leads t© 
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all manner of vices : in fa£t, man was never made to*be idle^ 
and an a&ive life is the beft guardian to virtue, and the great* 
eft prefervative of health, and, we may add, long life. 

June , 1807. G* 


Means of preventing Summer and Autumndl Difeafes # 
fuch as Fevers , Dyfenteries , & c. 

[Extrafted from the Medical Inquiries of Dr. Rush.] 

Laxative Medicines.— Hundreds, perhaps thoufands of the 
citizens of Philadelphia were indebted for their prefervation 
from the yellow fever to the occafional ufe of a calomel pill* 
a few grains of rhubarb, or a table-fpoonful of fweet or caftor 
Oil, during the prevalence of our late peftilential fevers. Even 
the air of Batavia has been deprived of its poifonous quality# 
by means of this clafs of medicines. A citizen of Philadel- 
phia alked a captain of a New-£ngland fhip, whoifc he met fct 
the iiland, how he preferved the whole crew of his fhip in 
health, while half the failors of all the other (hips in the har- 
bour were lick or dead* He informed him, that it was by 
giving each of them a gentle purge of fulphur every day. 

A plentiful perfpiration and moderate fiyeats , kept up by meins 
of warm clothing and bedclothes.— The excretiqn which takes 
place by the {kin, is a difcharge of the firft neceflity. I have 
never known an inftance of a perfon’s being attacked by the 
^reliow fever, in whom this difcharge was conftant and 
^jually diffufed over the whole body. 

The Warm Bath . — t have known this grateful remedy ufed 
with fuccefs in our city. It ferves the treble purpofe of keep-. 
Ing the {kin clean; and the pores open, and of defending wha€ 
are called the vital organs from difeafe, by inviting its. remote 
Caufe to the external furface of the body** 

, The Cold Bath, or cold water applied to the external furface of 
the body.— Du Baynard has left it upon record, in his treatife 
upon the qpld bath, that thofe perfons who lived in water-mills# 
alfo watermen, bargemen, and fifhermen, who were employed 
upon the river, and in dabbling in cold water, were rarely afi 
fefted by the plague in London, 166$, and that bat two perfona 
died with it on London bridge. 
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Wafting the body every evening with fait ivater.^A who!# 
(hip’s crew from Philadelphia was preferved by this means froth 
the yellow fever, forae years ago, in one of the Weft-India iffc-* 
ands, while a large proportion of the crews of feveral (hips that 
lay in the fame harbour, perilhed by that difeafe. 

Onions and garlic . — All thofe citizens who ufc<f thefeveg- 
e tables in their diet, efcaped the yellow fever in 1793. Tft# 
greater exemption of the natives of France from this difeafe 
whenever they are expofed to it, than of the inhabitants of other 
countries, has bfeen aferibed in part to the liberal ufe of thofe' 
condiments in their food. The Jews, it has teen faid, have 
often owed to them their prefervation from the pfcgees which 
formerly prevailed i & Europe.' 

Wine and ardent ftirits ^ Thefev prevent a malignant fever' 
only when they excite an action in the fyftem above that which- 
is ordinarily excited by the miafmata* of the fever ; but this* 
cannot be done without producing intoxication, which to be 
effe£tuyl rauft be perpetual ; for the weaknefs and excitability 
which take place in the intervals of dntnkennefe, predifpofe to* 
difeafe. Agreeably to this remark, I obferved three perfona 
who were conftantly drunk, furvive two of our mod: fatal ep- 
idemics, while all thofe perfons who were alternately drunk 
and (ober, rarely efeaped an attack of the fever, hi mod of 
them it terminated in death. 7 

Tobacco . — Many hundreds of the citizens of Philadelphia can 
Wttoefs, that no benefit was derived from this weed, in any of 
the ways in which it is commonly ufed, in the late epidemic* 
of our city. Mr. Howard (ays it has no effe& in ps^fcrvihjp 
from the plague. 

■* 

Meant of preventing the Dyfentery* 

The inteftinal ftate of our Summer and Autumnal difeafe re- 
quire* feveral fpecific means to prevent it, different from thofe 
which have been advifed to defend the blood- veffels from fe- 
ver. Unripe and decayed fruit (hould be avoided y and that 
which is ripe and found (hould not be eaten in an excefEve 
quantity. Spices, and particularly Cayenne pepper, and the 
Ted pepper of our couutrv, (hould be taken daily m food- 
Mr. Dcwcr, a Britifh fm-gepn, tells us, the Frenca Joldisrs* 

* By miafma is underftood the effluvium arifing from putrifying animal 43d 
vegetable fubftances, fuppofed tobe Ac caufe oF certain fevers, dy fen tenet, 
&c. 


Digitized by 


Google 





HPMCAL. 


If07?3 


293 


while in Egypt, carried pepper in boxes with them wherever 
they went, to eat with the fruits of the country, and thereby 
often efcaped its difeafes. The whole diet during the preva- 
lence of inteftinal difeafes, when they are not highly inflamma- 
tory, fiiould be of a cordial nature. 

Another means of preventing the dyfentery is, by avoiding 
coftiyenefs, and by occafionally taking purging phyfic, eve# 
when the bowels are in their natural ftate. A militia captain* 
in the Pennfyhrania fervice, preserved his whole company from 
a dyfentery which prey ailed in a part of the American army 
at Amboy, in $>e year 177$, by giving each of them a purge of 
fearfalt. He preferred his family and many of his neighbours* 
fomc years afterwards, from the fame difeafe* by dividing among 
them a few pounds of purging falt$. It was prevented a few 
years ago in the academy of gordentown, in New-Jerfey, by 
giving all the boys molaffes m large quantities, in their diet and 
drinks. The raolaffes probably, aft ed only J>y keeping the bow- 
els in a laxative ftate. • 


As the dyfentery is often excited by the dampneft of the 
night air, great care fhould be taken to avoid it, and, w h*o 
neceffarily expofed to it, to defend the bowels by more warmth 
jhin other parts of the body. The Egyptians, Mr. Dewer 
fays, tie a belt about their bowels for that purpafe* and wijtff 
the happieft effect. 


# — — r 

The Benefit ofExercife , in Preference of Mediehi * ht 
Chronic Difeafes , illufirated by an Allegory- Extracted 
from 4 Publication on Temperance and Exercifc, aferibed to 
f)r. Rush. / 

In the ifland of Ceylon, in the India# ocean, a number of 
invalids were affembled together, who were affiifted with moft 
of the chronic difeafes to which the human body is fubjeft. 
In the midft of them fat feveral venerable figures* who amufed 
them with encomiums upon fome medicines, which they a£- 
fured them would afford infallible relief in all cafes. One 
bqafted of ah elixir— another of a powder, brought from 
America — a third of a medicine invented and prepared }u 
Germany 1 ; all of which, they faid, were certain antidotes to 
the godt — a fourth, cried up a noftrum for the vapours— a 
fifth, "drops for the gravel — a fixth, a balfam, prepared from 
feqney, as a Sovereign remedy for ajconfumption— a feveatfh, ' 
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a pifl for cutaneous eruptions — while an eighth cried down the 
whole, and extolled a mineral water, which lay a few miles 
from the place where they were aflembled. The credulous 
multitude partook eagerly of thefe medicines, but without any 
relief of their refpeCtive complaints. Several of thofe who 
made ufe of the antidotes to the gout, were hurried fuddenly 
out of the world. Some faid their medicines were adul- 
terated ; others that the do£tors had miftaken their diforders ; 
whilft moft of them agreed, that they were much worfe than 
ever. While they were all with one accord, giving vent in 
this manner to the tranfports of difappointment and vexation, 
a clap of thunder was heard over their heads. Upon looking 
up, a light Was feen in the Iky.* In the midft of this, appear-* 
ed the figure of fomething more than human ; (he was tall 
and comely ; her {kin was fair as the driven fnow ; a rofy hue 
tinged her cheeks ; her hair hung loofe over her (houlders ; 
her flowing robes difclofed a fhape, which would have caft 
a ftiade on the ftatue of Venus of Medicis. In her right 
hand (he held a bow of evergreen ; in her left hand (he had 
a fcroll of parchment. She defcended flowly, and flood ere£l 
upon the earth ; {he fixed her eyes which fparkled vHth fife, 
upon the deluded and afflicted company. There was a mix- 
ture of pity and indignation in her countenance. She ftretch- 
ed forth her right hand, and with a voice which wa $ 
fweeter than melody itfelf, fhc addrefled them in the follow- 
ing language: u Ye children cf men, liften for a while to the 
voice of inftruCtion ; you feek health where it is not to be 
found. The boafted fpecifics you have been ufing, have no 
virtues. Even the perfons who gave them, labour under many 
of the diforders they attempt to cure. My name is Hygeia ; 

I prefide over the health of mankind. Difcard all your med- 
icines, and feek relief from temperance- and exercife alone* 
Every thing you fee is ‘a£tive around you. All the brute an- 
ifnals in nature are aClive in their inftinCtive purfuits. Inan- 
imate nature is a£tive too air, fire, and water are always in 
motion. Unlefs this were the cafe, they would foon be unfit 
for the purpofes for which they were defigned, in the econ- 
omy of nature. Shun floth ; this unhinges all the fprings of 
life. Fly from your difeafes ; they will not, they cannot pur- 
fue you.** Here {he ended : {he dropped the parchment 
upon the earth ; a cloud received her, and (he immediately 
afcendcd, and difappeared from their fight. A filencsigalbed, 
more expreffive of approbation than the loudeft peatef**ap- 
plaufe. One of them approached with reverence to 
where {he had flood, took up the fcroll, and read the*Coft-\ 
tents of it to his companions. It contained directions to each 
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,of them, what they fhould do to reftore their health. They 
all prepared themfelyes to obey the advice of the heavenly 
vifion. The gouty jnan broke his vial of elixir, threw his 
powder into the fire, and walked four or five miles every day 
before breakfaft. The man afflifted with the gravel, threw 
afide his drops, apd began to work in hi$ garden, ot to 'play 
two or three hours every day at bowls. The hypochondriac 
and hyfieric -patients discharged their boxes of afafcetida, and 
took a journey 09 horfe-back, to diftant and oppofite ends of 
the ifland. The melancholic threw afide his gloomy fyftems of 
philofophy, and fent for a dancing-mafter. The ftudious man 
fiiut up his folioSj and fought apaufement from the fports of 
children. The confumptiye man threw his balfams out of the 
window, and took a voyage to a diftant country. After fome 
months they all returned to the place they were wont to af- 
femble. Joy appeared in each of their countenances. One 
had renewed his youth ; another had recovered the ufe of his 
limbs ; a third who had beeh half bent for many years, now 
walked upright ; a fourth began to fing fome jovial fong with- 
out being afked x ; a fifth could talk for hours together without 
being interrupted with a cough : in a word, they all now en- 
joyed a -complete recovery of their health. They joined in 
offering facrifices to Hygeia ; temples were erefted to hex 
memory, ^nd fhe continues to this day to be worshipped by all, 
$e inhabitants of thaf ifland* 1 


AGRICULTURAL* 

A Quejlion propofed* 

#>«• ADAMS, 

The medium which the Regifter offers for the promulgation 
of experiments made in agriculture, added to your invitation to 
£0 farmers to communicate the refuks of fuch experiments as 
bid fair to be ^eal improvements in hufbandry, ought to 
aroufe every lover of the beft interefts of his country to lend 
his aid in furthering the objefts of fo laudable an undertaking. 
The number of valuable communications already given in the 
Regiffer, fully (how the utility pf the undertaking, and caufe 
every judicious reader to wifh atflftope that it may continue to 
be as well furnifhed for the future ; and that no one will with- 
hold the refult of any experiment, which experience fliall pTO.v#. 
|q be an improvement ; but come forward and communicjf# 
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| n Ms own way, for the advantage of his country. B,ut huf- 
Wandmen, generally fpealcing, make hufbandry their bufinefs. 
They do not feel themfelves qualified to write in fuch a man- 
ner as they would choofe to have publifhed, therefore they 
are timid \ ^hey expefl criticifm would certainly follow theilp 
performances^ or that theories would be raifed in oppofitioq 
to their experiments Hence that backwardness in hufband- 
inen, in communicating the refults of their pra&ipc and ex-; 
periments, fo much to be regretted. 

Wherefore, in order to remove thefe ohftacles, and ’^11 others 
if poifible, it is propofed that experiments ffiall only fie oppofed 
by experiments ; that no theory, however (pecioqs or plaufible^ 
fhall be admitted into the Regifter, in oppofition to the refult 
of a&ual experiment j that remarks on experiments iq hufband- 
ry, having the lead appearance of harflmefs, f^all not be ad- 
miffible ; but that theories may, in certain cafes, be anfwered 
by theories ; bqt that experiments, being the moil ufeful, fl^all^ 
in all cafes have the preference. And further, to entice prac- 
tical hufbandmen to communicate their knowledge, certain 
Queftions might be propofed, concerning the moft iuccefsful 
method of cultivation tq be purfued, in order to obtain gooc^ 
<ropi, fuch as. \yhcat, rye, Indian corn, potatoes, grafs, fruity 
frc. Whencjjer the refults of a£lual experiments in hufbandry 
41 re given, correfpqndents fhould be particular in deferring the 
kind of foil, the Rate of cultivation the land was in, and every 
other particular relative to the experiment, in order that others 
may know under what circumftances it may be likely to anfwer 
the fame purpofe for themfelves 5 or whether the refults dif T 
feted, when the foil a$d cultivation were fijmilar. 

In purfuanqe of the foregoing plan, the following Queftion 
i$ propofed : 

In what manner can manure, at {he rate of feven 
loads to an acre, yearly, fie applied to land, in order to pro? 
duce the beft crops of Indian corn, for three yesr$ in fucceffion^ 
and leave the land in the beft ftate forifucceeding crops ? 

Should the whole, or any part of the foregoing appear wor- 
" thy of a place in the Regifter, you arc ut liberty to mfert it \ 
W to reie& it altogether. 

PHILO. 

For the MEDICAL a no AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 
Budding ojr Ino&dation of Fruit-Trees . 

Thiers has appeared in the Regifter a number of commu- 
nications on the management of fruit-trees, liighly deferving 
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of notice, both for the pertinence of their remark, and for 
the plainnefs and fimplicity of their language. I refer par- 
ticularly to the communications in Nos. 3 and 4 of the Re- 
gifter, pages 37 and 595 and alfo in No. 17, page 261. 
J£very man who has an orchard, will in thefe places find fpme 
very ufeful directions, to which were he to attend, he would 
foon find himfelf amply compenfated for his trouble and care. 

Nothing yet, as J recoiled, has been faid on the inoc? 
ulation of fruit trees, and haying had fome experience that . 
way, I have thought to offer a few observations upon that 
fubjeft ; in doing of which I (hall difeharge an obligation, in- 
cumbent as I think on every one, which is to contribute alj, 
in his power to the fuccefs of fo ufeful a publication as the 
Regifter. 

The time for inpculating, is from the end pf June to the end 
pf Auguft, according to the fprwardnefs of the fcafon, and 
the particular forts of trees to be propagated. is the bud% 
on the (hoots of the famj year's growth , whiph are pfed in in- 
oculation ; and what marks the time for performing the op- 
eration with the greateft e^aftnefs, is prhen the b u d at the 
extremity of the (hoot is formed and full, being a fign that 
the buds have £ni(hed their fpring growth. Another circum- 
ftance marking the proper time for performing this operation, 
is when the bark will peal readily from the wood. 

The method is as follows ; f* You muft be provided with a 
(harp penknife, together with fome fmooth convenient inftru- 
merit, for raifing the bark of the ftock to admit the bud, and 
fome elm or baft; bark, which fhould be foaked in water to in- 
creafe its ftrength and make it morp pliable. Then, having 
taken off fome (hoots pf the fapie year’s growth (or cuttings, 
as they are ufually called) from the trees that you would prop- 
agate, choofe a fmooth part pf the ftock, then with your pen- 
knife make a horizontal cut acrofs the rind of the ftock, and 
from the middle of that cut, make a flit downwards about two 
m inches in length, fo that it may be in the form of a T; but 

you muft be careful not to cut too deep, left you wound the 
(lock. Then to prepare your bud, fir(f cut off the leaf from 
the bud, leaving the footrftock remaining ; then with your 
penknife making a crofs-cut about half an inph below the eye, 
flit off the bud with part #f the wood to it. 'this done, you 
muft with your knife pull off that part of the wood which waf 
t;*ken with the bud, obferying whether the eye of the bud be 
left with it or not (for all thofe buds which lofe their eyes in 
(tripping fhould be thrown away, being good for nothing;) 
then having gently raifed the bark of the ftock, where the 
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crofs incifion was made, clear of the wood, you (hould thruft 
the bud therein, obferving to place it fmooth between the rind 
and the wood of the (lock, cutting off any part of the rind ber 
longing to the bud which may be too long for the flit made in 
the ftock ; and having thus exa&ly fitted the bud to the ftock, 
you may tie them clofely round with bafs-wood bark } begin- 
ning at the under part of the flit, and fo proceed to the 
top, taking care that you do not bind round the eye of the 
bud, which (hould be left open.”* 

The fuccefs of this operation depends almoft wholly bn the 
manner in which it is performed ; if done in a clumfy way, it 
*jvill never fucceed ; whereas, if the bark be not bruifed, the 
bud be nicely inferted, fet clofe, and be carefully bound 
down, it rarely fails. Few however, very likely, will fucceed 
in their firft attempt. They need not, however, be difcour- 
aged ; but I would advife fuch, two or three weeks after hav- 
ing performed the operation, (hould' the buds be difcovered to 
be dead, to diffefl: away the bark, and they will difcover fome 
capital d£fe& in their operation, which they will hence learn 
to avoid or remedy. It is neceffary that the bud (hould be left 
out or open to the air \ but if the bark of the ftock be thick, 
it is in danger of being covered up, if the bud be fet down 
clofe to the wood. If it be not put down clofe, it will die. I 
have therefore found it convenient to cut away a little notch in 
the bark above the horizontal cut, juft large enough to receive 
the bud. If the bark of the (lock be thin, the corners of the 
(lit, juft about the bud, are apt to rife up, or not to fet clofe, 
by fimple tying ; in which event I have found two fmall 
wedges on each fide of the bud, pufhed down after the tying 
was performed, ferved to lighten the ftring, and make the 
bark fit clofe to the bud, and contributed much to the fuc- 
cefs of the operation. * 

Three or four weeks after the operation, fuch as appear (hriv- 
elled and black are dead ; but thofe which remain freih and 
plumb, you may be fure Are joined ; and at this time you 
(hould loofen the bandage, which if not done in time will pinch 
the ftock and greatly injure if not deftroy the bud. 

“ In the April following, let the ftock or limb be cut off 
three or four inches above the bud ; doping it, that the wet 
may pafs off, and not enter the ftock. To this part of the 
•(lock left above the bud, it is very proper to fallen the (hoot 
which proceeds from the bud, and which would be in dangtr 
of being blown out, if not prevented 5 but this mull confine? 
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jio longer than one year ; after which it mud be cut off clofe 
*bove the bud, that the ftock may be covered thereby 

Cloudy or wet weather is to be preferred^or this operation, 
MaffachufettSy July 1807, 


Cultivation of Barley as pradifed by the beft Farmers in 
England. 

[From A. A ] den’s, Treat! fe on the art of Bread-Making.] 

Barley delights in a fandy loam. It generally fucqeeds 
wheat, the land being broken up as foon after Chriftmas as it 
will admit the plough. It is ploughed and harrowed in March* 

In April this operation is again repeated ; the hufbandman 
afterwards taking care to render, with the harrow and roller, 
the entire furface as even and as level as poflible. Sometimes 
the ground is only ploughed once, and the feed fown above ; 
but more frequently it is broken by three ploughings, notwith- 
Handing they may not have more than a week to perform them 
in. This, at firft fight, appears an injudicious practice, the 
ploughings being fo quick upon each other, neither the root 
weeds have time to wither, nor the feed weeds to vegetate, put 
this being a frequent praftice of fome of the beft farmers, we 
may be affured that two ploughings and harrowings are not wan- 
tonly thrown away. The Norfolk farmers are in general maf- 
ters of the art of cultivating barley. They feem fully aware of 
the tendernefs of this plant in its infant ftate, and of its rootings 
being unable to make the proper progrefs in a compaft or a 
proper foil 5 they therefore ftrive, by every means in their 
power, to render the foil as fine as afhes, and fit for the recep- 
tion of the feed. The proper time for fowing the feed is from 
the middle of April to the middle of May ; but the time de- 
pends in fome meafure upon the feafon ; the true period is jujl 
before the oak puts on that fallow appearance^ which it does at the 
time the buds are breaking, previous to the expanfion of the ** 
leaves. Three bufhels ^re ufually allowed to an acre, and 
fown broadcaft ; it is then ploughed under with a (hallow fur- 
row, an admirable praftice in foils light enough to produce 
good barley, provided the feed is not buried too deep. If the 
feafon however is wet, and the foil cold and heavy, the feed 
fhould be call upon the furface, and then harrowed and rolled, 

$s is the pra&ice in other diftrifts. 
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Gonjiituent Principles cf Wheat. 

In one pound of wheat there is contained, 

oz. dr . 

.Of bran, r r 3 o 
.Of (larch, - jo o 

Of a glutinous animal fubfitance, o $ 

' Of fugar - - q Z 

„And lofs in grinding and reduc- 
ing the flour to flared 2 o 

16 o 

The ftarch is that part of wheat jFrom which its nouri filing 
properties are principally derived ; it is the gluten in a parties 
ular manner which fits it for fpontaneous fermentation ; and 
it is the fugar which is a&ed upon by the carbqqic acid 
gas [fixed air] of the yeaft, in producing fermentation. Hence 
the principles which enter into the compofition of good bread 
are, gluten, (larch, fugar, and fixed air, to whiejh may be added 
water and heat. 


Hints on the Management of Sheep. 

It has been often remarked, that the American (heep yield 
jmuch lefs wool than the (heep of Britain, France, and Spain. 
This is owing to the length of our winters, and the quantity 
,of fnow on the ground, preventing their picking up as much 
nouriffimont as the (heepL in Europe. Hence, they drop their 
wool from mere weaknefs, during the winter and fpring. Tp 
prevent this, a farmer of long experience has fpund half a gill 
of Indian corn given every day to each (heep to be extremely 
jufeful. It (iregg&ens the (heep, by which means the quantity 
of wool is incre&fed, as well as retained, till the time of (bear* 
ing, to the great emolument of the farmer. 

ApRICOtA. 

Good Tillage . 

The following ftory is finely illuftritive of flic excellence of 
good tillage. 

“ Grecinus, in his book concerning vines, relates that he had 
often -heard his father tell of a certain Paridius, who had two 
daughters, and a farm planted with vines. Of this farm he gave 
one third part as a marriage portion, to the man who wedded 
his elder daughter, and notwithftanding, received as much pro 
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duce as before, from the two-thirds which he referved to him- 
felf. Afterwards, on the marriage of the younger daughter, he 
gave away the half of the remaining land, and found his income 
ftill in no refpeft diminiflied. What concludes he from this ? 
But that the third part of the farm was at length better culti- 
vated than the while ufed to be before.” 


Agriculture . 

rt Too 1 little attention is paid to farming in this country ; and 
indeed it is ftrange it (hould be fo, for agriculture is of the ut- 
mod importance to the people of America. It is high time it 
was reduced to a fyftem. In fome of the old countries they 
have gone fo far as to ferve apprentiaefhips to the bufinefs. It 
is a beautiful as well as an ufeful and neceflary art, and ought 
to become part of the education of every man.” 


£xtrafl froth cc The Farmer's Magazine” publijhed in 

Scotland. 

Carrots . — There i$ reafon to believe that carrots will anfwer 
on fen or moffy land, if a fufficient quantity of afhes be fpread 
on the ground where they are fown ; and it is probable that 
lime and other manures may raife that valuable crop on peaty 
foils. 

There is, that withholdeth more than is meet , but it tendeth 
to Poverty. Solomon. 

Parcus is a hufbandman. There is not a farmer in the 
town, who, with the fame quantity of hay, keeps fo numerous a 
flock, although he feldom fells or kills a beef or a mutton, 
he only juft keeps his number good. His fheep (bed half their 
wool before (hearing-time ; his cattle arrive not to their growth 
until they are five or fix years old, and then they are dwarfs, 
and all becaufe he is too faving of his hay. If he can make his 
creatures live through the winter, he thinks he does well. His 
object is to keep a large (lock on a little hay. 

His buildings fall into ruin, becaufe he dreads the expenfe of 
repairing ; and the very timbers are rotten, while he tries to 
make the old covering laft as long as poflible. Rather than be 
at the expenfe of convenient implements for his hufbandry, he 
depends on borrowing ; and the time loft for the want of them, 
and fpent in borrowing and returning every year, amounts to 
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fire times their value. Thus Parcus carries tin his bufinefc, and 
with great induftry, on a good farm, he juft fupports a moderate 
family ; while feverai of his neighbours, on farms no better* 
and with lefs labour, are growing rich, only by difcretion in 
faving, andjudgment in fpending. 


MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES, 


For the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

From a Philadelphia Paper . 

It is with a great degree of pleafure I have learned 
that a gold medal has been fent by the Queen of Etruria, 
accompanied with a highly complimentary letter to Dr. Benja- 
min Ru(h, Profeffor of the Inftitutes of Medicine and clinical 
Praftice in the Univerfity of Pennfylvania, after the perufal of 
his works. On the one fide of this medal is a likenefs of the 
Queen of Etruria, holding by the hand her infant fon ; and on 
the reverie thefe words, — “To the most deserving.” 

Tips information cannot fail of being highly gratifying to 
the numerous pupils of this moil worthy and ingenious Father 
in medicine ; the fimplicity, yet profundity of whofe medical 
tenets have fo greatly aflifted in laying the bafis of their profef* 
fional knowledge, and of their fkill, in its application to prac- 
tice. 

Fijh-Bait. 

Beans, with proper management, make one of the fineft of all 
baits for fi(h. The method of preparing them for this purpofe 
is this : Take *a new earthen pot glazed on the infide * 
boil fome beans in it, fuppofe a quarter of a peck. They muft 
be boiled in river water, and ftiould be previoufly fteeped in fome 
warm water for fix or feven hours. When they are about half 
boiled, put in three or four ounces of honey, and two or three 
grains of mufk. Let them boil 20 little on, then take them off 
the fire, and ufe them in this manner : Seek out a clean place, 
where there are no weeds, that the filh may fee and take the 
beans at the bottom of the water. Thfow in ibme beans at 
five or fix in the morning, and in the evening, for fome days. — * 
This v^ill draw them together, and they may be taken in a caftj^, 
ing net in great numbers. Mncyc* 
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Refult of Meteorological and ether Obfervations , for June, 1807 ; 
made at Deerfield, Warwick, Mafon, Portsmouth, Smithfield, 
and Hartford . 


June 1807. 
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New Moon 


1/2 day, wet day 
2 — cloudy, fair 

3 } fair, ihowers 

4 > in fome 

5 ) place, 

6 — cloudy, rain' 

7 — Sund. fair. 4 

8 — fair, brifk wind 

9 — fair, hfczy 

10— hazy, fhowers m fome places 

11 — lair, bnfk winds 

12— — froft in low places ([ JirJl Quarter 

13 — cloudy, fome rain, cool 

14 — Sund. fair, cloudy 

1 5— fair 

Depth of water fallen in rain, Warwick , 4 inches. 

Smith field, 2,56 inches. 


weather. 

16 — cloudy, jain 

17 — fair 

18 — cloudy, fome fhowers 

19^ fair, flying Full Moon 

20 ) Sund . clouds and 

21 ^fhowers, 

22 1 in fome 

23 J places. 

24 £ cloudy, rain 

25 J in fome places 
96 ) fair and 

2 7) pleafant D lajl Quarter 

28 — Sund . cloudy, fome rain 

29 > clouds and funfhine 

30 > fome fhowers 


Deerfield, June 30, 1807. 

Except the 8th, 9th, and 10th days, which were very hot, 
the month has been cool, and the weather unfteady. Our 
farmers are now cutting their firft crop of grafs ; this is 
tolerably good, except where it was injured by the latenefs of 
the frefhets. Crops of rye look well, except where it was win- 
ter-killed. Wheat will be light. — Month healthy as ufual : a 
cafe or two of fevers have occurred, and one has been fatal. 


Warudick , June 30, 1807. 

This month has been cold for the time of year : we have 
had, however, fome very warm days. On the morning of the 
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loth, the mercury ftood at 77*, which was 7 0 higher than on 
any morning the lad year ; the morning but one following, the 
mercury was at 42^, and we had frod in many places of 
low land. On the 20th, a heavy cloud from the N. W. palled 
over the ead part of this town, emitting a copious (hower of 
rain, accompanied with a large quantity of hail, which covered 
the ground, and did confiderable damage to grain arid gardens ; 
but I believe it was not very extenfive. Corn is fome injured 
by worms, and has in general an indifferent appearance. Grafs 
h confiderably winter-killed, and what remains comes forward 
but (lowly. 

This month has b^n healthy.* W. COBB. 

9 Smithfieldy Jute 36, 1807. 

The Weather has beeri cool for the feafon, except a few day$* 
about the 9th. There have been no dorms of much confer 
quence this month ; The mod confiderable was a cold One orf 
the 24th and 25th. The feafon dill keeps in advance of Vege- 
tation : Indian com is fmall ; but grafs looks tolerably well; 
The fmall limbs of pear-trees began to die about the 20th in thd 
fame manner as mentioned lad year. Rofe-bugS appeared here 
about the 25th, but riot in fuch numbers as they have fm feveral 
years pad. In many places however, they very much injure 
apples and other vegetables* State of health more favourable. 
The young woman mentioned to have been bitten by a mad 
dog remains free of the fymptoms of madnefe. 

A Smithfield SubscriAr* 


Hartford, June 30, 1807; 

The month uncommonly cold and wet. — The feafon back- 
ward. — Com injured in Hanford and fome other places b f 
worms * — Many large fields dedroyed. — Grafs thin. 

* May 31. Apple trees put forth their leaves about the Joth ; Englilh cherry 
trees in full bloffom the 18th, and apple trees the 30th* Our dry land was nt 
for planting about the 20th ; but much of our low and fpringy ground, by rea- 
fon of the frequent rains, is yet unfit for feed. 
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Qf Skewing and Waking ; their juji Proportion with regard 
to Bge, the Conjiitution of the Body, M.ode of Life, and other. 
Circumfianfes. ' 

[From Willi ch’j Lefliires.] 

Sleep and wakefulnefs arc nearly in the fame relation 
td each other as exercife and reft. Waking always prefupppfe» 
a certain degree of a&ivity \ all the natural f.in&ions, digeftion, 
the preparation of the chyle and blood, aflimilation, fecretion, 
s*nd excretion, are then rrtore vigoroufly performed, and would 
foon exhauft their powers, if fleep did not reftore to them the 
beneficial and indifpenfable fupplies. 

Sleep is therefore neceflary to exiftence and health ; and it it 
an improper and fruitlefs attempt, to deprive ourfelves, by an 
iH*dire£ted activity, of the requifite portion of this rfefrefhment y 
for nature will maintain her rights, in fpite of our ^efforts to 
fubvert them : and both body and mind fuffer, without attain-* 
ing any real advantage from an extravagant watchfulnefs. 

To continue in ^waking ftate, beyond a proper time, con- 
fumes the vital fpirits, diforganizes the nerves, and caufes fo 
many uneafy fenfations, that a cotifiderable while mud elapfe, 
before we can fall afleep, namely, until their greateft violence 
has abated. The fluids of the body become acrid, the fat is 
confumed, and there arifes at length an inclination to vertigo* 
violent hcad-ach, anxiety, actions without connexion, without 
defign, and without confiftency. Thofe whp indulge them- 
felvcs in much deep, are feldom liable to v&y ftrong paflions. 
Perfons, oil the contrary, who fleep too litue; frequently con-^ 
traft a violent and vindiftive temper. continued wake r 

vol. i. v * 
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. fulnefs is capable of changing the temper and difpofition of min$ 
T of the moll mild and gentle ; of effe&ing a complete alteration 
^Mjheir futures* and, at length, of occafioning the mod Gngular 
wninj^ the ft ringed deviations in the power of ^pagination* 
*and r abfolute infanrty. iCrv ? 

.* '%x^Hi^Nleepy )t|Mvever, is not lefs prejudicial* *The‘ whofe 
body Cftk/g^dpally under a complete (late of inactivity,' the 
lofid parts jbedtfie relaxed, the blood circulates ilowly, and re- 
mains partitujlrly long in the head v perfpiration is disordered* 
the fluids afeitjpraflated* >the body increafes in fat and thick 
humours, and $ readied incapable of being the medium of 
ffnefHpl exertfoff* dfememory is enfeebled, and the unhapp/ 
deepei^falls into j^thoughtlefs lethargic (late* by which h& 
fenfibility is, in a great meafure, deftroyed. 

Peffons troubled hypochondriafis and hyftencs do them-* 
felv^| much injury by flQeping too long, efpecially in the morn- 
Jng, when the body is much weakened by its too long continue 
ance in a heatjpi and unwholefome atmofphere. To fuch 
individuals, it is* alfo dangerous to remain for a length of time 
Jit a (late of ina&ivityC Indeed, exeefs in deeping is detrimen- 
tal to the mufculaT powers of every perfon ; to the phlegmatic* 
efpecially, whofe duids will thus foon be univerfally corrupted \ 
and fanguine temperaments thereby acquire a fuperabundance 
fcf blood. The melancholy, whofe blood circulates fiowly, mud 
fUffer inconvenieucies in their fecretions and excretions by this- 
indulgence ; and we generally find, that long deepers are af* 
Aided with coftivenefs and obftruCl ions-— Early riling, and 
timely going to bed, may alone render them more healthy and 
vigorous. ix 

* Tl|g proper duration of deep, in youth and adults, is ufually 
fettled at fix or feven hours *, in children and the aged, from 
eight to nine hours. Yet the individual deviations in the/con* 
dilution of the body, and its various wants, fcarcely admit of 
any accurate rules. The more bodily weaknefs we feel, the 
more we may indulge in deep, provided it be refrefiung. If 
people in a fta^e of health are perfe&ly cheerful in mind and 
body, when they firft awake, this is the mod certain criterion* 
that they have dept fufficiently. rX --d n 

We (hobld, however, be on our guard, not to confound the 
natural wants of the body with a blameable cuftom. For moft . 
perfons habitually deep too much, or remain longer in bed than 
they ought. The principal caufe of this deftruCtive cuftora 
undoubtedly arifes in infancy ; when children are permitted to 
fleep hi very foft heating beds, and encouraged to lie longcfl| 
than is proper, from a midaken notion that they cannot deep 
too much* From this injudicious treatment, they cannot 3tta}$ 
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aiolid textuYe of the body, and a foundation k laid for many 
Ifubfequent difeafes. The rickets, fo ^ery common in many 
families* in the prefent age, often originate in fuch indulgences, 
fince the general relaxation of the bod^, and the tendency to 
profufe perfpiration, is thus promoted in an extraordinary 
gTee. At the age of puberty, this eflfefi^licy of the body, and 
the inclination to fleep, together with the *frfea fant fenfation 
which a foft and warm bed affords in a waks^pftate, are cer- 
tainly the firft and mod frequent caufes of a' vic<?j that might 
be efleftually prevented by early rifing. 

The cuftom of fleeping long, when continued to the ftate of 
manhood, becomes fo habitual that it cannot be relinquifhed 
without great ftruggles, and a firm resolution. Thofe, then, 
who are not poffeffeciof this firmnefs, inftead of attaining a 
ftrong conftitution, will acquire a phlegmatic, relaxed, and cold 
temperament, which wiH render them irrefolute, and incapable 
of energetic efforts ; and from which the mind, by degrees, 
becomes as indifferent towards every objeft, as the body is 
unfit for mufcular exertion. Hence, to liften to the voice of 
nature, in this refpeft, will contribute more to our happinefs, 
than to (horten our repofe by many of the ufual but violent 
means of excitement, when the body is in want of reft. 

To children, at a very early period of life, ho limits of' fleep 
can be prefcribed ; but, after the fixth or feventh year of age, 
fome regulations become neceflary, to habituate them to a cer- 
tain regularity. The juft proportion of fleep can be afcertained 
only, by their more or lefs lively temperament, by their em- 
ployments, exercife, and amufements through the day, and 
according to thfc more or lefs healthy ftate of their bodies. In 
purfuing this meafure, however, we muft not attempt to awaken 
children from their fleep, in a violent or terrifying manner, 
which is frequently done, and is extremely pernicious. 

In great difquietude of mind, and after violent paflions, fleep 
is the more neceffary, as thefe agitate and exhauft the frame, 
more than the moft fatiguing bodily labour. Hence, many 
perfons never fleep fo found, as when they are affii&ed with 
grief and forrow. A fretful and peevifh temper, as well as a 
fit of the hypochondriafis, cannot be more eftefluaily relieved, 
than by a fhort fleep. Frequently, after a fleep, of a few min- 
utes only, we awake refreftied, we can reflett on our difficulties 
with a calm mind, and again reconcile ourfelves to the troubles 
of life. In fuch fituations, though we fhould not be able to* 
deep, even a quiet pofture of the body, with the eyes clofed, is 
of fopie advantage. . * 0f 

t There is fcarcely any misfortune fo great, that it cannot be 
relieved or alleviated by fleep ; as, on the* contrary, we (hosld 
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inevitably fink under its preflure, if ihis beneficent balm did not 
fupport us. Yet, frequently too, uneafinefs of mind, by its- 
continual ftimulus on the cenforium y prevents all fleep hence 
the unquiet repofe, and ev 4 en whole fleeplefs nights, of thofe, 
Whole heads are filled with cares or important fchemes* As 
mental labours exhauft our ftrength more than thofe of the 
body, literary men, who employ themfelves in long and pro- 
found reflexions, require more fleep than others. Though 
lbme perfons, whofe body and mind are equally indolent, have 
a greater inclination to fleep, than th^ lively and laborious, yet 
it is not fo beneficial to- them, fince they art deftitute of the 
cflential requifites to health, namely, aXivity and vigour. 

The moft healthy, and thofe who lead the moft regular lives, 
frequently have an. unealy and very lhort fleep * they alfo re- 
quire lefs reft at one time than* another./ He whodigefts eafrly, 
itands lefs in need of fleep than others. After taking aliment 
difficult of digeftion, nature herfelf invites to the enjoyment o£ 
reft, and to fleep in proportion to the time which is required 
for the concoXion and aflimilation of food. Exceflive evacua- 
tions of whatever kind, as well as intoxication by ftrpng liquors,, 
render additional fleep necetlary. In winter and fuinmer, we 
require fomewhat more time for fleep, than in fpring and au- 
tumn \ becaufe the vital fpirits are lefs exhaufted in the latter 
feafons, and the mafs of the blood circulates more uniformly,, 
than in the cold of winter or heat of fummer, when it is eithen 
too much retarded or accelerated.. 

It is very improper to fit up too late in the long winter even- 
ings, whether at the defle or the bottle, either of which is thei* 
more hurtful than in ftimmer, becaufe the want of fleep is 
greater. Thofe who wifh to fpend the winter in good health, 
and ufeful labour, fhoqld retire to bed at nine o’clock in the 
evening, and rife at four or five o’clock in the morning. A 
winter morning, indeed, is not very charming, but the evening 
is naturally ftill lefs fo \ and there is no doubt, that we can 
perform every kind o£ work, with more alacrity and fuccefs, in 
the early part of the day, than at night ; and that our eyes 
w °uld likewife be benefited by this regulation, after fleep has 
enabled them to undertake any talk in- the morning ; but they 
are fatigued at night, from the exertions of a whole day. 

Every ftimulus may interrupt fleep, or at leaft render it un- 
e*iy, and often occafion dreams, the caufe of which is generally 
owing to an irritation in the ftomach, or in thqinteftinal canai. 
Dreams are, as it were, a middle ftnte between fleeping and 
waking, and generally indicate fome defeX in the body, unlefs 
they give reprefentations which originate in the occurrences o£ 
the preceding day.. 

v v rv'tf 
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An uneafy fleep, which is obvious from flatting up, or fpeafc- 
tng in it, and from a frequent change of the poflure in bed, is 
at no time a good fymptom j it is as frequently a forerunner, 
as it is the effect of difeafe, and may be owing to the following 
caufes : — , 

1. Emotions of, the mind, and violent paflions, always difc 
order the vital fpirits ; at one time they irrereafe, at another 
diminiih, and foraetimes altogether check their influence, the 
confluences of w'hich extend to the whole circulation of the 
blood. Sorrows and cares produce a fimilar cfFe&. Hence 
the no&urnal couch is a very improper place to profecute moral 
refearches, or to recoJIedi what we have done, fpoken, and 
thought through the day. — -To read interefting letters, received 
late in the evening, ufually too occafions a» unquiet fleep. 

2. A bad date of digeiiion, ai>d efpecially hard or corrupted 
food, on account of th,c connexion of the brain with the ftomachu 

3. A repelled perforation, if we have not covered ourfeives 

conformably to the climate, feafon, and weather* In this* cafe* 
a current of air is ftiil more hurtful than intenfe cold. *. 

4. An apartment or bed to which we are not accuflomed 
taiay alfo occafion an uncomfortable fleep, as travellers frer 
sjuently experience. It is therefore an effential part of a good 
and healthful education, to accuflom children to fleep alters 
nately upon different and harder or fofter couches, in various 
parts of the houfe, more or lefs temperate, which confequentlj 
enables them to ileep comfortably in a Ample but clean bed, in 
whatever place -or fituation they may find it. 

Debilitated perfons injure thtmfdves much by fleeping during . 
the day, againfl the order of nature, and keeping awake thg 
greater part of the night. Day-light is beft adapted to a£liv<f 
employments, and the gloom and iiiiinefsof the night to repoi'e. 
The evening air which we inhale foon after fun-let, and nigb$ 
air in general, which is vitiated in the country by the exhale 
tions of plants, is very detrimental to the delicate. The forced 
watchfulnefs of thole wJu) apply themfclves in the night to 
mental purfuits, is exceedingly prejudicial. A couple of hours 
fleep before midnight is, according to old experience^ more’Te- 
frefhing than double the quantity after that period. ^ 

The queftion, whether to Jleep after dinner be advifable, mult 
be decided by a variety of concurrent circumflances \ cuftom, 
bodily conftitution, age, climate, and the like. 

In a weak and flow flate of digeftion, after having taken hard 
or folid food, we may indulge ourfelves in a fhort fleep, rather 
than after a meal confiding of fuch nouriftunent, as by its nature 
is eafily conco£ed. But debilitated young people efpecially 
fhouid not fleep too much, though their weakaefs incline them 
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to it ; for the more they indulge in it, the greater will be i 
fubfequent languor and relaxation. 

Individuals of a vigorous and quick conco&ion, may under* 
take gentle, but not violent exercife, immediately after 'meals, 
if they have eaten food that is eafily digeftible, and which re- 
quires little affiftance but that of the Ttomach and its fluids. 
And even luch perfons, if they have made ufe of provifions dif- 
ficult to be conco&ed, ought to remain quiet after dinner, and 
may occafionaliv allow themfelves half an hour’s fleep, in order 
to lupport digeftion. 

To reft a little after dinner, is farther ufeful to dry and ema- 
ciated perfons, to the aged, and perfons of an irafcible difpoff- 
tion } to thofe who have fpent the preceding night uneafily and 
fleeplefs, or have been otherwife fatigued, in order to reftore 
regularity in the infenfible perfpiration ; but in this'cafe the 
body muft be well covered, that it may not be etfpofed to cokK 
Such as are fond of fleeping at any time of the day, are ufually 
more indolent and heavy after it than before. A fleep after 
dinner ought never to exceed one hour ; and it is alfo much 
better fitting than lying horizontally; for, in the latter cafe, we 
are more fubjeft to fluctuations of the blood towards the head, 
and confequently to heac^ach. 

Much depends upon the manner of lying in bed, and on the 
pofture to which we accuftom ourfelves. To lie on the back, 
with the arms over the head, prevents the circulation of the 
blood to the arms, and is not unfrequently productive of ferious 
donfequences. It is equally pernicious to lie in a crooked pof- 
ture, or with the breaft very low and bent inwards; for the 


intefti jies are thereby comprefled and obftruCted in their mo- 
tions, and the blood cannot eafily circulate downwards ; whence 
may arife gi^dinefs and even apoplexy. Lying on the back is 
equally ingprppbr, and produces frightful dreams, together with 
many other inconveniences. The reverfe pofture is likewife 
noxious, a$> the ftomach is thus violently opprefled, the free 
refpiration fnuch impeded, and the whole circulation of the 
fluids in the cheft and abdomen wantonly prevented, to thq 
great injury of health. 

"fh* mgft proper pofture, then, is on one fide, with the body 
ftraight, the limbs flightly bent (not ftretqhed, becaufe they 
ought to reft) fo that the body may lie fomewhat higher than 
the legs. When the head is laid high, a fhort fleep is more 
Tefrefhing than a longer one when it is reclined too low. To 
healthy people it is a matter of no confequence on which fidp 
they lie, and they may fafely, in this refpeCt, follow their own 
choice. Some dietetical obfervers allege, that it is better to lie 
in the evening on the right, and in the morning on the left 
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fide ; that in the evening the food may more readily leave the 
ftomach, and that afterwards this organ may be better warmed. 

by the liver. , r , , . , r 

In the evening we fhould eat hght food only, and that fpar- 
ingly, wait for its digeftion, and confequently not lie down till 
two or three hours after fupper. ihe mind ought to be kept 
quiet and cheerful, previous to going to reft : we Ihould then, 
as much as poflible, avoid gloomy thoughts, which require re- 
fleaion and exertion. It is therefore a pernicious and danger- 
ous praftice to read ourfelves afleep in bed. We would dp 
much better, to exercife ourfelves a little before bed time, by 
walking up and down the room. 

Sleep without dreams, of whatever nature they may be, is 
more healthful than when attended with thefe fancies. Yet 
dreams of an agreeable kind promote the free circulation of the 
blood, the better concoction of food, and a due ftate of perlpi- 
ration. The contrary takes place in unpleafant dreams, which 
excite anxiety, terror, grief, fear, and the like. In the latter 
cafe, they are of themfelves fymptoms of irregularity in the 
fyttem, of an approaching diforder, or of an improper pofture 
,cf the body. 


Camomile a Remedy in certain Di/orders of the Eyes. 

A medical correfpondent at Madrid has acquainted a 
friend in Ireland with fome aftonifhing effefts .of the herb 
camomile, in certain inflammatory diforders of the eyes. The 
following among many cafes wherein the Doctor has been con- 
cerned, is mentioned as a proof of the virtues of this falutary 
though common herb. Maria de Maros, daughter of a maf- 
ter carpenter, had, for many years, been affixed with weeping 
eyes, which difcharged an acrimonious humour, that brought 
on an almoft total lofs of fight. Alteratives were preferred 
to no purpofe. At length he made a ftrong decoftion of cam- 
omile, boiled in new milk •, with this the patient bathed her 
eyes feveral times a day, as warm as could be fuffered without 
uneafinefs ; and in about five weeks her eyes were perfeftly 
reftor.ed. 
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Remarks on the beneficial Effefts of a Variation of Crops . 
Publijked by order of the Philadelphia Society for promoting 
Agriculture • 


THE earth, in genera], is a compound of vegetable' 
matter, formed by nature, to propagate a variety of plants ; and 
thofe felts, peculiar to each plant, muft be extracted from the 
earth by each particular fpecies of plant : for the land piay haYft 
Strength to bring good different crops one after another ; but it 
ftldom abounds with one kind of felt, fufficiertt to produce 
good crop of the fame grain 9 often repeated fuccefftvely 9 unlefs the 
fend be rich indeed, and the foil, with thd climate, well adapted 
to that kind of grain or plant which is often fo repeated. This 
remark, which will ever be found true, clearly points out tbo 
lndifpenfable neceffity of varying crops often, if not ANNUALLT\ 

The foregoing obfervations I make for the benefit of theo- 
retical farmers ; as, from their pra&ice, great advantage is to 
be expe£led, towards improving agriculture in America; it 
being this clafs of men, fertile in genius, emulous to promote 
their country’s good, and able to bear the expehfe, who ii$ 
Europe h^ve, by their laudable experiments, led the way fyr 
poor farmers to adopt a courfe of cropping, as approved at this 
day, in lieu of their forefathers’ old eftablifhed cudom. — The 
balls of this riew method is founded on manure, efpecialiy from 
marie ; and the fuperftruflure is perfected by crops of pulfe, 
artificial grafs, and grain, which they raife alternately: and iti 
this, fyfiematically done, is comprifed the MTSTZRr of real huf- 
handry . 

Prefuming the following remarks are not generally known, 

I infert them for the information of the public. 

A more beneficial difeovery has not been fnade in agriculture, 
than that of clover being an infallible preparative for a wheat * 
crop. With once ploughing, I have fowed feveral hundred 
acres ; and have feen thoufands growing, yet never knew one 
crop to fail, although in fome cafes the land was poof : but it 
is particularly agreeable to rich land, as the draw will be ftrong, 
the ear large, and the (lemming incredible. If ever a marvel- 
lous crop of wheat be raifed on very rich ground, it muft be in 
this way : for fallows produce a luxuriant, tall draw* weak at 
the root, with a fmall ear which will fall. 
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epfcobf of the foregoing observations, let reafohbe attended 
r . : Clover grafs afi'ords reft to land* and keeps out weeds ; 
the pafture produces feed in abundance for cattle ; the foil or 
manure of the cattle, with the vegetable falts contained in* the 
large tap-root and heart of the clover, afford vivid manure for 
.wheat. One other advantage arifing from rhis mode of farm** 
ing is, the furrows being whole, and the root of the grain in 
them, it admits the water to drain from the root \ and the fur- 
face of the ground will not rife with the froft, as fallows of 
fine mould are fubjeft to do. The wheat therefore muft ftand 
the winter much the belt if fowed after clover with one 
ploughing. * 

1 fiiall conclude thefe remarks with the method of fowitig 
wheat on clover land : ? ■ 

Take an acre of clover land, that has been paftured quite to 
ground. In the September of the ftcond fummer after itwaa 
ftxw#d> turn it clean over with the plough. The fame day it ia 
ploughed fow on the acre three pecks of dean feed-wheat/ 
broadotffk > after it is fowed, take a roller and run over the 
lands, the fame way they are ploughed. When that is dorte* 
harfow it two or three times over die fame way, until the feed 
becovered : but by no means harrow acrofs the land. . » 


fjfential Properties of a perfect Breed of Black Cattle, de- 
% f l Z ne d for the Purpofes of the Dairy , &c. as laid down 
, by Mr. Marshall. 

i* The head fmall and dean, to teflon die quantity of 
offal. 2* The neck thick and clean, to lighten the fbre-end, as 
well as to leffen the collar, and make it fit clofe and eafy to 
the animal in work. 3. l he carcafs large, the cheft deep, 
and the bofom brOad, with the ribs (landing out full from the 
fpine, to give ftrength of frame and conftitution, and to allow 
fufficient room for the inteftines within the ribs. 4. The 
(houlders.fhould be light of bone, and rounded off at the low er 
point, that the collar may be eafy, but broad, to give ftrength ; 
and well covered with flefh, for the greater eafe of draught, as 
well as to furnilh a defired point in fattening cattle. 5. The 
back ought to be wide and level throughout, the quarters long, 
the thighs thin and (landing narrow at the round bone ; the 
udder large when full, but thin and loofe when empty, to hold 
the greater quantity of milk, with large dug veins to fill it, 
and long elaftic teats for drawing it off With greater eafe: 

& The legs ^below the knee and hock,) (Iraight, and of a 
« 
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middle length ; their bone in general tight and clean fleftiin§ 
bat with the joints and finews of -a moderate Gze, for the pti 
pofes of ftrength and activity. 7. The flefe ought to be 
mellow in the Sate of flefeinefs, and firm in the ftate of fatnefs* 
$• The hide mellow, and of a middle thicknef6 *, though, fa 
our author’s opinion, this is a point not yet well determined* 



Manageig^nt cf bider. 

“[From Poulfon’s Dally Adverdfer.] 


Coopers Point* Feb. 18, 1604. 

Cider is an article of domeftic manufacture, which, in my 
opinion, is the word managed of any in our country, confides 
ing its ufefulnefs. Perhaps the beft method to correCt errors 
is to point out feme of the principal ones, and then recommend 
better methods. 

One of the firft errors in refpeCt to cider is, gathering apples 
token wit ; the next is, throwing them together expofed to fan *2 fid 
ram y until a fournefs pervades the whole mafs, then grinding 
them j and for want of a trough, -as is fometimes the cafe, 
or other vciTels fufficient to hold a cheefe at a time, put- 
ting the pumice on the prefs as faft as ground ; then making 
fo large a cheefe that fermentation' will come on before the 
juice can be all prefed out ; and certainit is that a finall quan- 
tity of'the juice prefled out after fermentation comes on, wilf 
fpoil the produCf of the whole cheefe. 

If then either of the above circumftances will fpoil the cider, 
which I know to be the cafe, what muft be ahe effeCt of a, com- 
bination of the whole, which frequently happens. 

As I have very often expbrted the cider to the Weft-Indieo 
and Europe, and fold it to others for that purpofe, without 
ever hearing of any fpoiling ; and as it is my wife to make the 
productions of our country as Aifeful as poffible, I wiU giye an 
account of my method. 

I gather the apples for good cider when dry 9 put t^em ou a 
Jhor under cover y have a trough fufficient to hold a cheefe at 
once ; and when the weather is warm, I grind them late in the 
evening, fpreading the pumice over the trough to give it air, 
as that will greatly enrich the cider* and give it a fine amber col- 
our ; and early in the morning prefs it off. The longer a 
cheefe lies after being ground before the prefling, the better, 
provided it efcape fermentation, until the preffing is completed* 
The reafon ia evident from the following circumstance : take a 
cart apple, bruife on fide and let it lie till brown, then .tafU 
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the juice of each part, and you will find the juice of the bruif- 
ed fweet and-rich^ though of a tart apple. So if fweet 
and tart apples are ground together, and put immediately on 
the prefs, the liquor therefrom will tafte both fweet and tart ; 
but if it lie till brown, the cider will be greatly improved. I 
always take great care to put cider in clean, fweet cafks 5 and 
the only way to effeft this is to rinfe or fcald them well as foon 
as the cider is out, and not to let them (land with a remftant 
or lees in, which is certain to make them four, mult, or (link. 
When my calks are filled and fermentation takes place, I fill 
them up once or more a day, to caufe as much of the fitth as 
poffible to difcharge from the bung ; when it difcharges a clear 
white ffoth, I put. in the bung flack, or bore a Hole and put a 
fpike in it, and thereby check the fermentation gradually and 
when the fermentation has fubfidect, take the firfl opportunity of 
clear cool weather to rack [draw] it off into clean cafks ; to 
effect which, when I draw the cider out of the cafks in which 
it has fermented, I firft rinfe the cafk with cold water, then 
put into a hjgfhead or barrel, two or three quarts of fine 
gravel, and three or four gallons of Water ; work it well to fcour 
of the yeaft, or feu® and fediment, which always adheres tq 
the cafk in which cider ferments, and if not fcoured off as above 
directed, will a£t as yeaft when the cider is put in again, bring 
on a fretting, and fpoil or greatly injure the liquor \ after fcour- 
ing rinfe as before. I find benefit in burning a brim ft one 
match, fufpended m the cafk by a wire, after putting in two 
of three buckets of cider \ the beft method for which procefs 
IS, to have a long tapering bung, that when driven in, the differ** 
ent ends will fit moft common bungholes, with a large wire in 
the fmall end with a hook to the match, which for a hogfhead 
ihould be fufficient for a hive of bees. Cider intended to be 
kept till warm weather, I rack in cool clear weather, the latter 
part of February or the beginning of March. It is beft to 
keep the cafk full and bunged as tight as poffible. 

1 make no doubt but many are as well or better acquainted 
with making cider as myfelf $ but as I have feen no method 
deferibed, which I have found on experience to be preferable, 
I have f ubmitted the foregoing, which is at your fervice, or the 
Bublic’s, if it is deemed worth communicating. 

JOSEPH COOPER. 


To prevent the Meq/les in Swine. 

It frequently happens that fwine are killed when diforderfcd 
by the meafles? which is eafily difeovered by the flefh or meat 
containing fmall globular red or white puftules, of different, 
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lizes, varying according to the different degrees of thediraSFP 
which originate from being fed with fufiy damaged corn, or 
fome umvholefopie food ; or from its being boiled in lead or 
cojfrper vcflel$ s In which it hath Jain too long; or from their 
feeing kept m a, wet and dirty pen ; either of which caufes 
iehdi tQ ot>ftru£fc the circulation of the fluids \ hence arife 
fchofe globular puftules, which are the juices rendered vicid 
ahef coagulated. About once a week mix two fpoonfuls of 
rhadder in their food, which preve4§3 obftru&ibns, afling as 
a diuretic, and is at the fame time an aftringent. And on 
fome other day in the week, give a fpoonful or two of an 
equal quantity of flour of fulphur and faltpetre, well pounded 
and mixed, which purifies and cools the blood. All thefe 
different articles added to each pail of food in the morning, 
on feparate days, prevent the meafles, keep the fwinc ex- 
tremely healthy, and fatten them more expeditoufly. 


Extraft from Dr. Anderfcn's Retreations. 

Every attentive obferver will remark among the plants of 
almoft every kind of crop, fome individual (talks which aro 
diftinguiihable from the others by a greater degree of health, 
or luxuriance, or profligacy, or earlinefs, or fome other pecu- 
liarity. A friend of mine remarked fome years ago a partic- 
ular ftem of peas among his earlieft crop, which came into 
flower and ripened long before the others. He marked this 
ftem and faved the whole of its produce for feed. Thefe came 
as much earlier as they had originally done. This produce 
was alfo faved for feed; and thus he obtained a particular 
kind of early pea, that came at leaft a week before the befi 
fort he fcould buy in the (hops, if fovvn at the fame time with 
them. The Do&or relates fa&s fimilar to this refpecling 
wheat and beans. The general idea he means to inciAcate is 
obvious* and extremely worthy attention. 


The Hujbandman and the Politician contrajled. 
Extracted from an Addrefs delivered to the Agricultural Society in 
Nnv-York, by Robert K. Livingston, Efq . 

The little politics of our town, our country, or even of our 
State, are mere matters of a day ; and however important they 
may feem in our eyes, while we ourfelves are the a£lbrs on 
this bufy ftage, they will appear to others of too little moment, 
to arreft their attention. Our father^ were politicians, their 
fathers were politicians, and yet we hardly know the parts they 
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feverally aQed, or even the names or principles of the parties 
they oppofed or fupported. In like manner, the intriguing 
politicians and the wordy orators of the prefent day,, will be 
buried with their principles and their parties in eternal oblivion ^ 
when the many who has introduced a new plant, or eradicated 
a deftru&ive weed ; who has taught us to improve our dotneftie 
animals, or to guard againft the ravages of noxious in 61s y 
who has invented a new implement in hufbandry* or firtiplyr 
determined the angle the mould-board fhould make with the 
plough- (hare, will ie remembered with gratitude as the BEI$F~ 

IJCTOJi OF &OCIETT. 
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Ptcock’s Pickle for Meat. 

Admiral pocock’s pickle is preferable to moil 

others* whep applied to family beef, pork, or mutton. It is 
thus made : — Watery four gallons ; fugqr (or molafles) one 
pound and a half \ fdltpetre y two ounces ; fatty the bay or large 
fbr$, fix pounds. Boil all together in an iron pot or kettle, and 
fkim it repeatedly* as long as any feum arifes; then take off 
the pot to lland till the liquor is cool* The meat being placed 
in die vefiel meant to hold it, pour the cold pickle on the meat 
till it is all covered, and in that ftate keep it for family ufe. 
The beef, after lying in the pickle ten weeks* has been found 
as good as if it had not beenfalted three days* and tender as a 
chicken. If the meat is to be preferved a confiderable time, 
the pickle muft be boiled once in two months, fkimming off all 
that rifes, and throwing in during the boiling two ounces of 
fujrar and half a pound of common fait : thus the fame^ pickle 
will hold good for twelve months. This, pickle is incomparable 
for curing hamsy tonguesy and *hung beef. When tongues and 
hung beef are taken .out of the pickle, clean and dry the pieces 
then put them in paper ba^s and hang them up in a dry warm 
place. Some who have tried this method, choofe their- meat 
falter ; and inftead of fix, ufe eight or nine pounds of fait. In 
very hot weather it is neceflary, before the meat is put to the 
pickle, to rub it well over with fait, and let it lie for one, two, 
or three hours, till the bloody juices wm.off. If the meat in 
this cafe^s the leaft tainted before it is put to the pickle, it will 
be entirely fpoiled in a day’s time, in hot weather. 

C3* Pocock’s pickle is found Cq valuable that no family ought 
cvei to be without it 
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O pleafant 17) (howers 

ft | 18 T with . 

3 weather; lgC Sund. tl 

4 20 ) der 

5 Sund. fonje- New Moon. 21 — cloudy 

6 l times 22— cloudy, I 

7 f cloudy, 23— cloudy, h 

o but 24 } fair, 

9 no rain, 25 r light * 

10 excepting 26 r Sund. (I 

11 a little (Winkling on 27) fome plac 

12 J Sund. the 4th. 1 ) Firfi Quarter. 28— cloudy, n 

13 — moderate- rain, thunder 29} 

14 — fair 30 > fail* 

15) (bowers, with 31) 

*6) thunder 

Depth of water fallen in rain, Warwick , 3} inches. 


S. & S. W. p i 
Southerly. I 

S. ill 


17) (howers 
18/ with 

19 f Sund. thun* Full Moon. 

20 ) der 

21— cloudy 

22— cloudy, (howers 

23 — cloudy, heavy rain 

24 } fair, 

25 f light * 

26 r Sund. (liowers in 

27 ) fome places ) Lajl Quarter « 

28 — cloudy, rain 

2 9 ) 

30 > fat* 

S*> 


Warwick , June 31, 1807. 

At the comencement of this month the whole vegetable king-** 
dom, checked by the w chilling damps” of June, appeared .inf sc 
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•very unhealthy condition, and far behind the time of year# 
The two firft weeks of the month were fair, and confiderably 
warm, but did not feem to have the defired effedl on vegeta- 
tion. Our crops of grafs were much fmaller than ufual, and 
fo late that but few people had begun haying till about the 13th* 
at this time the rains commenced and intercepted the bufinefs 
in a great degree ; we have been favoured with repeated ftiow- 
crs and warm rains the remainder of the month ; which has 
produced the greateft change in the appearance of the face of 
the earth, perhaps, ever known in the time. Vegetation, roufed 
from its torpor, prefents us with almoft inconceivable inftances 
of its rapidity. The growth of the unmown grafs, in the courfe 
of fifteen days, added to its quantity at leaft one-fourth part. 
Winter grain was fit for the harvell about the 30th, which was 
one week later than laft year. — Healthy as ufual. 

W. COBB, jun. 

Hartford , July 31, 1807. 

Much hay and grain injured by the long feafon of wet weath- 
er. Grain grown. Crops of Englifh grain light. Wheat 
much blafted. Harveft about a fortnight later than ufual. 
Corn looks well. Gardens much injured by worms. 


The Farmers Calendar for September . 

The bufinefs of a farmer has been compared, and very 
juftly, to a hoop, which has no end. Indeed, the labours of 
One feafon are not completed before fome provifion is neceffary 
for the next. Much has been faid on the importance of fele£l- 
ing feed-corn before harvefting, from the mod promifing plants, . 
while {landing in the field. ( See page 103 of the Regifler , where 
this fubjeB is fully conftdered> add the mojl ample dir eft ions given , by 
one of the greatefi practical farmers in the United States.) Many 
an one, perhaps, has read the Regifter and grudged his dollar , 
without having pra&ifed at all upon thofe rules by which he 
might have very confiderably increafed the produce of his fields. 
It is really wonderful that people (hould be fo flow in adopting 
improvements of this nature, when the happy tendency of them 
is fo obvious. 

Remember, (hould there be a war, it will happen, in tnany 
inftances, that a little cider will be the beft liquor you can afford, 
to drink yourfelf or give to a friend. Then make it good. 
Follow the directions given in this and in fome fcTmer* num- 
bers of the RegiiUjr, and that will be fufficient. You will then 
have no occafion for a wry face when you drink yourfelf, nor 
a blufti when you prefent the glafs to a friend. * 
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The connexion there is between malignant di (tempers and. 
dirtinefs, has been abundantly demonflrated iii many inftances 
of fevers and dyfenreries, in the United States. Therefore, be 
particularly attentive to cleatiUtiefs , efpecially at this feafon of 
the year. Neatnefs and elegance are conducive to good health 
as well as to good hufbandry. It often happens, that in cellars, 
and around dwelling-houfcs, in pig-flies and cow pens, near 
the houfe, there are accumulated great quantities of excremen- 
tiiious and corrupting fuhltances, the refufe o( houfe-keeping, 
entrails of fifh and poultry, parings and (kins of vegetables, & c. 
which, if feafonably carted away, tend eminently to fertilize the 
fields and promote the growth of vegetables ; while, at the 
fame time, by remaining, they render the houfe foul and un- 
healthy, by the extricatipn of noxious vapours. When I fee a 
farmer permit fuch unwhoiefome fubftances to col left around 
his habitation, I cannot help reflecting on the danger which 
awaits him. The manure, which ought to have been carried 
awaj and fpread over his Jots, fervCs, as it lays, but to make 
his family fickiy, to difable his labourers, and lead him to the 
dubious and expenfive routine cf phyfic ; and as in common 
life as well as in logic, one blunder leads to another, the want 
of crops, and the confequent failure of income, drive him to 
mortgages and executions, thofe fatal expedients of the law. 


NOTE. 

Firft Volume of the Regijler. 


TT was contemplated, at the com- 
m,. cement of this publication, that the 
nrft volume fhould embtace all the 
numbers j ublilhed in three years. It 
is now thought proper, far vaiious rca- 
fons, fo 'far to deviate from our origi- 
nal defign, as to clofe the fyft volume 
at tjie end of two years ; and fo on, 
one volpme every two years. The firft 
volume of flie Regifler, therefore, will 
dole with December next, when there 


will be publifhed an index to the vol- 
ume? and the fccond volume will com- 
mence with January, 1808. The ed- 
itor wifhes to he allowed to conftder 
all his prefent fubfc fibers as fubferibers 
to the lecond volume, who do not 
exprefs a contrary inclination by the 
pr ft of December next, as it is neeeflary 
he fhould know the number of his 
fubferibers, previous to commencing 
the fecond volume. 


CONDITIONS OF THE REGISTER. 

Pub lis he d month)y r the lail Wednefday of every month, at One Dollar per 
annum, delivered at the office, payable half yearly, in advance. 


Conducted by DANIE.L ADAMS, m. b. 


ROSTOV: — Fruited by Man king & Lo r i n g, at whofe Rookftore, No. 2, 
Gnmfcili, any oaders or comm unicat ions for the Regijler will be received- 
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MEDICAL. 


DR. ADAMS, 

If you think the following worth publifhing, it is at your 
fervice. J« G. COFFIN. 

For the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

Nothing is more common than to hear com- 
plaints againft the prevalence of quacks, and the multi- 
plication of patent remedies, while the impofitions of the 
former find fubje&s enough for their trade, and the bad effe&s 
of the latter are carefully kept out of fight, by thofe whofe 
bufinefs it is to filence truth, and to propagate deception. Nor 
is it very likely thefe evils will ceafe fo long as there are men 
fufficiently weak to believe whatever is roundly aflerted', and 
there are charafters fufficiently depraved fo to alTert whatever 
will anfwer their purpofe. Still, for thofe who can diferiminate, 
and for thofe who are willing to be influenced by reafon, it is 
not ufelefs labour to expofe the afts of impofture, wherever 
they can be dete&ed. 

Thefe remarks are occafioned by three inftance6 which have 
come under my notice, in which the ufe of that infallible fpe- 
cific for raoft of the difeafes of the human body, the M Bilious ' 
Cordial,” has been attended with injurious efre&s. The laft 
inftance was the cafe of a young man confidejably debilitated, 
but not otherwife out of health. 

This young man went to the learned inventor himfelf, who of 
courfe recommended the Bilious Cordial, and which the pa- 
tient, contrary to the remonft ranee of his friends, anade ufe of. 
The refult was, that his weaknefs was greatly increafed, with 

V«L. I. W 


Digitized by CjOOQIC 



$22 medical. [ September* 

total lofs of appetite, night fweats, Icc. He is now in the 
country, in a doubtful, if not in a hopelefs ftate of exhauftion. 
This fufferer was, unfortunately, as I believe, for him, a former 
acquaintance of the “ Blue Bottle”* gentleman ; and it wag 
natural enough in him, who knew nothing of the difeafes, and 
little of the chara&er of men, to imagine that the “ Patentee” 
himfelf knew beft tho* properties of his own difeovery , and that 
he was too honed to recommend what would not be beneficial 
in his cafe. 

The Patentee, who “ ftudied out and acquired” this invalu- 
able remedy, fays, “ it is a vegetable preparation, which may 
be taken in all climates, by either fex, at any age or circutn- 
ftances in life. It is a reftorative cathartic, a carminative, diu- 
retic, and menagogue, ^nd a predominant detergent, quite pal- 
atable ; calculated effectually to cleanfe, warm and ftrengthen, 
a foul, cold, bilious and oppreffed ftomach ; fweeten the 
blood, and regulate conftipated bowels*, promote digeftion; 
regulate the appetite, and give a fpring to the mental facilities.” 
That it has had this lad elfcCt on the author no one can doubt, 
*who will juft take the trouble to read his “ Defcription, ufe* 
&c. of the Bilious Cordial,” a very ingenious pamphlet of forty-* 
eight pages. 

After reading the above extract, the philanthropift would 
naturally wilh, that a remedy thus eftimable might be fo well 
known, and accompanied, in its diffusion through the country, 
with fuch circumftantial and plenary fi Directions,” as to enable 
every parent and guardian of youth fafely to give it in all thofe 
numerous and various complaints of the human fyftem, in 
which it is pre-eminently curative. And what ought to be the 
public gratitude to Mr. Chamberlain, when it is known that the 
pamphlet in queftion in a great meafure fupplies this defid-! 
eratum ! It contains at lead fix ample directions, in which much 
is faid about and “in favour of the Bilious Cordial,” together 
with much injlruflion how to .employ it, &c. all of which, valu-? 
able as it is, if negleCted, mud arife from the fault of thofe 
who do the fubjeCt injuJUce> not from thofe who labour to pro- 
mulgate it. It is a very pleafant thing to know, with regard 
to this mod friendly of all medicines, that befide its intriufic 
virtues, enough furely to recommend it to all reafonable people, 
it pofiefles a Wonderful power of accommodation as to its man- 
ner of operating, fo much fo that the proprietor allures us, that 
it may be taken in any quantity all the way u from a table 
fpoon-ful to a pint !” 

Now it has been the misfortune of mod other aCtive medi- 
cines, that when mifapplied, they have done milchief in pro- 

* {Bold at the fign of the BIu$ Bottle, Court-Street, Bolton. 
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portion te their good effects when properly adminiftered. Not 
fo with the li Bilious Cordial,” this difcretionary balfam, which 
may be called “ the poor man’s blefling, and the rich man’s life/’ 
is fo accommodating as 1 faid before (excufe repetition, for too 
much cannot be faid in favour of a good thing fo much under- 
valued) that if it be poflible in any cafe to take too large a dofe 
of it, the only inconvenience is—*-the lofs of the article ! 

But I think I have faid enough, and am willing to flop, not 
becaufe I think it poflible to fay too much in commendation of 
the Bilious Cordial,” but becaufe I conceive that what has 
already been faid here and elfewhere to call the public attention 
to the general interefl ought to be fufficient, and becaufe, fur- 
thermore and laftly, if this effe£l is not produced, it mull be 
owing to an inattention and obftinacy, which are in all proba- 
bility incorrigible. 

Bojioti , September , 1807. 


► 

On the Caufes $f Death in Difeafes that are not incurable . 

[From Dr. Rush’s Imrodu&ory^Letters.j 

In confidering the caufes of death in difeafes which are not 
incurable, I fhall 

I. Mention thofe which are derived from Phyfucians. 

II. Thofe which arife from- the condu& of fick people. 

III. Thofe which arife from the condutt of their attendants 
and vifitors. 

1. Under the firft general head I (hall firft mention ignorance 
iti a phyfician, ariflng from original incapacity, or want of prop- 
er inftrudtion in medicine. 

2. A caufe of death in difeafes that are not incurable, arifes 
from the negligence of phyficians. This negligence, extends to 
their delays in not obeying immediately the firft call to a pa- 
tient, to their inattention to all the fym proofs and, circum fiances 
of a difeafe in a Cck room, and to the time of the vilit, not he- 
ing accommodated to thofe changes in a difeafe, in which rem- 
edies of a certain character can be applied with effetf « Negli- 
gence from the firft of thefe caufes has occafioned the dearth of 
many patients. 

3. Phyficians render curable difeafes mortal, in many in- 
ftances, by their connecting the meafure of their fervices to tfie 
lick with pecuniary confiderations. This is one reafon, why 

y more of the poor than of the rich die of mortal epidemics. Ex- 
travagant charges for medicinal advice and attendance, have 
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produced fuch delays in fending for a phyfician, as have given 
a curable difeafe time to advance to its incurable ftage. 

4. Forgetfulncfs in a phyfician to vifit his patients, and to 
fend them medicines at regular and critical hours. 

5. A preference of reputation to the life of a patient, has 
often led phyficians to permit a curable difeafe to terminate in 
death. The death of a patient, under the ill-direfted opera- 
tions of nature, or what are called lenient and fafe medicines* 
feldom injures the reputation or bufinefs of a phyfician. For 
this reafon many are permitted to die, who might have been 
recovered by the ufe of efficient remedies. 

6. A fudden indifpofition attacking a phyfician, fo as to prevent 
his regular and habitual vifits. 

7. Patients are fometimes loft in curable difeafes* by fraud 
and uncertainty in the compofitjon and dofes of medicines, by 
which means tney produce greater or lefs effefts than were in- 
tended. 

8. The preferiptions of phyficians written in a carelefs and 
illegible hand, have fometimes produced miftakes in the exhibi- 
tion of medicines, which have been the means of deftroying 
life in difeafes that had no tendency to death. Verbal preferip- 
tions have occafionahy been followed by the fame unfortunate 
ifiue, 

II. Caufes of death , which originate with ftch people . 

1. Ignorance . Medicine has, unhappily for mankind, been 
made to much of a myftery, that few patients are judges of 
the talents or qualifications of phyficians ; hence the bold and 
artful are often preferred to the modeft and fkilful. 

2. Prejudice in patients in the choice of phyficians ; this prej- 
udice is either of a religious or political nature. The former 
leads men to prefer phyficians of their own feft, the latter of 
their own party, without any regard to talents or knowledge. 

3. Fajhion has a powerful influence in determining fick peo- 
ple in the choice of a phyfician, and as the leaders in it are 
generally as ignorant as thofe who follow them, of the true char- 
after of phyficians, men are preferred who add by their igno- 
rance to the mortality of curable difeafes. 

' 4. Many patients die of curable difeafes by neglefting to ap- 

ply in due time for medical aid. Cancers and eonfumptiens have 
been called incurable difeafes. This is far from being true. 
If the tumors which nearly precede all cancers were extirpated 
immediately after they were difeovered, and if the premonitory 
fymptoms of confumption were met by proper remedies, we 
mould feldom hear of perfons dying of either of thofe difeafes. 

5. NegleEt in patients to comply with the preferiptions of 

their phyficians. We fometimes difeover, after the death of our 

* 


digitized by Google 



MEDICAL* 


18 * 7 .] 


825 


patients, medicines that would probably have faved them, upoa 
a mantle-piece, or in the drawer of a dreffing-table. Patients 
who recover, fometimes humoroufly infult their phyficians, by 
telling them of the improper and even proftituted ufe to which 
they have applied their medicines. Sir Richard Nafh was once 
afked by his phyfician if he had followed his prefeription. “ If 
I had,” faid Sir Richard, “ I (hould certainly have broken my 
neck, for I threw it out of my window.” 

6. The negle£fc of patients to make ufe of the remedies of 
their phyficians, at the time and in the manner preferibed ; but 
not only by negle£ting to ufe remedies at the time y but by ufing 
them in a different manner , are frequent caufes of death in cura- 
ble difeafes. 

7. The indulgence of the appetite by fick people for food and 
drinks improper from their quality or quantity. 

8. Fear has often rendered difeafes fatal. 

9. A dread of the expenfes of medical fervices has fometimes, 
by preventing an application to a phyfician, occafioned death 
from difeafes that might have been cured by a fingle dofe of 
phyficV 

10. A peculiar irritability of temper has fometimes induced 
death in difeafes which, under other circumftances, might have 
been cured. A Britilh officer died of a fudden paroxyfm of 
anger in the yellow fever, beSaufe his nurfe refufed to indulge 
him in plentiful draughts of wine and porter. 

1 1. Improper applications to bufinefs or ftudy, and riding 
•ut prematurely have in many inftances converted a curable 
difeafe into a mortal difeafe. Dr. Campbel of Kendal, fays 
he once loft a patient after the crifis of a fever by fitting up a few 
minutes in his bed to anfwer a letter. I have known two in- 
ftances of death from the impatience of fick people to enjoy the 
benefits of exercife and country air. 

12. An excefs of delicacy by difpofing patients to conceal the 
nature and feats of their difeafes, is fometimes the caufe of their 
mortality. 

13. Love, debt and guilt, which are feldom acknowledged by 
fick people, frequently united with difeafes of a mild nature, 
render them incurable. 

14. Habits of fecret drinking. 

III. Caufes of death which arife from the conduSl of the attendants 
and vifitors of the fick. 

1. I (hall firit mention the fatal effefts of confutations between 
phyficians of oppofite medical principles. Confultations leflen 
refponfibility, and by blending render inert or hurtful, modes of 
practice, which, if purfued feparately, might have been fucceflr- 
ful * for it is a fa£t that there are not only different modes of 
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curing the fame difeafe, but the fame difeafe may be cured by 
eppo/lte medicines. Next I (hall mention the conduft of nurfes 
as a frequent caufe^of the fatal ifliie of difeafes. Far be it from 
me to blame indiferiminately this clafs of people. Many of 
them deferve praife for their humanity, and fome for their (kill 
in the management of the fick ; but melancholy experience has 
taught us that death is often the effeft of negligence, ignorance, 
and wickednefs, which they difeover in the following ways : 

(i.) They negle£l to give fick people medicines, drinks, and 
diet, at the time ind in the manner in which they are pre- 
ferred. Further, nurfes often neglett to change the body and 
bed linen of the fick. They keep them too Hot or too cold, or 
they give them too little or too much air. 

(2.) Nurfes ^frequently affift difeafes in deftroying life, by 
their ignorance. , 

(3.) Nurfes render curable difeafes mortal by robbing fick people 
of thofe drinks and aliments that are prescribed for them. This 
▼ice is the parent of greater evils than either negligence or igno- 
rance ; for when drinks, which are frequently of a fpirituous 
nature, are taken by nurfes, the ftupidity or intoxication which 
is produced by them, leads them to treat fick people with 
cruelty, and thus to give a mortal ifftre to a fimple difeafe. 

(4.) Nurfes often defift from givinig medicines in the mod 
critical ftages of difeafes, from defpair of their doing any gefbd, 
or from the fear of exciting unneceffary pain, in what they fup- 
pofe to be the laft moments of their lives. 

2. Of the vifitors of fick people who contribute to render 
curable difeafes fatal, I fhall firft mention phyficians who are 
not fent for, and who obtrude their vifits as friends. It will 
be impoflible for patients to avoid afking them questions, and 
it will be difficult for them to anfwer them in fuch a manner as 
not to interfere with, or defeat the plans of cure of the attend- 
ing phyfician. 

Vifitors of another kind drawn from the neighbourhood, or 
circle of confanguinity, help to render fimple difeafes mortal, by 
their loud or long converfation, by their tales of ficknefs and 
death from fimilar difeafes, by urging them prematurely or in- 
delicately to fettle their affairs, by fapping the confidence of fick 
people in their phyfician, by advifing heterogeneous confuta- 
tions, by diffuading them from the ufe of painful or difagreea- 
ble remedies, or by perfuading them to make ufe of fuch as are 
pleafant but feeble, and which they fay have been cffe&ual in 
i uppofed fimilar cafes. 
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DR. ADAMS, / 

If you think the following “ Extract ” may contribute in any 
,meafure to the furtherance of the objefts contemplated byyour 
periodical publication, you will gratify one, at lead, of your 
fubfcribers by introducing it* 

MaJfachufetUy Augujl) 1807. Passamaquaddy. 

# * 

Exirofi from a Manufcript Oration , read before an AJfociation of 
PhficianSy infituted in one of the Counties in this Commonwealth 
a few years fince> for the Improvement of Medical Knowledge % 
“ On the OhjeEls of the AJfociation .” 

“ With a view to enlarge our knowledge of the nature of dif- 
eafes, we ought to open dead bodies as often as it may be con- 
venient. Dr. RuCh recommends to his pupils to improve fuch 
opportunities as often as poffible Cf without doing violence to the 
feelings of ” their “ patients, or the prejudices of the common 
people.” We know that the mod rational method of treating 
difeafe6 is founded on a knowledge of their feats and proximate 
caufes ; and it has been long confeflid that the extifpicy,* or 
hidory of the phenomena difcovered on opening bodies, dead 
from previous difeafe, is of the lad confequence in acquiring that 
knowledge. Dr. William Rowley, in his learned treatife on 
11 Nervous difeafes,” has, perhaps, given the world the bed 
hidory of the extifpicy of difeafes that can at prefent be found, 
and places in a clear point of view the vad importance of that 
branch of cur inquiries. It is to be hoped, my friends, that 
fuperditious veneration) for the relics of the dead will ere long 
be done away, and that phyficians will he permitted unrefervedly 
to explore an avenue fo highly important towards the invediga- 
tion of the nature of difeafes.” 


Important Hint . 

For the cure of a vitiated palate, we cannot fugged a better 
remedy than temperance and occaGonal abjlinence . 

Dr. Willich . 

* Every well-read phyfician will recoiled that I am not original in the ufe of 
the word extifpicy ; therefore, it is believed that no apology is neceflary for in- 
Voducing it in this place. 
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i 

Obfervations on the beji Method of rejloring worn-out foils f 
without Manure. 

The firft thing neceffary on fuch lands, is immediately' 
after harveft, to turn them up with the plough as deep as pofCble. 
In order to do this effedually, it will fomttimes be needful that 
a fecond plough fliould follow the firft in the fame furrow ; 
which Will throw the mould over, and bury the ftubble and 
weeds. In this cafe there will be a new foil uppermoft, which, 
being frefh to the air, will receive much greater and more laft- 
ing benefit from the fun, the rain, and the frofts, than it other- 
wife could do ; as thereby it will attrad a greater quantity of 
the nutrition, which thefe afford. The ftubble and weeds being 
by this method of ploughing buried deep, will much fooner rot, 
than when juft covered. In this ftate the ridges will lie high ; 
and if the land be wet ; or of the brick-earth kind, they will be 
full of clods or large lumps. 

No time (hould now be loft by delaying to render this newly 
turned up foil as fine as harrowing can make it. I know that, 
in this particular, my judgment will be called in queftion by 
numbers. Common farmers will fay, “To what purpofe is all 
this expenfe and labour, when, if the land be fuffered to lie in 
its rough ftate through the winter, the froft and the rains will 
do the work for you — But this is the language of the indo- 
lent and inexperienced hufbandman only. 

I am convinced, by repeated experiments, clofe obfervation, 
and plain reafoning on known fads, that lands which are made 
fine before the (harp froft and winter rains come on, will re- 
ceive a much greater fhare of their influence than any other. 
If the land be left in a rough ftate, there is feldom time for the 
rams and froft to affed more than the outfide of the large clods 
or lumps : the outfide will indeed be pulverized ; but the mid- 
dle of the lumps, wherever they are large, will be found nearly 
in the fame hard ftiff ftate, as when turned up by the plough. 
Hence it muft appear to every one, that in this cafe, the benefit 
of air, winter rains, and frofts on lands thus left, is partial ; 
and the confequence is, that harrowing it in the fpring, when 
thefe are over, is too late for its receiving the benefit which 
would otherwise have accrued from them ; and the power of 
vegetation is not fo vigorous. , 

But to make winter fallows as fine as they can be in autumn, 
and then ridge them up in that pulverized ftate, is ading in a 
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manner the moft conformable to nature. The greateft poffible 
quantity of furface is, by this means, expofed to the atmofphere ; 
and the land is left in a ftate in which the rains and the froft are 
moft eafily admitted. They will then penetrate and enrich the 
whole mafs to a greater depth. 

If the froft penetrates a quantity of earth, formed into a large 
hard clod, partially, on account of its bulk and hardnefs (which 
is always found to be the cafe) it is evident that the fame clod, 
broken into four parts, would be thereby penetrated four times 
as much ; or, in other words, four times the quantity of earth 
would be afFe£ted by it, and, on a thaw, be pulverized. For 
we find that, after the breaking up of a fevere firoft, all the final! 
clods crumble ealily into powder; while the larger ones are 
only made fmaller, by the crumbling of their furface to a cer- 
tain depth. 

By this deep ploughing, which I have recommended, the 
worn-out foil being turned in, the fecond ftratum, Or frefh earth, 
is now uppermoft ; and having been made as fine as it can be 
in autumn, and thus expofed to the air, the rain, and froft ; * 
during winter, and cleanfed of its impurities it becomes a frefh 
fertilized earth, in the beft poffible ftate for vigorous vegetation. 

^any farmers will probably objeft to this method, on ac- 
count of its being atteuded with a little extra expenfe. But 
I with them to confider, firft, that this expenfe is more in ap- 
pearance than reality ; for lefs labour is requifite in the fpring 
— and fecondly, that it will be amply repaid by the goodnefs of 
fucceeding crops. 

About feven years Gnce, I made a comparative experiment of 
this kind on a field of ten acres, the foil of which was as equal 
as poffible in goodnefs. The one half of this field I left, after 
ploughing, in its rough ftate, the furface being covered with 
large hard clods, the other half I made as fine as poffible, by 
harrowing with ox-harrows, and beating in pieces the harden 
and largeft clods, which the harrow would not break. 

In the fpring, the part which I had harrowed, was, without 
any additional labour, much finer than I could render the other 
(which was left in its rough ftate) by repeated harrowing ; for 
the rain and the froft having not penetrated the middle of the 
large clods, they had received no benefit from either, and were 
as hard as bricks, being only lefiened in fize. 

I fowed the whole field with barley the laft week in April, 
and threw nine pounds of broad clover in with it. On reaping 
it, I kept the crops feparate ; the part left rough produced twenty- 
four bufhels per acre ; the other thirty-one ; the latter by much 
the finer fample. T N he crop of clover next year was equally in 
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favour of the method I recommend, being heavier by neat 
half a ton per acre. 

The extra expenfe, on this part, was only about eight (hil- 
lings per acre ; the extra produce yielded an extra profit of more 
than twenty (hillings per acre. 


Dir $3 ions for the culture of the curr&nt-bujh. 

The currant-bufh, though a fhrub that grows almoft fponta- 
neoufly, requires neverthelefs fome dreffing ; in regard to which 
the following dire&ions may be of fervice. 

Plant them round the quarters in your garden, that they may 
have the benefit of the dung and culture annually beftpwed 
thereon, which will confequendy make the berries large and the 
juice rich. 

The red currant is preferable to the the white, as yielding 
richer juice, and in much greater quantity. 

Take the moft luxuriant flips or {hoots of a year’s growth, fet 
them in the ground about eight inches deep, and not lefs than 
twenty four diftant from each other •, thefe never fail of taking 
root, and generally begin to bear in two years. For the reff, 
let them from time to time, be treated as efpaliers (but not 
again ft a wall) obferving to keep the roots, efpecially in the fpring 
of the year, free from fuckers and grafs. 

This treatment is the more Heceflary, as the goodnefs of the 
wine in a great degree depends on thoir having the full benefit 
of the fun and air, to maturate and give the berries a proper bal- 
famic quality, by exhaling a due proportion of their acid watry 
particles. 

Receipt for making currant •wine. 

Gather your currants when full ripe, which will commonly 
be about the midde of July ; break them well in a tub or vat, 
(fome have a mill conftrufted for the purpofe, confiding of a 
hopper, fixed upon two lignum vitae rollers) prefs and meafure 
your juice, add two-thirds water, and to each gallon of that mix- 
ture (i. e. juice and water) put three pounds of mufeovado fugar 
(the cleaner and drier the better ; very coarfe fugar, firft clarifi- 
ed, will do equally well) ftir it well, till the fugar is quite 
diffolved, and then tun it up. If you can poflibly prevent it, 
let not your juice ftand over night, as it fhouid not ferment be- 
fore mixture. 

Obferve, that your cafks be fweet and clean, and fuch as never 
have had either beer or cyder in them, and, if new, let them 
be firft weH feafoned. 
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Do not fill your calks too full, other wife they will work out 
at the bung, which is by no means good for the wine ; rather 
make a proportionable quantity over and above, that after draw- 
ing off the wine, you may have fufficienty to fill up the calks. 

Lay the bung lightly on the hole, to prevent the flies, &c. from 
creeping in. In three weeks or a month after making, the 
bungJiole may be Hopped up, leaving only the vent-hole open 
tiH it has fully done working, which generally is about the latter 
end of Oftober. It may then be racked off into other clean calks, 
if you pleafe ; but experience feems to favour the letting the wine 
Hand on the lees till fpring, as it thereby attains a ftrongcr 
body, and is by that means in a great meafure diverted of that 
fweet, lufeious tafte, peculiar to made wine : nay, if it is not 
wanted for prefent confumption, it may, without any damage, 
Hand two years on the lees. 

When you draw off the wine, bore a hole, an inch, at leaft, 
above the tap-hole, a little to the fide of it, that it may run 
clear off the lees. The lees may either be diftilled, which will 
yield a fine fpirit, or filtered through a Hippocrates’s fleeve, and 
returned again itito the calk. Some put in the fpirit, but I 
think it not advifable. 

. Do not fuffer yourielf to be prevailed on to add more than 
one- third of juice, as above prescribed, in hopes the wine may 
be richer, for that would render it infallibly hard and unpleafant $ 
nor yet a greater proportion of fugar, as it would certairily de- 
prive it of its pure vinous tafte. " 

By this management you may have wine, letting it have a 
proper age, equal to Madeira, at lead fuperior to moft wines 
commonly imported, and for much lefs money. 

In regard to the quantity of wine intended to be made, take 
this example, remembering that twelve pounds of fugar arc 
equal to a gallon of liquid : for inftance, fuppofe you intend to 
make thirty gallons only, then there mull be, 

8 gallons of juice, 
id of water, 

24 gallons of mixture, I 12) 72 lb of fugar, 

6 galls, produced by fugar, | equal to 6 gallons of liquid*. 

30 gallons. 

And fo proportionably for any quantity you pleafe to make. 

The common cyder-preffes if, thoroughly clean, will do well 
in making large qutntities ; the (mail hand- fere w prefs is moft 
convenient for fuch as make lefs. 

N. B. An extraordinary good fpirit, for medicinal and other 
nfes, may be diftilled from currant-juice, by adding a quart of 
aiolaffes to a gallon of juice to give it a proper fermentation. 


24 galls, of mixture* 
multiplied by 3 
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There arc more eftates made by economy than by large in** 
comes. The latter every one cannot enjoy, but to be prudent 
and not to fuffer wafte, is in the power of all. One cent on 
a fingle meal of viftuals, may be thought unworthy of notice 
and hardly worth the care of faving ; yet, when the fum of a 
year’s meals is calculated for a perfon, a family, and a nation, 
ft becomes (hiking and important. A cpnt a meal, amounts 
to three cents a day. 

‘Dolls. 

One perfon, at three cents a day, fares in a year 1 1 

One family of five perfons 55 

A nation of five millions of people 55,000,000 

The cent thus fared by the good houfe-wife, on every plenti- 
ful meal of the wholefomejl food would be fufficient for maintain- 
ing the mod defperate war by the freemen of America,* in de- 
fence of thrir country, againft the wiles and the violences of the 
great enlightened world. 


Advantages of Carrots in fattening Oxen , &V. 

Nothing can exceed this root for fattening oxen ; but they 
fhould have fome fweet hay to eat with it, and they will thrive 
much better on it if they are (tailed. It nourilhes them much, 
and foon makes them fit for the butcher. Some oxen will not 
take to eating them kindly at firft. For thofe they (hould for a 
time be parboiled ; but they mud every day be lefs and left 
boiled, till they come to eat them quite raw, which in a little 
while the niceft will do. I alfo find carrots excellent for in- 
creafing the milk of cows. 

Hogs are very fond of carrots, and they make them thrive 
apace ; but they (hould always be given to them boiled, as they 
will with great difficulty be induced to eat a fufficient quantity 
of them raw. It will be proper, however, to gfve them before 
they are killed, either a few buffiels of barley meal, or fome 
grey peas, boiled, or fome corn, which will complete their fat- 
tening to admiration. 

There is not a better and more heartening food for horfes 
than carrots, if given them with difcretion. They need have 
no corn, and much lefs hay than they would otherwife eat. I 
have all my life heard it faid, that carrots were exceeding good v 
to make horfes long-winded 5 and fome jockies will, I have been 
informed, feed a broken-winded horfe fome little time with 
carrots before they fell him, when he may be very well paffed 
off for a horfe that is only a little' thick winded. 

A horfe-dealer in my neighbourhod, when he buys a poor, 
half-ftarved bead, if he has youth on his fide, always fats him 
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up with carrots before he takes him to market ; and this practice 
he finds anfwers very well, as the horfe is fooncr got into flefh 
with carrots than any other food ; and they are befides whole- 
forac, breeding in him no foul humours. 

All the danger feems to be to the purchafer, who, if he im- 
prudently put the horfe to too hard work, is in a manner fure 
to break either his wind or his heart \ for as the horfe was very 
fuddenly got into flefh, his ftrength is not proportioned to his 
bulk, till he has been kept fome time on dry meal. 

That a horfe thus fed (hould not be immediately fit for any 
bard labour, mud not be ufed as an argument againft carrots 
being a proper food for horfes. It mud be confidered, that this 
man takes a half darved horfe, and gives him at once his fill of 
a nourishing food \ in fad):, too nourifhing, as it fills him with 
flefh fader than he can have time to gather drength. # 


MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 


Refult of Meteorological and other Obfervationsy for Augufty 1807 ; 
made at Deerfieldy IV arwick , P or tf mouthy Srnit h field y ( R . I.J 
Hartfordy ( Conn. J and Bojlon. 


Augufi , 1807. 

*>?: 

* 

I* 

* 

•q/UOUlll/J /O | 

nx 9 tpitv IV 

Greaiefi heat 
in the month . 

Leaft heat in 
the month. 

Prevailing 
winds . 

Marriages . 
Births . 

5 

Deerfield 

62* 

79 i 

75 § 

i 5 >' 7 , 3 '» 88 ° 

H 53 ° 

S. 




Warwick 

6oi 

80 

70 

a, 18.31, 86 

24 4 «‘> 

S. W. 



4 

t 

Portfmouth 

67 

7 64 


10,18,31, 84] 

4 5 M 

S. 




Smithfibld 

634 

7 . 5 * 

1% 

10 83 

24, 26 52 

s. w. 




Hartford 

63 i 

8oj 

72 

31 88 

24 50 

s. & s. w. 




Bofton 

634 

744 

694 

10 88 j 

2 4 62 

b. w. 





WEATHER. 


\Jl day, fair. 

2 — Sund. clouds and fundi, alternately. 

3 — cloudy, fome fhowers. New Moon . 

4 — rain. 

5 fair, brifk winds and flying 
o > clouds ; at Portfmouth on the 
7) 7th a very heavy thunder fhower. 
©—-fair, fhower at night. 

9 — Sund. fair. 

10 — fair, ihow. at night. Firfi quar . 

11— rcloudy. • 

12 — pleafant. 

13 — overcaft, rain at night. 

14 — cloudy, rain at night. 

15 — rain forenoon, fair afternoon. 

Quantity of water fallen in 


16) Sund, ' 

17 f fair, 

18 r fome Full Moon* 

19) clouds. 

20 ) 

2t> rainy. 

22 S 

23 j Sund, 

24 I fair 

25 y and 

26 I pleafant. 

27J 

28— cloudy, rain. 

29 ) f°£Ky mornings, 

30 > Sana, then 
31 ) pleafant. 

rain, Warwick , 7.45 inches. 

Smit Afield , 8.55 inches. 
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Warwick, Augufl 31, 1 5® 7. 

This month has been warm and wet, the wind foutherly, and 
the air very difagreeable. Grain has been confiderably damaged 
by the wet weather. The farmers are but juft finifhing their 
Englifh hay. The meadows are covered with water, and no 
hay of confcquence has been got from them. 

State of health . A confiderable number of cafes of fever have 
occurred \ fome of which run immediately into the putrid and 
nervous ftate. W. C. 


Smithfield , Augufl 31, 1807. 

This month has been warn and very wet. Rivers and fprings 
ire high for the feafon. There have been but few days of clear, 
elaftic, agreeable ah*, during the month. The atmofphere has 
been loaded with exhalations, which its denfity has fcarcely been 
fufficient to bear up to the region of clouds. This rarity has 
occafioned general complaints of a difagreeable relaxing clofe- 
nefs in the air. Indian corn is backward •, and it is believed 
that the cool nights of the 24th, 25th, and 26th, have confider- 
ably injured the crop. Vegetation has been rapid during the 
month. 

State of health more unfavorable. The influenza is very 
prevalent, and fome cafes of fever. 

4t When o’er this world, by equipo&ial rains 
Flooded immenfe, looks Out the joylefs fun, 

And draws the copies fleam from fwampy fens, 

In vapours rank and blue corruption wrapt, 

- then, wafteful, forth 

Walks the dire power of peflilent difeafe,” 

A §mithfielp Subscriber. 


Hartford , Augufl 31, 1807.^ 

Much cloudy, wet weather. Early fruit plenty, but not fo 
good as in other years, Influenza very rife* in fome inftances, 
fatal. 


Deerfield,* Augufl 3, 1807, 

A very wet month and healthy except at the clofe when the 
influenza begamto pfeVail. Crops of grafs extraordinary good. 

* Month very wet. Englifh grain fome blafled, except early fowing. 
In fome inftances the flies did confiderable damage to the wheat, but not fo much 
as was generally expefted. Month very healthy. Sunday the 19th a remarka- 
ble baii-ftorm attended with rain, lightning and thunder paned over feveral towns 
weft of Deerfield ; which m fome places entirely deftroyed the crops. A gen- 
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Indian corn rather fmall. A correfponctent at Cincinnati, State 
of Ohio, has furniflied me with the following thermometrical 
obfervations made at that place by Jared Mans? eld Efq. Sur- 
veyor-General. The obfervations were taken from two to three 
©’clock P. M. The meen of each month is as follows : 

1807, January, 35 £ ; February, 36 ; March, 42J ; April, 59 ; 
May, 70I; June, 82; July, 88|. Loweft defcent, 11 below 
zero ; higheft, 94 above. This laft was the ninth of June, 
when the thermometer flood in this town at 92. Cincinnati is 
fituated on the north bank of the Ohio River, according to El- 
licptt, lat. 39 0 5' 54", 


News, Medical, Agricultural, &c. 

One of the moil univerfally prevailing epidemics yet known, 
a fpecies of influenza, has lately vifited this country. It feems 
to have appeared firft to the fouthward, as early as the month 
of July, and its courfe has been that of the Atlantic States, ta 
the north-eaft. The mod ufual tymptoms have / been, pain in 
the head, fometimes confined almoft wholly to one fide, and 
affecting particularly the ear or the eye of that fide; pain in the 
breaft, back, and limbs ; forenefs of the throat and ftomach ; 
cough, this however in many instances has been very flight ; 
naufea or ficknefs, accompanied with chills, thirft, increafed 
pulfe, and fever. A fpecies of ophthalmia, or inflammation of 
the eyes* which attacked very fuddenly, has been fomewhat 
prevalent at the fame time. Notwithftanding the general prev- 
alence of this epidemic, it has not often been attended with 
very fevere or dangeruos fymptoms ; a large proportion of thofe 
who have fuffered from it not having been confined to their beds 
or room. 

Confiderable attention feems to have been excited in fome of 
the fouthern States, to improving the breed of (heep. Two very 
beautiful flieep have lately arrived at Arlington, from Smith’s 
Ifland, perfectly wild. This ifland is fituated at the mouth of 
Cape Fear River, in North Carolina. A fpscimen of the wool 
of thefe native (heep was exhibited in Augufl laft, before the 
agricultural fbciety of Pennfylvania, convened in the city of 
Philadelphia. Ic is faid nearly to refemble the famous Spanilh 

tleman from Conway informed me that hail-flones were found as large a$ com- 
mon hen’s eggs ; thefe were of an irregular form. Four or five days afier the 
ftorm large malfes of ice were found on ihe ground whence the. hail rolled 
from hills againft fences, &c. Have we a fhtisfaftory explanation ol the loim- 
atior* of fuch large hail-ftones in the atmofphere ? 


t 
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wool, excepting that the animals will yield nearly three times 
as great a quantity \ is nearly the length of the Englilh combing 
wool, and exhibits beyond contradi&ion the congeniality of the 
climate with the perte&ion of that valuable ftaple of manu- 
facture. This illand is improved as a pafture for (heep. They 
are (horn twice a year. After (hearing they are fet at liberty. 
The extent of the ifland is fuch, that many are never taken, and 
live to a great age. 

The weight of eight choice ewe lambs, at the (heep (hearing 
/at Mount Airy, in North Carolina, was as follows : — 


No. 1 

Weight of the fleece. 

Length of wool 
6 inches. 

2 

7 1 

9 

3 

Si 

8 

4 

H 

10 

5 

li 

8 

6 

7 

8 

7 


9 

8 

n 

10 


Crofs weight of lamb No. 8, after (hearing, 93ft. 

There has lately been erefted in the city of Philadelphia, a 
factort, containing two looms, in the larged of which cloth is 
made feven yards wide. Such is the fuperiority of its machinery, 
that one man alone is able to make from thirty-five to forty- two 
fquare yards per day. It is faid, that in Europe, two men at 
lead are employed in making cloth of this width, who together 
feldom produce more than eighteen yards per day. 

The obje£t of the fa&ory is that of making the patent floor 
cloths or fummer carpets, fimilar with thofe of Hare's patent, 
hitherto always imported ; for the perfe&ion of which, it is bed 
there (hould be no (earn \ it is therefore neceflary to weave of 
this extraordinary width. 


N. B. Our v agricultural friends and correfpondents, as they come to be more 
at leifure, are particularly folicited for the favour of their communications. 
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MEDICAL. 


DR. ADAMS, \ 

By giving the following a place, you will oblige a friend to 
medical improvement. 

For the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

New Treatment of the Yellow Fever • 

It has been faid, and I think truly, that no mode of 
treating the yellow feyer has been devifed in the United States, 
which has been fo fucceTsful as *to folve the doubts of phy- 
ficians in favour of any one plan of cure, or to unite the public 
confidence in its fupport. While this is the cafe, whatever 
promifes to be ufeful has an unequivocal claim to be fairly 
tried by the American phyficians. 

Confidering the prefent ftate cvf medicine in this point of 
view, with regard to the difeafe in queftion, it is the objeft of 
this paper to excite fo me. attention, to two means, both as pre- 
venting and curing the yellow fever and other fimilar diforders, 
which come firom Europe recommended by the molt authentic 
teftiraonies in proof of their efjciency. Neither of thefe meth- 
ods, fo far as I can learn, has had any thing like a full or ade- 
quate trial in this country. I allude to the acid fumigations 
of Guyton Morveau, of France, and the cold affuGon and other 
modes of ufing water, as applied and explained oy the late Dr. 
Currie, of Liverpool. Of the latter means as a fuccefsful meth- 
od of combating the M American peftilence,” 1 Ihall fay no- 
thing more, as the “ Medical Reports” of this highly and juftly 
efteemed author are confiderably diffufed, except to expreis pav 
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furprifc and regret that they have been fo generally negledted, 
and particularly fo by our Reviewers, apd Editors of Periodical 
Publications. 

Guyton Morveap began his fumigating pra&ice at t)ijon> in 
1773, where he fucceeded in checking an infedt io us ' fever, 
which was occasioned by the effluvia from the dead bodies juft 
removed froir* the vaults of the cathedral church. Another 
opportunity for trying thefe acid vapours occurred foon after 
in the faipe place. The atmofphere in the jail of £>ijon became 
fo corrupted, tftat a malignant jail fever broke opt among tho 
prifoners, by which many of them were carried off ; but the 
apartments being fpmigated with muriatic acid gas, for one day 
only, the atmofphere w^s fp much purified, that a young fur- 
geon flept the whole night in one of the mod infedted rooms, 
without experiencing the lead Harm. Similar fumigation^ 
were likewife found of great efficacy in a diftemper of the 
horned cattle, which ip thp year 1774 raged in the fouth of 
France. 

Since this period, the utility of thefe fumigating precede^ 
lias been recognized, their ufe every where diredted, and the 
inventor of them rewarded by the French Government. Ip 
the year 1805, the third edition of Morveau’s w Treatife on the 
means of difinfedting the air, of preventing contagion, and of 
arrefting its progTefs,” appeared in Paris, jn one volume; 
odtavo. 


From a body of mod refpedtable and authentic communica- 
tions and tedimonies exhibited in this work, it appears that'thet 
acid fumigations have now been fully tried in almod every 
country of Europe, and in fome parts of the Wed-Indies, wtth 
v [uccefsy in all thfe ftates of malignant fever, from the typhoid 
grade, to the ye|low fever of America. 

This fconrge of our country fird appeared in France in the 
year 1 802, at Marfeilles on board an American fh ip } this fever 
appeared again in the lazaretto of the fame place, in Odtober, 
1 804, with characters of contagion dill more alarming. « Many 
observations made op thofe who were Seized with the yellow- 
fever in the lazaretto of ]jdarfeilles, confirm, in the cleared 
manner the power of the muriatic acid fumigations, according 
to the Guy tohian method. Every veffel coming from Spain 
or Etruria, on which the yellow fever was in a date of activ- 
ity, has been completely difinfedted. The fame method ha* 
invariably preferved the guards who have had charge of the 
jftek, with the exception of thofe who came on board before; 
any precaution was taken.” ' ' * 
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Directions bow to make ufe of the Acid Vapvuru 

“The proceffes for corre&ing bad air, for deftroying conta- 
gious miafmata, and for guarding the body againft their impref- 
fion, are founded on the fame principles i but the choice of 
agents, the dofes and manipulations ought to vary according 
to circumftafices, and the objeCf to be attained. I^argc fumi- 
gations in open veffds are indifpenfablje where places not in- 
liabited, or thofe evacuated only for a fhort time, are to be 
purified ; fuch for example, as the rooms of lazarettoes, in- 
firmaries, hofpital wards, prifons, veflels, ftables, Sc c. In a 
word, iti all places where it is propofed to effeft a complete 
purification in a few hours, and where the intenfity and dura- 
tion of the fumigations need not be retrained by any confid- 
eration, and where more is to be apprehended by doing tc*o 
little than too much. 

Where the intention is merely to fupport the falubrity of the 
air, in the chamber of a fick perfon, to quicken the vital energy 
by a light ftimulant, to dellroy the fetid fmell of deje&ions, 
to fecure *he attendants againft all deleterious impreffion, thefe 
effects may be produced by opening two or three times every 
day a permanent apparatus, or a (SUfinfettmg flagon, if the 
apartment is not large/’ 

The materials neceflary for the produdtion of the oxigenated- 
qcid gas are, common fait, the black oxide of manganefe pul- 
verized and paffed through a hair fieve, and the fulphuric acid* 
“ The proportion for their refpeftive faturation, aqd cqnfe- 
quently for the greatefl production pf gas, are— 

Of common fait ( - 5 parts by weighf* 

Oxide of manganefe \ ' 

Sulphuric acid 4 

To determine the quantities, take, for example, a room of 
40 feet by 195 for this apartment would be neceflary — 

■ Of fait - 10 ounces. 

Of manganefe 2 
Of the acid 8 

"The fah and manganefe being mixed without trituration, aru 
to be put into a yefiel of glafs or bard pottery. The veflef 
being placed in the middle of the room, the acid (hould be 
poured on all at one time, in a fmooth uninterrupted llream, 
and the operator withdfa>y to ayoid any inconvenience from 
the afeending vapour. 

After this the doors and windows are to be kept ihut for 
{even or eight hours, when the external air is to be admitted. 
The apartment may now be entered without the l?ait iuccny 
^renience.” 

* l 
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The manner of fumigating extenfively, by means of the 
common muriatic acid, without the manganefe is the fame, the 
proportion of the ingredients being the fame as above, their 
, quantities are to be determined by the extent of the place to be 
difinfe£ted. , 

. . In the apartments of the fick the fumigations ought to be 
fufficiently ftrong to purify the air, without being fo powerful 
as to incommode them or their afliftants. A very advantageous 
method of equally diffufmg the falutary gas, without the lead 
inconvenience to the affiftants, is that introduced by Dr. Chauf- 
fier into feveral great hofpitals in France. It confifts in carry- 
ing the veffel containing the fait fimply, or the fait and man- 
ganefe, and pouring on it a few drops of the fujphuric acid, to 
be repeated only when the vapours begin to ceafe. An affiftant 
holds in one hand a kind of (helf on which is* placed the cup, 
and in the other the flagon of acid, and thus at will moderates 
or augments the effect intended. Similar fumigations are alfo 
made with the nitric acid. 

Thefe fumigating proceifes are conduced equally well with 
or without heat. 

Of all thefe different gafes, that of the oxigenated muriatic 
acid is the moft prompt and powerful antifeptic. The old fu- 
migations with aromatic and other fubftances, as woods, herbs, 
tar, refins, &c. poffeffed no power to corredt the infection of 
putrid air, they only feemed to do fo by weakening the percep- 
tion pf its fmell. All this was worfe than doing nothing, be- 
caufe it lefiened the fenfe of danger, while its reality exifted in 
full force. 

Thefe acid vapours, on the contrary, refult from the improved 
chemiftry of the prefent day j and it is their prerogative, a6 
now. proved by numberlefs trials, to neutralize and radically de- 
ftroy atmofpheric contagion. This is done by a decompofition 
of the infedtious atmofphere, and by the formation of new 
compounds. 

One of the former editions of Morveau’s Treatife has been 
tranflated by a Dr. Hall of England, which is now in the' 
Boylfton Medical Library at Cambridge. 


Tor the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

WHEN any one in a neighborhood falls fick, he is fure to 
have many advifers. One recommends this thing ; another 
that thing ; and a third, a different thing {till ; and all with the 
moft confident affurances of their happy effedt. And why ? 
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becaufe, forfooth, they have feen thefe things ufed in exaflly 
(imilar cafes (as they fuppofe) with the mod complete fuccefs. 
Weak minded people ! unwelcome intruders upon the fick ! 
And. do you know the cafe of your fick neighbor, foi whom 
the do&or, perhaps, prefcribes bloodletting and calomel, is ex-' 
aftly fimilar to the one you faw a twelve-month fince, who 
took a dofe of herb tea on going to bed, and the next morning , 
got up well ? Are you acquainted with all the meanderings of / 
the blood ? Do yon know the fprings and the powers of human 
life ? The nature of difeafes, and how the fyftem under various 
and different circumftances becomes affe&ed by them ? If not, 
how is it that you come to decide fo pofitively on two differ- 
ent (Ufes, although appearing to be the fame, yet that they are 
exactly fimilar and to be cured by the fame remedy ? As in- 
ftances of the mifehief which may and often is done by the too 
precipitate ufe of the fame medicine in fimilar diforders, I beg 
you would attend to the following fatts. 

" A perfon violently troubled with the colic took a glafs of 
juniper fpirits, commonly called^ Hollands, from which he re# 
ceived fome temporary relief, as the indifpofition proceeded 
from flatulency. Another perfon, who found himfelf attacked 
with fimilar pains, was induced by the example of his friend, to 
try the fame expedient ; he took it without hefitation, and died 
in a few hours. Nor is it furprifing that the effefls of the cor- 
dial were fatal in this cafe, as the colic was owing to an inflam- 
mation in the inteflines. — A third perfon was afflitted with a 
colic, arifing from poifonous mufhrooms, which he had inad- 
vertently fwallowed ; the immediate adminiftration of an emetr 
ic, and after it fome diluted vegetable acid, reftored him to 
health.— -A fourth perfon had an attack of this malady, from 
Jki encyjled hernia^ or inward rupture. An, emetic, which re- 
lieved the former patient, neceffarily proved fatal to the latter ; 
for it burft the bag of cnclofed matter, poured the contents into 
the cavities of the abdomen, and thus fpeedily terminated his 
exiftence.” 

So much for miftakes in the nature and caufe of the com- 
plaint. From fuch inftances let all thofe, who have not made 
medicine their ftudy, regularly, be cautious what they advife to 
the fick ; and efpecially where there is a regular attendant phy- 
fician, never to interfere with the mode of treatment by him 
prescribed ; left, pufhing their ignorance between the life of 
the patient and every chance of his recovery, they do in fa£k 
become the inftruments of his death ! 
tylajfachitfetts^ Oftjber *3, 1807. OBSERVATOR. 
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Quackery . 

I>*. A n AMl 

It nliitt be highly gratifying to every friend of humanity *>tcf 
find in circulation, b ufeful a publication as your Rcgifter,* 
which h eminently calculated to check the progrfcfs of a great 
ind growing evil in our country— the employment of empirics,- 
with their noftrums and quack medicines. When it is confide 
Cied that fuch oftentimes is the cbmpircated nature of diforders 
with which the human fyftem it attacked, that the moil learned 
and (ktlfUl are often at a lofs for mean? of relief, what Can be 
expeded of the bluftering ignoramus, who, having caught from 
his grandmother* a few notions of management of the fick^ 
vifits the apothecary's (hop, fills hisTaddle-bags with he knows 
not what, and fets out with full purpofe to drhre ficknefs and 
death from the earth. I wa9 lately in a (hop’ where a creature 
of this kind was filling his bags;! He gave himfelf the epithet 
of do£lor, arid faid “he had a woman under his care whom he 
thought by — — - would never be any better.” Being- aiked what 
ailed her, he replied “(be has the feptiepenim” He was again afle- 
ed, “ what diforder that was ?” To which he anfwered in gibber- 
ifhy fome of which was idiomatic of the Roman language, but not 
a* word pure.* A woman came into the (hop* and aiked for 
fome fpice-bitters. The aforefaid dofifor, without afking her 
any queftions, told her that “ previous to taking the bitters, (he 
mud take a (lout dofe of jollup with four or five grains of ki/t 
n mun” (meaning, I fuppofe, calomel.) The woman replied, “ the 
bitters are not for me, Sir,” and left the (hop ; foon after which- 
Quack followed.* ( made fome inquiry about him, after he went 
mit, and was informed that it was do&or B. who called him- 
felf an Indian do&or, and pretended to cure all difeafes with# 
decodion of roots and herbs with" fimple regimen, though he 
was frequently buying cauterizing, narcotic and other powerful* 
drugs, which (with deference to the learned phyfician); are, in 
the hands of thofe who know not the ufe of them, like razors^ 
for infants to play with, dangerous things. The above is found* 
ed in fa&, and offered with no other view than to guard the, im- 
becile againft fuch pretenders to knowledge of the human fyfr 
tem, and what is neceflary to correct its diforders ; for furely it 
muit be much the fafer way for aH who are in any way difor- 

red, to truft to regularly bred phyficians* who from time im-' 
memorial have ever been highly efteemed by all who were prop-’ 

* I do not mean to fpeak contemptuoufly o r gnndmo hers ; th y are highly 
ufeful when a&tng in their proper fpheres ; to which if <juack doctors were re- 
duced,- they would be found (as a leaned aiithor on hufbandry has tofjin#* 
-*hom their dung Witlvan air of majefty.” 
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-if judges of their worth j as evidence of which fee h piece of 
Apocryphal Scripture in the 38th chapter Ecclefiafticiis, two 
hundred years anterior to the Chriftian era. < 

HENRY WHEELER. • 
Bridgion, (Maine) AuguJ}\ 1807 . -* 

jg= £cB 

CuHotis Aemarki oil the various Di/ea/ei to which Mankind 
v are fubjeift. 

The ingenious Dr. Adair has made the following curiou£ 
Sind interefting renjarks on the ftiortnefs of human life 

Of one, thoufand perfons, on an average; h<^ fays tWenty- 
three die Iri oirtti ; two hundred and twenty-feven frond teeth- 
ing, convullions and worms ; eighty from fmall-pox $ feven in 
the meaflea ; eight womep in child-bed j one hundred and nine- 
ty-one of consumptions, afthma, and other difeafes of the? bread ; 
one hundred and fifty of fevers ; twelve of apoplexy and leth- 
argy ; and forty-one of dropfy ; omitting other difeafes not 
fo well afccttained *, fo that onfy feventy-cight of one thoufand 
attain what may be deemed old age. Or if the redder choofe'fc 
to take ft in another point of view ; of one thoufand perfons, 
two hundred and fiity die within the fir d year ; eighty in the 
fecond j forty in the third •, twenty-four in the fourth \ and 
within the firft eight years of life, four hundred and fixty-fix, 
t>r almod one half of the number, are cut off by premature 
ifcath, 
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AGRICULTURAL. 
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Remarks oil the culture of Burnet Grafs'. 

It is tfell known to gentlemen, who are but a lietlij 
&onverfant with agricultural writers, that there are feveral forts 
of grafles, which have been cultivated in Europe of late years to the 
great profit of the farmer,’ which have not yet prevailed in this 
Country. We have generally confined our attention .to clover 
and fox-tail, or herd’s grafs. Thefe are good, but unfortunate- 
ly for the farmer, they are apt to run out in a year or two, and 
to be fucceeded with a natural grafs, of fmall value. Saintfoih 
&nd lucerne grafs are much preferred in Europe to thefe, and 
when properly cultivated, have yielded prodigious crops, and 
#ill £ojitinUe in the ground for many years. Duhamel/i 
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celebrated writer of France, mention* ten thoufaftd pounds or 
About four tons and a half of dried hay, from a piece of faint* 
foin, a little more than three quarters of an acre. M- de Chaa 
teauvieux, equally illuftrious as a hufbandman, and for holding 
the firft office in the government of Geneva, tells us in his 
writings, that he cut a piece of lucerne of about an acre, five 
times in a year, and had fifteen thoufand three hundred pounds 
of hay. I have been informed by a gentleman who was on thor 
4pot, that he faw lucerne cultivated fome years ftnce in the gan- 
den of Colonel Chandler, jun. of Worcefter, which was two 
feet and upwards high, and grew fo as to produce three crops 
in the fame year. Both of thefe grades have been fown by 
feveral gentlemen the laft year, and appear with a very prom- 
ifing afpeft. The approaching feafon will give theni an op-« 
portunity to acquaint the public with the retult of their experi- 
ments. I faw fome lucerne in my neighborhood the laft feafon, 
which grew knee high within a fliort fpace after it was fown,. 
This grafs wiH'come to perfection the firft year, if it is fown 
alone, as was the fpecimen which I faw. 

But there is another fpecies of grafs, much celebrated in 
England for its peculiar excellencies, which appears worthy the 
attention of thofe gentlemen, who, to their honour, are now* 
making experiments for the promotion of the agriculture of 
their country. I mean burnet grafs. It has great recommen- 
dations in that firft performance f of the kind, the Complete 
Farmer, publiftied by a fociety of gentlemen, . members of the 
fociety for the encouragement of arts, &c. in London. For the 
information of thofe who poflefs not this ineftimable di&ionary 
of hufbandry, a volume incomparably better adapted to our 
foil arid climate (becaufe containing the efience of thz beft ex- 
periments of a great variety of foils And climates) than the low 
productions of Varlo, long fi nee the object of public ridicule 
in England," I (hall take the trouble of prefenting fome extra&s 
relative, to this article. 

A plant, fay thefe gentlemen, which will not only live through 
the winter, but will ( alfo, if poflible, vegetate in that feafon, 
cannot fail being highly advantageous*, provided it be at the 
fame time a pleafing and nouriftnng food for Cattle. AH thefe 
properties have been lately found in burnet. It net only pre- 
ferves its verdure during the Jhardeft frofts of our winters, but 
alfo increafes in bulk, and grows, if the weather be at all open 
And mild; and is now known to;be an excellent food for cattle. 
Mr. Rocque, the difeoverer, has found by experience that it 
will grow in the dried land ; for he has planted fome of it in 
the gravel walks of his garden, where every thing elfe is burnt 
up in the fummer, but this never withers ; one of the qualities 
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of bumet being to continue in fap all the year. It is the opin- 
ion of many, who have feen the burnet of his railing, that Jl 
this plant is generally cultivated, there will never be a fcar- 
city of hay, even in the greateft drought. 

The land on which it is fown, (hould be fine, becaufe it is 
apt to fhed, and it (hould afterwards be dried perfe£Uy. Bur- 
net does not lofe its leaves in drying ; and though the hay 
made of it be fticky, it will, after threfhing, be very agreeable 
to horfes, which are fa fond of it, that they never wafte any. 
One acre will produce upwards of three loads of hay, and above 
forty buftiels of feed. Horfes are fonder of this feed than they 
are of oats. Burnet bears feed twice a year, and will befides 
yield a good fpring crop. It is not only goocj for horfes, but 
for all manner of cattle, even for fwine. 

The burnet fown in May may be mown at the latter end of 
July. That fown in June will yield a pretty good ctop, and 
muft be cut but once *, and the fame of that, which is fown irt 
July. The plants produced by feefis fown in Auguft, (hould 
be mowed, to deftroy the weeds. Thefe mowings may be 
given green to horfes,, or made into hay. The firft fpring cut- 
ting will purge horfes ; and Mr. Rocque believes, it wifi alfo 
cure the greafe : but it is only the firft crop that purges. Ruri- 
net (hould be mown but once the firft year, in order to teavfe 
it rank in winter ; ami in this cafe it will be ready to feed Or 
mow very early in the fpring. 

When the feeds of this plant are to be faved, it muft neither 
Be nor mQwed, in, the faring. The feed will be ripe about 
the middle of June j when it muft be reaped like wheat, and 
threftied, >. It mould he threlhed before it is too dry, becaufe ft 
is apt to fhed, and it afterwards (hould be perfectly dried. . 

A Davis Lamb, Efq. writes, that, after feeding a piece of buf- 
net of feven and an half acres in the fpring, with ewes, lambs 
and calves, obtaining in the following JulyTrom the fame, two 
hundred bufiiels of very fine clean feed, as many facks of chaff, 
and feven loads of hay, he was defirous of knowing what it 
would perform as a pafture. “ Accordingly in about ten or 
twelve days after the field was cleared, I turned into it feven 
cows, two calves, and two horfes. They all throve very re- 
markably, and the cows gave more, and we thought a richer 
milk than any other pafture. The weather was how exceedr 
ingly droughty, and all our paftures were burnt up, yet the 
burnet flouriflied, and grew away, as if it had a {hower every 
week. -My (lock of cows, horfes and calves abovementioned, 
paftured in it almoft continually until about the latter end of 
September. By the miftdle of November it had grown fo coir- 
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(iderably, that I have again turned in fix head of cattle, and it 
the weather is not fevere, lam of opinion, it will maintain 
them until Chriftmas. 

w Burnet/* he obferves, u wifi bear pafluring With {heep. K 
makes good butter. It never blows or hoves cattle. It will 
flourifh upon poor, light, faitdy, ftony, fhaltery, or chalky lamf. 
After the firft year, it Will weed itfclf, and be kept clean a£ 
little or no expenfe ” 

. A Chriftophet Baldwin, Eft}. faid to be a **' gentleman well 
known, and juftly refpe&ed for his candour ana fidelity,” made, 
icveral experiments upon burnef, and found it a moll ufeful and 
excellent grafs : four acres of this grafs in a fummer of uncom- 
mon drought, grew well, and the verdure of it was, as he ob- 
ferves, resflly very beautiful. He had a very good crop, 
though there was but one fhower from the time of putting if 
into the ground, to the time of cutting it.” 

He turned his horfes and coWs into it after it Was* tut. The 
cows ate it greedily. The horfes were not fo fond of it, Until 
two or three days, when they fed well Upon it. The quantity of 
{he cows 1 milk was very much increafed in about four or five 
days, but th£ flavour of the Cream fuperior to any he had eveit 
tailed. He found the horfes were in general exceedingly fond 
of the hay, though fome, affefted perhaps with the novelty of 
it, did not appear to fona of it. 

This gentleman mentions, that he was f6 welbpieafed with 
the fuccefs of his firft experiments, that he fowed another field 
of twelve acres With 'a hundred and fixty pounds of burnet. 
As an experiment, he mentions that he took four cows from a 
very good feed of natural grafs, which gave very little milk. 
Thefe cows, fays he, had not been in the burnef abovC fix day^, 
before they gave miiCh more than double the quantity of milk 
nay, Was I to fay three times the Quantity, I know that I Aould 
not exceed the truth. His land was a poor dry upland graveL 
« There arc millions of acres, faj/g he, in tliis kingdom, 6f bet- 
ter land, that do not fetch abo^e two {hillings and fik-pcnce an 
a£re rent.” 

The proper quantity of feed for an acre, is about twelve of 
thirteen poUnds. 

Wifliing fuccefs to all connoiflcurs in the noble art of hufr 
Bandry, , 

I am the public’s very humble fervant, 

AGRICOLA. 

Sofioftf 1 786 / 
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Thoughts on raifing and feeding Swine. 

[ Communicated to the Blockley and Merrior- agricultural fociety, by ^.Hefton. 'f, 

AS every farmeT in the United States pays more or lei's at- 
tention to the propagation and feeding of fwine, and as the 
fleih of that animal is not only the moft profitable for home, 
confumption, but forms a Very considerable article of export- 
ation! too . much attention cannot bt paid to endeavour to 
difcover the beR and cheapeft method Of raifing and feeding 
them* 

I have been hr the habit of raifing and feeding many fwine 
for thefe twenty ^ears paft : but (of the greater part of tha^ 
time, I followed the beaten path. The great quantities of 
pqrk raifed in New-Jerfey, and moR other parts of the con- 
tinent, have bedn- principally fatted on Indian Cora, which is 
certainly a moR expen five practice ; for if the corn' had been 
fold, the amount would have exceeded that of the pork. 

in the year 1786, 1 fed twenty hogs, in the fir ft place on 
pumpkins raw ; fecondly On pumpkins boiled i and next with 
meal, giving them fome nrw at the fame time ; and laftly, fome 
Corn to harden the fat : the hegs when killed, were exceeding 
good meat, and weighed 3696 pounds. 

I kept eighteen (hoats over the winter following, which, 
>kith twenty-fix fpring pigs, I fufriYnered chiefly on clover and 
apples. Early in the fall of 1787, P was obliged to put up 
my (boats in a pen (for want of a paftute with tight enclofure) 
where i fed them chiefly on unripe pumpkins, (the ripe ones 
being given to toy fatting hogs) which kept them in good or- 
der, and fcrved as’ viftuals and drink for many, weeks. 1 fat- 
ted the eighteen fwine in the fame manner as I had done the 
year before. . 

The winter of 1 7^7-8 , 1 kept twenty-fix (boats on pumpkins* 
potatoes, and cabbage ; and the fall following, 1 fatted them in 
the fame manner as the preceding years. , 

The fall of 1789, my pumpkins having failed*! fatted twenty- 
two hogs on Indian meal and potatoes. The , method I ufed 
was, to boil about two bufhels of potatoes, which being maflied, 

I (iirred in half a buftiel of Indian meal. The water and po- 
tatoes being hot, fcalded and fwelled the meal •, and the maf$ 
became fo thick, that it admitted a quantity of cold water to 
cool and make it thin enough for drink. This was a fufficient 
mefs, and given to the hogs the latter part of the day ; footy' , 
after, and while they were full, I gave them fome corn ; which 
(as their (lomachs were cloyed) they took time to chew : this’ 
was a day’s allowance, except fome raw potatoes in the morn- 
ing. With this feed, they grew and fatted very well, and I 
fiippofed when killed, weighed near 4000 pounds ; for as t 
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fold fjpurteen of them alive to a butcher, I Could not precisely 
afcertain their weight. In fatting thefe twenty-two hogs, I 
expended about fixty bufhels of Indian corn, and two hundred 
bufhels of potatoes } a quantity which two acre6 may produce. 

I have found from experience, that it is a confideraMe ad-* 
Vantage to take time in feeding a young hog ; as his growth 
will be in proportion to the fat he acquires, and equally wcU< 
pay for the feed he confumes. / 

Farmers in general feed their hogs with whole grain, in its 
hard and dry ftate, which is much againft their intereft j for* 
if they are fed fo fparingly as to have a good appetite, they 
fwallow it half chewed, and a great part of it wiH pafs through 
them urtdigefted ; and on the other hand, if they have it con~ 
tinually by them, they deftroy too great a quantity before they 
are fat, efpectally if put up when poor. Now I am of opinion 
in either of the above cafes, as the food is not received in a 
proper ftate for digeftion, that a bufhel of meal made into fwill*. 
is equal to a bufhel and a half of dry grain, and double the 
profit, when mixed with a vegetable, whofe bulky fubftance 
chiefly confifts of a nutritious juice, which, incorporating with 
the fmall particles of the grain, qualifies them for nourifhment, 
and enables us to ufe a quantity fufficient to increafe the fat 
and growth to advantage. 

There are various kinds of food for hogs, befides grain and 
roots, which muft be far more profitable, as greater quantities 
can be raifed with equal labour, on the fame quantity of ground. 
Pumpkins, for inftance, from cheapnefs of culture and gather- 
ing, muft be far more profitable than any kind of roots ; and 
muft continue to be fo while the price of labour bears that pro- 
portion to produce, which it hath ever done in this country. 

It is neceffary tq have a thriving pig, in order to raife a large 
hog, which verifies the old proverb, “ the ftart is half , the race.” 

Theheginning of March, 1788, I weaned a number of pigs 
about five weeks old, and fed them well on what I thought 
moft fuitable, except milk, of which I had not afufficieacy. The 
beginning of July, I had a frefh litter of pigs, which I permit- 
ted to fuck, until they weaned themfelves : at three month&old 
they were as large as the others at feven and when eighteen 
months old, exceeded them nearly one hundred weight. Now 
it is evident to me, that this difference arofe frpm the former be- 
ing deprived of milk before they were of an age to thrive on 
other food. 

The advantage from turning hogs upon clover is very great \ 
for although they will not thrive upon that alone* equally with 
tliofe which have fwill and grain, yet it will require fo much lefs 
of thefe articles, as to enable us to raife double the number of 
fwine, with the fame expejife. 
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Gather up the fragments , that nothing be lojl , 

\^AS a family order, given after a plentiful meal, by one 
.who could inftantly command a fupply of bread. The poweir 
of providence is exercifed with the fame wife economy, as the 
power of miracles. Neither of them is proftituted to the grat- 
ification of Iqxury, or the encouragement of negligence and 
lazinefs. In the divine works, there is no profufenefs, and 
there ought to be none in ours. Providence is bountiful but 
not wafteful *, its bleflings are bellowed freely, but not lavifhly. 
We are to receive them thankfully, and ufe tfiemfrugally ; not lofe 
them by careleffnefs, nor fquander them away in extravagance. 
The man, who gathers up what Heaven gives, anc} wh6 fuffers 
nothing to be loft, will always have a fupply. He who re- 
ceives not what is offered, or preferves not what is caft into his 
hands, will always be in want. 

My friend Providus is a profperous hufbandman. His cflrops 
of grain and hay are plentiful : his cattle arc in heart, and his 
cows afford him butter and cheefe in abundance. Some, who 
live near him, on farms as large, and of nearly the fame quality, 
buy half their bread com j are deftitdte of hay every fpring, 
and from the fame number of cows, have fcarcely milk for 
their families. They wonder what is the matter. They fay 
to 'Providus, “ there is a peculiar bleffing on your hufbandry.^ 
u No,” fays he, “ there is no greater bleffing lent to me, than 
to you. The only difference, is, I am always ready to receive 
and improve it. The fun fhines as warmly, and the rain falls 
as liberally on your farms, as on mine ; but they will do you 
no good, if you fow no feed in feafon, or make no fence until 
the crop be deftroyed. I prepare my fields well — fow them 
early — fence them effe&ually — gather my grain when it is ripe 
— houfe it before the rains have ruined it — threfh it before the 
rats have eaten half of it — and what I mean to fpare, I fell, 
when I have a good market. I never fo confume my old ftores 
as to reap my grain before it is ripe, or run fo much in debt 
for rum or any thing elfe, as to ttyrefh for my creditors, when 
I ihould be preparing for another crop. I cut my grafs when 
it is in its proper ftate, and proportion my ftock to my fodder. 
I never deftroy my grain or mowing grafs by feeding them 
down in the fpring. I keep my cattle well—- and my oxen are 
ftrong — and my cows yield me plenty of *milk. My wife, in 
her department, ufes the fame economy. She 'gathers up the 
fragments, and fuffers nothing to be loft. What cannot be 
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immediately applied to human 'ufe, £he applies to fomc other 
ufe, which ultimately turns to the benefit of the family. She 
cuts her pork in the barrel with attention, fo that one third of 
it is not reduced to morfels and fcraps, and thrown by for foap 
greafe. Her dairy fhe attends with care, and her chepfe is 
not half deftroyed by maggots. When flie makes her bread, 
fhe does not let it (land until it is too four to be eaten, or 
leave it in the oven, until if is reduced to a coal, and then 
throw it to the hogs. She knows how to time her vifits. 
She mends her children’s clothes, before they are tittered to 
rags. She makes every thing which (he handies go as far as 
it can. Nothing i$ loll in her hands. Thus we manage our 
affairs. We a£l in concert, often advifing, but never oppofing 
each other. If there comes a blefling, we have the benefit of 
it. Ufe the fame economy and induftry within doors and 
without, and you will have your (hare of the common blefiing, 
and find that Providence is more impartial thin you fcem to 
Imagine.** 


Anecdote of a Quack . 

u Prithee, Do&or,” faid an old acquaintance to a celebrated 
Quack, who was Handing at his door, “ how is it that you, 
whofe origin I fo well know, (hould have been able to obtain 
more patients than almoft s*il the regular-bred Fhyficians ?” 

Pray,” fays the Quack, “ how many perfons may have pafled 
us whilft you put your queftion ?*’— Aboqt twenty.”— u And 
pray, how many of thofe do you fuppofc ppflefs a competent 
ftare of common fenfe ?” — “ Perhaps one out of the twenty.”— r 
u Juft fo,” fays the Quack, w and that one applies to the regular w 
Phyfician, whilft I ana my brethren pick up the other nineteen.’* 


J Hefult of Meteorological and other Observations , fir SepU 1807 ; 
made at Deerfield , Warwick , PortJ mouth, Smith field, (R, L J 
Hartford , ( Conn .J and Bo/ion. 
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WEATHER. 
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Deerfield , September 30, 1807. 

An unhealthy month. D.ifeafes y Influenza and fevers. Two 
perfons, one aged 6 1, the other 12 years, belonging to one 
houfe in this town, died fuddenly the 26th inftant. They were 
both taken ill in the night, and died the next day in the after* 
noon, rhe difeafe of which thefe people died, anfwers to the 
description given by Do£t ors Danielfon and Mann, in Regifter 
No. 5, of the fatal diforde? which prevailed laft year at Medfield. 

Mr. Epaphras Sheldon, the perfon mentioned in my com- 
munication for July 1806, as having been attacked with an 
hxmoptyfls, died of a confumption the 27th inftant. He is 
the fifth adult of the Sheldon family, who has fallen a vi&im 
tq this fatal diforder within five years. 

On the 25th, a comet was difeovered in the S. W. about the 
fizc of a ftar of the fecond magnitude ; it is fugpofod to have 
gaffed its perihelion^ and is moving northeafterly. 


Warwick , September 30, 1807^ 

The greater part of this month has been pleafant agreea- 
ble weather \ no frofts except in low places ; greater quantity 
of grafs than ufual at this time of year ; corn good ; a great 
furplus of apples. 

State of health. Fevers lefs frequent ; none has proved fa- 
fal, though fome cafes have run jo days before a crifis. The 
influenza made its appearance the firft, and became general 
about the middle of the month ; pone are exempt from its 
violence, though differently affefted ; fome with pneumonia* 
which ended in cough, night fweats and debility \ others with 
Jiead-ache and cough for three or four days, followed with lofs 
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of appetite, pain in the ftomach, and great weaknefs j but all 
have fymptoms fufEciently alike to mark the difeafe. 

W. COBB, jum 


Smlthfieldy September 30, 1807. 

There has been no (even; llorms this month. The weather 
continued wet and difagreeable till about the middle ; fince 
which it has been more pleafant and agreeable. Vegetation 
progrelles to maturity, unchecked by u nipping frofts.” In- 
dian corn is tolerably good ; and in general nearly fit to har- 
veft. Apples are plenty and fair. The crop of potatoes is as 
good as ufual. State of health continues to become more un- 
favourable : The influenza continues to prevail, and in many 
cafes is very diftrefling, and has proved mortal. Cafes of fever 
and canker raih have likewife increafed. 

A Smithfield Subscriber. 


Hartford , September 30, 1807. 

A pleafant month— -but little rain — fine weather for matur- 
ing the corn, of which there is like to be a middling crop. 
Not fo much cider made as lafl year. 

Generally healthy, except the influenza, which in fome in- 
(lances has proved fatal. A few cafes of the Angular difeafe 
which appeared lad fprirg : two deaths of that difeafe. 

A comet vifible in the weft the laft evenings of this month : 
not having feen it but once, I cannot tell whether it is approach- 
ing to or receding from the fun. 

Not e. The experiment, communicated by “ Philo” has fallen into dif- 
repute in the county from whence it was firft communicated; fo much fo, that 
we are doubtful as to the propriety of republtftiing it. 

Erratum . In our laft, page 321, tatb line from bottom, for a&s read arts . 
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MEDIC AL. 


Por the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 

DR. ADAMS, 

As blood-letting Is frequently performed by perfons 
unacquainted with anatomy, and the wounding of an artery is 
an accident liable to happen in that operation, under the hand 
of even an expert operator •, perhaps you cannot better fill the 
« medical ** department of one number of the Regifler than 
by introducing the following dire&iqns to be purfued in cafe 
of fuch an accident. They are extracted from Dr. Ree’s 
Cyclopedia, American edition voce Aneurifm, and are at your 
difpofal, from yours, XEirOTProx. 

" In letting blood at the* arm, the artery may be difeovered 
to have been wounded, by the blood being thrown out with 
unufual force, in an uninterrupted but unequal dream, as 
it were by jerks j alfo by its florid red colour, and which 
is the mod certain fign, by the blood flowing out in an even 
dream, with lefs force when preflure is applied to the artery 
above the wound. In thefe cafes the diffufion of thd blood form- 
ing a fpurious aneurifm, is generally owing to the fault of the 
furgeon in attempting to dop the hemorrhage too fuddenly, 
either by prefling his fingers upon the wound, or by applying a 
bandage. The aneurifm is produced either in confequence of 
the orifice in the external (kin being difplaced in fuch a manner 
that the blood can no longer be difeharged through it, and mud 
confequently diffufe itfelf in the cellular membrane ; or by the 
preflure which is haflily applied, being too weak, fo as merely 

vol, i. y 
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to clofe the orifice in the fkin and vein, but not that in the artery, 
which confcquently difcharges the blood into the furrounding 
cellular membrane. The tumour produced in this manner 
is commonly of a red, bluifti, and finally, of a black colour.” 

, The falfe diffufed aneurifm, arifing from this caufe, increafe* 
In fize as long as the internal hemorrhage continues ; and if 
this be not fpeedily flopped, it produces violent pain and im- 
mobility of the limb; nay, at length inflammation, fuppuratioa 
and gangrene. The moll recent cafe of this kind with which 
we are acquainted, is related in the Gxth volume of the Med- 
ical and Phyfical Journal, by Dr. Adams, of Madeira ; in this? 
cafe a perfe£l cure was effe&ed by long continued prefiure <m 
the artery at the fuperior part of the arm.” 

“ On the 4th of February, 1797, a young baronet was blood- 
ed in the vena median* b&filica ; and from his having worn a 
tight flannel fleeve, it was not immediately obferved that the 
blood came alfo from an artery. The orifice having been clof- 
ed in t&e ufual manner, bled again in the evening, but was 
flopped before Dr. Adams could fee the patient. On the fol- 
lowing morning a confiderable extravafation of blood took place* 
In a few days, however, the gentleman was not thought in 
need of funner attendance, although the arm did not recover 
Its ordinary fize. Six weeks afterwards a fmali cireumfcribecf 
tumour had arifen in the arm, below the original cicatrix ; and 
cm prdTurc, a very obfctire pulfation might be felt 5 it was firmly 
bound by the &cia (bandage, fillet or roller) and not at all dif- 
ColoUred or painful. The tumor increafed fuddenly towards 
the eiid of March, with the fame circumfcribed appearance and 
an evident furrounding extravafation. Strong prefiure was 
now applied by means of a roller to the Upper part of the fore- 
arm, exaftly upon the trunk Of the artery, fo as to lefien its 
pulfation ; but the bandage was kept hollow, except over the 
artery, by feveral pieces of cane applied along different parts 
of the limb. Although this degree of prefiure was had re- 
eourfe to with a view of obliterating the large trunk of the ar- 
tery, an iticteafe of the fwelling took place in about ten days, ac- 
companied with a flight pain.” 

“The mechanical prefiure on the veflel itfelf was then aug- 
mented, until but little pulfaribn could be felt in the radical ar- 
tery. Painful fenfadons near the wrift, along the lower arm, 
and under the aneurifm were now complained of as intolera- 
ble. The fingers were without fenfation, die whole arm was 
enlarged, the veins became turgid, and the pulfe remained 
feeble. This procefs being peTfevered inj Dr. Adams had at 
length the fatisfa&ion to obliterate the main trunk of the bra- 
uhkl artery, and to effedk a complete cure. The mafc of co- 
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agulatcd blood, however, was difcharged by a gangrenous fore at 
the bend of the arm, about two inches in diameter, which was 
cicatrized before the end of July, 1797 ; and in January, 1798, 
every unpleafant fymptom had disappeared. This plan of treat- 
ment, by compreffion was adopted by the author without his 
having known that it had heen Several times pra&ifed with 
fuccefs, in different parts of the continent, for other cafes of 
aneuriSm.” 

“ When, in letting blood at the arm, the furgeon difcovers, 
by the figns which we have already mentioned, that an artery 
has been wounded, he muil immediately apply a tourniquet to 
the upper part of the arm, in order firft to flop the hemorr- 
hage, and obtain time for applying his bandages with the re- 
quisite care and accuracy. The hemorrhage from the vein is 
to be flopped with the common bandage. But, in order per- 
manently to arreft the hemorrhage, and clofe the wound of the 
artery, he muft apply a comprefs with great exaflnefs, which 
muft be Sufficiently tight entirely to prevent the hemorrhage* 
and not eafily to be removed from its Situation *, it ought alSo 
to clofe merely the artery itSelf, without affefling the lateral 
branches and the veins, led a Swelling and mortification might 
enfue from want of circulation. A pledgit or firm comprefs 
is to be applied, the inner Surface of which mud be Somewhat 
broader than the opening in the veffel, immediately upon the 
external wound, otherwife the pledgit might eafily mifs the 
orifice of the artery. All now depends upon this comprefs 
being Sufficient to dop the wound, its being applied with an 
uniform preffure,*and in Such a manner as not to prevent the 
motion of the blood through the the lateral branches and veins. 
The common bandage ufed in blood-letting does not arifwer 
thefe purpofes So conveniently as by means of Plenk’s appara- 
tus, which, however, mud be applied with great exa£tnefs. 
(Jos. Jac. Plenk’s Sammulung von, &c. &c.) 

tf Should a Small tumor arife clofe to the point of the pledgit, 
the apparatus ffiould fird be Screwed Somewhat tighter, as the 
preffure was poffibly not Sufficiently drong. If, nevertheleft, 
the tumor fhould grow dill larger, »ve may be certain that 
the comprefs does not lie upon the wound of the artery ; the 
tourniquet mud therefore be immediately applied, and the 
dreffings removed ; after which they mud be again applied 
with as great exa£lnefs as poffible ; but fird the extravafated 
blood mud be preffed back into the artery, by gently rubbing 
and Squeezing the tumor. If at any Subsequent time it fhould 
become neceffary to remove the apparatus from the limb, the 
tourniquet mud be employed in the fame manner.” 

2 T 
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“ The apparatus being properly applied, the arm fliould be 
lufpended in a fling, moderately bent, and kept as much as 
poffible at reft, during the whole courfe of the cure. Should 
any fwelling appear in the fore-arm, we ought to endeavour to 
difeufs it by diligent fri&ion with fpirituous and aromatic rem- 
edies* Moreover, the furgeon fliould daily examine whether 
‘the bandages remain firm and unmoved in their fituations, 
and as foon as he difeovers any tumor, he fliould proceed as 
above recommended. The length of the time during which 
the comprefs ought to remain in its fituation, in order to pre- 
clude the poffibility of a future hemorrhage, cannot be accu- 
rately determined : if, therefore, we wifli to examine whether 
it may be fafely removed, we ought firft to apply the tourni- 
quet, and then take off the apparatus \ this being done, we 
fliould gradually loofen the tourniquet, and carefully obferve 
whether any tumor is produced at the place of the wound* 
Should no fuch tumor appear, we need not ufe the bandages 
any longer ; it will, however, be proper for fecurity's fake, 
(as in fome inftances the wound of the artery has been known 
to burft open afrefh) to apply gentle preflure, by means of a 
comprefs, to the artery immediately after the bandages have 
been entirely removed, in order to diminifli the flow of blood 
through it, and prevent rts burfting. Every other motion of 
the limb fliould be avoided for fome time after.” 

Furthermore — “To thecureof thedifFufed falfe aneurifm, two 
things are requifite ; namely, to clofe the wound of the artery, 
in order to (top the hemorrhage \ and to difcufs the extrava- 
fated blood. The firft is performed by compreffion with a 
^ledgit, and the fecond by applying bandages to the whole 
limb, according to Theden’s method, and keeping them con- 
ftantly wet, either with Theden’s culnerary, or a folution of 
fal ammoniac in vinegar and water. But if the extravafation 
fpreads farther, and the hemorrhage continues, the operation 
muft be performed without delay.” 

The “ method which Mr. Theden recommends (in Neue 
fiemerkungeu u. Erfakuengeu,” & c. &c. “Berlin, 1792,” &c. 
& C. &c.) is applicable even where there is already a very con- 
fiderable quantity of extravafated and coagulated blood. When 
in performing the operation of blood-letting, we have wounded 
an artery, we are to fuffer more than the proper quantity of 
blood, nay even fo much as to induce syncope to be difeharged, 
and in the mean time, prepare whatever is requifite for bandaging 
the limb. Three or four . comprefles, into the lowermoft of 
which we may introduce a fmall piece of money, are then to 
be applied in fuch a manner as to fill up the cavities in the 
angle of the elbow, which, till the reft of the bandages are ready* 
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is to be prefled by an affiftant fo tight upon the orifice of the 
artery, that no blood can be difcharged from it. The ban- 
daging muft then be performed fpirally, a longuette [“ pretty 
long ” comprefs] of the thicknefs of a finger’s breadth muft be 
laid upon the trunk of the artery, and inclofed in the bandage. 
When the hemorrhage has been flopped in this manner, a 
quantity of Theden’s aqua traumatica ^vulnerary water] is to be 
poured upon the whole of the bandages, fo as to wet them 
through and through. The bandages (hould not be applied 
too tight at firft if we intend to foak them with the liquid, as 
it is well known that moifture caufes them to contraft and 
comprefs the limb with greater force, by which means obftruc- 
tion, tumor, and pain might be produced. Should we, how- 
ever, have applied them too tight on account of the hemorrhage, 
we muft not wet them till after they have become fomewhat 
loofe. As our fuccefs depends upon the bandage lying equally 
clofe in every part, each turn of the bandage ought to cover 
half of th<e former, fo that no part of the limb remaim uncov- 
ered, or not inclofed within the bandage ; neither ought any 
one turn of the bandage to be drawn tighter than the reft.” 

“ The firft bandages may be fuffered to remain on the limb 
for the fpace of three or four days, unlefs they (hould grow 
loofe at an earlier period, as generally happens when there is 
a large quantity of extravafated blood, and this foon begins to 
be feparated and re-abforbed. In applying the bandages the 
fecond time, we proceed in the following manner. The roller 
is taken off from the fingers, hand and fore-arm, and thefe parts 
are bandaged anew before the bandages and compreffes are 
removed from the joint and humerus. The roller is then ap- 
plied over the elbow, and upwards to the axilla. The end of 
the fillet is carried round the neck, in order to prevent the 
bandages from Aiding downwards ; and as an additional fecurity 
again ft this accident, the turns of the roller are fewed to each 
other from the elbow to the arm-pit ; the whole is foaked with 
Theden’s vulnerary, and kept continually wet. Thefe dreff- 
ings may remain in this condition for three or more days, pro- 
vided the bandage becomes neither too tight nor too loofe, 
and applies to the limb in an uniform manner. If, fays Mr. 
Theden, all thefe meafure6 are adopted immediately after the 
accident, the cure may certainly be effe£ted in the fpace of 
eight day6, only we muft examine attentively whether at 
the place where the artery has been wounded, a new tumor pr 
effufion takes place. Should this happen, we muft ftill con- 
tinue to apply the bandages for fome time ; but if the blood 
has been effufed from the beginning into the cellular fubftance, 
as fometimes happens, the bandages muft be worn till the 
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whole has been re-abforbed,and the wound properly cicatrized. 
The-utility of this method of Theden’s has been confirmed by 
feveral practitioners, efpecially by the fuccefsful cure of a re- 
markable cafe, related by Mr. Schmalz. ( Selterre Chirurg. 
&c. &c. u Leipzig, 1784. 8vo. p. 59.”) 

“ But when there is a great deal of extravafated blood in the 
fore, when the tumor is very large, fo as not to admit of com- 
preffion by bandaging, and there is reafon to apprehend that 
the tumor may burft open, an operation mud be performed 
without delay (which as it is to be found in mod of our 
books of furgery, need not be deferibed here. The medical 
reader who is defirous to obtain much important information 
on this interefting fubjeCi, efpecially fuch as relates to other 
fpecies of aneurifm, is referred to the work itfelf, from which 
the above extracts are taken.) 

Majfachufetts , October 20, 1807. 


For the MEDICAL and AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 
Medical Extrafts , No. V. 

The drunkard {hall come to poverty. ...Solomon. 

Intemperance. — When we take a view of mankind in gen- 
eral, we are (truck with aftonifhment to fee fo many citizens 
which might be ufeful to themfelves and to fociety, profeffional 
men and men of fcience, duping themfelves by the cup even 
to fottifh depravity. Strange it is that mall, in point of dignity, 
but a little lower than the angelic world, fhould thus debafe 
himfelf, when nature and reafon continually fpeak to him in the 
language of “man, do thyfelf no harm ” 

Intemperance deftroys more than the fword of peftilence. War 
has its intervals of peace, and peftilence prevails only in certain 
years and feafons ; but intemperance gains ftrength daily and 
prevails in all feafons. Few make their exit direCtly by intox- 
ication, in companion with the number of thofe who die of 
various difeafes introduced by intemperance. Naufea and 
vomiting, indigeftion, languor, tremors of the hands, bloated- 
nefs, inflamed eyes, and pains in the limbs are only Tome of 
the minor children of intemperance. There are others of 
greater magnitude fuch as dropfy, confumption, epileptic fits, 
palfy and apoplexy. Thefe end in death. 

“ Ardent fpirits, like a bold invader, feize direCtly upon the 
vitals of the conftitution, and fets the whole on fire. The 
author of nature has furnifhed the body with powers to pre- 
ferve itfelf from its natural enemies, but when attacked by 
thefe civil foes it refembles a company of Indians armed with 
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bows and arrows, again!! the deadly machinery of fire, arms. 
To drink ardent fpirits every day is as pernicious as to take 
laudanum every day by way of diet, and the artificial health (if 
any) produced by them is tranfient, and followed by difeafe, 
mifery, and death.” 

Intemperance not only produces many painful difeafes, but 
introduces many vices, as fightipg, lying, idlenefs, theft, &c. 
It deftrovs the peace of families, reputation, and overwhelms 
in poverty- Every inebriate is a candidate for mifery and 
indigence. 

Sons of intemperance, hearken to advice before it is too late, 
left by your difeafes you (hall be thrown into the cold aims of 
death unlamented. Flee inftantly from the enemy which 
threatens deftruftion to chara&er, property, conftitution, and 
life itfeLf. Remember that a man cannot flee from his vices 
with too nfuch precipitation, and that men never leave intem- 
perance by degrees. There is no compounding in this cafe ; 
a refolution muft be formed ; and perfeverance in that refolu- 
tion will enfure vi&ory, a glorious vi£!ory over the disordered 
appetite. Then health will return, and by the afliftance of 
induftry, indigence (hall flee away. G. 

OSJober, 1807. 


Ob/ervations on Quackery - 

Let us imagine fome adventurer fufficiently intoxicated to 
undertake one of our humbled and moft ufeful trades, for in- 
ftance, that of a (hoe- maker, without apprenticefhip, 1 leave it 
to be imagined by the reader, how unmercifully the leather 
would be pricked and (haped, or what would be the condition 
of the poor toes, condemned to be lodged in the receptacle, pre- 
pared by fuch hands. Are the qualities, then, of leather more 
complicated than thofe of the living body ? Does the art of 
managing the former to moft advantage require a long appren- 
ticefhip, and not that of managing the latter l Are the tools 
that lie in the compafs of a (hoe-maker’s bench more eafy to ha 
employed properly than the articles of the materia medica ? I 
fee, indeed, one eflential difference ; the incompetent mechanic 
will fooh be marked 5 no clumfy workmanflrip of his can pafs : 
whereas, in medicine, bunglers may go on. I know not how 
long, without difgrace. This chance of efcaping detection is, 
no doubt, an encouragement for them, fuch as nothing can 
countervail. But I have no hope of effe£king any thing, except 
with a&ive, but mifguided benevolence. Infanity muft be dif- 
ferently dealt with, and wrong-headednefs is fcarce to be re- 
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claimed by the plain di&ates of prudence. Otherwife, a confide 
oration, yet untouched, would be decifive ! For the defeat of 
the artifan, who leaves his work imperfefl, can be afterwards 
fupplied. But an emending hand may be vainly applied in cafe 
of omillion during ficknefs, where it is often juft as fatal /• 
leave undone what is right, as to do what is wrong. What 
then (hall we think of the defence, which confcious incapacity 
is fo apt to fet up by anticipation, which is, that, if it does no 
goody it can do no harm ! Oh, yes, but if it does no good it tan 
do harm— all poflible harm, provided in killing there be harm. 
It can arreft the refcuing hand, till the filent but progreffive fin- 
ger of fate move from time is, to time is no more . There are plen- 
ty of occafions on which water-gruel, upon this harmlefs prin- 
ciple, will do a man’s bufincfs juft as effe&ually as laurel-water. 
fa mojl violent poifon.) And what, I pray, does it fignify to the 
killed, whether they come to their end by the fauce-pan or the 
ftill? To the killer, the difference, we know, is all in all. Yet 
he who fimply thrufts his ignorance between the fick, and the 
means of recovery, will really have done more mifchief, info- 
much as he will have more largely accumulated pain upon 
death. And furely, where law cannot interfere, the call is fo 
much louder for public cenfure. It is by far too unequal a game 
to be allowed in fociety, where one party (lakes empty profef- 
fions of good-will againft the other’s exiftcnce. 

Beddres i Hygeia* 


AGRICULTURAL. 


Remarks on the management of a Dairy , particularly with 
refpeft to Milk , and making Butter. 

Too much attention cannot be given to the choice of 
proper cows for a dairy, intended for making butter, as the qual- 
ity of the milk is more to be attended to than the quantity \ 
this can only be effected by keeping each cow’s milk feparate 
a few times, and examining carefully its quantity and quality. 

Several large tea-cups were taken, exactly of the fame fize 
and (hape $ one was filled at the beginning of the milking, and 
the others at regular intervals, till the laft, which was filled with 
the dregs of the ftroakings. The quantity of milk in each was 
precifely the fame 5 and from a great number of experiments, 
frequently repeated, with many different cows, the refult was 
\n all Cafes thus : The quantity of cream obtained from the firft 
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drawn cup was, in every cafe, much fmaller than from that 
which wa» laft drawn, and thofe afforded lefs or more, as they 
were nearer the beginning Or the end. The quantity of cream ob- 
tained from the lad drawn cup, from fome cows, exceeded that 
from the firft, in the proportion of fixteen to one. In other cows, 
however, the difproportion was not quite fo great * but in no 
cafe did it fall {hort of the rate of eight to one. Probably, upon 
an average of a great many cows, it might be found to be as ten 
or twelve to one. 

The difference in the quality of the cream obtained from 
thofe two cups, was much greater than the difference in the 
quantity. In the firft cup, the cream was a thin tough film ; in 
the laft, the cream was of a thick buttery confidence, and of a 
glowing richnefs of colour. 

The difference in the quality of the milk was perhaps ft ill 
greater than in refpedf to the quantity or the quality of the 
cream. The milk in the firft cup was a thin bluifh liquid : in 
the laft, of a thick confidence and yellow colour. 

From this important experiment it appears, that the perfon, 
who by bad milking her cows, lofes but half a pint of the milk, 
lofes in fa (X about as much cream as would be afforded by fix 
or eight pints at the beginning, and that part of the cream 
which alone can give richnefs and high flavor to her butter. 


Method of procuring a new Variety of Potatoes . 

By Simeon De Witt. 

IHias been obferved that potatoes long propagated from the 
roots, will degenerate in quality. It is therefore neceffary in or- 
der to procure a (lock in its natural perfe&ion, to have re- 
courfe to the feed which the plant bears on its branches. The 
method of doing this, as proved by experiment to be fuccefsful, 
is as follows : 

I gathered what are commonly called the potatbe apples, 
when they were fully ripe, and had partly dropped from the 
ftalks, and laid them away in a corner of the garden, covered 
over with'-pota toe- vines and other vegetable rubbifh, where I 
left them for feveral weeks, till they had become fo foft as to 
be eafily fqueezed or marfhed in the hand ; then taking a ba- 
fon of water I preffed out the pulpy matter containing the feeds 
and mixed it thoroughly with the water. On fuffering the bafon 
afterwards to (land quiet for a little time, the feeds fettled to 
the bottom, while the other matter remained fufpended, which 
being then poured off, left the feed almoft clean \ and repeat- 
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ing the walking in this manner once or twicei I obtained it 
pefeCHy clean and fit to be dried and put up for ufc. Early in 
the fpring I prepared a bed, and having made drills iiftt at prop- 
er didances from each other, I Towed the feeds in it exa£Uy as 
I would Tow the fineft flower-feeds. In due time I had the fatis- 
faftion to fee them apparently ail vegetate. The firft appearance 
of the plant above ground, is with two fmall leaves almod tri- 
angular, each about one-tenthof an inch in diameter. They were 
foon attacked by the fmall flea-like bug that devours the leaves of 
young raddiflies, turnips, and other acrid vegetables ; in confe- 
quence of which, I had but few remaining. Thefe I left in the 
bed : they grew rapidly and ahnoft to the length of the plants 
raifed from the roots. The ground was hoed up againft them 
from time to time, and in the fall, when I dug them up, I found 
the roots ftrung along with potatoes of all fizes, from about an 
inch and a half, to that of a pea. Thus far only I have gone 
with the experiment. The next thing to be attended to, is to 
feperate thefe young potatoes into as many parcels as there are 
varieties ; for you will have them of various kinds, and the fol- 
lowing year to plant them in as many didind; places, and to 
manage them in the ordinary way. This feafon will bring them 
to their full fize and perfection, and enable you to make trial of 
their comparative qualities \ thofe of fuperior excellency will 
of courfe be feleded for a new ftock. 

I did not remove any out of the beds where they were Town ; 
but the proper way, I believe, would be to tranfplant them foon 
after they are up, fo wide apart from each others .as will leave 
plenty of room for hoeing and for the roots to run a fufficient 
didance without incommoding each other. 

If the practice of raiGng new docks of potatoes from the feed 
were generally adopted, I have no doubt it would be the means of 
improving thefpeciesofthat mod valuable vegetable,to which the 
foil of America, as its native country, feems to be peculiarly fa- 
vorable. It therefore, in my opinion, deferves to be recommend- 
ed to every perfon who takes pleafure in becoming the benefac- 
tor of his country, by attempts to improve thofe productions of 
nature which are necefiary for the fupport, and tend to multiply 
the delicacies and luxuries of life. 


An Account of extraordinary Crops of Corn raifed by means 
cf Street Manure . 

The following account of two crops of com, deferves to be 
univerfally known, as an incitement to the fpirit of emulation 
and indudry among farmers. 


Digitized by VjOOQlC 



AGRICULTURAL. 


3M 


1807 .] 

Mr. John Stevens, of Hobocken, New-Jerfey, and Mr. D. 
Ludlow, of Weftchefter, betted fifty guineas upon the fuperiority 
of their crops of corn. Mr S. ploughed his ground three times 
before planting, and before the laft plowing put on 700 horfc 
cart loads of ftreet manure ; he planted in double rows at 5! 
feet afunder, and dibbled each grain. To do this with expedi- 
tion and accuracy, he bored two rows of holes in a piece of 
board four feet long, fo as to form equilateral triangles, the 
(ides of which were feven inches, thus : 


Intothefe holes he drove pegs, about 3I inches long. As the 
corn was dropped into thefe holes, made with this machine, a 
man folloVed with a bafket of rotten dung with which he filled 
them up. Then came on the carts, out of which the rows were 
fprinkled with a coat of Jlreet manure . During the feafon the 
crop was Tuckered three times. The intervals were repeatedly 
ploughed, and the rows' kept perfectly clean of weeds by hoeing 
and hand weeding. The produce of the crop was is follows : 
233 1 meafures full of corn in the ear. A meafure full contain, 
ed one bufhel and a half and one pint of {helled corn ; 233 1 
give confequently 354 bufhels and 6 quarts, or 1 18 bufhelsand 
2 quarts per acre. Mr. S. is confident, that he would have had 
confiderable more corn, had not his crop fuffered very greatly 
by a thunder ftorm, which laid the greater part of it down at 
the time the ears were fetting. 

Mr. Ludlow planted in continued rows, four feet afunder, 
and eight inches from ftalk to ftalk in the rows, and manured 
with 200 horfe cart loads of ftreet dirt. His crop was as follows: 

Total, 182 meafures of corn in the ear. Shelled corn in full 
meafure, one bufhel and a half and four quarts ; which in 1 82 
gives 295 bufhels and 12 quarts, or 98 bufhels and 14 quarts 
per acre. 

Thefe are truly noble crops, and do honour to the induftry 
and agricultural fkill of the cultivators. 


On Bee keeping. 

Many and great are the advantages to be gamed by the in- 
habitants of thefe United States, if bees were propagated, fup- 
ported, and preferred. Our foil and climate are inferior to none 
for this purpofe. Not Egypt, Greece, Italy, Germany, France f 
England, or any part whatever of the whole globe, would ex~> 
ceed us in the quantity, quality, or flavour of the honey. Ca* 
naan, of old, could not with more propriety be called a land flow- 
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ing with milk and honey, than America would be, did we but 
improve all the means to produce thefe fo valuable and fo im- 
portant articles, which we might do very eafily ; which would 
afli ft each other when we annually extended fuch pastures as 
would increafe both. 

Bees-wax for manufadures, candles, and exportation, will be 
a great motive to exertion, and perhaps emulation in this fyftem; 
efpecially was a bounty given upon it by government. Wax can- 
dles would then be fold as cheap as tallow, and the quantity of 
wax, in American exports, would be very great indeed. 

A writer obferves, that were bees propagated, and fupported 
as extenfively as a couptry would bear, innumerable infeds 
would be deftroyed, which feed upon the honey in the bloom 
of trees, fhrubs, and herbs ; and that this would tend to expel 
thofe hofts of infeds, which we obferve floating in the air, play- 
ing in the rays of the fun, near the time of its fetting, many 
of which we are in danger of receiving into our bodies by ref- 
piration, beeaufe of their fmallnefs, much to the injury of our 
health. 

If thefe obfervations are juft, will not the increafing of bees af- 
fift in expelling the caterpillar and canker-worm, which have 
fo often deftroyed the fruit of the apple-tree \ whofe young of- 
ten feed upon that part of the bloom, from which the bees coiled 
the yellow down, which they carry into their hives on their legs ? 

This point could be eafily decided by thofe perfons who have 
trees near their bee-houfes, or in thofe parts of the country where 
bees are moft frequent. Should the knowledge of any one 
prove this to be a fad, that fuch trees are lefs frequently, or nev- 
er attacked by thefe ravagers, the world ought to be favoured 
with the information. 

Infeds often feed upon that moifture, which many trees, ef- 
peeially the chefnut, afford in very fultry days, in fummer, 
which the bees colled with great adivity : this is fometimcs 
xalled honey dew, and is the fweet fap of the tree fweating 
through the leaf, and becomes honey ; which, if more general- 
ly colleded by the bees, would thereby ferve to expel thofe 
troublefome and noxious infeds. 

A FARMER. 


Swedijh method of breeding Turkies . 

Many of our houfewives, fays this ingenious author, have 
long defpaired of fuccefs in rearing turkies, and complained 
that the profit rarely indemnifies them for their trouble and lofs 
of time j whereas, continues he, little more is neceffary to be 
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done, than to plunge the chick into a veffel of cold water, the 
very hour, if poffible, but at lead the very day, it is hatched, 
and forcing it to fwallow one whole pepper* corn ; after which 
let it be returned to its mother. From that time it will become 
hardy, and fear the cold no more then a hen’s chick. 

But it muft he remembered, that this ufeful fpecies of fowls 
are alfo fubje£l to one particular diforder while they are young, 
which often carries them off in a few days. When they begin 
to droop, examine carefully the feathers on their rump, and 
you will find two or three, whofe quill part is filled with blood. 
Upon drawing thefe, the chick recovers, and after that requires 
no other care than what is commonly bellowed on poultry 
that range the court-yard. 

The truth of thefe aflertions is too well known to be denied ; 
and as a convincing proof of the fuccefs, it will be fufficient to 
mention, that three pariflies in Sweden have, for many years* 
ufed this method, and gained feveral hundred pounds by rear- 
ing and felling turkies. 


Succedaneum for Hay . 

As it is known that when about the middle of May, the dry- 
nefs of the fpring has Hopped the growth of the grades, the 
hulbandman has reafon to apprehend a fcarcity of hay, and that 
it is uncertain how he will be able to feed his cattle during the 
winter, I invite him to try the following experiment : 

About the end of this month, or the beginning of June, but 
not later, let him plough twice, a piece of ground, in fize pro- 
portionable to his wants. He mull then choofe the Indian corn 
of the fmalleft fize, in order to fow it thick ; and fow at the 
rate of three bulhels to three bulhels and a half upon an acre, 
and harrow the ground even. Before he fows the ground, he 
muft let it foak during twenty-four hours in water, to haften 
the germination, and to prevent its being eaten by birds. It re- 
quires no more trouble till the mowing, which ought to be perform- 
ed when the blolTom begins to come out of the capfula. The plant 
is then full of juice, and its ftalks and leaves are exceedingly fuc- 
culent. If it were mown later, it would lofe this good quality. 
It ought to be dried as quick as pofiible, and houfed for fodder. 
The cattle will * eat it greedily ; it may be given green, afid 
proves a good fubftitute for hay. 

The ground may be ploughed immediately after this mowing, 
and fown with any winter grain. As the forage (lands very lit- 
tle on the ground, it has not time to impoverifti it, but enriches 
it rather, by the immenfe quantity of tender roots that are 
buried by the ploughing. 

DU PLA1NE. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 


Method of tempering Edge-Tools of too brittle a quality 
From a late French publication . 

Having bought a neat knife, and paid handfomely 
for it, I found that whenever I attempted to cut wood, or any 
hard fubftance, the edge broke. This accident often repeated, 
foon made a faw of my blade. — I complained to the cutler, who 
very ferioufly told me, that it was a fure fign of the goodnefs of 
my knife. — He finiflied by lharpening it, and receiving his fix- 
pence. This grinding happened fo frequently, as to become more 
tedious than coftly, and at laft reduced my knife to nearly the 
lize of a large needle. — A new blade was fitted to the han- 
dle — the fame accident happened to it — it proved again of too 
brittle a temper. My patience now became tired, and I had al- 
mo(t determined to lay the knife afide, the handle of which I 
only regretted, when an itinerant feiflars grinder gave me 
an efFeftual receipt — To plunge the Wade up to the handle 
in boiling fat for two hours, and then, taking it out, to tet it 
cool gradually. I followed his dire&ions *, and my knife cuts 
the hardeft wood, ebony, box 5 even bones its edge ifow refills. 


Refult of Meteorological and other Obfervations y for OEi. 18075 
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Smithfieldy OElober 31, 1807. 

The weather has been more fteady and pleafant this month* 
than for feveral paft: there has been fome windy, and con- 
fiderable fmoky weather ; but no fevere florms. The fevers 
frofts fincc the 20th. have completed the fufpenfion of vege- 
tation : 

■ Now the fading many colour’d woods 

Shade deepening over ffiade, the country round 
Imhrown.” — - 

State of health becomes more favourable. 

A SiuTHffEiD Subscriber. 
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WEATHER. 


lfi day> fair. 

s) 

3 f cloudy, 

D(a little mn. 

J> — fair, bright day. 

51 j . 

( very clear. 


hazy and 
fmoky. 



New Moon. 


FirJI Quarter. 


Full Moon . 


17— cloudy and fmoky. 

D“{howcrs, thunder. 

2{«r- 

21 — rain at night. 

22 — cloudy, fair. 

23— frofty morning. 

24 —-Deerfield, fnow | inch. Loft Qg, 

S'] 

26 | fair, 

27 * fmoky, 

28 > thick 

29 | air. New Moon . 

3°J , . 

31— a little nun. 


Detrjield % 0 Bober 31 , 1807 . 

The clofe^of the month very healthy, the influenza having 
left us. Crops moftly houfed, and with a few exceptions, 
tolerably good. Indian corn rather light. Cider uncommonly 
plenty and cheap, and well-ftored cellars. 

“ Foam in tranfparent floods ; tome flrong to cheer 
u The wintry revels of the laboring lined ; 

H And tafteful foine, to cool the fummer houfes.* 

In my communication for September laft, I mentioned that 
tWb perfolis died in this town of a riifeafe fimilar to that which 
prevailed at Medfield laft year. Between the firft and four- 
teenth of this month fix others have died of the fame difeafe* 
all except one in the fame neighborhood ; feven of thefe are 
females, and five adults. The difeafe feems to have originated 
in a poor family, where the two deaths happened as mentioned 
in September, and to have fpread to another family not far dif- 
tant, fome of whom attended on thofe firft attacked^ The dif- 
eafe baffled all medicine, and indeed there was little opportu- 
nity to apply remedies, for moft of the deceafed died within 
fixteen hours from the firft attack. Pcrfons apparently in per- 
fect health who were attending their fick friends were Suddenly 
feized with cold chills, pain in the back, and univerfal fore- 
nefs of the body, and within a few hours were configned t# 
the grave with little or no ceremony $ for the alarm excited 
among the neighbors prevented their attendance at the burials. 
I have dated that the difeafe was fimilar to that which prevail- 
ed at Medfield ; but this may not be accurate, for as the difeafe 
was highly malignant, the bodies were interred as foon as pof- 
fible, and of courfe no examination was had by difle&ion. 
Some fymptoms were obferved which are not mentioned in the 
communication of Doftors Danielfon and Mann, viz. great 
pain in the back and univerfal forenefs of the body, the mat- 
ter difeharged from the ftomach very morbid, and the patient 
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MEDICAL. 

A Phyjician fett'tng up for bttfineff—his hard tot— cannot 
flatter himfelf with fuccefs , unlefs he courts the tfleem 
and fubfcribes to the opinions of every granny and aunt 
in the neighbourhood. 

(The following, in fubftjfcnce, appeared, fome years fince, in a paper called 
the “ Hive,** and exhibits a corre£t likenefs of what is paffing umoft evtiy 
day in fome of our country towns and villages.] 

As I hare travelled around the country in purfuit 
of knowledge, I have made a temporary abode in icveral 
different towns and Societies, into which (Grangers had re- 
cently removed, with a view to a permanent refidence. In 
the multiplied inftances which I have fees of this kind, I have 
not been a little chagrined to obfetve how the original inhab- 
itants have conduced towards the new-comer. If he be & 
profefiional man, who contemplates a Settlement, with a defigm 
of acquiring an honeft fubfiftence, by a life of ufefulnefa among 
the Society— poor man, he has to endure a multitude of morti- 
fications, and to run the gantlet for about two years, amid a ' 
double band of falsehoods, fleers, inuendos, dark infinuations, 
and all the train of ill-natured SarcaSms which minds really ig- 
norant of his chara&er, under the influence of malice, felfilh- 
nefs, and jealoufy combined, can poffibly arraign to wound 
his feelings and difcourage his enterprise. If he be a lawyer, 
he is leSs likely than Some others to meet with rebuffs | but if 
he be a phyfician, wo be to him for about two years. If he 
have any feelings, he requires to be doubly fortined with pa- 
tience, and even to lock up all fenffbility for that term, or he 
will never proSper during the enfuing years. 

Vol. I. Z 
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Every womafn, fo fboii as (he becomes a mother by lanvfuf 
ivedlock , feeling that (he rilay, and probably (hall, have need of 
medical aflidance in her family, immediately lays claim to urn-? 
perial jurifSifiNon ttf^>e<3:rog medical men, and mcdital mat* 
ters. About feventeert in every twenty of them, [ftould thi* 
be thought dating the thing too largely, Cay three out of eight, 
which will not be far from the truth,] in their own moded ef- 
timation, are perfectly taught phyficiems y and are, without doubt, 
{filly adeqliate to pronouncing decidedly Upon' the phyficianV 
fcience and flcifl, by means of the knowledge tfhifch they have 
hach handed down from their mothers, and which their mothers 
derived from fomebody, who had it from « the Indian,” or 
“ the negTO,” or “ fome old fquaw,” or forqe “ cancer dodtor 
that went and lived among the Indians , 1 ” from “‘fome old 
man that came along and had a pack on his back.” At fome 
time or other, fome fuch perfon, by fome fuch means, has 
communicated fome fuch knowledge to fomebody or other, 
which produces the tnoft wonderful effb£ts by way of inftruc- 
tion. In poffeflion of this knowledge, the women know, as 
foon as they have had the name of the dfirder ,* “ what niill cer- 
tainly cure it.” By means of this, they can certainly determine 
whether the phyfician, who has fpent his life in the regular 
acquifition of medical knowledge, knows any thing or not. 
They •want but one opportunity to inquire of him y whether “ Specu- 
mint, Fether-few, Tanfy-tea, or Mayweed, is not good in this 
cafe ?” If he is fo unfortunate as to differ from them, and fo' 
honed as to foeak his own fentiments, and to trud to his own 
judgment, -rather than rely on an old tea-pot full of herb-drink, 
in compliance with their fuperior knowledge \ in pofleflion of 
this information, they can, at once, determine that he knows 
nothing at all. Under thefe eircumdances, his fituation 
is nearly defperate. But if he (hould be audacious enough 
to diffent from only one “good old nurfe,* who knows 
how to mix an injeflion, dire^S how thd pipe (hould be oiled, 
and how the dofe (hould be adminidered, if he cannot imme- 
diately make his peace with her, he had better make his will 
without delay, or pack up his clothes and he off. If he but 
commences the conte ft, he has to learn by terrible experience, 
that “ from that War there is no difeharge.” O how I have 
pitied fuch youug men, when I have known of their being 
called to vifit a fick perfon, during the two years. Often have 
I been prefent (though unfeen) when fuch an one made his 
.debut. 

As he paffed along a female face or more, might be feen at 
^window in every houfe. As foon as he had entered, on god8> 
fiyuw bonnet^and away goes “mother// or “ aunt Nabby/* « 
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« aunt Kezia” from this door, “ Mifs Biddy” from that, “ Mi ft 
Thankfur from the next, until the whole ftreet is in motion^ 
to fee how the fick one does, and to hear what the dodJor faysi 
Scarcely had he got feated, before one door opened, in came 
“ aunt Tabby.” She hitched up her petticoats, and tilled down 
into a broken cradle in one corner of the room. Immediately 
another door was opened, and “aunt Molly” hurried into an- 
other corner, dropping a half courtefy as (he trotted through 
the door. And it was but a very few minutes before there 
was one of thofe kind, knowing, model!, benevolent, motherly 
ladies, who has the honor of being aunt to a whole neighbor- 
hood, fixed in each corner of the room, Jtnd feveraf of thofe 
who were growing up to become aunts, (as foon as their med- 
ical fcience fhould entitle them, to the appellation, ' and their 
predeceflors fhould be removed from office,) (landing in the 
various parts of the room ; all looking wife, and all watch- 
ing. I faw one who had thrown a carding apron over her 
(boulders, as (he crofted the ftreet in her hafte, not to be behind- 
hand, foon begin to whifper to her next friend, with a fignifi- 
cant, half fmothered fmile and a consequential wag of the head. 
This example \fcas foon imitated, in a general way, by every 
good lady but one,' prefent, who had turned the age of forty,’ 
the time when they graduate aunts and do&orefies ; and that 
one flood half bent over the fick perfon, biting her finger nails 
and liftening. From this pofture and employment of. thefe 
good “http mates” I concluded that they had adopted the rule 
of wild turkeys, (and for aught I knew, of tame geefe>) who,’ 
whilft the (lock feed, fet one to watch. I pitied the poor 
ftranger, for I perceived that he was to be arraigned,, as foon as 
the conclave could CoIle& in another room, and the lady 
watchful fhould make her report *, and, from what I had often 
feen before, I knew that he was to be immolated. I accord- 
ingly repaired, invifibty, into the room where they convened, 1 
and “attended in the judgment hall.” . But lack-a-day ! what 
did I hear ? In five minutes the poor doftor had not enough 
of a medical reputation left to admit of faying with propriety, 1 
that it was ragged. It was all filched away in i fcramble,’ or, 
as children fay, in a Grabble.” I waited to fee whether his 
reputation was all that fhould be availed, and I foon perceived 
that his perfonal appearance was the foundation of their judg- 
ing. “ Did you not fee how he looked,” faid one ; “ I am 
fure he can’t know any thing.” A fecond faid, “ I don’t be- 
lieve lie knows what ails the child, for I miser heard of the med- 
ium before that hts ordered .” “ Who knows any thing about 

him l where did he come from i ' 9 aiked a third. “ I belief 
it i • 
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he may as well go back again, for he’U never get any cuftotn 
here,” replied a fourth. u Did you ever fee any body have hair that 
was BLUE) before faid a fifth. Here it became too much for 
my feelings to endure with patience. And, as I do not like to 
be difturbed from my tranquillity, or to fuffer my pafiions to 
difhonor my maternal connexions, I retired, and left the good 
ladies to unburden themfelves . This confolation, however, I 
carried with me, that thefe ingenuous aunts had pronounced 
judgment without any real knowledge of his general or his 
proTeffional chara&er; that he muft, however worthy in him- 
feif, pafs this high court of female judicature, or ordeal, for the 
ufual length of time; and then, with a pliant verfatility of con* 
duft, which can accommodate to any change of circumftances 
which were likely to enfue, at the end of that period of time, 
they could unblufhingly recommend him to others, and employ 
him in their own families fi as the bed do&or in the world." 

My reflections on this fubjeft clofed with the recolledion of 
the following couplet in rhyme verfe, which very forcibly cx- 
prefled the ardent prayer of a young phyfician, who had differ- 
ed confiderably in this way, before he had attained the Art of 
pleafing his judges, and enfuring their approbation and fupport, 
by talking 4 great deal of commendatory nonfenfe. After he 
had experimentally known the bleffed effects of this charm, un- 
der the feeling remembrance of what he had formerly fuller- 
ed by reafon of his being honed and independent, he pallion- 
ately broke forth thus— 

Of all the mercies which kind HeaVeta can fend, 

O make each midwife, nurfe, and aunt, My Fri e nd. 


AGRICULTURAL. 

Pork with little or no Corn. 

PR. ADAMS, 

OBSERVING in your Medical and Agricultural Rfc- 
gifter a requed to pra&ical farmers to communicate their ideas 
$tid experience to the public through your ufeful publication, I 
|rn induced to publiih my experience in railing pork. For three 
jyears pad I have pra&ifed in the way I (hall communicate, 
and I do not think it has cod me more than half what it does 
in the mode I have heretofore made ufe of ; that is, by com. 
Take a pig, wean it, then fence off a little patch of peas which 
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Are juft in the milk, dr pull them up and throw t6 him ; and by 
feveral fowings he may be kept during the greater part of the 
fumraer and fall in this way. If you fence oft, let him remain 
until the peas are quite eaten up. When winter comes, boil 
potatoes and give them warm until fpring, then waih, whey 
and grafs, and perhaps a little meal made of Indian corn, until 
peas can be railed in theonilk, which may be very early in the 
iummer ; then I go on with peas as above, until September^ 
when I feed with peas and oats raifed together for that purpofe^ 
When they are perfeSly dry to thralh, I thralh them and grind 
them. Boil carrots, potatoes and pumpkins, with which thicken 
the meal frdfc the peas and oats raifed as above. Throw the 
feed ipto a cittern provided for that purpofe in the air ; let it 
remain until it is in its molt raifed Hate. Feed with that until 
the hogs are ready for the knife. The fmall hog is the mod 
profitable * and early pigs mutt be kept until December, fatted 
and killed. Late pigs are belt to keep over winter, kept up and 
warm in the winter. The mode is better adapted to fuit the 
northempart of America, perhaps, than further fouth, where 
corn is eafiex raifed. 


A Maine Farmer. 


Obfervat'ums on the rearing, fattening, and proper manage - 
met* of calves , as praElifed by the befi breeders in England , ex- 
tracted from Dr . Rej^S New Encyclopedia , now reprinting at 
Philadelphia . 

Where it is the cuftom to rear calves with Ikim-milk, it 
fhould always be boiled, and fufFered to (land until it cools to 
the temperature of that firft given by the cow, or in a trifling 
degree more warm, and in that Hate be given to the calf. 
Milk is frequently given to calves when warmed only but that 
method will not fucceed fo well as boiling it. If the milk be 
given over cold it will caufe the calf to purge. W # hen this is 
the cafe, put two or three fpoonfuls of rennet in the milk and 
it will flop the loofenefs. If, on the contrary, the calf i$ 
bound, bacon-broth is a very good and fafe thing to put into 
the milk. , 

Whatever hours are chofen or fet apart for feeding a calf, it 
is beft to adhere to the particular times, as regularity is .of more 
confequence than is generally fuppofed. If the calf goes but 
an hour or two beyond its ufual time of feeding, it will find 
kfelf uncafy, as k! pine for food. 

hi , M * i • v* 
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Catf-p* r. In ynoft inftatftes it is this cuftom to have toe? 
Calf-pens annexed to the cow-houfes. This is a plan, however, 
m general, not to be recommended, |s every perfon who has 
jiad any experience among cows tnofk know how naturally an^i 
h^w forcibly a new-calyed cow expreffes her attachment to her 
calf; with what care and anxiety, if permitted, licks it all over, 
and ufes every exertion to protect it from injury ; how the tender 
calf plings to its affefiionate mother, as if fenfible that to her 
glope it can truft for protection ; and yet the poor helplefo 
creature, 1 perhaps, is dragged away and placed within its moth^ 
Cr’a view, qr at lead within her hearing, as if on piprpofe tq 
augment the pain of her fuflerings. Its doleful ajbs keep alive 
the pangs of the unhappy cow; flic druggies to break the? 
chain that binds her faft, and feems reftlefs and unedfy when- 
ever approached. $n fuch a date of agitation it ia impoffiblq 
|he can eithey ieed we|l, or give that quantity or quality of milk 
Ihe would otherwise fqrnifli. “ ‘ 1 

*'fV> l|e dry and warm is of the greateft corifequence {n the 
leafing of calved The principal toing he obferved intoq 
conftru^ion of qalf-pens, is the laying of the floor, which 
^hould be made of laths or fpars, about two inches broad, laid 
^ the diftance of an inch from each other upon joifts, fo as to 
majtc the floor above pne or two f cet f rom *h e ground, a ^the? 
fltuaqpp will admit. This not only keeps them quite dry, by 
allpwtiig all toe mpifture to pais immediately a Way, but haq 
the gdyanfage of admitting frefti air below the bedding; and 
jfhereby preyepting ^hat unwholefome difagreeahle fmefl foofteq 
found ampng palves ; for It is to be underflood .that tbps place 
^elovy the floor ihould frequently be cleaned, as well as the 
floor itfelf, whenever it becomes wet or dirty ; but it is no% 
right to allow the litter to jncreafe to a great thicknCfs, other^ 
wife the rpoiftpre will not fo eqfily pafs through. Calf-pens ate, 
fioweyer, ofteti made without this fparred floor, and the frcflb[ 
jitter laid on the old, which isf a flovenly pra^ice, and not by 
any means to be recommended. ‘ 1 ‘ 

$o effential are w^ rm th and good living to young animals of 
every denpminatioh, that the care Which has been taken of 
them jn their earfy days will fye manifest in every ftage of their 
future growth. Nor is thete any ftock which will pay better 
for .this cautious management in their youth than toe coW 
kind; for if they are (tinted in their feed* or cirelefsty at- 
tended whilft in theit growing (late, they will never arrive to 
ihat fixe wjuch they would othej.wrfe have done, and Copfo-; 
quendy the lefs will be perpetually felt by the farmed wht> 
attempts to raiie milch kine of his own gtVin^ 

them a due attendance in the firlt jt*ar. 
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Cements for mending broken Chin* and Glares. 

Oni of {he fineft and at the fame time the ftrougdt 
^emenjts for l hie purpofe, is the juice of gatHc, (lamped in % 
/tone mortar; this, if applied with care, wid leave little or nf 
mark* Another cement for this purpofe may bp prepared by 
beating the white of an egg very clear, and mixing it with 
fine powdered quick-linae. Or, let the thin (pavings of fweet 
cheefe be ftirnra with hot water ; and when the tenacious dime 
has been worked with other hot wa{{r, let it be mixed on a 
faot (lone, with a proper quantity of unflacked lime, iQto the 
confidence of a pafte, and h will prove a ftrorig and durably 
cement for wood, (lone, earthen ware ^nd glafs ; and it has 
{his advantage, that when it is thoroughly dry« it wUj receive ' 
po injury from water. 


Cement fSt Electrical Piirpofe*. 

Two parts of refin, two of beeswax, and one of the pow- 
der of red ochre. Thefe ingredients are melted and mixed to- 
gether in any veffel over the fire, and afterwards kept for ufe. 
A ftrong cement for fuch purposes may be made by melting 
one pound of refin over a flow fire, and adding to it as much 
plaifter of Paris as is neceffary to fufficiently hatden it ; and 
then adding a fpoonful of linfeed oil* ftirring it during the 
picture. 


Singular Longevity » 

Theee is now living in the town of FoxborougV Mr. 

i ohn Shepard, aged 103 years and 6 months, He was born 
larch 7, 1704, in the town of Dorchefler ; where he lived 18 
years, ffe then refided in Stoughton a nijimherof years, after- 
wards fome years in Wrentham, and now refides in Foxbo- 
rough \ and ha$ never moved off of the farm on which he Was 
bbrn. He never had much ficknef?, and is now able to walk 
PUt every fair day* He enjoys a good ftate of digeftion, reji flies 
his food* fleeps tolerably well, converfes with ea^, and teems 
pleafed with a good ftory. His /mtellettual powers are yet 
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good, and hU memory of ancient things tenacious* His hear- 
ing is fome impaired. He !o(t his eye-light on a fudden, 18 
years pad. He cultivated the earth, enjoyed an athletic cox*» 
ftitution, and poflefied great ftrength in nis limbs. He once 
caught a deer with his hands, in a thicket and led it home un- 
hurt. He married when he was 21, and in about four years 
after he married his third wife. He had ten children of whom 
only four furvive. He was temperate in his mode of living* 
poflefied cheerfulpcfs of mind, and equanimity of temper. 

September 8, 1 807. 


Water Bifcuit . 

A great eflential neceflfary is to avoid drowning the flour* 
Give water, a little and a little at a rime. The mafs of dough 
is to be worked up very dry, under the hand ; fo that when all 
is done that can be by the hands, towards gathering the mate- 
rials together into a firm mafs, it is ftill in parts dry, and in 
cracks with flour here and there untaken up. The rude mafs 
is then committed to a brake (or heavy beater,) with which it is 
worked a great deal, until it becomes fmooth and folid, without 
any further addition of water. The oven is heated to bake 
quick as may be without burning. Thefe points obferved, pre- 
vent flindnefs. 


Simple Method of trying the Quality of Gun-Powder. 

Fill a thimble with the powder you wi(h to try. Pour it 
upon a dry white paper : fire the little heap with a burning coal, 
lightly touching the powder. If it be excellent, every grain will 
inftantly rife in fmoak, only leaving on the paper a round fpot, 
pearl colour. If bad, it burns the paper. The mean effe£ts 
between thefe two extremes will exaGly (how the quality. The- 
powder burning the paper but little may be pronounced better 
than that burning it a great deal \ and if it only blacken it, of 
a fuperior quality to the firft. 

By this trial tne defe&s in its compofition may alfo be dis- 
covered. If it blacken the paper, it contains too great propor- 
tion of coal; does it leave yellow fpots, too much fulphur ; if . 
there remain on the paper fmall grains like pins’ head si and they 
fhould bum by applying fire, it is nitre, and the powder has 
not been well pulverized. If thefe do not bum, the powder is 
not properly refined. V 
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WEATHER. 


D ill day, fnow, fair 

2 — fair, fmoky 

3 — cloudy, fair, thick aif 

4 — cloudy, thick air 

5 — cloudy, fair, thick air 

o — rain, tome fnow I ft quarter 

7 — fair, cloudy 
D — fair 

9 — fair, flying cloudf 
ro— cloudy 

11— fair 

12 — fair, thick air 

13 — cloudy, fair 


14 — fair 


Full Moon 


Si* 

I® | fnow 
So — fair 

21— hail and rain 
D ) 

24? fair 

s^— cloudf 
27 — rain 
28 ) 

D > fair 
3 <>) 


lajl quarter 


New Moon 


Deerfield , November 30, 1 807. 

The month has been as healthy as ufual. Some part of it 
cold, but little fnow has fallen. Some very fmoky days— the 
4th the atmofphere was fo filled as to occafion a confiderable 
darknefs. This was the day preceding the remarkable dark 
day obferved at Huntingdon (Pennfylvania) as has been men- 
tioned in the news-papers. 

The evening of the 17th was remarkable for a warm wind 
from the S.W. This began about 8 of the clock, was attend- 
ed with rain and fog ; the thermometer at 10 o’clock in the 
evening rofe to 6i° at fun-rife it was at 37 0 and at 2 o’clock, 
P. M. 39 0 •, the wind during the day was N and continued from 
this point till it fhifted fuddenly to S. or S. W. in the even- 
ing, when the warm air foon arrived. On palling out of a 
room, comfortably warm, into the open air, it produced a fen* 
fation fimilar to that which we experience on entering an a- 
partment heated by an iron ftove. Some people fuppofed 
their houfes were on fire when they firft felt the heat. The 
wind continued to blow frefh for fome time and retained its 
heat till late in the night : in the morning the ground was en- 
tirely free from froft, which previous to this wind had pene* 
trated to a confiderable depth. 
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Hartford , November 30, 1807. 

The 27th, P. M. the wind fuddenlj fliifted from north to 
foutb-caft, and blew a heavy gale ; tne air being fingplarly 
warm and unpleasant. — Healthy generally : a few inftances of 
fcarlatina.— The mean degree of heat, in the autumnal months, 
fat* been 50^. This fall pntfhe? colder than laft, 


TO THE PUBLIC. 

Thu number /complete* the firfl volume of the Regifter. The second voir 
pme will commence with the next number. 

The Editor preferves a grateful remembrance of all thofe who have aided 
jhim in his prefent undertaking, by their influence, their patronage, and more 
efpecially by their communications. He ftill looks with great confidence to 
the experienced and /the informed for their future aid and (bpport. 

An index appears beft at the end of a hook ; confequently, he has given it 
in the prefent number. A title joge will he printed and fent out with the firft 
jpumber of the fucceeding volume. 

The Regifter, in future, will be printed by Meflirf . Etherioce^ Buss, 
and delivered at their booltflore. No. 12, Cornhil), where Agent*, Subscribers, 
fee, in future, will pleafe to call for their numbers. Tbofe who are in arrears 
for the Regifter, will be good enough to make their remittances a* ufoai to 
Meffr*. Manning & Loaxxc, No. 2, Cornhill* 


fm In our lad, pgge 3168, line 6, for vintts read virus, and del* tjom 
fflwd ifl, for d*y read irf— line 99, for pier* rpad Jitvr?, 


FINIS, 
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A A. 

NGI H A Maligna, of ufcprout fore throat • r • 

Attleborough Society ? r f • • i 

B. 

pill of mortality m Mafon, K v H. lor 8 yea r$, ending 180$, with a tppp* 
graphical tfefcription of the place •» - • 

* — — - jn Concord, for 27 year*, ending 1805 
^ — - — in Shrewlhury, for 5 yearj, ending 1805 
Bills of marriages, births and deaths, in fundry towns, ip the year l8o£ 
pots, a variety of experiments and ohlejyatioas on . • 

— - preventive of, pinging ball far - • 1 • • 

— — remedy for * * - . - : 

proper treatment of horfet affected by them * - . - ) 

Butter, curing of - - - • 

Bill of mortality for t8p6, in 2p tqwns - • - j 

pudding or inoculating fruit tree? - - - • 1 


U 

Ranker-worm* exiperjipents and obfervations oq . f * 

ponfumption, anfwer to the cjueftion, Why i? it that the ravages c 
confumption are lo much greater with toe female fey, than wit 
male ? • - 

fold water, ufe of, certain diftsn&ions ncceflary to be ohfjprved 

— t a remedy in fear let fever - * - 

patechifm on rum - - . * - 

Confumption, recovery from, cafe of . 7 * 

Cotton wool, i$ it poiionous or not to a /ore ? 

Clover, its importance in agriculture * 

pabhage plants, method of railing them 7 

Carrots, cultivating of - 7 •. • 

Chamberlain’s Bilious Cordial, ftriftures on • 

P, 

Dragon root, alarming cffefls of - - . 

Pifcafe, fiogular and very mortal, in Medficldj hifeary of 

— a lingular and mortal one in Deerikid 

Difference between a phy Ikon and >a quack ? 7 

Read bodfes, opening of 7 • • 


of the 
with the 


263 
*82* 30* 

m 
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Extraft from a manufeript oration - y 

pelipfe (great j June 1 6, 1806, particulars qf 
t r — — — observations on 7 

F. 

ijypit trees, directions for planting and pruning than 
pruning of - - 
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JIO 

jab 


S7 

* 


Digitized by CjOOQlC 



INDEX. 


F. 
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Indian com, a queftion anfwered 
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198 
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Letter, extraft of 

Lockjaw, cafe of, fuccefsfully treated 


M. 
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Management of the fick 
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